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] ‘now.. Don Risch's dad; Pay]
" had to'do was get Started. easjer said than dene. We builta 50°

L 611 “the band stand’ readv 1o plax when the- Storm hit. Even mt}ith '

TN e s e e A S kg e e e

Xy would sell Lt to us for $I{}OO iess thaﬂ he pa_d z’f We were going to. use 11: for a pa:L— o ,."
: ;-refez-.eauom:eenter. It seemeé{‘va-ﬁtﬂc bzcmer than we- needed, but we are. glad we have 1t
L, aavc usa loan from: }315 ﬁre msuranée 0. 50 no\a Akl W_ ; '---;} T
4 "} 7@’ buﬂdmgen s RPN
property under the Umdance of member Bob Kutzl mﬁsﬂy Wlﬂ:l membershlp efforts i m the ;-': M
.- Evenings. But we wers placued with bad weather, espemaﬂv the first year‘at the new Lk 2 |
i parks Our pieni¢ got washed out 3 times and finally | got a day in on Labor Da}} and we =
. _got some badly neede ed: money 10 pay the inferest on our loan. The standmg Joke at that .

- time was if you need rain; just have Branch’ schedile a pzemd The ground was’ soft and
ﬁ-es:hh seeded and we didn’t have the mads m that We have now; 1. Iemcmber @ne :

| -evening, And} Andesson of WOMT With m:ke in hand and Bob Keﬁkal and'the 7 Sb-arps- -
ays- clased 'fheram

o was ﬂwmcr 10-15 feet into the. bmldmg. & saldj Andy we' ‘have 10 cancel if we &6 on the "
o At people will try to come-and & even if we getthem in we-don® t kiiow if we can crat them

-out.” Maybe a less determined group would havi e looked for a buyer and walked. away; - et
S TP the old saving is ‘you can’t tell how much ﬁght is in a'dog by it§ smeﬁﬁxmaybe MEe i, ST
- believed in the sign semebody put up which said “The Branch m_ 1 o, the D1ﬂicu1t we do oy
) f'___-rifrht ema}f3 the Jmpessfaie taLes ahttle 1oncrer e : e

o O’v er the years, I’y Ve made Some radlo fmcndahps I still chensh hLe Aﬂdy Andersan and
* -.Don Seghafer from WOMT and Bill Walters and‘Lee Davis from WCUB. “.’The :
: -'cooperauon we: received. from the radio stanons aud orchestras those early it
outstanﬂmg 1 ﬂad dm casy job butthe mchestfas 1 haéc o eauce}a_, Tabwavs h.reﬁ baﬂk a* e

v ~ the first opportunity. ‘The beer and the reﬁ%hment stand wasn’t too bad, bt the- hmch

- stand headed by Jim Stradel Sr. many of those earlv Vears had the d&fﬁcult task of -
_,'lbﬁh_ﬁthezneatandbakery 5 By , e By W

- About that ﬁme We deu{ded te 111“6 the east 'ball field, S0 We bou,,ht used hte poles ﬁ'em i
2 the C1t§ of" Ma.mtewob and a set.of lites from. a’suppher "wha ended up: Wﬂh? e1s aad s
- Was very happy to sell us'one. Roy H@ﬂman and 2 small ¢rew installed them. Roy was _'
active in our organization in many ways and he went on to-lead many organizations in
“their fish boils. As nsual we were short of money SO We went to members and fnends for

= --":l@ans and they responded ‘After. bmidmo a‘second-ball ﬁpld (Bo]ie diamond) we: demded

. 10 20 into ball tournaments: mcludmor mixed couples At the start of one mixed ceuples
tourney, the weathemaan acram \1sxted Tand Ray. Madsen a::mzed ar the parL to find Ed

% Grenier frying to shovel water off the ball ﬁeld It looked more like a fish pand andall -

 shovels we weré inl a couple of hours, indeed “Playing Ball> We.did pothave _a 7

- three of us felt it was- unplavable Gene and Betsy Reindl drove in. We: explained the
sﬂ:ua’{mﬂ o' Gene and Betsy and Gene in his usual? TaiLat_i "“e way’ S&Id s;mply_ ”Play

