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TO:  MOA BASKETBALL OFFICIALS 
 
FROM:  GRETA BUEHLER, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR 
 
RE:  BASKETBALL STUDY CLUBS 
 
 
Under cover are your 2022-23 Basketball Study Outlines.  There are six in all.  You must complete all six 
(6) to satisfy your yearly study club attendance requirement. 
   
Your MOA Regional Director is responsible for listing you as fulfilling your obligations with these guides.  
Study club attendance sheets must be signed by your Regional Director, so please be certain they 
get to him/her.  He/she will forward them on to the MOA office.  DO NOT SEND THEM DIRECTLY TO 
THE MOA OFFICE.  If your pool needs study club attendance sheets (there is a specific form to be 
completed for study club credit), please contact Amy at the MOA office or print one from the Forms page 
of the MOA section of the MHSA website.  You can access the MOA Section by clicking here or go to the 
MHSA home page and click on MOA on the right side of the page. 
 
Please discuss issues and ramifications of rules and mechanics with your less experienced officials.  
Remember that you probably have all levels of officiating experience and expertise within your membership. 
 
Much of the material requires that a group leader moderate the discussion.  Please conduct the meeting as 
a lesson so that as much information as possible can be gained by the group’s members. 
 
As another year is set to begin, we wish you the best in your officiating endeavors, and we appreciate the 
work that you do for Montana’s youth activities. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://mhsa.org/moa
file://mhsa-fs/MHSA%20Share/MOA%20Coordinator/Study%20Clubs/Basketball/BB%20Study%20Clubs%202021-22/MOA%20Section


MONTANA OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION 
BASKETBALL STUDY CLUB OUTLINES 

2022-23 
LESSON # 1 

NAME______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
CLUB_____________________________________ DATE____________________________________ 
 
Preferably use before the season’s first game: 
 
I. Review the October Official Word and the MOA Handbook. 
 
II. Discuss any issues/concerns/ideas prompted by the MOA/MHSA Rules Clinic. 

 
III. Review the new (bolded and italicized) areas of the MOA Handbook.  Be aware of major revisions in 

the sport(s) that affect you.   
 

IV. MOA Handbook changes and reminders for 2022-23 are as follows: 
   

1. Mileage has increased to 62.5 ₵ per mile this year.  Per diem for each official remains at 12 ₵ per 
mile.  So, the driver, for a regular season game, would receive 74.5 ₵ per mile while the rider official 
would receive 12 ₵ per mile.  
 

2. Basketballs to be used for the 2022-23 Basketball Season, as approved by the MHSA Executive 
Board for 2022-23:  
• MHSA Basketball regular and postseason play, the basketball to be used for all levels of play 

shall include the NFHS authenticating mark.  
• During MHSA postseason play, boys shall use the Baden Perfection Elite BX7E 

Basketball and the girls shall use the Baden Perfection Elite BX6E Basketball. 
 

3. Basketball three-person crew fees are: varsity--$70, subvarsity--$40.75. 
Basketball two-person crew fees are: varsity--$70, subvarsity--$48.  

 
4. General assignment policy (XXVI-A-5, p. 131):   Officials are prohibited from working a varsity 

contest or tournament where they cohabitate with or have an immediate relative who is participating 
as an athlete or head coach.  Officials are also prohibited from working postseason contests in the 
gender classification where they have an immediate relative who is participating as an athlete or 
head coach.  An immediate relative is defined as a parent, spouse, brother, sister, child or 
grandchild.  Officials who coach are prohibited from working a varsity contest or tournament of 
his/her gender-specific sport in the classification he/she coaches 

 
5. Game cancellation policy (XXVII- E, p. 134):  If an official was not notified but was present to work 

a contest that was cancelled or postponed for reasons related to an act of God including, but not 
limited to, power failure, adverse weather, or hazardous road conditions, the officials must be paid 
at least half of the game fee plus all travel and per diem allowances.  Contest(s) cancelled due to 
weather or act of God will be rescheduled using the same officials (if possible) and those officials 
will receive only travel and per diem allowances for the cancelled contest(s).  If different officials 
are used, officials will be paid all travel/per diem allowance and game fee.  Regarding 
cancellations/postponements after the contest begins, officials that work one quarter (or its 
equivalent) or more will receive a full game fee and if the officials work less than one quarter, they 
will receive half of a game fee (lightning cancellations, power outages, etc.). 
 

6. Official uniform (XIII-A-3, p. 123): Basketball officials may wear a gray shirt with black pinstripes or 
a black and white striped shirt.  For each game the uniform shirt must be the same for each member 
of the officiating crew. Effective in 2022-23, basketball officials may wear a standard warm-up 
jacket, solid black pullover, full zip or button up, unadorned (except for MOA service pins).   



