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VRUGGINK’S MESSAGE

Winter/Spring 2026

Sale of Joe’s 
Rose Bowl Ring 
brought $18,200 
for the Tiller 
Endowment.

THE NEW GOAL IS TO RAISE $225,000 TO ENDOW
SCHOLARSHIPS & HELP HONOR PAST HEROES 

WE NEED YOUR HELP … HERE’S HOW – 
•	 DONATE TO SCHOLARSHIP FUND or
•	 CREATE AN ENDOWMENT or
•	 ADD TO AN EXISTING ENDOWMENT or
•	 TRANSFER YOUR R.M.D. AND SAVE ON TAXES or
•	 CONSIDER ESTATE & PLANNED GIVING 
•	 DONATE THRU ZEFFY 
•	 JOIN THE CHAPTER and
•	 SERVE ON A COMMITTEE or 
•	 ASK ABOUT BECOMING A SPONSOR (call 765-427-3303) 

     Greetings from West Lafayette! If you remember Joe Tiller and this is one 
of your first messages from us, please allow for an explanation and peruse the 
attached newsletter.
     The National Football Foundation’s Joe Tiller Chapter of Northwest Indiana 
asks you to help make Joe’s legacy meaningful and everlasting by endowing 
scholarships into perpetuity and honoring Joe’s dedication to recognizing the ac-
complishments of young scholar athletes.  
     The chapter’s Board of Directors launched “2025 Drive” in 2017 hoping to 
raise at least $500,000 for a scholarship endowment in order to use the annual 
interest to cover the chapter’s scholarship commitments far into the future. Can 
you help us financially or by making phone calls or serving on a fund-raising 
committee as we continue the renamed “Tiller Legacy Campaign” and complete 
our goal within a few years?
     This 501 c-3 foundation was renamed the Joe Tiller Chapter of Northwest 
Indiana in 2007 in honor of Joe becoming Purdue’s winningest football coach 
ever. After receiving its charter in 2004, the chapter (which is NOT part of Purdue 
University) has become the largest chapter in Indiana and, at one point, was the 
second largest in the nation. It now ranks seventh among the NFF’s 120 chapters. 
     In partnership with local media outlets, this chapter offers recognition for male 
and female scholar-athletes (nominated by their schools) after graduation from 
75+ high schools in Northwest Indiana. In its first 21 years, this chapter has recog-
nized 581 student athletes, awarding scholarships to many of them following high 
school for use during their second semester of college. The chapter has distributed 
more than $315,000 in scholarship funds and honored nearly 120 individuals 
for their community and area accomplishments during our annual NFF Honors 
Dinners or Brunches. The chapter has also raised nearly $110,000 for charities, 
mostly for Purdue’s Institute for Cancer Research in the 

1

Photos by
Young Lee

PROMISING SCHOLARSHIPS FOR THE FUTURE  
THROUGH THE TILLER LEGACY CAMPAIGN

WILL YOU HELP SECURE  
THE TILLER LEGACY?

HOW ABOUT ENDOWING 
A NAMED SCHOLARSHIP?

name of Tyler Trent.
     Also, each dues-paying NFF member receives a ballot in the selection process 
for the College Football Hall of Fame, a feature that helped elect six former Pur-
due All-Americans and two coaches to the HOF in the last 20 years. In addition, 
this chapter has successfully inducted 21 former Boilermakers and several area 
high school coaches and players into the Indiana FB Hall of Fame since 2012.  
     Fundraising to support these efforts is generated through sales of tickets, 
memorabilia, advertising, sponsorship and donations, but those sources have 
diminished due to changes in our economy and in IRS rules. 
     Other NFF chapters (like the Moose Krause Chapter near Notre Dame) have 
successfully established endowments to support future commitments. We are 
confident you will help us do the same for the Tiller Chapter. Thanks largely to the 

     Thanks to Arnette Tiller’s generous gift of Joe’s 
Rose Bowl ring, watch and other wonderful memora-
bilia items from 25 years ago and the response from 
several loyal Purdue fans, the Tiller Chapter now 
has an opportunity to secure Coach Tiller’s legacy in 
Lafayette and State of Indiana.  
     In conjunction with the Rose Bowl Reunion last 
fall, Coach Tiller’s wife donated about 30 of Joe’s 
Rose Bowl memorabilia items to the Tiller Chapter 
for sales or auctions to benefit the Tiller Scholarship 
Endowment, which the chapter established at Joe’s 
permission shortly before his passing. So far, those 
sales (plus the sales of previous items donated by Ar-
nette eight years ago) have netted more than $41,000 
and allowed the chapter to reach to $275,000 mark 
in its goal of raising $500,000 for the endowment to 
forever fund the scholarship program and the existence 
of the chapter named in Joe’s honor.
     The chapter received more than $304,000 in 
donations for scholarships and endowments over the 
eight years since creating the “Drive 2025” campaign, 
but we failed to meet the original goal. … So, the 
chapter’s new “Tiller Legacy Campaign” aims to reach 
the $500,000 goal in time for the chapter’s 25th an-
niversary in 2029.  

     To reach our goal of a $500,000 endowment, we 
are offering named scholarships for donors, businesses 
and groups of supporters during this “Tiller Legacy 
Campaign” at two levels.
     With a commitment of $50,000, you or your group 
can get an individual name, family name, your business 
or your group on an endowed scholarship worth $1,500 
awarded each year to a different high school scholar-
athlete for his or her second semester of college.
     A $30,000 commitment allows for a scholarship 
worth $750 to be “named” after a group, like Tiller’s 
Walk-ons or Tiller’s Defensive Ends or Tiller’s As-
sistants or Tiller’s Knuckleheads or Tiller’s ________ 
(you fill in the blank).
     The scholarships will be awarded every year by the 
Tiller Scholarship Fund and announced in the chapter 
newsletter, on our website and at the NFF Honors 
Brunch or some other public event.
     Payments into the fund could be spread out over sev-
eral years … or could become part of the donors will.
     Also, part of the earned interest each year will be 
used to increase the value of the endowment to compen-
sate for inflation and increase the scholarship payment 
incrementally into the future.
     Contact Jim Vruggink for details (765-427-3303).

