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Quotes
“It was an awesome
experience to be able to train
and scrimmage with the
academy players. It showed
me the skill level of soccer
players in Italy and how much
harder I need to work.” - Logan
Lau (03/04B)

“This trip was a new and
interesting experience for me
because I haven’t been to
Europe before. I got to see
how good we were compared
to girls from Italy.” - Kailee
Tanaka (04G)

“The bond made between the
players and parents is
something that will last a
lifetime.” - Jen Mizumoto
(Parent)

“Easily one of the best trips I
have ever been on.” - Mike
Chibana (03G Coach & Parent)

Calcio at Chievo
In the first annual Chievo Verona Tour, thirteen players from
various Honolulu Galaxy teams had the opportunity to learn,
train, and explore in Verona, Italy. Chievo Verona is a professional
soccer club that plays in Italy’s top division, Serie A, along with
clubs like AC Milan, Juventus, and AS Roma.
34 total travelers (13 players and 21 family members) made the
long trek from the sunny and warm shores of Hawaii to chilly
Verona, Italy. The 13 players making the trip included: [Boys]:
Ka’eo Among, Brandon Haruki and Logan Lau (03/04B); Jacob
Lee, Ryder Suzuki, Matthew Frisbie, and Aslan Chong (05B).
[Girls]: Kahiau Among (01G), Maddie Chibana and Katelyn
Mizumoto (03G), Kailee Tanaka (04G), Hailey Balantac (05G),
and Caroline Haruki (06G).
Over five days, the players received instruction from Chievo
Verona’s academy coaches and were able to train with the
academy players at Bottagisio Sports Center, the home of Chievo
Verona’s International Youth Academy.
1

“The thing I liked best about the trip was training with my
friends and students at the academy. I also liked learning about
the sport and working hard to get even better,” said Aslan Chong
(05B).
Kahiau Among (01G) has had the good fortune to have traveled
on our Galaxy European adventures before. As she put it: “Our
Galaxy trip to Italy 2017 was the easily one of the coolest
experiences ever. Not only was it awesome to be able to train in
such diﬀerent conditions and with professional coaches, but we
also got to play with players who literally revolve their life around
soccer. It was also special that even though we spoke diﬀerent
languages and came from totally opposite worlds, with the few
words we could exchange, we were able to laugh and joke with
each other."
Along with the experience of international training, the players
and families were able to sightsee and explore Italy. The group
visited historic sights in Verona (Castelvecchio, Verona Christmas
Market, Casa di Giulietta (Romeo and Juliet’s Balcony) and Arena
di Verona), and they were treated to a full day’s trip to Venice;
complete with gondola rides and world famous hot chocolate at
Café Florian. The week was capped oﬀ with VIP field access at a
live Serie A match between Chievo Verona and Bologna at Stadio
Marc'Antonio Bentegodi (Chievo Verona’s home stadium).
The trip not only oﬀered a great soccer experience, but also a
cultural experience of a lifetime. Be on the lookout for
information for our 2018 Tour!
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