
 

 

1 

                                          
                                                                                                  May 2022 

                                                             Newsletter  

 
In light of our big announcement last week at the Project Play Summit, hosted by the Aspen Institute, 

MYHockey Rankings is proud to announce we will be making major changes to the 10U/U11 ranking next 

season. MYHockey Rankings, with the support and backing of USA Hockey, will stop the practice of ranking 

10U/U11 youth hockey teams on our platform. 

MYHockey Rankings will continue to collect game scores and calculate performance ratings for 10U/U11 

teams. Teams in this age group will even continue to be listed in descending order of rating. However, we are 

going to discontinue the practice of assigning a numerical ranking to 10U/U11 teams in the United States and 

Canada. 

MYHockey Rankings, in coordination with USA Hockey, will also be making a major push next season to 

better educate our newest users on how our rating system works. We will be allocating a significant amount of 

resources toward implementing new features and educating tournament and league administrators, coaches, and 

parents on how to properly use the performance-rating information as a positive tool to improve youth hockey. 

MYHockey Rankings will begin rolling out new educational material for the youth hockey community this 

summer. This will include in-depth featured articles, FAQs, instructional videos, coaching resources, seminars 

and more. 

Now let us address the "why"... 

Why, in our 20th season, are we removing the ranking aspect at the 10U/U11 age level? 

The answer is simple: It is the best thing for the kids and the best thing for youth hockey. 

It became abundantly clear that was the case during our conversations with Tom Farrey, a former ESPN 

reporter and the current Executive Director of the Sports & Society Program at the Aspen Institute. Once Ken  
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Martel and other leaders at USA Hockey agreed and supported the change, it was a no-brainer for MYHockey 

Rankings. 

Not only is it the best thing for the kids and youth hockey, but it also is the best thing for coaches and parents. It 

takes our newest users back to the roots of why MYHockey Rankings was created in the first place; the 

rankings were intended to be used as a tool to help teams schedule appropriate levels of competition. 

Our goal is to educate coaches, managers and parents on how to appropriately use rating data to help them 

schedule teams that provide an appropriate level of competition, foster player development, reduce pressure on 

young players and increase the overall fun factor of the sport. 

Unfortunately, the travel youth sports culture in our country has evolved into a money-making, high pressure, 

and at times downright ruthless environment. Youth sports have become a rat race to the top amongst parents, 

coaches and clubs. There is this “If you aren’t keeping up with the Joneses, do you even love your kid?” 

mentality out there. 

The youth hockey community is not immune from these issues. And let us be honest, rankings are a 

contributing factor when they are used in a negative and exclusionary manner instead of as a coaching tool and 

scheduling resource. 

Rather than contributing to the problem, we want MYHockey Rankings’ platform to be part of the solution.  

It is going to take the whole youth hockey community to make a difference. Let us all do our part to improve 

the sport we love for the next generation of youth hockey players! 

 

 To our Mid-Am players that will be advancing onto additional upcoming select camps at the Mid-Am level and 

those players going to the national select camps. We wish you all the best and go out and represent our district 

well! 

                                                 

June 8,9,10, 2022 USA Annual Congress details from this meeting will be presented to our membership at the 

Mid-Am Annual meeting. Plan on attending this event via zoom.(see information below on this meeting) 
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Cannone named Director of Player Development & Advancement  

                            Former NHLer and college star added to full-time staff. 

May 2, 2022 

The Ohio AAA Blue Jackets have announced the hiring of Pat Cannone as the program's new Director of Player 

Development and Advancement. Cannone will also serve as head coach of the 2006 birth year as they transition 

from 15-Only to 16U in 2022-23. 

In his new role, Cannone will work closely with the organization's management team and coaching staff to 

enhance and implement the overall teaching and coaching curriculum. Specifically, he will oversee the design 

and structure of the OBJ supplemental skills program and video teaching sessions using InStat. In addition to 

being intimately involved in the long-term planning and development of the program, Cannone will serve as a 

mentor to help AAA Blue Jackets players and families understand their opportunities to advance their hockey 

careers.  

"We are beyond thrilled to add Pat to our program on a full-time basis," said President Ed Gingher. "Pat is the 

definition of what a great teammate is all about. He has tremendous character and passion to help our players 

reach their potential. He is a great role model for our players and has an innate ability to connect with them. Pat 

had an outstanding playing career and is a huge asset for our program." 