Continued on pg.2



2

WANT TO DOUBLE THE IMPACT  
OF YOUR DONATION?

      With permission from key memorabilia buyers, the Tiller Chapter has added 
the $41,000+ netted from Arnette’s donations to the previous $100,000 given by 
an anonymous football player to increase our matching-gift program to $141,000. 
Those funds will be used to encourage former Boilermaker players, coaches and 
athletic department staff members to “double their impact” as they endow scholar-
ships within the Tiller Scholarship Endowment at the Community Foundation of 
Greater Lafayette. 
     Starting with a minimum gift of $500, you can take advantage of this match-
ing-gift program. A donation of $500 will count as $1,000 toward an endowment; 
a gift of $5,000 will count as $10,000; a commitment of $10,000 will count as 
$20,000; and so on until the $141,000+ is fully exhausted … or until we receive 
additional funds earmarked for the matching-gift program. 
     If you are interested in taking advantage of this offer with a timely donation, 
please use the form on the next column to commit to a plan and timetable, hope-
fully to be completed by 2029. 
     This offer is primarily available to former players, coaches and athletic staff 
members but, at some point in 2027, could be extended to chapter members, fans, 
businesses and members of the community. 

WANT TO MAXIMIZE YOUR  
IMPACT VIA YOUR RMD?

     As you have conversations with your tax advisor – and if you have reached 
age 73 – you might want to consider that the easiest and most sensible ways to 
donate is through sharing part of your RMD (Required Minimum Distribution) 
and avoiding some taxes. 
     This is a powerful giving strategy that can help you support the “Tiller Legacy 
Campaign” of this National Football Foundation chapter while also optimizing 
your tax situation.
     If you’ve reached that magical age of 73 (or older) and are taking Required 
Minimum Distributions (RMDs) from your IRA, you may want to consider mak-
ing a Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD) directly from your IRA to the 
Tiller Endowment at the Community Foundation. A QCD allows you to transfer 
up to $111,000 per year (per individual) directly to a qualified charity without 
recognizing the amount as taxable income.
     Reasons to consider a QCD:
•	 Reduce taxable income: A QCD is excluded from your adjusted gross 

income (AGI), so it won’t increase your taxable income the way a standard 
RMD would.

•	 Potentially lower Medicare premiums: Lower AGI may help you avoid 
higher Medicare Part B and D premiums that are tied to income thresholds.

•	 Reduce taxes on Social Security benefits: A lower AGI can also reduce the 
portion of your Social Security benefits that is subject to tax.

•	 Satisfy your RMD requirement: A QCD can count toward all or part of 
your RMD for the year, helping you meet IRS requirements in a tax-efficient 
way.

     This strategy is especially helpful for donors who take the standard deduction 
and might otherwise see little benefit from itemizing charitable gifts.

MY DONATION TO HELP MEET
SCHOLARSHIP & ENDOWMENT GOAL

My commitment to the scholarship endowment goal for the National
Football Foundation’s Joe Tiller Chapter of Northwest Indiana (a 501 c-3
foundation) is:: 
$_______ total = $_________ in 2026; $________ in 2027; $________ in 
2028; and $________ in 2029.
Please make donations payable to National Football Foundation
(Check is enclosed ____; Send me an invoice ____; Call me to discuss ____)

(You can also contribute electronically through ZEFFY using QR code below), 
a free processing service for 501 c-3 foundations. 
Indicate here ____ if you wish your donation to be listed as anonymous. 

Your Name ________________________________ Phone ________________
Address _________________________________________________________
City _______________________ State _________________ Zip ___________
Email ___________________________________________________________

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO:    	 Jim Vruggink, Fundraising Coord.
Joe Tiller Chapter of NFF

QUESTIONS?				    3672 Farnsworth Drive
CALL JIM AT:  765-427-3303		  West Lafayette, IN 47906

ESTATE & PLANNED GIFT NOTIFICATION FORM
The Joe Tiller Chapter, National Football Foundation/Tiller Legacy Campaign, 
thanks you for your commitment to the mission of the NFF and the Joe Tiller 
Chapter. This form allows you to notify us of your intention to include the Joe 
Tiller Chapter of the NFF in your will, trust, or other estate plan.
This notification is provided for planning purposes only and does not create a 
legal obligation. All estate gifts are revocable. We understand this reflects your 
current intentions, and that circumstances may change over time.

Please check one:
☐ I/We have included the Joe Tiller Chapter of the National Football Founda-
tion in my/our estate plan.
☐ I/We intend to include the Joe Tiller Chapter of the National Football Founda-
tion in my/our estate plan.
Type of gift (optional):
☐ Will or Trust    ☐ IRA or Retirement Account    ☐ Life Insurance     
☐ Other: _____________
Gift designation (optional):
☐ Joe Tiller Scholarship Endowment    ☐ Unrestricted support     
☐ Other: _____________
Estimated value (optional):
I/We estimate that the value of my/our provision is $_____________________.                    

Donor Information:
Name(s): _______________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
Phone: ________________________   Email: _________________________
Acknowledgment:
I/We understand this gift is revocable and that this form is not a binding legal 
agreement. This notification is provided solely for planning purposes.

Signature(s): _________________________________   Date: _____________

PLEASE RETURN THIS FORM TO:             Jim Vruggink, Fundraising Coord.
Joe Tiller Chapter of NFF

QUESTIONS?				    3672 Farnsworth Drive
CALL JIM AT:  765-427-3303		  West Lafayette, IN 47906

WANT TO SAVE ON TAXES VIA  
ESTATE & PLANNED GIVING?

     One of the most meaningful ways to support the “Tiller Legacy Campaign” is 
by including the chapter in your estate plans.

