General Information

Rookie League
This is a coach pitch league using foam bats and balls to introduce new players into learning the fundamentals of the game by using a softer foam ball.  Most players at this age level will remain hitting with the foam equipment, however, may utilize T-Ball equipment at some point during the season depending on experience of the kids.  
All players will rotate and play all the positions on the field and each inning, every batter from each team gets a chance to bat. Each inning consist of batting through the lineup.
Last year, practices and games ran Monday/Wednesday or Tuesday/Thursday format and were only against Oley teams.  Weekday practices and games are always from 6:00-7:30 pm.

Your coach will contact you all individually approx. mid-March and let you know when your first practice will be scheduled (normally first week of April) and seasons end early/mid-June.  Helmets and bats are provided, however if your child wants to use his or her own foam bat and/or helmet, that is fine. You will need to provide your child’s glove.
Rookie:  Boys, ages 6, 7 & 8 years old. First and Second Grade
**Advanced Kindergarten players must be evaluated to play up.
Players will begin learning more advanced skills; they begin pitching and catching. While having fun is still the emphasis, learning how to play as a team and knowing where a play needs to be made are stressed at this level.

The big difference from T-Ball is that the batter will be facing a pitch from the mound.  This will either be machine pitch, coach pitch, or in some cases possibly kid pitch. Umpires are used (usually coaches or willing parents).  Further, more detailed rules will be provided by your coach.
Innings last for 5 runs scored or three outs.  A lot of times in this league, the “three outs” prevails.  Practices and games usually run Monday/Wednesday and Tuesday/Thursday format with some Saturday games scheduled.  All weekday practices and games run from 6:00-7:30pm. Saturday times vary from week to week.
In this league, our Oley teams will compete against each other as well as teams from Brandywine, Fleetwood, Birdsboro and Antietam.  Kids in the Rookie League will also be given opportunities to play in tournaments at Brandywine (machine pitch), Fleetwood and Oley (kid pitch).
Your coach will contact you all individually approx. mid-March and let you know when your first practice will be scheduled (end March / early April) and seasons end mid-June.  Helmets and bats are provided, however if your child wants to use his or her own bat and/or helmet, that is fine. You will need to provide your child’s glove.

Last year we had an advance rookie team which was kid pitch. This was formed through evaluations and we will do the same this year to determine if there will be another team playing.

We look forward to another great year at the Oley Valley Youth League – the greatest recreational sports facility and program in the County!!!!
