
 

 

VALOR SOCCER 
PLAYING TIME POLICY   

 

Valor Soccer puts a heavy emphasis and priority on the development of its youth players and the overall 
experience of the individual that is a part of the club.  We also understand the significant commitment 
of time and money made by our families to be a part of a Valor team.  Therefore, even though our Select 
and Premier programs are competitive in nature and our teams play to win, we are proud to have a 
PLAYING TIME POLICY.  While there are many variables that may affect the policy and they are 
described below, the policy is as follows: 
 

All Valor Select and Premier players who are currently in ‘good standing’ 
with his or her team and the club are guaranteed a minimum of twenty 
(20) minutes of playing time in each league, tournament or cup match. 

 

First, a few basic but important points to make about this PLAYING TIME policy: 
● The twenty (20) minute total applies to all age groups, even though the length of the matches increases as the 

players get older.  This is so the percentage of the time players are guaranteed to be on the field is greatest at 
the youngest ages and reduces as players mature, making each progression a more competitive environment. 

● This playing time policy does not dictate that the player appear in both halves of a match nor does it mandate a 
player ever start a match. 

● A player or parent has the ability to waive their right to the minimal time in a match for any reason (examples 
include illness, injury or discipline being levied by parents) and can communicate that to the coach. 

 

 

What can affect a player’s ‘good standing’ 
with his or her team and the club? 

● Attendance at team training sessions. Such as a player who 
misses all of his or team team’s practices in the ‘run up’ (usually 
the week of) to any matches or arrived very tardy each day. 

● Behavioral issues in training sessions or the actual match. 
Such as a player who was a significant disruption during a 
recent practice or struggling with emotional control in a match. 

● Illness or injury, either pre-existing or suffered during the 
match. Such as a player recently cleared to play after full 
concussion protocol or one who is clearly hampered. 

● Late arrival to the match. Such as arriving after kickoff. 
● Eligibility concerns from the club or association. Such as 

outstanding fees owed or rostering issues.  
 

There are clearly a number of variables and some subjectivity on the part of the team’s coach to determine the 
‘good standing’ status of a player.  If a player may not receive the minimal playing time in a match due to his or her 
status, all Valor coaches have been instructed to inform the player (and if possible at least one parent) well 
ahead of the match if at all possible.  If there are any issues on the part of the player or the parent regarding this 
policy, please refer to the ‘Valor Soccer How to Address Playing Time’ handout for the way in which to proceed.  

 

REACH OUT TO A CLUB DIRECTOR WITH ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THIS POLICY.  WE ARE VALOR! 


