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DIVISION III Preseason Rankings - 2017
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lake country lutheran
lightning

The defending DIII Champions lost a lot of pitching but developed pitching at the 
lower levels too.  In good position to defend their DIII title.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Favored to win 5th straight Midwest Classic title.  Majority of pitching and five starters 
return to a team that was 23-5 in 2016.  
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Matt Osterburg can deal it.  11-1 with a 0.60 ERA as a junior, he’s as close to automatic 
as they come. Favored to win 6th M&O title in the past seven years. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
UMD bound Paul Petit returns with seven other starters, all of whom can hit and play 
great defense.  Favored to win West Cloverbelt and ramble to State.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Took Tom Davey exactly one year to turn around a program that had not enjoyed 
success since Jeff Beardsley coached teams years ago.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
26-3 last year with five starters returning but will need unproven pitchers to amp it 
up if they are going to return to State.  Favored to win 2nd straight CWC-8.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Missed playing in State Championship by just a single run.  Top pitcher Hunter 
Pedersen returns for his junior season after nine wins in 2016.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Perennial Flyway champs, WLA is favored to win their 5th straight conference title, 
though there are holes to fill by inexperienced players. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Playing a DI schedule always makes the Blue and Gold tournament ready.  Won 20 
games last year but enter this season with several unproven pitchers.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Beavers return their Heart O’North championship team almost completely intact.  
They have pitching depth, can run the bases, and play great defense. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Tigers are set to unseat Marathon’s domination of the Marawood South.  Return 
all their pitching from last year but looking for five new starters.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Although they return almost every starter from last year, they lost their top two 
pitchers.  If young arms step up, watch out for them.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Deep and experienced, they are in a good position to defend their SWAL title and go 
deep in the playoffs. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Went 17-4 last year and return two top pitchers and several starters.  Trevor Mohr 
had an ERA under half a run a game in 2016.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Favored to win the Packerland, the Blue Devils return almost their entire pitching 
staff back intact and seven starters.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Heights has almost every player returning from a 16-win team last year including 
two top-tier starters.  Favored to win Capitol South.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
23-1 last year, they lost almost all of their starters except for one of their top pitchers 
and are still favored to win the Trailways North.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
The Blue Knights return seven starters and most of their pitching and are picked as 
most likely to challenge Lake Country Lutheran’s recent dominance of the MWCC.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Half of the pitching staff and four starters return to a team that won 19 games last 
year.   Will challenge WLA in the Flyway.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Half of the pitching staff and four starters return to a team that won 19 games last 
year.   Will challenge WLA in the Flyway.

Also receiving votes:  shullsburg-benton, Bonduel, arcadia, Laona-wabeno,  
crandon, neillsville, sprng valley. cochrane-fountain city.

- several DIII coaches contributed to this poll -

saint mary catholic
zephyrs

coleman
cougars

eau claire regis
ramblers

palmyra-eagle
panthers

stevens point pacelli 
cardinals

unity
eagles

winnebago lutheran
vikings

la crosse aquinas
blugolds

cumberland
beaversC
stratford
tigers

fennimore
golden eagles

darlington
redbirds

elk mound
mounders

oconto
blue devils

wisconsin heights
vanguards

markesan
hornets

brookfield academy
blue knights

saint mary’s springs
ledgers
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oshkosh lourdes
knights


