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1962 Oregon Colleglate Champlons

55 year follow-up on what wrestlers do with their lives
Check reverse side to see how 10 wrestlers from middle class families used wrest
as a stairway to college which changed their lives

Wrestling is a tough, physical sport

which maximally challenges participants.

All 10 athletes gave wrestling credit for
their success in life.

They became:

Mental health counselor
Finance expert

Business man

Commercial pilot

Orthopedic surgeons (2)

Cattle rancher

College full professor (2)
Olympic and D1 wrestling coach

If you are an athletic director

or college dean, you might be
proud to say these athletes studied
and trained at your school.

Other aspects of the group are that
they each cherished their wife and far
and were the first in their family to
graduate from college (except

2 that followed a wrestling

brother to college)

Also, consider that wrestling is

for all sized athletes which answers
complaint that college sports are
not for small people.



Ed Fletcher
Age: 77
Welght: 115
Meant to Me:
Wiestling mughl me oouug:, petie.nm and that hard work and talent go well together Educatinn;
BS, BA, O5U in Busi i d Military Graduate at QSU; Honor graduate Pacific
Coust School of Banking at quW
Profession:
Senjor Vice President and Mgr, Pésonal Financial Services Division, U S Bank with 14 departments
including branch locations in Salem, Bugene, Medford, Klameth Falls and Bend Married: 54 years on
August 26, 2015 to wonderful, delightful, pretty, Judy
Kids: Jim, merried with 3 kids and one gradusted from U of O...owns Portland vital Signs and Opus
Creative with Son-In-Law, Nick Olson
Mary Beth Olson, married with 2 kids and has MBA and works for 2 Small Trust Co in Portland.
Done what: board of directors for;
Albertina Kerr Homes; Eugene JC's; Bugene Sertoma; Rodeo Board Eugene JC’s, American Heart
Associate(Oregon Affillace); Portland Estate Planning @ouncll; Eugene Estate Planning Council; The
Colling Companies{ wood products firm HQ in PDX). ,
Positions keld: Chalrman of the Board, American Heart Assn; President Eugene Bstate Planning Council:
Seqr Eugene S:rlnlnn. Secy, Eugene JC'; Secy, Portland Estate Planning Council; Oregon State Bar

g Legal I 3 Centified Trust and Financial Advisor; Eagle Scout; 17 years as
'l'runeeﬁn-umeﬂngnduwnthundufOSU Assistant Professor at PCC; Assistant Professor at

Name: Jerry Perez

Age76

Weight: 123

1963 marrled (54 years and counting)

Could ot have gone to college without a wrestling schalarship, 1 tried basketball in high school but the
BB coach suid if you are less than 55 you will be a wrestler.

Wretlihg was a joy, right from the start,

Lost to Tim English a5 a freshman and that was my only high sehool loss in 4 years.

Without wrestling, I would not have met my wife and had my farnily that is so dear to me.

Twas & hiead high school referee for 35 years. I reftl the lowa vs University of Washington Match that drew
5000 spectatars up in Seattle.

My work was paych rehab at U Dub and Administrator for mental health clinics

I retired from Hi Line Mental health center 10 years ago. 1loved working with the mentally i, We bave
tvmdﬂdrmuon.whnuaManagernftonotd:mdadaughmmﬂ.twohda.ﬁbew:sanockbmker
until she had the children. Her husband is a surveyor archi

Wrestling has made me 1 lot of friends over the years and opened a door for me that allowed me to take
advantage of my non-athletic talents as well

Name: Len Pettyjohn

Age: 76

Your weight for this tournament: 130

What wrestling meant for you in your life: Most of this is befow, but the discipline raquired to be a
successful wrestler directly transferzed to developing the cliss room focus to reach academic goals,
business decisions and strategy for facing life challenges.

Education: BS, Portland State College; MS, Uriiv. of Wisconsin-Milwaukee; PhD), Univ. of Wiscongin-
Milwankee

Profession: College Professor for 20 years; Owner-Manager of a Bicycling Company for Professional
Cyeling Tewms and Cycling Event Management

Married bow long: 23 years

Kida and what they are doing: None
Th!ngsyvnhavedmemyuu:llfgthatmal:eyouproud.]’ulluwedthmughnnallofmyadumﬂmﬂlgﬂds
that gave me the fpundations for creating a successful teaching career followed by the develop ofa
2nd career in professional eports.