“- Ball.” ‘So I'weit Home to cancel the first rmmd of games Tl the mornthg and order a laad

- of some“hat drier fr@m Jim Sauer and with a dozz:n orse of mem‘a , Wlth raLes a:ud A

e relaphene a’c the parL in ﬂa& earh; years S0 1t r:,sulted na h)t of Jchasmcy :

: W]ly dld we do 1t‘7 I suppose the;e are: rnany [2ASOnS. I started as a14 year: old fam ’bey
g plav ing: fUI Braﬂ"h in th= N.Lamtowoc e oun‘tv Fasi Prfch 1eague ane of 5 clu'bs I played






- my dd Jimm “Pomp” Benishiel, Afly Werenkamp, Guy Drews,

~ had one of the befter basketball feamis in this area of the state,

+Some of the umpires who have worked garmnes at the park are Ray ewes, Chuck -

‘Delsman; Bernie Cookle, Dave Korte, Gary Reinke, and all 6* 5 of Mike Check who e

Still gets down 10 umpire pec-wee gamies, ere. Sk

. The Branch Area has along history of sports people goiniz back 1o

 Lakatos, Adoph Jand the Shimeks and Carbons and coarched by blacksmith Joe Carben

They once played (in Feb ~ -

Nwaz) & bemstorming pro tcam Who bad an open date, who belisve, laer became e
; NerVYQI’k KBiCkS. Theywamedﬂlemﬁl'egate,wonﬂl@g&m%butstate ditw as 911&01? 5.

he better games they had in Wis.. .

. Webadalot of notable baseball people in the area like my neighbor, Gene Mand and -~ .
L Leg W'ﬁt_é_nkamp;-_Gf;ne"feceﬁﬂy retired from coaching af Lincoln High gnddfiee g 0
. product of County Sports prt;gfé_imanéglﬁiﬂg:ﬂ}nﬂigh;'@31_@;3_{0’9: coaching at Branch both- - -

- retired afier playing many years in the Sheboygan A’s
 McGlin, who wiéd the climb in pro-ball and took my pos

ogram. Another neighbor, Pat
ion as president of Manitowoe

 ounty Youth Spors when L stepped-out,song it sidekick Loyal Katheh, conchod s~

) the Branch youth program for many years. Gene Reindl, Ned Brazzle, and Jim Woespe -

- are examples of others, Jim stating that it should b‘e'arfeébﬁiﬁgfieig"‘e_;xpaﬁgﬁe_'e; fhiEs o

- also Interesting to note that both of the managers, Kenvin Stangel of the Manitowoe

- Legion team and Chris Schwarz of the Manftowoc Bandits, played some or all of their -~~~
- youth baseball atBranchBranchhasﬁl‘v\a}shadastmng program in the County Yout'h St

 brogram. Sehool Hill has come on real strong. Inmy opinion, the girls leaguesare

| producing great teams and players. In the early days of the conaty program girls had 1o |

_play hardball and some competed very well with the boys. Débbie Reindl could play =~

 infleld and even pitch with the best of them and Rachel Green had a throwing amm many
- boys envi eii’-_The_Delism&ﬂ'aﬂfd Hermmisna girls were_;alwéy?s-%foféméfst along with.the © = -~

- Reindl girls on the Branch team along with Amanda Dworak who is going on'to make her

bame in tennis. And let’s no forget the Havolovitz children, Tim and his sister Heide,

 and their day Ken, “Huby” who along with Doris were o active st Brarich. . :

 In‘the boys program many of the same

- Check boys and many more. Gens Reind] and Pai MeGlin were both long time coaches

inthe Branch Program. Pat etablished o ecord that will b b o bet, 114 wims. 9+

o losses. i

- With many organizations canceling their picnics because of the costofmusicandthe -~
. drinking laws, it becomes more important te support the park with'a good Sports-program.. ;-

_ The days of stocking our big cooler with around 200 halves of beerand sometimes. T
“having fo restock on Sunday are apparently gone and we should be loeking forsome -

Sporting svent or meal (maybe another Hoffman fish boil if they’re niot being overdone)

 because it’s becoming important to raise finds. - s







