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TO:   All NYSAHA Members 
FROM: NYSAHA Board of Directors                                                                                                   

         DATE: February 12, 2021 
N            HOCKEY ASSOCIATION, INC.        

 
Dear NYSAHA Members: 
 

As you may know, NYSAHA, the WNYAHL and several ice rinks filed a legal action 
against the State of New York.  The action is seeking a court order prohibiting the State from 
enforcing recent travel restrictions imposed upon ice hockey, and to reclassify ice hockey as a 
low or moderate risk sport.  These changes would permit games to be played on a simplified 
basis statewide, in a manner that keeps our membership and communities safe.  
 

On February 11, 2021, the action was considered by a Court on a preliminary basis—in 
other words, to determine whether to stop enforcement of the restrictions pending a final hearing 
at a future date yet to be determined.   
 

Unfortunately, the Court did not stop enforcement of ice hockey’s “higher risk” 
classification.  However, the Court did find that the State cannot enforce the travel restrictions 
set forth in the State’s most recent “Interim Guidance for Sports and Recreation.” Although the 
Judge announced his decision, he has not yet signed an order permitting this change to be 
effective.  We expect that this should occur early next week.  Until the Judge signs the order, it 
is important that you continue to comply with the travel restrictions stated below.   
 

These restrictions had prohibited how far players and teams could travel for a game or 
competition within New York State.  Specifically, they prohibited travel outside (i) the “region” 
or a “contiguous region” (meaning, a region that shares a border with your region); and/or (ii) 
within the county or a “contiguous county” (meaning, a county that shares a border with your 
county).  
 

With the exception of the travel restrictions, the remainder of the standards for safe play in 
the State’s January 22, 2021 “Interim Guidance for Sports and Recreation” will remain in place, 
for the time being.  The Court’s decision also did not impact any rules issued by local 
departments of health.  It is important that you continue to comply with all State and local 
guidelines.  You must continue to check with the Department of Health (DOH) for your county 
(where you reside, and where you play) for what you may and may not do. This includes, but is 
not limited to, the following: 

 
1) For individuals (“participants”), check if your county DOH allows you to play games 

within your county, and what safety precautions you are required to follow. Many 
counties are specific about what individuals are “permitted” to do and cannot do.  
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2) For Associations and their teams, check with the DOH of your county (where the team’s 

home ice is located) for what the team may and may not do. For example, check if that 
county’s DOH allows for teams to play games within the county. Many counties are 
specific of what teams are “permitted” to do and cannot do.  
 

3) Check to determine if the county in which the game is to be played is permitted by that 
county’s DOH, and whether that county has placed any restrictions on what is permitted. 
For example, a county may permit a game to played but only by teams whose home ice is 
located in that county, and/or only with players who reside in that county. In short, all the 
relevant DOH permissions for the counties involved must line up: each DOH covering 
each player, each team and site of the game must all permit the game.   

 
It should be noted that interstate play for practices or games “is strongly discouraged” under 

the Guidance, and “if undertaken, must strictly adhere to the requirements of the State’s travel 
advisory” (including any quarantine requirements).  
 

Although the Guidance is complex, teams and players must follow the DOH for each county 
involved, as well as rules and regulations under the State’s Interim Guidance. It is imperative 
that we make sure we keep everything within these guidelines and avoid taking actions that 
would cause the State to shut us down. 
 
Good luck, stay safe and follow the rules. 
 


