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Date:
April 2, 2017
To:
MN Hockey Board of Directors

From:
Eric Olson, MN Hockey Referee Section Director

Re:
Referee Report

The Minnesota Hockey Officials Association held its annual meeting yesterday.  We welcomed 3 new supervisors to our board.  The following supervisors as appointed by the MN District Referee-in Chief, the MHOA President and the district directors are:
District 10
Jon Sass (replacing Mike Mooney)

District 16
Ron Laituri (replacing Ron Storey)

Adult

Brent Hansen (new position)

Over the past few years we have added two positions to our board to help improve the officiating issues that face Adults and WHAM.  Krissy Langley Morrison had made a lot of progress in recruitment/retention as well as training of officials.  The progress that she has made could only be possible by the support of the WHAM board.  Brent Hansen has a few additional challenges working with multiple adult leagues but is up to the task.   
Recruitment/Retention

There are 2345 registered officials in the state this past season. Of that number, 389 officials failed to complete the requirements to be completely registered, 202 never even attended a seminar.  Completion rates for each level are as follows:

Level 1
69%

679 completed
Level 2
87%

358 completed
Level 3
96%

845 completed
The biggest reason for being incomplete is not finishing the online modules required by USA Hockey.  Efforts were made to encourage incomplete officials to complete the process so that they could be eligible to officiate. We still have pockets within the state that struggle to cover games.  On the bright side, District 9 used 307 officials at all levels during this past season.  Most districts will use between 100 and 200 officials. 
Thank you to the MN Wild, the NHL and Glen Andresen for the programs that have been set in motion to help promote officiating.  Through their efforts we were able to recognize some younger officials at 4 Wild games.  Two young officials (one male and one female) were given the opportunity to attend a Wild game and meet the NHL officials prior to the game.  The program is a great tool to recognize and promote officiating at the youth levels.

We are also working with the Wild on holding a Level 1 seminar for 180 participants before a Wild preseason game.  We will be holding the seminar at the Wild offices for the classroom portion of the seminar and then will head over to the Xcel Center for the on ice portion.  Details are still being worked out how we will handle the on ice portion.
The first 100 participant that register for the seminar will receive a ticket for the game that night.  The date is Saturday, September 30th.  
MHOA Camp

The MHOA Camp will be held in conjunction with the Boys and Girls High Performance 15 festivals in St. Cloud.  We are marketing the camp a little different this year as we are giving female officials preference for the Session 1 camp (coincides with the Girls 15).  Only 7% of officials in the state are females. Other open spots will be open to males so that we can make more training opportunities available to   all officials.  Mike Mooney again will be the camp director for Session 1 and Dave Weisjahn for Session 2.   Thank you to John Perry and Nancy Wefler and the rest of the Advance 15 staff for helping MHOA hold our camps.  
HP Pre-Season Games

We will agian be working with Mike Terwilliger and the local supervisors to schedule early season games for the HP 14/15 program.  

State Tournaments

I had the pleasure to make it to nearly every MH State Tournament site again this year.  I want to thank our local supervisors for all their hard work during the 3 long days.  Their dedication is appreciated.  Thank you to the district directors and host associations for your hospitality and making out of town officials feel welcome.  
Progressive Penalty/Major and Game Misconduct Reporting

The Online Game Reporting system is working well.  By having each player tied into the USA Hockey database, the progressive penalty procedure can easily be tracked.  We do need to make sure that all officials fill out the online game reports with more consistent information, especially when identifying the player’s team and level of play.  Below is a summary of Major and Game Misconduct penalties called this past season:

800 reports

40 Match Penalties

13 Kicking

7 Abuse of Officials

4 Fighting

2 Refusing to start play

By-law revisions were voted upon by the membership yesterday.  A number of changes were made to bring them up to date.  

I have decided to not seek re-election for president this year.  It has been my pleasure to serve on this board representing the officials for all of these years.  Many people have come and gone since I first started.  Our new president is Mike Mannin.  Tod Plackner has been re-elected as the North Vice President.This concludes my report.

Respectfully submitted,
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Eric Olson

MHOA President 

MN Hockey Referee Section Director
11670 Zion St. NW

Phone 763-754-0536
Coon Rapids, MN 55433



www.minnesotahockey.org

E-mail:  eric.olson12@gmail.com
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