 

 

https://www.aaabluejackets.com/news/cannone-named-director-of-player-development-advancement/3467
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A native of Bayport, New York, Cannone began his coaching career last season as an assistant coach with the 

15O team following an accomplished 10-year career as a pro. A veteran of over 600 professional games, 

Cannone made his NHL debut in 2016-17 with the Minnesota Wild. An AHL All-Star, he also served as the 

captain for the Chicago Wolves and spent two seasons playing in Germany. 

"It is a huge honor to be a part of the AAA Blue Jackets organization," said Cannone. "Natalie and I have felt at 

home in Columbus since the day we moved here. There is a special sense of community here and we are very 

lucky to be a part of it. I am excited to dive in and help all of our players reach their potential on and off of the 

ice." 

Cannone played his college hockey at Miami University where he tallied 133 points in 166 career games. In his 

time with the RedHawks, Cannone helped lead the team to 2 Frozen Fours, 2 league championships and 4 

NCAA Tournaments during his 4-year career. He was named captain during his senior season. 

Pat currently resides in Powell with his wife (Natalie) and daughter (Collins.) He received his bachelor’s degree  

from Miami in 2011 with a major in kinesiology and minor in coaching. 

The Ohio AAA Blue Jackets program prides itself on being the premier youth hockey program in Ohio. With an 

everyday mission to develop our student-athletes to reach their potential on and off of the ice, the program aims 

to provide a healthy and safe environment for the elite player to grow as a player, person and teammate through 

the great game of hockey. 

   2022 Mid Am Annual Membership Meeting 

Mid Am Annual Membership Meeting 

June 25, 2022 

8:00 AM-1:00PM 

This meeting will be done via Zoom.  

You will need to register to be able to attend. 

The registration document is on our website@www.midamhockey.com 
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                        New Director of Hockey Operations  

CCYHA is pleased to announce the hiring of Gordy Haggard as the new Director of Hockey Operations. Gordy 

comes to the organization bringing an extensive and notable hockey background to the position. Having over 20 

years of playing and 14 years of coaching experience, Haggard is ready to help shape the next generation of 

youth hockey in Columbus. 

“I am very excited to join CCYHA and the amazing opportunity to play a large role in the development of youth 

hockey players and coaches in the organization. Being around the sport in central Ohio for the past 18 years, I 

am humbled to witness the growth and look forward to creating a path for all youth hockey players to achieve 

their goals on and off the ice.” 

Prior to joining CCYHA, Gordy held leadership positions with Ohio AAA Blue Jackets as an assistant coach 

and also served as a Director of Member Services with Wheels Up. He made Columbus his home in 2004 after 

accepting a position with the Columbus Blue Jackets in their Marketing and Fan Development departments, 

where he was heavily involved in the overall growth of the sport in central Ohio. As the Director of Hockey 

Operations, Gordy will oversee the areas of player and coaching development as well as the house and travel 

hockey programs, continuing the CCYHA history of teaching fundamentals of hockey in addition to 

sportsmanship, work ethic and character. 

Haggard is a graduate of Culver Military Academy and Indiana University. He has two sons who are part of 

CCYHA teams and when not at the rink or on the ice, he enjoys spending time with his family and playing 

golf.  

CCYHA President Amy Weeks says “We are very fortunate to have such an experienced coach and hockey 

expert joining CCYHA. We are thankful to Gord Rivington for his service and wish him well in his future 

endeavors.” 

While his official start date will be May 1, 2022, you may see him around the rink during our upcoming travel 

tryouts in April.  
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IYHA Jr Fuel Announces Coach Of The Year - Jeanne Rues 

 

 

'Coach Of The Year' goes to Jeanne Rues! Congratulations, Coach. We are grateful 

for your continued dedication in the program and are inspired by your actions on 

and off the ice. Take a look at what your players and families have shared about 

their season under your leadership.  

 

"Coach Rues was massively devoted to our boys - individually and collectively. She was focused on their 

attitude and their skills - but mostly she demonstrated love and care and a sincere joy in the game at every turn. 

She was selfless and unafraid to challenge. She is the best coach our family has ever encountered. We were 

profoundly blessed by her dedication." 

