Quabbin Valley League Meeting
3/19/23, 2pm, Hangar Pub & Grill, South Hadley
Minutes by Clerk Brett Constantine

A. Call to Order at 2:06pm

B. Attendance: Greg S (president), Paul I (vice president), Ed P (treasurer), Brett C (clerk), Mo P (Pirates), Steve (Orioles), Mike (Cardinals), Justin M (Braves), Brad B (Tigers)

C. Approval of minutes from 2/12/23 meeting 
· Tabled to next meeting

D. Discussion/Action items
     1. Vote to extend registration deadline for returning players through at least March 26.
· Steve moves, Paul 2nd:  unanimous voice vote
     2. Discuss wood bat rule proposal including poll results from teams/players – vote on
   whether to implement for 2023
Greg: suggest move it to end of year meeting. Ed supports Greg’s suggestion, so Ed withdraws proposal for now
     3. Go through rule change/language update proposal – vote on whether to implement 
              changes
Greg notes that this item was tabled at last meeting, no huge rule changes proposed. 
· Brett speaks on why to change mercy rule (have heard from multiple players over multiple years about this rule; 1 AB for losing hitters not enough practice to get better for next week; we all pay league fee but not getting money’s worth)  Brett moves that we change to 7 innings, Ed 2nd: unanimous voice vote
· Name of baseball: Greg says we’re no longer using the ball listed
·  Brett suggests we eliminate the listing in the rules–agreement, no objections 
· 2.12 helmet for basecoaches: Greg says not a rule, eliminate; after discussion he withdraw proposal since the current language allows us to make an exception to the MLB rules
· 3.2 Current language gives President a 100% discount on league fee, but it has been the practice of this league to extend that discount to all four executive board members–no objections
· 3.3-3.5: Greg states we don’t have time to go through this at this meeting, tabled
·  increase Greg move, Brett 2nd unanimous voice vote
· 4.4 alcoholic beverages/smoke: Greg moves to change to fit with venue. Modify to in game vs. after/before
· 5.1 strike first sentence–no objections
· 4.6: add 6.4 remove player from team for extending circumstances by vote of executive board mo 2nd greg move unanimous voice vote
· 5.5
· 5.5.1. Forfeit score 7-0 in double-header 
· 5.5.2. Credit for game should go to losing forfeiting teams players, winning team mgr signs for that credit mo moves, greg 2nd unanimous voice vote
· 5.6. Add language that both mgrs can agree to add more before ground rules no objections
· There was much discussion about in-game injuries and current practices despite rules but all other proposed changes were tabled.
· 6.2.1. This rule was discussed but no decision was recorded.
· 6.5 Add new rule: new players must be fully registered with waiver signed before playing any game, otherwise game will be forfeited Greg moves, Ed 2nd unanimous voice vote
· 7.3. Proposed a change to limit of 4 or 5 HBP before pitcher must be removed. Proposal withdrawn since no support shown


     4. Discuss status of teams and agree on number of teams for 2023. Teams will deliver status reports as part of discussion. Decide on whether there will be 4 or 6 teams.
· Status reports
· Eric relayed to Greg that 6 players were interested in returning: 1 of 6 registered
· Braves 9 registered, 2 more expected, 2 are reserves
· Tigers 8 registered, 5 more planning on it
· O’s 3 registered, 1 targeted, notorious late registrants (14 planning to play, says Steve)
· Cards 6 registered, heading for 11 plus 1 reserve
· Bucs 4 registered, probably 6.5ish total
Much discussion followed:
· Greg shares there are 2 likely scenarios: 
· Braves absorb 1-2 nats, bucs absorb rest plus new players 
· Braves as is, Bucs get all those new players
· 5 team scheduling could maybe work if all teams played 1 scheduled double header
· 4 teams scheduling is easy, but hard to ever get back to 6 teams
· Discussion (Paul thinks still should shoot for 6 teams, hard to get back if even down to 5 teams; should get a large pool (more than 8) of pool reserves with possible sources being PV league, over-50 league, etc)
· Push decision out 2 weeks, trying to recruit for 6 teams. No objections.

     5. Briefly discuss/review status of securing fields for 2023.
We are picking from 4 fields (2 in Easthampton, 2 in South Hadley) depending on seasonal availability

     6. Briefly discuss waiver form
Based on discussion, this issue seems moot: all reserves, all players click the box for the waiver which covers liability when they register online

E. Reports of Executive Board members
     1. President - Greg Scibelli nothing extra to report
     2. Vice President – Paul Iellamo no report
     3. Treasurer - Ed Perlak asking about umpire fees, doubleheaders (Greg will help follow up on that) We had $4655 as of 1/1/23, paid for things like baseballs, scorebooks, website, etc. As of now we have $5049, which is just fine since we’ll receive more registrations. 
     4. Secretary – Brett Constantine no report

F. Open Forum for each team to bring up issues
     (No guarantee any matters brought up here will be voted on)
     1. Orioles–thanks for working out a possible 5-team schedule!
     2. Cardinals–nothing
     3. Tigers – Possible waiver for younger player (Paul’s son 25 years old, hasn’t played since highschool) Steve moves to accept Paul Illelmo III as long as he isn’t allowed to pitch or catch, Brett 2nds. Unanimous voice vote.
     4. Pirates–nothing
     5. Nationals– no representative present
     6. Braves–nothing

G. Set date of next meeting
We will meet again directly following the draft on 4/2/23. We’ll plan to start at 11am at the field, or 11:30 at South Hadley Hangar Pub & Grill in the case of inclement weather. 

Date reminders:
· Open practice and draft: Sunday, April 2 Beachgrounds, Greg will book, hopefully for free 
· Meeting will be 11am at field, or 11:30 at South Hadley Hangar if rain. 
· Season opening week: Sunday, April 23

H. Adjournment (Adjourned just a bit before 4:00pm)
 

