
Nichols School Ice Rink COVID – 19 Procedures 

 

General Information 

 Any skaters, coaches, team representatives, parents, guardians, or chaperones agree to 
stay home if they believe they have been in contact with anyone who may have COVID – 
19, experiencing symptoms of COVID – 19 or are feeling ill.  

 All skaters, coaches and spectators must maintain the proper social distancing of the 
recommended 6 feet. 

 All staff, skaters, coaches and spectators must wear a mask or proper face covering 
while inside the ice rink facility except for on ice activities.  Spectators MUST wear a 
mask at all times.   

 All practice ice sessions must have a coach on the ice and may include up to 50 
participants on the main rink and 25 participants on the small rink including coaching 
staffs.   

 It is expected that participants will arrive to the ice rink with the majority of their gear 
on with only a few exceptions (helmet, gloves, elbow pads etc.). 

 All participants (players and coaches / team representatives) must complete a health 
screening or COVID-19 safety check prior to arriving at the Nichols School campus.  If a 
hockey game is taking place, the visiting team must also complete a health screening / 
safety check for all of their participants.   

 The Host Organization / team is responsible for ensuring that health / safety checks are 
completed for all participants.  In the event of a hockey game, the host team is 
responsible for both teams.   

 At this time, game play is only permitted within groups from contiguous regions (The 
Western New York and Finger Lakes regions).   

 Game play against all other New York State regions and neighboring states contiguous 
or not, is strongly discouraged by the Erie County Department of Health.  Should a team 
or organization elect to host a team from a non-approved region or state, the host must 
receive approval from Nichols School prior to their event.  Additionally, all participants 
must follow the New York State Travel Advisory Guidelines regarding proper 
quarantining and testing prior to the event taking place. 

 If the host team or organization fails to enforce any of the above policies, suspension or 
revocation of rental privileges will occur.   

 

Arriving to the Nichols School Ice Rink 

 All skaters and coaches must enter through the main entrance of the ice rink. The two 
doors to the right-hand side (when facing the building) will be designated for entry and 



the two doors on the left-hand side (when facing the building) will be designated for 
exiting.   

 The rear entrance of the Nichols School ice rink is closed.   
 Spectators will be limited to one (1) spectator per skater.  It is highly recommended that 

skaters who do not need assistance with skate tying or putting gear on have zero (0) 
spectators with them.   

 Skaters and spectators will meet their coach in the main foyer of the ice rink 20 minutes 
prior to their scheduled ice time.  Keeping in mind that the first 10 minutes of their ice 
time is dedicated to ice resurfacing.  (Example:  A 7pm ice time means that teams take 
the ice at 7:10pm after ice resurfacing.  Participants should arrive no earlier than 
6:50pm.) 

 Spectators are to arrive 5 minutes prior to their child or athlete taking the ice.  
(Example:  A 6pm ice time means that teams take the ice at 6:10pm after ice 
resurfacing.  Spectators should arrive no earlier than 6:05pm.) 

 Parents of a child at the Squirt age level or younger who need to assist their child with 
equipment (skate tying and helmet securing) will be allowed inside the facility with their 
child.  Remember, entry will not be permitted until 20 minutes prior to their on-ice time.   

 Skaters, coaches and spectators must look for and follow all signage to properly enter 
the ice rink facility. 

 Coaches must wear a mask or proper face covering at all times.  Exceptions will NOT be 
made for on ice practices or “on the bench” game activities.   

 Any person not following the Nichols School COVID – 19 procedures will be reported to 
the designated coach.  Coaches will be responsible ensuring that all guidelines are 
followed.   

 The host team / organization, clinic or hockey school will have a representative present 
in the ice rink foyer.  This representative will have a team or clinic roster with them.  If a 
game is taking place, the team representative will have rosters for both teams.  ALL 
Spectators must check in with this team / clinic representative.  Upon check in, the 
spectator must identify the athlete from the appropriate roster that the spectator will 
be watching.  This will ensure that only one spectator per athlete will be present. 

 If a team, organization or clinic / hockey school does not provide a representative for 
check in, it will be assumed that this team, organization, clinic or school does not want 
spectators present and spectators will not be allowed during their scheduled rental 
time.   

 If guidelines or are not followed, spectator privileges and or rental privileges will 
become subject to suspension or may be revoked.   

Inside the Nichols School Ice Rink 

 The Weigel Room (warm room) will be closed and NO patrons shall be permitted entry. 
 The snack will remain closed. 



 Bathrooms will be open for patron usage. 
 Locker rooms will NOT be provided for teams until further notice.   
 The east bleachers (player bench side of the large rink) will be a designated area for 

participants using the large rink to put their skates on and store their hockey bags.  The 
west bleachers (penalty box side of the large rink) will be a designated area for 
participants using the small ice to put their skates on and store their hockey bags.     

 Participants must sit and dress in the designated (marked) areas of the bleachers to 
maintain proper distancing.  These areas will be marked with blue tape.   

 Expectations are that all participants will have a quality pair of skate guards to move 
about the ice rink given that the rubber flooring inside of the ice rink is limited.   

 Skaters should bring his or her own water bottle.  Water fountains will be closed off. 
 Hand sanitizer will be stocked and readily available in various areas of the ice rink.  
 Anyone entering the ice rink should use hand sanitizer once inside the building. 
 Spectators MUST remain socially distant while inside the ice rink facility.  Gatherings or 

“cheering sections” of any kind will not be tolerated.  Failure to comply may lead to the 
individual(s) or team(s) being asked to leave.   

 Employees will be present and continuously monitoring the building, on ice activity, 
spectators and cleaning high traffic areas.   

 

Training 

 Warm up and cool down activities must take place before or after arriving to the Nichols 
School campus.   

 Off ice or dry land training will not permitted inside of the ice rink or anywhere else on 
the Nichols School campus property. 

 Coaches will be required to supervise their skaters while inside the ice rink facility.  This 
includes time prior to and immediately following their skating session. 

 Skaters must stay in their designated changing area (bleachers), wear face covering, and 
maintain proper distancing until the ice resurfacer has completed the ice cut.  

 Coaches will escort players to the ice once the ice resurfacing is complete. 
 All skaters must use their personal equipment and remove all of their equipment when 

leaving the facility. 
 Coaches are responsible for ensuring safe social distancing on the ice and helping the 

Nichols School staff with ensuring proper distancing while in the designated areas. 
 Coaches / Team Representatives are also responsible for monitoring the spectators that 

are accompanying the skaters. 
 All sessions inside the ice rink must be in accordance with the New York State 

Department of Health guidelines for ice hockey and skating.  
 Skaters will be permitted to bring their own water bottles to the ice surface and be 

stored in the designated storage areas.   



 

 

Departing the Nichols School Ice Rink 

 All skaters, coaches and spectators must exit the ice rink facility and Nichols School 
campus property no later then 15 minutes after the session ends.  

 


