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The NWBA was established in 1948  and is the oldest and largest disability sport in 
the United States. Given that, there are still a handful of states that do not have 
wheelchair basketball programs and many that have only one or two. Thousands and 
thousands of eligible players who do not know about wheelchair basketball. It is our 
collective job to make people and potential player aware of the NWBA and the 
services it provides. 
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Often a potential new player’s first contact with your team is coming and watching 
practice.  Coaches should be careful how they include new players into a team’s 
practice that includes experienced players with skill levels well above the new player.  
New players often will compare their skills to the talent of veteran player and become 
discouraged feeling that they “could never play like that.” What they to be reassured of 
is all players started as new players.
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The NWBA has a number of resources on our website to assist new team, coaches
and volunteers.: www.nwba.org

Many NWBA teams are currently stand alone basketball teams, however many teams 
have also grown into larger community programs offering off-season activities 
including wheelchair softball, track and field, and swimming.

The NWBA National Office can assist teams in developing the proper program 
structure including Board of Directors, team bylaws, non-profit status. 
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