[bookmark: _heading=h.90p67y9i6bl8]HOUSE LEAGUE RULES FOR 2026 (U9)
1. [bookmark: _heading=h.8mezu1ibrfju]RESPONSIBILITIES 
1.1. [bookmark: _heading=h.ben06u6rwu41]HOME TEAM 
1.1.1. Must supply a minimum of 3 game balls (11” Indoor Ball of good quality). 
1.1.2. Must supply a complete set of bases and a pitching rubber, set up within the following dimensions: 
1.1.2.1. Pitching Distance = 30 Feet
1.1.2.2. Base Lines = 45 Feet
1.1.3. Must supply a parent volunteer as an umpire.
1.1.4. A Home Run Line must be marked with pylons 25 feet behind each base.
1.1.5. A catching mask will also be provided, and is required to be worn by anyone warming up a pitcher (on or off the field). 
1.2. [bookmark: _heading=h.g3746t98cjjm]AWAY TEAMS 
1.2.1. Must supply a score keeper and game timer (may be the same person).
1.2.1.1. No new innings after 1 hr 15 min.
1.2.1.2. Games can end in a tie if the time has expired.
1.3. [bookmark: _heading=h.8iehrigjo137]ALL PLAYERS
1.3.1. Each player is responsible for bringing their own glove, batting helmet, bat and face mask.
1.3.2. Players can either wear plastic cleats or running shoes (no metal cleats). 
1.3.3. Each team should supply their own catching equipment.
1.3.4. No gum, sunflower seeds, food or drinks of any kind are allowed on the playing field.
2. [bookmark: _heading=h.xnk2gdkfprzq]GAME PLAY
2.1. The maximum number of players is 6 on the field (only the infield positions will be played: pitcher, catcher, 1st base, 2nd base, short stop, 3rd base). No outfielders are used. 
2.2. Teams must start every game with no less than 6 players.
2.3. All players will bat in the roster. A 3rd strike will be considered an out, regardless of a dropped ball.
2.4. Innings are complete upon achieving 3 outs or the maximum number of runs is scored (4).
2.5. Pitchers can pitch no more than 2 consecutive innings, and 3 total innings in a single game. 
2.6. No base stealing is allowed, unless there is an overthrow, in which case a base runner can advance a single base, but no more. There shall be no stealing at home. 
2.7. The Fair Play Policy is in effect. All players shall receive fair playing time divided equally among infield and outfield positions based on an understanding that not all players will get to pitch, catch or play certain positions based on the appraisal of their ability. 
2.8. Any ball that touches the ground past the Home Run Line is a home run. Any fly ball caught past the Home Run Line is an out.  
2.9. One (1) coach is permitted in the field to help position defensive players. Should a ball be hit at the on-field coach, they will make every effort to avoid contact with the ball. If contact is made, the coach will leave the ball on the ground for one of the players to field. 
3. [bookmark: _heading=h.41rgpughzwaj]NO WALK RULE
3.1. When 4 balls are issued to a batter by the pitcher, a designated pitcher (Coach) will enter the field to deliver the remaining strikes. 
3.2. Each pitch delivered by the designated pitcher, regardless of where they are thrown are strikes.
3.3. The designated pitcher must deliver the ball underhand (toss, modified or windmill)
3.4. The defensive pitcher will remain on the field, to field balls put in play.
3.5. Any struck ball that comes in contact with the designated pitcher directly from the bat before being touched by a defensive player whether in the air or off the ground will be called a foul ball. 
3.6. On the third strike only, if the batter hits a foul ball, he/she will be granted an additional pitch, unless the foul ball is caught. This will be the same as regular rules regarding a third strike foul ball.
4. [bookmark: _heading=h.khgs6u4q7er8]UMPIRES
4.1. Plate umpires will be stationed approximately 8 feet behind the catcher and will call the pitches (strikes and balls) as well as foul balls. 
4.2. Base coaches will be positioned at 1B and 3B and will also serve as umpires. The base coach umpires will determine if a ground ball lands past the Home Run Line.	
5. [bookmark: _heading=h.g5bssbalz419]GAME CANCELLATIONS DUE TO WEATHER 
5.1. It is the responsibility of each team to reschedule any games affected by Weather Events (See Little League Alberta District #3 Weather Policies). 
5.2. When games have been cancelled due to weather, try and play them during the practice time slot of the week they were originally scheduled. 
5.3. When games have been cancelled due to weather, play your make up games in  the order that they occurred on the schedule (first cancellation to last), if possible. 
5.4. Every effort must be made to play all games cancelled due to weather to ensure everyone gets all their games in.
5.5. It is the responsibility of the HOME team coach to inform any scheduled umpires of the game cancellation 90 minutes before the scheduled start time.
6. [bookmark: _heading=h.tejizmjtyitb]SPORTSMANSHIP 
6.1. Coaches, Managers, Players and Spectators should be mindful that there are many  decisions in a baseball game which are judgment-based calls (fair/foul, strike/ball,  out/safe). Any discussion over such judgment calls should remain respectful and  professional and solely at the Umpires discretion. 
6.2. No abuse of umpires, the other team or officials will be tolerated. 