Continued on pg.3

TILLER LEGACY CAMPAIGN
Continued from pg. 1
generosity of Arnette Tiller, two former Purdue quarterbacks and the wife of our 
past-president Bob Hagen, we are more than halfway to reaching our endowment 
goal of $500,000. 
     Will you help us permanently stamp the name of Joe Tiller in the Lafayette 
community and throughout the State of Indiana by contributing your time or 
resources leading up to our 25th anniversary in 2029? - Either providing a major 
gift in one lump sum or spreading it out over three years OR by helping us make 
some phone calls? Let’s discuss an endowment that could fund an annual scholar-
ship named for the donor or group of donors. 
     Thanks for your consideration. 
JIM VRUGGINK
Awards & Fundraising Coordinator

FOR ONLINE  
GIVING VIA ZEFFY
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SAVE ON TAXES VIA ESTATE  
AND PLANNED GIVING

     Many donors are unaware that retirement assets — especially IRAs — are 
often the most heavily-taxed assets upon death. When left to heirs, a significant 
portion can be lost to taxes. Naming a charitable organization like the National 
Football Foundation, Joe Tiller Chapter, as a beneficiary can eliminate that tax 
burden and ensure those dollars are used for good rather than going to the govern-
ment.
      We encourage you to consider a planned gift to the Tiller Chapter’s schol-
arship endowment. These funds support student-athletes who probably won’t 
continue their sport at the collegiate level but who exemplify leadership, character 
and academic excellence. They are our future leaders.
     The NFF’s mission is to promote the power of amateur football in develop-
ing leadership, sportsmanship, competitive spirit and academic achievement in 
America’s young people. Through scholarships and grassroots support, we serve 
not only youth, but our nation as a whole.
     Adjacent to this story is a simple form to let us know if the Joe Tiller Chapter 
of the National Football Foundation is named as a beneficiary in your will or 
estate plan. This is a revocable gift, and we understand this reflects your current 
intentions —circumstances can change, and no one knows what end of life may 
bring. Completing and returning this form allows us to plan responsibly for the 
long-term success of this chapter. The form is for notification purposes only and 
does not alter your estate plans.
     Thank you for your commitment to the scholar-athletes of today and tomorrow.
If you would like more information about estate and planned giving or making a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution to the National Football Foundation, or if you 
need documentation for your IRA custodian, please contact Jim Vruggink (jv@
purdue.edu or 765-427-3303). He can connect to the right person to assist. 

Continued from pg. 2

DATES SET FOR 2026 HONORS BRUNCH 
AND TYLER TRENT GOLF OUTING

     The 22nd annual NFF Honors Brunch “Celebrating Our Legends” will be held 
on Sunday, June 14, at the Purdue Memorial Union Ballrooms, featuring scholar-
athletes and community high-achievers from throughout Northwest Indiana. 
     This event usually draws a crowd of between 350 and 450 people and is co-
hosted with the Lafayette Journal & Courier. Student honorees are nominated by 
the 75-plus high schools in the 20 counties between Montgomery County and 
Lake Michigan. Community awards nominations are submitted by members of 
the Tiller Chapter and the communities throughout Northwest Indiana. Readers of 
this newsletter are also encouraged to nominate candidates for the various awards 
shown on pages 4-6 of this publication. Panels of judges decide the winners.    
Tickets will go on sale in late March. 
     Also on the schedule is the 6th annual Tyler Trent Golf Outing, slated this 
year for Friday, Sept. 4, at Coyote Crossing Golf Club. This event usually draws 
between 60 and 85 golfers with proceeds going to the Purdue Institute for Cancer 
Research in honor of Tyler Trent, a Purdue student who died in 2019 following a 
valiant battle with cancer. Registrations will be accepted starting in July.  
     If you like country music and you want to support the Tyler Trent Foundation, 
see details on page 8 about a dinner concert in Carmel. 
     The Tiller Chapter is also trying to schedule an event locally with Drew Brees 
to celebrate his induction into the Pro Football Hall of Fame and the Indiana Foot-
ball Hall of Fame. Drew lives in Southern California but makes occasional trips 
to Indiana for business purposes so we are hoping to get an event scheduled in the 
Lafayette area soon. Drew’s commitments to coaching his four active children in 
their various sports keeps him very busy, but hopefully he’ll find time to commit 
to a day or evening in the spring, summer or fall when we could stage an event 
for our members and the community in general. Greater Lafayette Commerce has 
expressed interest in helping us host that event. More details to come. 

BREES CHOSEN FOR INDUCTION 
INTO PRO FOOTBALL HALL OF FAME; 
CHAPTER PLANS SPECIAL EVENT IN  
WEST LAFAYETTE TO HONOR DREW

Drew Brees caps off a brilliant football career this summer when he is inducted 
into the Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio. Brees played high school 
football at Austin Westlake, college football at Purdue and professional football 
in San Diego and New Orleans, setting records at every level. Photo by Frank 
Oliver, Lafayette Journal & Courier 

     Drew Brees, a Purdue Boilermaker and one of the greatest quarterbacks of 
all-time, has been announced as an inductee for the Pro Football Hall of Fame. 
A first-ballot Hall of Famer, Brees joins Roger Craig, Larry Fitzgerald, Luke 
Kuechly and Adam Vinatieri in the class of 2026. The announcement was made 
at NFL Honors, the league’s primetime end-of-season awards show, Feb. 5 in San 
Francisco.
     Brees will become the fifth Boilermaker to be enshrined in the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame alongside Len Dawson (1987), Bob Griese (1990), Hank Stram 
(2003) and Rod Woodson (2009). The 2026 Pro Football Hall of Fame induction 
ceremony will take place in Canton, Ohio, in August. 
     John Purdue Club and President’s Council Lifetime members will receive 
priority access to VIP Enshrinement offerings, including official ticket purchasing 
opportunities, exclusive Purdue events celebrating Brees, and local hotel accom-
modations from Aug. 7-9. More details to come soon to those who qualify. 
     In addition, Brees has been selected for induction into the Indiana Football 
Hall of Fame, presented by the Indiana Football Coaches Association. That induc-
tion will occur during an event planned by the Joe Tiller Chapter of the National 
Football Foundation. The chapter is in conversation with Brees to find a time to 
honor him for both awards in the West Lafayette area within the next half year 
or so, depending on his busy schedule. NFF chapter members and sponsors will 
receive first priority to participate in that event. Stay tuned. 
     A Super Bowl MVP and Walter Payton NFL Man of the Year, Brees retired in 
2020, which made the class of 2026 his first year of eligibility for the Pro Foot-
ball Hall of Fame. He set five NFL records throughout his career: completions 
(7,142), 5,000-yard passing seasons (5), consecutive games with a touchdown 
pass (54), most touchdown passes in a game (7) and the highest single-season 
completion percentage (74.4). He also still ranks second in NFL history in passing 
touchdowns (571) and passing yards (80,358), while ranking third in completion 
percentage (67.7) and fourth in wins (172).
     Brees was drafted by the San Diego Chargers in 2001, spending five seasons 
with the team before joining the New Orleans Saints. While in New Orleans, 
Brees broke nearly all of the organization’s statistical passing records, and he led 
the Saints to victory in Super Bowl XLIV (2009). As a Saint, he was a two-time 
NFL Offensive Player of the Year, five-time All-Pro and 13-time Pro Bowler.
Before his incredible NFL career, Brees rewrote the record books at Purdue. He 