My cycling teams were among the best in the world as I coached mubtiple National, World, Tour de Prance
and Olympic charnpions over 2 40-year career. I contimze to coach master’s level cyclists thraughout the
world and Tam able to trayel with meny of my clients on an annual basis to Europe esch summer.
Iﬁm:]ybelleveamajorfamurformyashmvemenucanbemndmthcdlmphmmdt:nacny]]nmed
25 2 high school, callege, and post i ler, I'v¢ been intimately involved in multiple indtvidual
mdtnmspambmmrythlngpﬂlumcumpadmnhoﬂl:cumnumemrequ:mdtobeﬂsucnﬂsﬁﬂ
wrestler. The truining, weight control, strategy and sheer physical dernands are placed on a singular
individual vs, a skilled opp .it, along with boxing, are the two most pure challenges 2 man faces In
sport. It's a perfect formeat for facing life's challenges.

foe McFarland MD

gz 75

Weight for this tournament: 137

What wrestling meant for you in your life:

viost wrestlers at the college level hate to lose and will do anything and everything to be successful at their
iport. This is like life itcelf - it does not come easy. If you want something imporgant, you have to put on
rour big boy pants and work for it.

Iducation: College —pre med, Med school, Rotating internship. Rn]dﬂwyOﬂhupedw Surgery.
*rofession: Orthopedic Surgery. Retired 1999

arried how long; 46 years  Wife: Mary (s10len from Boston) Doctorate Bd., Professor Emeritas OHSU
chool of nursing

{ids and what they are doing: One son, age 38, law school, currently working with me on weight loss app
ind website to cure the world of obesity.

Things you have done in your life, that make you proud:

Nay first wrestler from U of O to be accepted into medical schoo). I was followed by 4 more wrestler/
lnctors untll they dropped the program. I'm proud of you guys,

jerved In Victnam with MACV and brought running water to RVN Field Hospital

?ructiced Qrihopedics, Vancouver until 1999 and continue to enjoy working at a local Free Clinic. Wrote
t books and 2 mevie seripts, one about wrestling

Name: Tobe Zweygardt

\ge: 77

Neight for this tournament: 157

darried 1966 {51}

‘wo children and 5 grandchildren

Vhat wrestling did for me- If it were not for wrestling, many of the experiences of my life would not have
courred.

moved here after growing up in Kansas. In college at OSU, I was second at the coast tournament as a
ophomore and first a 2 junior and senior. T was the alternate on the USA Greco Roman ieam From 1962-
. I'was in the Peace Corp assigned to the West Africa area including Senegal and Ivory Coast.

m a caitle rancher deep in my heart and own a 3200 acre ranch and am active in my area: Asst coach
38U, Teacher coach Medford, Wrestling referee high school and college, long: time fcriey, Pralrie City
chool board, Directar Prairie Clty Fire board, FPA sdvisory board, Board of directors for Cattlerer’s
san, lions club, Pres, Grant County Rodeo Museum, president Prairie City Lidns Club, Oregon State
irector Lions club, and many more.

am very proud of the life I have lived, mry family and all the positions 1 have held in my geographical
rea, only a few of which are mentioned above.

Name: Len Kauffiman
Age: 74
Your weight for this tournament: 167 Ibs
‘What wrestling meant for you in your life:
Ilearned that hard work and dedication are necessary for success in any endeavor. The sense
acoomplishment has a lifelong affect if one has truly earned that success.
Educetion: B.S. (science) and M.S. (Education} at OSU
Profegsion: College Professor and Coach, Alrline Pilot
Married how long: 44 years (as of November 2016)
Kids and what they are doing: Todd (age 50) is partner and principal ar Ernst & Young
{professional service firm), Kortni {Age 41) is account manager nt Possible (digital strategy, :
and creative design)
Things you have dane in your life, that make you prond:
1. Serving 26 years in the UL5. Army and Oregon Army National Guard, including
'Vietnam service as helicopter pilot, holding command positions and retiring as
Colonel.
2. Head wresting conch and associate professor at Porland State University.
3. Pilot for American Airlines for 16 years,
4, We are very proud of our kids.

