You don’t have
tobe that tall to
Keep the puck out of
the net, Look at us.”

MZING
UP THE\
SITUATIG

When It Comes To Debunking The Big 4
boalie Myth, Smaller Netminders 4
Swat Away Arguments Like

Shots On Goal revsmeeres

MADDIE ROONEY doesn’t quite understand why the hockey

world makes such a big deal about the size of its goaltenders. If you
can stop a puck, you can stop a puck. And Rooney has proven time and
again she can stop a puck.

Who could forget her performance in the gold medal shootout
against Canada at the 2018 Olympics in PyeongChang? Or the silver
medal she won this winter in Beijing?

“It’s always fun to prove the stereotype wrong,” said ;
Rooney, a 5-foot-5 native of Andover, Minn., who s MADDIE
previously starred at the University of Minnesota- ; . Roo NEY
Duluth. “[Team USA goalie partner] Nicole
Hensley and I look at all these huge NHL &
goalies and we always kind of joke around and
say ‘You don’t have to be that tall to keep the
puck out of the net. Look at us.” We take a lot of
pride in it.”

Still, size has become an issue with talent evalu-
ators, some of whom won’t even scout goaltenders
who measure less than 6-foot-4. That mindset has
trickled down to the lower levels as well.
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What makes

some goaltenders
great is oftentimes

between
their ears.”

— STEVE THOMPSON

“You can watch any goalie in the league
and glean something from their game,
whether it’s from a mental standpoint or
a technical movement,” DeSmith said. “It
doesn’t matter what their size is. We all play
slightly different games, but every goalie in
the NHL is really good at something.

“As a smaller goalie, you have to rely
on your angles and your positioning, and
you have to be a little quicker than the
guy who’s 4 or 5 inches bigger than you.
And, of course, it doesn’t matter what
size you are, you have to have really good
rebound control. Whether you’re 6-0 or
6-5, it’s up to each goalie to find out what
works for them.”

Jeff Lerg, a 5-foot-6 native of Livonia,
Mich., won 76 games while posting a 2.38
goals-against average and .921 save per-
centage for Michigan State University from
2005 to 2009. He played 10 years of minor
pro hockeyin the United States and abroad
before returning to his former youth hock-
ey program, Detroit Honeybaked, to serve
as its director of goaltending and hockey
operations manager.

He identifies goaltenders for eight boys
teams and four girls teams.

“Ilook for people who get the job done,
regardless of size,” Lerg said. “Obviously,
there are various styles a goaltender can
play, but I’'m looking for someone who
controls the game well more than any-
thing else. Skating is a big part of it, but
also rebound control is a big factor.

Despite his size, Dustin
Wolf has been successful
at every level of the game

f due to his intelligence

/ and his athletic ability.

“There’s more to the position than
just taking up space on the initial shot.
There’s pre-shot movement and how you
adjust and maybe re-adjust before a shot
is taken. Bigger guys might take up more
space, but controlling pucks, battling
through traffic and having a high amount
of will power to will your team to victory
are all elements I look for and things that
don’t just automatically come.”

Lerg naturally roots for the undersized
goaltenders and takes pride in watching
them outduel the larger-sized opponents
at the opposite end of the ice.

“I’d love to see us get back to the
days when Chris Osgood and Manny
Legace were winning Stanley Cups
for the Red Wings as goalies under
6-foot,” he said. “That’s what I grew
up with, and that’s what motivated me
to be a goalie.

“Size is just one tool in the tool box. At
the end of the day, it’s all about winning
games, and it shouldn’t matter how big
you are.” ¢

Jim Leitner is the sports editor of the
Dubuque (Iowa) Telegraph Herald.
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