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URGENT: Register for your 2017
membership & pay dues by 1/31! 
  
All members are reminded to register for their 2017
membership and pay their dues by January 31.  A
$50 late fee will be applied for dues paid after this
date.  

Members may no longer use Paypal for dues.
Instead, please go to the WCC homepage:
http://www.washingtoncanoeclub.org/pay-dues-1 or
to the WCC SportsEngine registration home page.

Our Paypal link will remain on our website for donations, so members
and their friends eager to support the best cause on the Potomac
should continue to use that link for charitable giving.

Going forward we will use the SportsEngine site for all dues-related
communications to members.  Members who are not yet current on
their 2016 dues should contact Treasurer Jim Givens to establish
payment. Members who joined before July 1, 2016 are responsible for
the full year's dues. Members admitted after July 1 pay 50 percent of
annual dues. For additional information, click this
link: http://www.washingtoncanoeclub.org/sportsengine-instruction-
and-faq
 

Oyster Roast - Sunday, January 15th

Kick off the new year with the WCC Oyster Roast this weekend, on
Sunday, January 15, from 1 to 4 pm.  Come rain, snow, sleet or just
cold! The feast will include oysters, hotdogs, fried turkey, beer and
wine. $25 per adult, $60 per family, kids under 12 get in free.
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Winter Ready!

The Good News: Thanks to a hearty corps of volunteers, the floating
docks have been stored for the winter, the motor boats have been
winterized, and a new rack has been built with the capacity to store
more than 100 paddles.

The Bad News:  The old plastic shed blew apart in the windstorm.
Items previously stored in the shed can now be found on the new rack
that has been installed in the area back by the PFDs between the
boat rack portion of the building and the weight room.

Security
A total of four new motion-activated
"trail cams" have been installed to
record activity around the club.
There are two cameras inside the
building, including one in the locked
section, and two outside facing
each ramp.

With Thanks (new Surfski!)    
We are delighted to announce the arrival of a high-performance,
nearly new  Stellar K-1 surfski, which was donated to the club by
Barbara Sullivan, a WCC Honorary Life Member. This high quality
boat is for use only by experienced racers and is not intended for
general recreational use.  Club members who wish to use the new
surfski must first be cleared by the Commodore; racers should speak
to the sprint coaches before using the Stellar K-1. 

Fire Safety
Our condolences go out to the District Yacht Club, whose clubhouse
and two other buildings were destroyed by a devastating fire on
December 19 following a children's Christmas party. No boats were
damaged.

The non-profit District Yacht Club, established in 1955, is situated on
the Anacostia River at 1409 Water Street near the Navy Yard on a
section of the river known as Boathouse Row. According to the

Support the Club and make a
contribution today!

Click here
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Washington Post, the fire started around 3 AM, nearly 12 hours after
the party ended. The cause is still under investigation. Firefighters
struggled to contain the fire in part because the clubhouse had access
to only low-volume fire hydrants and instead relied primarily on
fireboats to battle the flames. 

Please keep fire safety top of mind and protect our historic boathouse
and property.  Like the District Yacht Club, our club has limited access
to fire hydrants and currently has no alarm system connected to a
central monitoring service.  We will be conducting a fire protection
survey soon, and two new fire extinguishers are being purchased and
will be located inside the boathouse next to the refrigerator and on the
wall next to the bottle opener.

Bonnie Havens: 2016 WCC Volunteer
of the Year!

Congratulations to Bonnie Havens, who has been named the
WCC's 2016 Volunteer of the Year! On behalf of the WCC
membership thank you Bonnie for your passion, ingenuity and
tireless commitment to making the club great. Pictured below is
Bonnie's mantel showcasing the special painting she was gifted in
appreciation for her contributions. May Bonnie's dedication be an
inspiration to us all! 



 

The Painting's Story:

The artist's name was Larry Zabel. He was a very famous
American Western painter. Lots of cowboy and Indian stuff and his
paintings hang in many Western Art museums, but also in the
Smithsonian, too. He painted this piece of work and donated it to
WCC in appreciation for the club allowing him to move into the
upstairs meeting room and use it as an art studio while he stayed
in DC for about six month (maybe around 2005 or so). He came to
us as a friend of Chisolm McAvoy, a longtime member of WCC. 

Larry became fond of boats-in-water and was challenged by
painting the waves generated by the boat as it passed thru water.
Prior to WCC he painted only rivers, water falls, etc., but never the
interaction of boats and water.

The painting was a compilation of many different pictures he took
of club members paddling at WCC over the months he was here.
Because of that this painting has several of the same people in
several different boats (for example Blaise Rhodes and Jim Ross
are each in two different boats).

WCC understood the monetary value of the art so instead of
hanging it in the club we award it to a WCC member each year
and they enjoy the work and keep it safe.
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Got News? 
Have something to share in the next newsletter? Send to
cam@camnco.net. Content must be submitted by the 5th of the
month to be included in that month's issue.

Follow us on Twitter: @washcanoeclub
Like us on Facebook
Use this hashtag:  #savethecanoeclub

WashingtonCanoeClub.org
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