
MINUTES OF THE OCTOBER 16, 2021 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE

CONNECTICUT STATE SOCCER ASSOCIATION

CSSA Representatives Present: Dan Rooney, President; Joseph Rich, Registrar; Jack
Testani, 1st Vice President; Mike Schechter, Treasurer; Garfield Green, 2nd Vice
President;  Julia Connor, Administrator

CSSA Leagues Represented: ECWSC (Jennifer Johnson for Jess Urban), CSL (Jack
Testani), SNEASL (Joe Rich), SASL (Andy Aldo), SCSL (Sandra Hampson), CASL
(Donavon Lofters), WSL (Jose Sandoval), NWSL (Ashley Kesilewski)

A. Roll Call

The meeting was called to order by President Dan Rooney at 12:03 pm and each CSSA
representative and league delegate present was noted.

B. Acceptance of Minutes of the Previous AGM

The Minutes of the 2020 AGM (provided to all leagues ahead of time) were then presented by
Mr. Rooney. The reading was waived given that it was available before the meeting.
Discussion was also waived.

MOVED (HAMPSON), SECONDED (RICH) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO
ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE SEPTEMBER 12, 2020 ANNUAL GENERAL
MEETING OF THE CONNECTICUT STATE SOCCER ASSOCIATION.

C. Treasurer/Secretary’s Financial Report

Dan Rooney presented the Balance Sheet to date. Registration fees have been collected
from leagues; the data was submitted to USASA, but the registration fees still need to be
paid out. He also shared that due to a late tax filing, the IRS sent a notice regarding a
penalty to be issued to CSSA; an appeal was submitted, but was denied initially. An
additional letter was submitted, and Mike Schechter shared that the penalty has been
forgiven.

Dan Rooney went through the Income/Expense report for FY 2020-21, which is available
on the CSSA website under Governance>AGM 2021. Dan explained that the Net
Profit/Loss was a bit skewed, as timing of registration fees collected has been a little off
this year.

MOVED (ALDO), SECONDED (HAMPSON) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO
ACCEPT THE TREASURER/SECRETARY’S FINANCIAL REPORTS.
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D. Unfinished Business and Communications

Dan Rooney explained the various reports that were uploaded to the AGM 2021
webpage. USASA has struggled financially over the past year and a half due to lessened
registrations due to COVID-19; in the past, they’ve been able to disburse $40,000 to their
regions to subsidize play, but this was reduced this past year due to the pandemic. Some
other news from USASA and Region I was also shared.

Andy Aldo asked for an update on the Directors and Officers Liability Coverage. Dan
stated that since USASA is no longer covering individual leagues, only the State
Association Executive Boards (EB), the CSSA EB decided to offer reimbursements to
leagues who choose to purchase D&O coverage. It is recommended that leagues look into
the company recommended by USASA. Andy asked what limits were available for
coverage, and asked what the EB had in terms of coverage limits; Dan stated that he
would look into these questions and share that information.

Andy asked if any leagues currently held D&O insurance; there were none that indicated
that they did hold this coverage.

E. Reports of Committees

There are four: Appeals, Cups, Discipline, and Rules.

Appeals: Garfield Green is the Chairman of the Appeals Committee. He reported that
there was only one appeal this year, which came from SNEASL; a player had received a
suspension for Violent Conduct, and the player felt the penalty was excessive. The
suspension was reduced as a result of this appeals hearing.

Cups and Committees: Jack Testani is the Chairman of the Cup Committee, which was
revamped with some new members this year. Dan reported that the finals of the last
competition were played in October , due to COVID-19-related delays. The new
competition is slated to begin in November of 2021. Jack shared that there will be a Cup
Committee call on Monday evening to finalize details for the 2021-22 competition. There
are seven Over-30 entrants, with one more team expected to enter to round out the
groups. There are 20 Over-40 entrants, which will allow for five groups. Over-50
received 13 applications; it will be difficult to get three more teams to enter, so one may
be dropped, based on the date of applications received and any potential discipline issues.

Andy mentioned that SASL’s schedule was pushed back a week, due to the August storm,
and there had been a request for the Cup to start a week later to avoid scheduling
conflicts. Jack stated that the Cup schedule was adjusted to begin on November 14 to
accommodate the SASL teams.
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Discipline: Jack and Garfield handle discipline, according to game reports received each
week. The Discipline Reports were shared on the AGM 2021 webpage and were briefly
discussed by the responsible individual.

Jack shared that in SASL and SNEASL, 26 of the 61 total cards were for violent conduct
and abusive language. There were two referee assaults in SASL, and both players were
suspended until March of 2023.

Garfield covers all of the other leagues; there were a total of 41 red cards. Of those, 11
were for referee abuse and abusive language. He reiterated that referee abuse is a big
problem and needs to be handled appropriately. There was one issue of referee assault,
and that player was suspended until January of 2023.

Dan asked for clarification between referee abuse and abusive language; referee abuse is
specifically directed at officials, whereas abusive language is directed at other players and
team members. Stiffer penalties can be considered moving forward to attempt to curb this
behavior further. Joe Rich shared that a challenge SNEASL has come across is retaining
quality players. An impact to growth for a league is the quality of refereeing during their
games. He asked if league members could come together to come up with a
comprehensive, consistent system of handling this problem of referee abuse; this would
increase the number of willing adult officials to cover these matches. A roundtable
discussion with the leagues will be scheduled over the winter.

Rules: There were no bylaw changes proposed this year.

F. Rule Changes

There were no rule changes proposed this year.

G. Election of Officers

The offices of President, 1st Vice President, and Treasurer were up for election.

Joe Rich called for nominations for the office of CSSA President. Jose Sandoval
nominated incumbent Dan Rooney; Dan accepted the nomination and was elected.

Joe Rich called for nominations for the office of 1st Vice President. Joe Rich nominated
incumbent Jack Testani; Jack accepted the nomination and was elected.

Joe Rich called for nominations for the office of Treasurer; Andy Aldo nominated
incumbent Mike Schecter, who accepted the nomination and was elected.
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H. New Business and Communications

The State Referee Committee is supposed to meet four times a year, and oversees the
referee program including recruitment, certification, training and the like. Jesus Zornoza
has been the head of the Committee for 15 years or so, and it is the opinion of CSSA that
new leadership should be appointed; the appointment is a joint decision between CSSA
and CJSA, and CJSA is not compromising on this item. In these situations, someone from
US Soccer may be contacted to mediate and assist in coming to an agreement.

Jack has spoken to the CJSA President about CSSA’s stance on bringing someone new
into the State Referee Committee; progress isn’t being made, and change is needed. Mike
commented that instead of relying on this Committee to create changes, CSSA could
propose something for adoption. Jose stated that leagues across the board are having
trouble getting referee coverage for games; when he was assigning for tournaments at
FSA, he made a point to connect with referees from different towns and saw some
success, but there is work to do to develop and maintain good talent in the official pool.

I. Good of Soccer

Dan Rooney shared that compared to other states, CSSA was lucky to retain so many
players and teams over the pandemic. He thanked everyone for their efforts in supporting
adult soccer in Connecticut. CSSA would be happy to coordinate inter-league play to
encourage camaraderie and interaction between leagues.

J. Adjournment

MOVED (GREEN), SECONDED (TESTANI) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO
ADJOURN THE MEETING AT 1:17 PM.

Submitted by Julia Connor, CSSA Administrator


