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GUIDELINES REGARDING NON-SANCTIONED PLAY

USA Hockey and its Affiliates are charged with establishing rules and policies for the
organization, coordination and betterment of hockey, including developing players, coaches
and officials, and managing and minimizing risks associated with the sport. Recent examples
include implementation of the ADM, including cross ice hockey for players 8 and under, and
processes and procedures for expansion of junior hockey programs. USA Hockey strongly
believes in these programs as evidenced by the overwhelming support they have received
across the country, the continuing growth in membership, and the advances that have
resulted and are expected to result in the development of hockey players in our country.

USA Hockey has had inquiries regarding the rights and obligations of USA Hockey, its
various Affiliates and local programs with respect to ice hockey that is not sanctioned by
USA Hockey. To provide guidance to Affiliates and local programs, USA Hockey, as the
National Governing Body for ice hockey in the United States, provides the guidelines below
acting pursuant to USA Hockey’s authority under the Amateur Sports Act (36 U.S.C. §
220501 et. seq.).
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GUIDELINES REGARDING NON-SANCTIONED PLAY

USA Hockey and its Affiliates are charged with establishing rules and policies for the
organization, coordination and betterment of hockey, including developing players, coaches
and officials, and managing and minimizing risks associated with the sport. Recent-examples

USA Hockey has had inquiries regarding the rights and obligations of USA Hockey, its
various Affiliates and local programs with respect to ice hockey that is not sanctioned by



USA Hockey. To provide guidance to Affiliates and local programs, USA Hockey, as the
National Governing Body for ice hockey in the United States, provides the guidelines below
acting pursuant to USA Hockey’s authority under the Amateur Sports Act (36 U.S.C. §
220501 et. seq.). The guidelines below apply to all local programs and teams that
field teams in the Youth, Girls, High School, and Junior categories.

INTENTION OF PROPOSAL: Clarify that it was never the intention of this policy to ONLY
apply to 8U hockey.
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INSTRUCTIONS

» Please type or print all information. (Please use another sheet if the current or proposed
language does not fit in the space provided on the form)
= When typing the “Specific Wording of Proposal”, bold new wording and strike through

deletions.
= Receipt of submission to the USA Hockey Executive Office has to be gn or before April
1,2023.

e E-mail to: lauren.tesler@usahockey.org

= Submit one copy to the respective Affiliate or District Organization/District Director(s) and a
copy to the Chalrperson of the approprlate Councll, Commlttee or Sectlon.  The Affiliate
may submit any comments to the USA Hockey National Office within one week of receipt.

= Use one form per proposal. Please reproduce this form as needed.

= You will receive confirmation from the Executive Director’s office of receipt of the submitted
agenda item/proposal(s). The deadline for receipt of submission will be strictly enforced in
accordance with USA Hockey Bylaws.
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