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Past USSF National Coach of the Year, Tim Carter, joins Minnesota Youth Soccer 
Association as Technical Advisor  
 
MYSA is pleased to welcome Tim Carter as Technical Advisor to lead the Olympic Development Program 
in Minnesota. Tim has spent his professional career of over 40 years, cultivating his extensive soccer 
knowledge and expertise. His youth development and coaching experience spans from the grassroots 
youth level to the U.S. Soccer Federation. He has served the sport in a variety of capacities such as: 
Coach, Educator, Academy Director, Director of Youth Development, and Scout.   
 
Tim got his first taste of coaching at the collegiate level and spent 17 years as an NCAA college coach in 
different roles throughout the country. In 1995, he became a National Staff Coach for the U.S. Soccer 
Federation which lead to him accepting the role of Director of Youth Development for USSF. Following 
his time with USSF, he made the jump to professional soccer in 2001, joining the MLS’s Chicago Fire as 
their first Director of Player Development and then eventually transferring to Pittsburgh to fill the role of 
Assistant Coach/Director of Youth Development for the USL’s Pittsburgh Riverhounds.  
 
Tim has been a part of the Minnesota soccer scene since 2003 when he joined the coaching staff of the 
Minnesota Thunder. In 2004, he was recruited to be the Director of Soccer and U18 Head Coach for 
Shattuck-St. Mary’s School, where he created one of the first residency programs in the country. He built 
Shattuck-St. Mary’s School into an elite soccer academy that continuously produced players for NCAA 
programs. In 2016, he started as Minnesota United FC’s first Academy Director, just as the club was 
transitioning to Major League Soccer. During his time at MNUFC, the club signed its first two 
homegrown players from the Academy system. The system also helped develop players who are 
currently some of the top U.S. Soccer prospects, getting called up for U.S. Youth National Team camps at 
various ages. He has helped countless youth players reach the next level in their development and/or go 
on to play at the collegiate level.  
 
Since 2020, Tim has been working as a consultant to youth clubs across the country, guiding them in 
creating comprehensive player development plans and fostering positive club cultures. In addition, he 
has continued his involvement with the U.S. Soccer Federation as a U.S. Youth National Team Scout.  
 
Throughout his career, Tim has been recognized for his contributions to soccer including “Coach of the 
Year” awards from United Soccer Coaches (formerly NSCAA), US Youth Soccer and U.S. Soccer 
Federation Development Academy. He holds the U.S. Soccer Federation National A, Academy Director, 
and Talent Scout licenses. He has led four separate U18 teams to various youth National Championships 
finals.  
 
“We could not be more thrilled to have Tim working with us at MYSA,” says MYSA CEO Ayla Lokkesmoe, 
“his passion and knowledge of soccer is inspiring and his experience speaks for itself. I am really excited 
to see how he reinvigorates and grows the ODP program. Bringing in someone with his soccer expertise 



will really set this program up for success, and more importantly, give players a platform to develop to 
their highest potential.”  
 
As technical advisor for MYSA, Tim will primarily oversee the ODP program, but will also use his vast 
experience and knowledge to help shape player development across the state. Please join us in 
welcoming him to the team.  
 