 
7. MOA Code of Ethics (XVIII-L): I will not approach coaches or athletic directors, personally or 

by mail, relative to assignments or ratings or in regard to game calls, mechanics or 
procedural duties. Those questions should be initially addressed through the pool leader, 
MOA Regional Director or the MOA office. 

8. Guidelines for MOA Pools (Section XV-L): Officials pools may provide information regarding 
availability of eligible officials for pos season assignment to a district or division representative for 
distribution to schools in those districts or divisions, when requested in writing.  Individual officials 
shall not provide such information. 

9. Because basketball districts/divisions are now scheduling play-in games on Monday or Tuesday to 
pare the tournament down to an eight-team bracket, approved that if one of the tournament officials 
has a work-related conflict and is unable to officiate the play-in or a challenge game, the MOA office 
or tournament manager can assign one of the other tournament officials to work this game(s).   

10. An alternate official must always be available for basketball tournament games below the state 
level, that a schedule of alternate officials be prepared by the tournament officials and coordinated 
by the tournament manager. 

11. Language was added to the MOA Handbook to allow officials whose employment requires them to 
be away from home during the week to attend study clubs at an alternate pool location with the 
permission of both the regional director and the MOA Commissioner. 

12. Officials utilizing lodging accommodations provided by the tournament manager may be provided 
a single room when feasible and at the discretion of the tournament manager.   

13. All basketball officials are required to sign their name in the scorebook before the start of each 
contest.  The referee must make sure the official’s names are in the scorebook. 

14. Pink whistles may be used by officials at contests designated as breast cancer awareness events.  
Any other uniform modifications for the purpose of supporting a charitable fundraising event must 
be approved in advance by the MOA Commissioner. 

15. The MHSA/MOA will require each official to take the “NFHS Concussion in Sports – What 
You Need to Know” course each year. The online concussion course must be viewed after June 
1st for an official to be eligible for the coming school year.  The deadline for viewing the course will 
coincide with the deadline for viewing the rules clinic for each sport.  For officials who work more 
than one sport, you must complete the concussion course by the rule’s clinic deadline for your first 
sport of the year.  The concussion course must be completed only once per school year, but it must 
be completed before officiating any high school scrimmage or game.  The penalty for not 
completing the concussion clinic by the deadline will be the same as the penalty for non-completion 
of the rule’s clinic.  However, the MOA official, by law, cannot work any scrimmage or contest until 
the concussion clinic has been viewed. 

 
Officials are asked to use their best judgment in observing the signs, symptoms and behaviors of 
a concussion and other possible serious injuries.  If there is a player who exhibits signs and 
symptoms of an injury, officials will make coaches aware of the injured player and call an injury 
time out.  The official should notify the coach by making the following statement: “Coach, you need 
to take a look at this player; he/she is exhibiting signs and symptoms of an injury.” 

 
Once the official notifies the coach, it is now the coach’s responsibility.  The official does not need 
written permission for an athlete to return to play nor does the official need to verify the credentials 
of the appropriate health-care professional.  THE YOUTH CANNOT RETURN TO PLAY UNTIL 
THEY ARE EVALUATED BY A LICENSED HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONAL AND RECEIVES 
WRITTEN CLEARANCE TO RETURN TO PLAY FROM THE LICENSED HEALTH CARE 
PROFESSIONAL. Officials do not determine RETURN TO PLAY (RTP). 

 
V. Review and discuss the following information related to the MHSA basketball mercy rule.  This is not 

an NFHS rule, but MOA basketball officials will be called upon to help facilitate this MHSA mercy rule: 



MHSA BASKETBALL MERCY RULE 
 

For the 2022-23 basketball season, the Basketball Mercy Rule will again be used by all MHSA member 
schools.  It will be used for all levels of play, (Varsity, JV, Sophomore and Frosh) in the second half 
only, once a team has a forty (40) point or better lead against their opponent, a running clock will ensue 
until the end of the game even if the difference in the score drops below the forty-point margin. 
The only time the clock will stop will be between quarters, time outs, and when replacing an injured or 
disqualified player. 

 
In the second half of a basketball game, the official scorer and timer will be responsible for running the 
clock continuously except for the below situations, once a team has a forty (40) point or better lead 
against their opponent. 
 
1. Once the clock signals the end of a quarter or overtime period, the clock will be stopped until play 

is started for the next quarter or overtime period. 
2. Once an official signals for a called time-out, the clock will be stopped until play is started following 

the time-out. 
3. Once an official beckons or bench personnel come onto the floor to attend to an injured player, the 

clock will be stopped until play is started again. 
4. Once an official informs the Head Coach that a player has been disqualified from further 

participation in the game, the clock will be stopped until play is started again. 
 