Continued on pg. 7



AWARDS FOR JOE TILLER CHAPTER OF NORTHWEST INDIANA
GOLD MEDALLION AWARD 

     This award is given on rare occasion and in special circumstances to recognize 
the career of a highly-successful person in this region. It recognizes an outstand-
ing American and/or loyal Hoosier who has achieved significant career success 
while demonstrating integrity and honesty and bringing recognition to the local 
area covered by this NFF chapter.
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and considered by the Awards Committee, which recommends 
no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by 
the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at the annual Honors 
Dinner, Reception or Brunch.. 
2007 Honoree: Dr. Martin Jischke, President of Purdue University
2010 Honorees: Drew Brees, Len Dawson and Bob Griese - Purdue’s Super 
Bowl Champion QB’s 
2011 Honorees: Neil Armstrong, Eugene Cernan and Jerry Ross – Purdue 
Astronauts
2013 Honoree: David Boudia, Olympic Gold and Bronze Medalist in diving
2017 Honoree: Morgan Burke, Purdue’s Director of Intercollegiate Athletics, 
23 years
2022 Honoree: Dr. Robert Hagen, Orthopedic Surgeon and Community Leader
2024 Honorees: Gene Keady and Matt Painter, leaders of Purdue basketball 
excellence for last 44 years

HIGH SCHOOL SCHOLAR-ATHLETE AWARD  
     This annual award is intended to provide recognition to a graduating high 
school senior football player who exemplifies excellence as a student, an athlete 
and a citizen. Scholarship money from the National Football Foundation is 
provided to the winner as long as he is not receiving full athletic aid to attend the 
college of his choice. He is not required to continue his career as a football player. 
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted in early winter from high school 
coaches and/or administrators in the counties covered by this NFF chapter. Nomi-
nations are evaluated by the Scholar-Athlete Committee, which recommends at 
least one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by the Board of 
Directors and the presentation should be made at the annual Honors Dinner. Other 
nominees will also be recognized at the Honors Dinner, Reception or Brunch.. 
2003 Honoree: %Clayton Richard of McCutcheon H.S.
2005 Honoree: William Bowman of Lafayette Jefferson H.S.
2006 Honoree: Brett Courtney of West Lafayette Harrison H.S.
2007 Honoree: James Wodicka of West Lafayette H.S.
2008 Honoree: Griffin Richeson of Lafayette Central Catholic H.S.
2009 Honoree: *Matt Lancaster of West Lafayette H.S. 
2010 Honoree: *Daniel Wodicka of West Lafayette H.S.
2011 Honoree: Alex Hegg of Seeger Memorial H.S.
2012 Honoree: Dayton Snyder of West Lafayette H.S.
2013 Honoree: #Ryan Spesard of Carroll H.S.
2014 Honoree: *Andrew Ralph of Chesterton H.S.
2015 Honoree: Joshua Brune of Bellmont H.S.
2015 Honoree: Cody Colbert of Tri-Central H.S.
2017 Honoree: Jack DeGroot of Winamac H.S.
2018 Honoree: #August Schott of West Lafayette H.S.
2019 Honoree: #Jack Kiser of Pioneer H.S.
2020 Honoree: #Ayden Ayres of Carroll H.S. 
2021 Honoree: Owen Smith of Clinton Central H.S.
2022 Honoree: #Brady Preston of Lafayette Jefferson H.S.
2023 Honoree: Kyle Turanchick of Oak Hill H.S.
2024 Honoree: Owen Smith of McCutcheon H.S. 
2025 Honoree: Leo Dellinger of Twin Lakes H.S.
% Chosen Retroactively in 2014; * Midwest Region S-A of Year; # State of 
Indiana S-A of Year

LEROY KEYES LEGENDS AWARD 
     This award is sponsored by the Purdue For Life Office to provide recognition 
to a person closely related to the game of football who has given tirelessly and 
effectively throughout his or her career for the betterment of the game and its 
participants, without being a player or coach. The recipient will have maintained a 
lifetime of interest in the football while exhibiting exceptional leadership qualities 
in his or her profession and bringing recognition to the local area covered by this 
NFF chapter. 
      Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and considered by the Awards Committee, which recommends 
no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by 
the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at the annual Honors 
Dinner, Reception or Brunch.
2012 Honoree: Denny Miller, former head athletic trainer of Purdue University

2014 Honoree: Joe Rudolph, former executive director of Purdue Alumni As-
sociation
2015 Honoree: John Friend, former coach, athletics director, administrator in 
NW Indiana 
2016 Honoree: Tom Spurgeon, former student manager, supporter, Trustee of 
Purdue U.
2017 Honoree: Roy Johnson, former “Voice of the Band” at Purdue for 43 
years
2018 Honoree: Jeff Washburn, former sportswriter in Lafayette community for 
40 years
2019 Honoree: Larry Clisby, play-by-play announcer for Purdue and local high 
schools
2021 Honoree: Leroy Keyes, “Greatest Player” in Purdue Football’s First 100 
Years
2022 Honoree: Tim Newton, play-by-play announcer for Purdue and emcee for 
events
2023 Honoree: Nancy Cross, Purdue administrator and ambassador for 46 
years
2024 Honoree: Gene Keady, Purdue’s winningest basketball coach, Hall of 
Fame, 25 years at Purdue
2025 Honoree: Robbie Hummel, Purdue alum, network commentator

