
PWYSA SOFTBALL LEAGUE
RULES OF PLAY
Division I / Coach Pitch

Division I is Pre-K/Kindergarten/First Grade and is coach pitched.

Batting
1. The Batter is required to wear a batting helmet with face mask/guard while batting.
2. The Batter will get four pitches from the coach. If after four pitches the Batter has not hit the ball, the batting tee will be set up and the
Batter will hit off the tee until successful. (No strikeouts)

3. Throwing the bat after hitting the ball is an automatic out in all divisions. Coaches will remind the players of this rule prior to each game.
No base runners can advance on an automatic out. Safety of the players is a major concern.

4. All girls present will bat once per inning and then the inning is over regardless of runs and outs.

Pitching
1. The batting tee will be used the first few games and always in the event the Batter does not hit the coach-pitched ball after four tries.
2. A foul ball on the third strike is not an out no matter how many are hit with one exception. A Batter who fouls the ball while attempting
to bunt on the third strike is out.

Baserunning
1. Base runners are required to wear a batting helmet.
2. Runners can go one base at a time. No advance on an overthrow.Ru
3. No sliding.
4. If a runner is out on a force out, then they are out and must leave that base.

Fielding
1. Teams will have 10 to 12 girls and positions will be pitcher, first, second, third base, short stop and catcher. The remainder of the players
will play short outfield.

2. Defensive infielders cannot line up more than five feet inside the base paths when a player is at bat. Once the ball is hit, the fielder can
move forward to field the ball.

3. Free substitution of defensive players is allowed.
4. Rotating defensive positions at least every two innings is mandatory to provide the players a chance to enhance learning and to gain
confidence. An attempt must be made to have each child play each position evenly throughout the season.

5. All players present will play at least half the game defensively, unless this is impossible because of a shortened game, the run rule, or
removal of a player for unsportsmanlike conduct.
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Equipment
1. Batting helmets with face masks/guards will be worn when batting and base running.
2. The Catcher will wear a mask with a chest protector.
3. Steel spikes or cleats are not allowed; players may wear rubber cleats or tennis shoes.
4. A 10” softie ball will be used.

Sportsmanship
1. All players, coaches and spectators will treat all participants with respect and dignity – before, during and after the game.
2. Players may be removed from a game for unsportsmanlike conduct.
3. As part of being a good sport, teams will line up and shake hands after each game.

Game, Time Limit, Innings of Play
1. No new inning to begin after 60 min. Additional time can be added at coaches’ discretion.
2. Game starting times will be published in a game schedule for each division.
3. Games may be called for inclement weather at any time. If lightening can be seen or thunder heard, the game must be stopped

immediately because the storm is within 10 miles. A game will be complete if at least four and one-half innings have been played.

Field Dimensions
55’ base path, 30’ pitching

Umpires’ Authority
Coaches will umpire the games.

Coaching
Coaches or a parent (if cleared by your association) may coach first and third bases. One coach per base. A Coach cannot touch a player to

get them to advance to second or home. If a player is touched to encourage them to advance, the runner is out.

Forfeits
If there are less than six players present from a team ten minutes after the scheduled start of the game, a forfeit loss may be declared by the
opposing coach. Further, both coaches may agree for play to continue, based on the opposing coach’s decision to supply players to short
team. PWYSA recommends play occur.

Protests
1. Any protest has to be filed with the Division I Coordinator within 24 hours following the end of the game being protested. A protest
committee will consist of the Division I Coordinator and two members of the Board of Directors.

2. Protests must concern matters of misinterpretation of a playing rule, failure of the coach (umpire) to apply the correct rule to a given

situation, or failure to impose the correct penalty for a given violation. Protests concerning a judgment decision will not be considered.

3. Notification of intent to protest must be made immediately and before the next pitch.

Miscellaneous
1. No smoking or alcoholic beverages are permitted on the field. Suspension may result.
2. The Home Team is responsible for getting the bases and equipment out of the storage boxes prior to the game and for clean up after the
game.

3. The Home Team has infield practice up to 15 minutes before the start of the game. The Visitors Team has the final 15 min.
4. During games players and coaches are encourage to stay on the bench, in the dugout or in the batting boxes.
5. Pitchers may not wear any yellow articles of clothing.
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