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Dover Youth Softball League
Bylaws
     Appendix V


6U Division
Supplemental Local Playing Rules
General Rules
1. This is a non-competitive division. Ensuring the players have fun is the paramount objective and
should be always stressed by coaches and parents. The emphasis should be placed on the
learning of basic softball skills and the social skills of being a good teammate.
2. Games shall start on time as scheduled.
3. Lightning Rule: If, during a game, lightning is sighted, or thunder is heard by an umpire or coach, regardless of the estimated distance, the umpire will immediately clear the field for a period of 30 minutes. (The time will be recorded in the scorebooks.) Should lightning be sighted during the 30-minute delay, a new 30-minute waiting period begins. Play will be stopped on all fields when lightning is sighted at any one field. Players must return to their vehicles during the delay.
4. Umpire volunteers are encouraged. If a volunteer umpire is not available, the coach pitching
shall be the head umpire with responsibility with making calls at 2nd base and home plate. The
base coaches will serve as umpires and make calls at their respective bases. If there are no other
coaches available, the head umpire will make all calls. He/She will also call all dead balls as
warranted.

5. Teams shall schedule no more than 3 events, games, or practices, per week.
6. A “Soft-Touch”/”Incrediball” shall be used to reduce the possibility of injury.
7. No metal cleats are allowed. Non-metal cleats are permitted.
8. Jewelry is permitted in all divisions of Babe Ruth League Inc. Umpires (or DSYL Coaches) have the authority to remove anything believed to distract or increase risk to player safety. Medical alert or religious bracelets or necklaces are not considered jewelry.
In general, DYSL discourages the wearing of jewelry by its players during practices or games as it poses an increased risk of injury.
Game Rules
1. Babe Ruth League Softball Rules & Regulations and Official Playing Rules (most recent edition)
will apply to Dover Youth Softball League games in the 6U division. DYSL exceptions/additions
are listed below.

2. BRSB Rule 4.15 – A game shall be forfeited …
DYSL Rule - An official game is one in which both teams have a minimum of 6 players. It is
permissible to borrow a player from another DYSL 6U team. If one team has 3 more players than
the other it is recommended to borrow a player. If there are not enough players, then coaches may
decide how best to utilize the time (combined practice or reschedule the game).

3. All games with have a 75-minute time limit. Games called because of time limit will be considered a regulation game regardless of number of innings played. For clarification, a new inning begins when the 3rd out is recorded in the preceding inning.
 4. All players bat every inning. The inning ends when the last player has hit. A rotating, serpentine batting order will be used to ensure all players get the same opportunity to hit throughout the season.
 5. Players at bat shall be the only ones with a bat in their possession. All other players will remain on the “bench”.
 6. The batter gets four attempts to hit the ball from the tee. The head coach will assist the batter in hitting the ball thereafter so the batter may run the bases.
 7. The goal as the season progresses is to encourage the players to the opportunity to hit without the benefit of a tee from a coach pitching. If, after four pitches without the batter hitting the pitch, a tee shall be used.
 8. All players play defense every inning. Up to ten players are permitted on the playing field. There shall be four outfielders.
 9. No player may sit more than one consecutive defensive inning unless injured or has a medical condition preventing them from playing. All players must play a minimum of six defensive outs.
10. Players will rotate positions each inning. Each player should play at least one infield and one outfield position each game and encouraged to play all fielding positions during the course of the season, excluding pitcher and catcher.
 11. Two adult coaches are allowed on the field with their team while on defense. This is to assist with player positioning and coaching.
 12. BRSB Rule 1.16 (c) – Pitcher, corner infielders (1st/3rd) are required to wear approved fielder facemasks. Face masks are strongly recommended for all fielders.
 13. Bunting and stealing are not allowed.
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