PURDUE FOR LIFE IMPACT AWARD 
     This award, originally named “Purdue is Proud of You” Award, has been 
repurposed to provide recognition to a person or persons from Purdue who has 
made a major impact in the community and/or sports scene and who has provided 
positive exposure for Purdue through his or her efforts. Each recipient will have 
maintained a lifetime of interest in the football while exhibiting exceptional quali-
ties in his or her profession or activity even beyond that game. 
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and considered by the Awards Committee, which recommends 
no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by 
the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at the annual Honors 
Dinner, Reception or Brunch.
2011 Honoree: Drew Brees, Sports Illustrated Sportsman of the Year
2012 Honoree: Otis Armstrong, College Football Hall of Fame Selectee
2013 Honoree: MerrieBeth Cox, Miss Indiana and Purdue’s Golden Girl
2019 Honoree: Rondale Moore, Purdue’s first Consensus All-American as a 
Freshman 
2020 Honoree: George Karlaftis, Purdue’s Freshman All-American Defensive 
End
2022 Honorees: Alan Karpick, Boilers Inc., and Tom Schott, Purdue Commu-
nications
2023 Honorees: Charlie Jones and Aidan O’Connell, Purdue’s Potent Pair
2024 Honorees: Zach Edey and Braden Smith of Purdue’s Lethal Two-Man 
Game
2025 Honoree: Mike Carmin, stellar career in sports coverage in Northwest 
Indiana

BERNIE FLOWERS AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING  
CONTRIBUTION TO AMATEUR SPORTS 

     This annual award is intended to provide recognition to an individual whose 
efforts and activities support the goals of the National Football Foundation on the 
local level. The award identifies an individual who works tirelessly out of love for 
sports and a desire to help young people play the game. The award winner can be 
a league organizer, administrator, fundraiser, coach, doctor, athletic trainer, official 
or anyone who excels in representing and supporting the foundation’s fundamen-
tal creed. The award is sponsored by Genre Hotels.
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and considered by the Awards Committee. This recommendation 
must be ratified by the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at 
the annual Honors Dinner, Reception or Brunch.. 
2005 Honoree: Kay Hunt of West Lafayette Little Gridiron Football League
2006 Honoree: John Robinson of Lafayette 56ers Youth Football League
2007 Honoree: Dr. Bob Hagen of Lafayette Orthopaedic and Sportsmedicine 
Clinic
2008 Honoree: Brad Smith of Attica and Indiana Football Coaches Association
2009 Honoree: Tom Kubat of Lafayette Journal & Courier Sports Department
2010 Honoree: Joe McConnell of Learfield Sports and Purdue Radio Network
2011 Honorees: Lane Custer and Jon Speaker of West Side Flag Football
2012 Honorees: Clay and Chris Oppy of Dream Season
2013 Honoree: Mark Ebelhar of West Lafayette Little Gridiron 
2014 Honoree: Linda Rohrman of Lafayette
2015 Honoree: David M. Williams of  Lafayette Area Little Gridiron 
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2016 Honorees:  Larry Leverenz, Eric Nauman and Tom Talavage of Purdue 
Neurotrauma Group
2017 Honoree: Darren Hicks of Lafayette Central Catholic Little Gridiron
2018 Honorees: Brad Cohen of Arni’s and Orlando Itin of Bruno’s
2019 Honoree: Tracy Brown of Harrison Youth Football
2020 Honoree: Rod Kochon of West Lafayette Little League 
2021 Honoree: Young Lee of Merrill Lynch and Tiller Chapter of NW Indiana
2022 Honoree: Nate Barrett of Twin City Jeep and Tiller Chapter of NW 
Indiana
2023 Honoree: Mike Bauer of Lafayette Area Subway Shops
2024 Honoree: Sheila Klinker of Indiana House of Representatives
2025 Honoree: Rob Lear of Red Hawk Wrestling for his dedication to youth 
wrestling

TODD CLARK AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING GAME OFFICIAL
This is an annual award to provide recognition to an individual game official in 
our region as identified by the Western Indiana Officials Association. The award 
recognizes an individual who works tirelessly out of love for sports and the 
demands for fairness. The award winner can be an official of any sport who shares 
the values and goals of the National Football Foundation. 
      Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from WIOA 
members coordinated by NFF board member Max Bales, who also officiates. 
The WIOA’s award  recommendation must be ratified by the Board of Directors 
and the presentation should be made at the annual Honors Dinner, Reception or 
Brunch.. 
2018 Honoree: Dr. Todd Clark of West Lafayette, Ind.
2019 Honoree: Todd Ransom of Frankfort, Ind. 
2020 Honoree: Darren Haas of Crawfordsville, Ind. 
2021 Honoree: Mark Maxwell of  Crawfordsville, Ind.
2022 Honoree: Trent Johnson of West Lafayette, Ind. 
2023 Honoree: James Marshall of Lafayette, Ind.  
2024 Honoree: Don Rusk of Indianapolis, Ind.
2025 Honoree: Mark Beck of Lafayette, Ind.