Bob Keeney

Age:74

Welght: 177

Twas proudly from a working class family and never considered college, When I started high:
wrestling I weighed 118 ponds and was 5 feet | inch fall. After u fzw years of wrestling my coa
I could earn a scholarship. My comment was: “You mean someone would pay me to wrestle?”
business at the University of Gregon and was PAC 10 champ at 177 and 191 nay Junior and se
was the firgt in my family to graduate from college.
1nmpmudnfmymmgmrdsenrmeuldm)rcueermthzwondpmduc!slnduﬂrymgmy
skilla from college. I did u variety of jobs including labor negotiations, preduct proc a
sts:upum[hleﬁnrmamgmgsomﬂwndnmnbudgeumdnmppmgmnmmmnfwnod
loved my work and belleve wrestling saved me from suffering through life, doing a boring job.
My wite (Judy) works for Gearge Fox Universities with the advanced degrees commitiee.
‘Without wrestling, mylife would be so different. I met miy wife at college and we have been m:
years. My college attendance stimulated many in my family o get an advenced education like
Tamn most proud of my family and xmmy work history. Wrestling provided the opportunity for o
best I could be, by allowing me to do othe sport I love and get an advanced degyee to open up
world to me.

I am very proud of my family and my work history.

Pat Clock

Weight: 191

Lewis and Clark : Physics major

After college at Lewis and Clark, I did 4 years teaching physics, chem.. gen science at high sch
Enlisted Army 1966, OCS, 3 years service In signal corp,

1968 - 1962 RVN officer in microwave commurucations

After separation from the military I got sty masters degree in math st PSUL

I now teach math at PCC part time.

Married in 1970 to my first wife Shirley, who died prematurely.

1 fartunately found another wondetful womsn, Janet, and was remarried in 2015..

T'm proud of my athletic past in wrestling and football and my academc credentials. My olde
Mike played football and wrestled and coached as well as teaching math in college and we scer
the same genetics.

Life has been good 10 me

Ilove my kids : Jay - RCW website manager. Former physics math major at Pacific

Lisa, swirnmer OSU works with her husband in HIGHER GROUNDanmchum Idaho (disat
military). Andy, home remodels. Jennie owns a house deaning b Nine delightful gra

Darrell Kanffman MD
Age: 77

Heavywelght

‘Wrestled at Oregon State, Pacific Coast Champion, AAU All-Americen

‘Wrestling taught me to persevere and never give up, no matier what! This lesson served me we
medical professlon.

Education; B.5, from QSU, DMD from OSHU, residency in maxillofacial surgery, U of W, Orth
residency at USC.

Profession: Orthopedic surgeon in San Jose, Corvaliis, and Lebanon, Oregon.

Published three medical papers and presented one research project ar annual meeting of Crthe
Married aimost 50 years,

Kids: Oldest daughter, Dayna, is an artist in Mauwi, Hawaii. Son David is an attorney and a coloi
US Army Natlonal Guard. Daughter, Diana, is a graduate of USC Marshall School of Business :
married to an attorney. '

Thl.ngs I e most proud of in m)rhfe :In:lude my career, my children, and my grandchildren. K
is ding D: h, Kyle is g the U § Air Force Academy, and Huxley is about to a
kindergarten.

Ron Finley

Weight: 147 )
Unfortunately Ron died of cancer in 2016. He was a dedicated father and husband. His memor

the same gym where this photo was taken, His memorial was attended by a thousand wrestling
the State of Oregon. Ron was on USA Greco team and later cozched the same team. He coache
at Oregon from 1970 until retirement in 1998, Rox's dedth was a blow to the Oregon wreatling «
He was a tremendous competitor and a fine man, loving hushand and father. Ron was 4 lifelon
wresiling. He taught us how to live and he taught us how to die. Rest in peace, Ron.

These wrestlers worked as hard on their careers and family as they did on their
After 55 years they continued to be devoted to their wives, children and grandc

In summary:
Life is a journey and these 10 wrestlers from 55 years ago had an edge by engag
physically hard sport that is difficult to master.

Doing hard things in life prepares us for this life journey as documented in the
these wrestlers.

If you are 2 college AT or Dean or perhaps someone that wants more wrestling,
pick up a phone and begin the conversation on starting a wrestling program in
area.

Northwest: Mike Clock: 503-357-7037 mclock35@gmail comn
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