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Report: WCC Board Planning Session
  
Four hours, more than 40 great ideas. The
Saturday retreat - - focused on building a strong
future for the Club and improving every aspect of
members' experience.

Among many things the Board discussed:

Aquatics: Goals for 2017 include increased
engagement in the racing culture, strengthening our SUP community,
growing sprint programs and developing a path to transition juniors to
other racing programs.

New Lease: Or, in the words of Board Chair Andrew Soles, a
progress report on work underway with the National Park Service on a
new lease that is "very nearly, almost, practically, just-about finalized."
The Board's goal is a long-term lease at reasonable rates that
provides necessary stability, sustained access and supports our
efforts to restore the boathouse.

Community Engagement: On tap are plans to host at least six major
community events in the coming year, along with an ambitious effort to
communicate our community programs and efforts promote athletic
and recreational activity on the Potomac.

New Members: Incoming: As many as 40 new members to replace
current vacancies. 15 New Members were admitted in February.

Member Engagement: Remember your first awkward new member
gathering? Plans are underway for additional social and water
activities to help welcome new members and create a stronger sense
of community within the Club.

Public Relations & Communications: Ideas for improving
communications within the WCC community and externally to outside
audiences. Sample efforts include leveraging social media and our
location adjacent to the Capital Crescent Trail to promote the club and
our activities in the neighborhood and among like-minded river
enthusiasts and athletes. There will also be opportunities for club
members to promote awareness of WCC goals and values with their
professional an personal networks.
  
Fostering Volunteer Talent:  Suggestions for tapping the skills and
energies of our excellent members. 

History: Plans to protect the Club's documents, photographs and
legacy by collecting and safely archiving our records.

Fun: Have more fun, more often!

Watch this space for more ideas and announcements in the coming
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WCC Calendar

The WCC Calendar has races,
social events and more!

Member-to-Member
Email List

Communicate with other club
members. Join the WCC

Paddlers Google Group at
bitly.com/wccpaddlers

(Google account required)

Annual Dues

Click here to make your dues
payments.
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weeks.
 

Oyster Roast - Sunday, March 26th 
Back by popular demand, the next WCC Oyster Roast has been set
for Sunday, March 26th from 1-4pm. Join in the fun and take part in
this longstanding WCC tradition!

 

Volunteer Opportunities  

Volunteers have an enormous impact on the vibrancy and well-being
of our club year-round. As we gear up for a fantastic 2017 season,
we've listed some volunteer opportunities below where you can make
a difference - from supporting a special event to improving the day-to-
day operations of club life. Pick a role and sign up today!

Race Volunteers Needed | Saturday, April 15th

Volunteers are needed for the prestigious 13th Annual Kumu'ohu
Challenge, hosted by the Washington Canoe Club! This race for small
boats and SUPs will be held on Saturday, April 15th. Experience in
helping with paddle races is a plus but not required. General volunteer
categories include registration, parking, lunch duties, cleanup, safety,
and timing/spotters. If you are new to the club and wonder how you
can participate, this is your chance. Come help and make new
friends! 

More on the race can be found
here: https://paddleguru.com/races/KumuohuChallenge2017. We'll
have 80-100 paddlers racing. Please contact Race Director, Brooke
Linford at bjlinford@yahoo.com if you would like to help.

Other Volunteers Needed | year-round

- Boathouse Restoration Advocates and Fundraisers
- Club Stewards
- Novice Paddler and SUP Coordinators
- Orientation Coordinator
- Party Crew
- Event Planners
- Landscaping Crew
- Building & Dock Maintenance Crews

Donate

Support the Club and make a
contribution today!

Click here
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- Parents of Aquatic Paddlers Coordinator

Sign up by emailing Christina Potts at crpotts.wcc@gmail.com.

Party Plans? 
Thinking of hosting a party for 10 or more friends
at the WCC?  Did you know you'll first need board
approval?  To start the process, please
complete this party request form. 

SUP Rack Spaces
You may have noticed some empty storage spaces in the SUP racks.
These racks are NOT empty, some members bring their boards home
for the winter but the spaces are all assigned. We are still running a
wait list on board storage so if you are planning to discontinue your
membership or no longer need an assigned SUP storage space, send
an email to Kathsummers@me.com ASAP so that we can reassign
the space to the next person on the list. Thank you!

Reminder to Register & Pay Dues
For those who have registered and paid their dues, thank you! If you
still have not registered and paid dues for 2017, please do so NOW.
Go to the WCC website (http://www.washingtoncanoeclub.org/pay-
dues-1) and click on the word "SportsEngine." You will be directed to
the WCC site to register and pay. The process is very straightforward.
If you have any questions, please contact the Membership Chair, Allie
Rabin at membership@washingtoncanoeclub.org.

Boathouse Restoration Committee
Update 
WCC's Boathouse Rehabilitation Committee (BRC) is off with a bang
in 2017, starting with many generous year-end and early January
gifts; over 25% of Club Members made donations during 2016!  We
are in the process of hiring an architecture firm to develop preliminary
concepts for a Phase 1 of Boathouse Rehab; we hope to have the
study done by May, which will inform the Club on our options and help
us launch a fundraising campaign.  We are closing in on signing a 60-
year lease with the National Park Service (a far-cry from the 1-3 year
leases we've been on for some time); this lease is a key piece to our
securing financing and generating funds to restore our building.
Retreats with Club leaders on both Feb. 4 and Feb. 11 to discuss
ambitious goals and tasks for the year are preparing the Club for a
major step forward on our boathouse rehab during 2017. All of the
Club's 12 standing committees will be playing an important role.
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Must Read: A Living Biography of Frank
Havens 

The storied history of Frank
Havens appears in the current
edition of Cooperative Living
Magazine along with a vibrant
photo spread that conveys the
Havens family's zest for
competition and enjoyment of
life.

[Click here to read]

It was written by Gainesville,
Va., resident Priscilla Knight, a
member of WCC from 1978 to
the mid-1980s who trained
under Frank. "The Boys in the
Canoe" tells the tale of Frank's
gold medal from the 1952
Helsinki Olympic Games, an

honor he won and dedicated to his father, who had given up Olympic
dreams to be home for Frank's birth in 1924, four days after the
games took place. The article is reprinted by permission from
Cooperative Living magazine. 
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Got News? 
Have something to share in the next newsletter? Send to
cam@camnco.net. Content must be submitted by the 5th of the
month to be included in that month's issue.

Follow us on Twitter: @washcanoeclub
Like us on Facebook
Use this hashtag:  #savethecanoeclub

WashingtonCanoeClub.org
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