ARNETTE TILLER “SERVICE TO FOOTBALL” AWARD  
     This award, which is sponsored and funded by the IFCA, is intended to 
provide recognition to a woman closely related to the game of football who has 
given tirelessly and effectively for the betterment of the game and its participants. 
The recipient will have exhibited exceptional service and dedication to a football 
program or programs covered by this NFF chapter. 
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and IFCA members and considered by the Awards Committee 
in conjunction with Mrs. Tiller and the NFF chapter, which recommends no more 
than one recipient per year. The presentation should be made at the annual Honors 
Dinner, Reception or Brunch in the appropriate IFCA Region.  It is recommended 
that this award be rotated between Region 1and Region 4 (whenever possible).  
2012 Honoree: Arnette Tiller, wife of Coach Joe Tiller, Purdue U.
2013 Honoree: Jamie Marsh, wife of Coach Leroy Marsh, Munster H.S.
2015 Honoree: Sarah Lim, 7-year student manager, West Lafayette HS & 
Purdue U.
2018 Honoree: Jan O’Shea, wife of coach Frank O’Shea, mother of Kevin 
O’Shea
2021 Honoree: Marion Vruggink, 42 years of athletic training service to ath-
letes
2022 Honoree: Sandra Dukes, long-time attorney and volunteer sports photog-
rapher 
2023 Honoree: Elisheba VanWinkle, long-time sports events volunteer, Lafay-
ette, Ind.
2025 Honoree: Adella Flowers, long-time fan and supporter of area sports 

PATRICK MACKEY COURAGE AWARD  
      This award is given to provide recognition to an individual in our region who 
has exemplified great courage by surviving extreme personal hardship or dif-
ficulty OR who has assisted someone else in doing the same. The award-winner 
must be a high school, college or professional athlete, coach, administrator or avid 
supporter. The award is sponsored by Franciscan Health Sports Medicine.
      Selection process: Nominations are accepted in early winter from members of 
this chapter. Nominations are evaluated by the awards committee, which recom-
mends no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified 
by the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at annual Honors 
Dinner, Reception or Brunch.  
2012 Honoree: Danny Anthrop of Lafayette Central Catholic H.S.
2013 Honorees: Cooper Fulmer of Winamac/Patrick Mackey of Lafayette 
Central Catholic H.S. 
2014 Honoree: Jack Folkers of West Lafayette H.S, 

2016 Honoree: Josh Turanchick of Oak Hill H.S.
2017 Honoree: Riley Lowder of Delphi H.S.
2018 Honoree: Tyler Trent of Purdue University
2019 Honorees: Cody Payne/Drew DeBoer of Lafayette Jefferson H.S.
2020 Honoree: Isaiah Harris of Bowman Leadership Academy 
2021 Honoree: Patrick Kiefer of Winamac H.S.
2022 Honoree: Wade Peters of Carroll H.S.
2023 Honoree: Ashlynn Brooke of Pioneer H.S./Kendal Rider of Laf. CC H.S.
2024 Honoree: Connor Benson of North Judson San Pierre H.S.
2025 Honoree: Aldo Robles of Harrison H.S.

TYLER TRENT COURAGE & RESILIENCE AWARD 
     This award is a tribute to Tyler Trent, a former Purdue student who valiently 
battled cancer while fervently supporting “his” Boilermakers until the very 
end. He died Jan. 1, 2019, at age 19. The recipient receives a full scholarship at 
Purdue, funded through a combination of gifts. It is awarded to undergraduate stu-
dents at Purdue’s West Lafayette campus who have encountered serious physical 
or similarly daunting adversity in their pursuit of higher education.   
     Selection process: Nominations/applications are accepted by the President’s 
Office throughout the year from Purdue students. The decision is made by the 
president and announced in the spring with possible recognition provided at the 
annual NFF Honors Dinner, Reception or Brunch..  
2019 Honoree: Sean English of Northville, Mich.
2020 Honoree: Kamryn Dehn of Frankfort, Ind.
2021 Honoree: Kyle Albertson of Fowler, Ind. 
2022 Honoree: Eric Magallanes of Lafayette, Ind.
2023 Honoree: Andrew Kinder of Fishers, Ind.
2024 Honoree: Anniliese Hope Williams of West Lafayette, Ind.
2025 Honoree: Ava Flynn of Westport, Ct.         

CITIZEN/HERO AWARD   
     This award, which is sponsored by the Lafayette Journal & Courier, pro-
vides recognition to an individual who has consistently excelled in three areas 
paramount to the National Football Foundation - academics, athletics and service 
- while maintaining an exemplary record of citizenship in his/her school and/or 
local community OR performed a heroic act. 
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from mem-
bers of this chapter. Nominations are evaluated by the awards committee, which 
recommends no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be 
ratified by the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at the an-
nual Honors Dinner, Reception or Brunch.  
2011 Honoree: Kyle Adams of Purdue University
2012 Honoree: Kurt Lichtenberg of Purdue University
2014 Honoree: Rob Henry of Purdue University
2018 Honoree: David Blough of Purdue University
2019 Honoree: Aaron Lai of Purdue University 
2023 Honoree: Nick Bostic of Lafayette, Ind. 
2025 Honoree: Devin Mockabee of Purdue University  

DREW BREES MENTAL TOUGHNESS AWARD  
     This annual award is intended to provide recognition to a college or profes-
sional athlete who exemplified exceptional mental attitude or toughness and 
who competed at some point in Northwest Indiana. Exceptional mental attitude 
includes displays of high academic achievement, superior leadership, dogged 
determination, tenacity, moral character, bravery, humility and concern for others, 
in addition to remarkable athletic accomplishments.  The award is named in honor 
of its first recipient, who also assists in the selection process.
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and considered by the Awards Committee, which recommends 
no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by the 
Board of Directors and Drew Brees and the presentation should be made at the 
annual Honors Dinner, Reception or Brunch. 
2005 Honoree: Drew Brees of the San Diego Chargers
2006 Honoree: Rob Ninkovich of the Purdue Boilermakers
2007 Honoree: Rosevelt Colvin of the New England Patriots
2008 Honoree: Nick Hardwick of the San Diego Chargers
2009 Honoree: Akin Ayodele of the Miami Dolphins
2011 Honoree: Ryan Kerrigan of the Washington Redskins
2012 Honoree: Robbie Hummel of the Purdue Boilermakers
2013 Honoree: Ryan Grigson of the Indianapolis Colts 
2014 Honoree: Cliff Avril of  the Seattle Seahawks
2015 Honoree: Kyle Orton of the Buffalo Bills 
2016 Honoree: Danny Anthrop of the Indianapolis Colts
2017 Honorees: Rosevelt Barnes & Caleb Swanigan of the Purdue Boilermak-
ers
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2018 Honoree: Elijah Sindelar of the Purdue Boilermakers
2019 Honoree: David Blough of the Purdue Boilermakers
2020 Honoree: Raheem Mostert of the San Francisco 49ers
2022 Honoree: Aidan O’Connell of the Purdue Boilermakers
2023 Honoree: Zach Edey of the Purdue Boilermakers
2025 Honoree: Braden Smith of the Purdue Boilermakers