"This was our first year playing in the 317 league and Coach Rues was so great. She made each player feel so 

special and important." 

"She gave them confidence, encouragement and unity. She was so great about not only teaching the 

fundamentals of hockey, but also sportsmanship, teamwork, and reasons why these things matter most in sports. 

So thankful we got to be a part of her team this year." 

"Coach Rues was always helping her players do their best with positive comments throughout the game and 

encouraging words both on and off the ice. Having the players make individual reachable goals for each game 

and encouraging them in the locker room before and after the game while discussing their goals. She is an 

amazing Coach and human being." 

"It was my first year and Rues was patient and really motivating. I felt like she cares a lot about every player." 

"We would like to nominate Coach Jeanne Rues for Coach of the Year. Whether you are in the locker room, in 

a game, or at practice with Coach Rues you will quickly realize that she cares deeply about her players and 

team. She wants each individual to achieve their full potential and encourages them to set goals. Coach Rues is  
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very open to feedback, and you know she is listening, because she acts on it. When leading a team, she has 

objectives for the team like always work to improve, carry yourself with a positive attitude, and always give 

your best effort. “OWN THE PUCK”! And most importantly, win or lose, have fun because you are playing 

hockey! Coach Rues treats sportsmanship similar to her philosophy on winning and losing. She sets the highest 

standards for sportsmanship because no matter what the call or what the outcome of a game Coach Rues seems 

to always provide the right words at the right time. We would like to thank Coach Rues for her lessons in 

leadership this season because, whether she realizes it or not, she is doing much more than making our kids 

better hockey players. She is making them better people. Coach Rues “OWN THE AWARD” because you have 

earned it. Thanks coach." 

"Thoughtful commitment to player development all while making it fun" 

"She preps, she plans, she prepares. She approaches every practice and skills session as if it were more 

important than the game. She asks the players to set personal goals before going out on the ice so that they can 

challenge themselves and improve. She identifies the areas of the game that are within their control, like 

attitude, and asks that they be responsible for their actions. As a parent, she expects and appreciates our parental 

involvement. She includes us in many communications and decision-making opportunities so that the team truly 

does feel more like a family. I am beyond grateful for her positive influence on my 12 U son (and my 10 U 

player!) who has witnessed her greatness and experienced her encouragement on and off the ice." 

                                 2022 MID AM COACHES CLINICS & LINKS 

Level 2 May 24 & 25 5:30PM 

Level 2 May 24 & 25 7:00PM 

Level 2 May 31 & June 1 5:30PM 

Level 2 May31 & June 1 7:00PM 

Level 3 June 28 & 29 5:30PM 

Level 3 June 28 & 29 7:00PM 

Level 3 July 19 & 20 5:30PM 

Level 3 July 19 & 20 7:00PM 

Level 1 July 26 & 27 5:30PM 

Level 1 July 26 & 27 7:00PM 

 

Registration is available on the Mid-Am website. Please note that these clinics have been set 

up by the Mid-Am District for the coaches in our District. Why not take advantage of these 

early clinics and get this requirement out of the way for the upcoming season! 

https://myevents.usahockey.com/md-virtual--cep-level-2-usa-hockey-level-2-virtual_4
https://myevents.usahockey.com/md-virtual--cep-level-2-usa-hockey-level-2-virtual_5
https://myevents.usahockey.com/md-virtual--cep-level-2-usa-hockey-level-2-virtual_7
https://myevents.usahockey.com/md-virtual--cep-level-2-usa-hockey-level-2-virtual_6
https://myevents.usahockey.com/md-virtual--cep-level-3-usa-hockey-virtual-level-3_6
https://myevents.usahockey.com/md-virtual--cep-level-3-usa-hockey-virtual-level-3_4
https://myevents.usahockey.com/md-virtual--cep-level-3-usa-hockey-virtual-level-3_7
https://myevents.usahockey.com/md-virtual--cep-level-3-usa-hockey-virtual-level-3_5
https://myevents.usahockey.com/md-virtual--cep-level-1-usa-hockey-level-1-virtual_14
https://myevents.usahockey.com/md-virtual--cep-level-1-usa-hockey-level-1-virtual_13
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USA HOCKEY NEW MEMBERSHIP FEE STRUCTURE 

                                 2022-2023 

 
            Get your registration completed today! 