“HE PLAYED FOOTBALL” AWARD 
     This award is intended to provide recognition to a former football player in the 
geographic region of Northwest Indiana who went on to become highly successful 
in life-after-football. Emphasis is placed on individuals who were not necessarily 
stars of their teams but who built their later successes on their skills instead of 
their “football names.” 
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and considered by the Awards Committee, which recommends 
no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by 
the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at the annual Honors 
Dinner.
2014 Honoree: Froncie Gutman, former Purdue player and director of Cleve-
land Eye Clinic
2015 Honoree: Carl Buergler, former Purdue walk-on, now COO of Jimmy 
Johns
2016 Honoree: Doug DeVos, former Purdue walk-on, now President of Amway 
Corp.
2017 Honoree: Mike Berghoff, former Purdue walk-on, now President of 
Lenon Steel and Chairman of Purdue’s Board of Trustees 

DISTINGUISHED AMERICAN AWARD 
     This award is intended to provide recognition to a citizen who has maintained 
a lifetime of interest in the game of football and who has exhibited enviable 
leadership qualities and patriotism while making a significant contribution to 
the betterment of amateur football or sports in general in the United States while 
bringing recognition to the local area covered by this NFF chapter. 
     Selection process: Nominations are accepted throughout the year from NFF 
chapter members and considered by the Awards Committee, which recommends 
no more than one recipient per year. This recommendation must be ratified by 
the Board of Directors and the presentation should be made at the annual Honors 
Dinner, Reception or Brunch.
2005 Honoree: Gene Keady, emeritus basketball coach of Purdue University
2006 Honoree: Bob DeMoss, former football coach/administrator at Purdue 

Upcoming Events in West Lafayette:

June 14, 2026 – NFF Honors Brunch, Purdue Memorial Union
TBD, 2026 – Possible Tribute to Drew Brees Event 
Sept. 4, 2026 – Tyler Trent Golf Outing, Coyote Crossing Golf Club
Sept. 5, 2026 – Purdue Football Home Opener vs. Indiana State, 
Ross-Ade Stadium

NOMINATION FORM FOR 2026 AWARDS
(Submit by March 31, 2026, to Jim Vruggink via phone at 765-
427-3303, email at jv@purdue.edu or mail at 3672 Farnsworth 
Drive, West Lafayette, IN 47906) 

Name of nominee ______________________________________ 

For which award? ______________________________________ 

Phone/address of nominee _______________________________

Reasons for nomination _________________________________

Your name ____________________________________________ 

Phone or email ________________________________________
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NFF ADVISORY BOARD & COMMITTEE MEMBERS FOR 2026
PRESIDENT: Alan Karpick

PAST PRESIDENTS: Bart Burrell and Kelly Kitchel
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Travis Baugh 

DEPUTY EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: Tom Schott 
AWARDS & FUNDRAISING COORDINATOR: Jim Vruggink

TREASURER: Paul Branham
SECRETARY: Elisheba VanWinkle

WEBMASTER: Baugh
NEWSLETTER EDITOR & HISTORIAN: Vruggink

PUBLICATIONS PRODUCTION DIRECTOR: Jonathan Gandolf
PHOTOGRAPHERS: Chad Krockover

BOARD OF DIRECTORS (29 Voting Members):  Max Bales, Nate Barrett, Tim 
Bobillo, Bart Burrell, Steve Clark, Don Coller, Nancy Cross, Tom Dienhart, Judy 
Hanna, Ethan Hanson, Austin Hoefling, Steve Hoffman, Orlando Itin, Eddie Keister, 
Kelly Kitchel, Chad Krockover, Matt Lancaster, Young Lee, Jeff Love, David Mc-
Gaughey, Chris Pate, Clayton Richard, Jim Samuel, Janet Schweikher, Brad Smith, 
Jon Speaker, Ron Tipton, Rex Trautman and Elisheba VanWinkle 
ADVISORY COUNCIL & COMMITTEE MEMBERS (18): Terry Acree, Virginia 
Black, Tom Blumling, Drew Brees, Mike Carmin, Kyle Charters, Patrick Craw-
ford, Clayton Duffy, Joe Hernandez, Sam King, Adam Kuffner, Leroy Marsh, Tim 
Newton, Mark Peterson, Andrew Ralph, Jeff Siedel, Chris Westgate and George 
Wodicka 

INTERNS (5): Connor Benson, Tate Drone, Ryan Giba, James Lathrop and Ethan 
Popp
CO-CHAIRS: ASSIGNMENTS & RESPONSIBILITIES
AUCTIONS & MEMORABILIA SALES:  Lee & Schott 
AWARDS NOMINATIONS/SELECTIONS: Vruggink & Schott 
BY-LAWS: Karpick, Love & Vruggink 
COMMUNICATIONS: Karpick, Schott, Black, Carmin & Charters
ENDOWMENT: Karpick, Branham & Vruggink 
HONORS BRUNCH: Baugh, Schott & Vruggink 
MEMBERSHIP: McGaughey & Keister 
NEWSLETTERS/PUBLICATIONS: Gandolf & Vruggink 
SPECIAL PROJECTS: Smith & Vruggink 
SPONSORSHIPS/ADVERTISING: Baugh & Vruggink 
CO-CHAIRS: UPCOMING EVENTS
JUNE 14 – HONORS BRUNCH: Baugh, Schott, Vruggink
SEPTEMBER 4 – TYLER TRENT GOLF OUTING: Baugh, Hoefling & Vrug-
gink 
SEPTEMBER 16 (Tentative) – GLC BUSINESS EXPO: Samuel & Hanna 
OCTOBER/NOVEMBER (Tentative) -- FOOTBALL ROAD TRIPS: Trautman 
& Hanna  

CHAPTER CONTACT: Baugh email: travisjamesbaugh@gmail.com; ph: 765-
404-9257

PLEASE NOMINATE CANDIDATES FOR 2026 AWARDS
Continued from pg. 5

University
2007 Honoree: Henry Rosenthal, former play-by-play announcer/owner of 
WASK Radio
2008 Honoree: Bernie Flowers, former Purdue All-American, salesman ex-
traordinaire
2009 Honoree: Joe Tiller, emeritus football coach of Purdue University 
2011 Honoree: Leroy Keyes, former Purdue All-American/administrator
2013 Honorees: Noble Kizer and Noble Kizer, Jr., former football coach and 
athletic director at Purdue University and his son, Lafayette businessman 
2020 Honoree: Drew Brees, former Boilermaker/current Saints QB



PLEASE REMEMBER TO  
RENEW YOUR NFF  MEMBERSHIP 

WHEN IT COMES DUE  
(See page 13 of this packet.) 

“BASKETBALL ON GRASS” LED 
BREES TO PRO HALL OF FAME
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arrived in West Lafayette as a little-known quarterback and left as one of the 
most-decorated players in school history, setting two NCAA records, 13 Big Ten 
Conference records and 19 Purdue records. On the Big Ten career lists, he still 
ranks first in completions (1,026) and passing yards (11,792) and second in pass-
ing attempts (1,678), passing touchdowns (90) and total offense (12,692).
     The Boilermaker QB was a two-time Heisman Trophy finalist, two-time Big 
Ten Offensive Player of the Year and two-time first team all-conference selection. 
Brees also won the 2000 Maxwell Award as the nation’s outstanding player, 
the 1999 Socrates Award as the nation’s top scholar-athlete and the “Chicago 
Tribune” Silver Football as the Big Ten Most Valuable Player. That same year, he 
broke his own total offense record with 4,189 yards to lead the Boilermakers to a 
Big Ten title and Rose Bowl appearance. 
     Running Joe Tiller’s offense (which became known as “basketball on grass”) 
to a perfection, Brees completed 309-of-512 passes for 3,668 yards with 26 
touchdowns, while rushing for 521 yards on 95 carries (5.5 average) with five 
touchdowns enroute to leading the nation in total offense (358.1 yards per game). 
As a star in the classroom, he was the 2000 Academic All-American of the Year, 
covering all sports, men and women. 
     Brees is no stranger to halls of fame. He was inducted into the Leroy Keyes 
Purdue Athletics Hall of Fame in 2009 and the Academic All-America Hall of 
Fame in 2016. In January, Brees became the fourth Boilermaker to earn the 
NCAA Silver Anniversary Award, marking 25 years since the conclusion of his 
college career and honoring his accomplishments “off” the field as well as “on.” 
He is the lone football player recognized in 2026 for his continued excellence. 
     During his 20-year NFL career and beyond, Drew and his wife Brittany do-
nated more than $50 million through their Brees Dream Foundation to champion 
causes for children, families and cancer patients. His enduring legacy includes 
philanthropic impact, military support through USO tours and rebuilding efforts 
in New Orleans following Hurricane Katrina, as well as making transformative 
contributions to Purdue.

Continued from pg. 3

CHAPTER MOURNS PASSING  
OF YOUNG PURDUE GREAT - 

RONDALE MOORE
     The Joe Tiller Chapter of the NFF joins with all Purdue football fans, former 
players and teammates in mourning the death in late February of former Boil-
ermaker receiver Rondale Moore in his hometown of New Albany, Ind. He was 
25-years-old.
     An All-American with 
an infectious smile, Rondale 
was a joy on and off the field. 
Someone who left this world 
too soon, Rondale will be 
remembered as a legendary 
Boilermaker. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with Ron-
dale’s family and loved ones 
during this difficult time.
     Moore electrified college 
football during his first season 
with the Boilermakers in 
2018 when he became the 
first Big Ten true freshman to 
earn consensus All-America 
honors, while winning the 
Paul Hornung Award as the 
nation’s most versatile player. 
He was named the 2018 Big 
Ten Freshman and Wide 
Receiver of the Year after 
catching 114 passes for 1,258 
yards and 12 touchdowns. Moore also broke the school’s single season record 
with 2,215 all-purpose yards. He led Purdue to one of the biggest wins in program 
history, a 49-20 win over No. 2 Ohio State (Oct. 20, 2018), recording 12 catches 
for 170 yards and two touchdowns.
     Although injuries limited Moore to seven games over the 2019 and 2020 sea-
sons and 20 combined through three years, he still etched his name in the program 
record book for career receptions (9th-178) and receiving yards (14th-1,915).
     Following his Boilermaker career, Moore was selected by the Arizona Cardi-
nals with the 49th overall pick in the second round of the 2021 National Football 
League Draft. Throughout three seasons in Arizona, Moore hauled in 135 recep-
tions for 1,201 yards and three touchdowns, while adding 52 carries for 249 yards 

and one touchdown on the ground. He joined the Atlanta 
Falcons in 2024 but missed the season due to injury. 
     In 2025, he signed with the Minnesota Vikings but 
missed the entire season with injuries. He was found with 
a self-inflicted gunshot wound in the garage of his home in 
Floyd County. 
     Jeff Brohm, current head coach at University of Louis-
ville, was Rondale’s head coach at Purdue. He had this to 
say about the former All-American who he recruited from 
New Albany: 
     “Rondale Moore was a complete joy to coach. The ulti-
mate competitor that wouldn’t back down from any chal-
lenge. Rondale had a work ethic unmatched by anyone. A 
great teammate that would come through in any situation. 
We all loved Rondale, we loved his smile and competi-
tive edge that always wanted to please everyone he came 
in contact with. We offer all our thoughts and prayers to 
Rondale and his family, we love him very much.”

Purdue All-American - Rondale Moore - 
2000-2026, Photo by Dave Wegiel 



For ticket info, go to  
tylertrentfoundation.com  

or call 317-945-5656
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