       The clock will be restarted: 
1. If a free throw is not successful and the ball is to remain live, the clock shall be started when the 

ball touches or is touched by a player on the court. 
2. If play is resumed by a throw-in, the clock shall be started when the ball touches, or is legally 

touched by, a player on the court after it is released by the thrower. 
 
Game management must inform the official scorer and timer of this MHSA Basketball Mercy Rule and 
the provisions of the rule. 

 
The following are MHSA Basketball Mercy Rule clarifications for the 2022-23 basketball season: 
 
Free throws (including technical fouls) are shot with a running clock once a team has a forty (40) point 
or better lead against their opponent until the end of the game even if the difference in the score drops 
below the forty point margin.  The only time the clock would stop to shoot free throws would be when a 
player has been disqualified from further participation in the game, the clock would be stopped to 
replace the disqualified player and during the shooting of required free throws. The clock would be 
restarted in this situation (1) If a free throw is not successful and the ball is to remain live, the clock 
shall be started when the ball touches or is touched by a player on the court or (2) If the free throw(s) 
are made and play is resumed by a throw-in, the clock shall be started when the ball touches, or is 
legally touched by, a player on the court after it is released by the thrower.  

 
VI. Please take time as a group to review and discuss the following articles related to the new rule 

changes for 2022-23 as well as the rule changes from 2021-22 listed in the 2022-2023 Basketball 
Preseason Guide:   

• Approved to Adorn – pages 1-2 
• Flashback: 2021-22 NFHS Rule Changes – pages 4-5 

 
VII.  Read and discuss the 2022-23 NFHS Basketball Rules Interpretations (below).  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OUTLINE MUST BE SIGNED BY ALL PRESENT AND SENT TO YOUR REGIONAL 
DIRECTOR BY APRIL 1, 2023. 
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2022-23 
LESSON #2 

 
 
NAME______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CLUB_____________________________________ DATE____________________________________ 
 
 
I. Review and discuss the following shot clock information with your pool. 

In accordance with Rule 2-14, MHSA has adopted a 35-second shot clock effective in the 2022-23 season. 
The following are the guidelines to be implemented for the shot clock.  

SHOT CLOCK DISPLAYS  

1. A shot clock is one of the two official visible timepieces – one at each end of the court.  

2. The shot clocks shall be recessed and mounted on the backboard supports behind each backboard, they 
also may be mounted on wall, or on temporary stands.  

3. An alternate-timing device or procedure shall be available when a visible shot clock malfunctions.  

4. LED lights located around the shot clock may be used, but the lights shall only be activated for a shot 
clock violation.  

5. Nothing shall be attached to the mounting mechanisms of the shot clock that affects the visibility of the 
shot clock.  

GAME AND TABLE OFFICIALS  

A shot clock operator will be located at the scorer’s and timer’s table. It is recommended that the timer and 
shot clock operator be seated next to each other.  

OFFICIALS' GENERAL DUTIES  

1. Use the shot clock to administer the 10-second backcourt count (9-8). The 10 second count shall begin 
when the ball touches, or is legally touched by, a player on the court, in the backcourt on a throw-in or on 
player control on a rebound or jump ball.  Use a silent, visible 10-second count when there is no shot clock 
visible.  

2. To indicate a shot clock violation, the official will give the stop clock signal followed by the tapping of the 
head and give a directional signal.  

3. To indicate a shot clock reset, the official will use a rolling motion of a pointed index finger above the 
head.  

THE SHOT CLOCK OPERATOR SHALL:  

1. A 35-second shot clock for both boys and girls will be utilized in accordance with Rule 2-14.  



2. Use the shot clock the entire game, including extra periods, except when there is less time remaining on 
the game clock than on the shot clock. In this case, the shot clock shall be turned off. NOTE: In the event 
the Mercy Rule is in effect, the shot clock will continue to be used.  

3. Control a separate timing device with a horn that shall have a sound that is distinct and different from 
that of the game clock horn.  

4. Have an alternate-timing device or procedure available in the case of failure or lack of availability of the 
electronic clocks.  

5. Start the shot clock when:  
a. A player inbounds, legally touches or is touched by the ball on a throw-in;  
b. A team initially gains control after a jump ball or unsuccessful try for goal;  
c. Control of a loose ball is gained after a jump ball;  
d. Unsuccessful try for goal.  
 
6. Stop the timing device and reset to full amount:                                                                                                                                             
a. When team control is again established after the team loses possession of the ball.  
b. When any of the following occurs:  

I. A single personal foul.  
II. A single technical foul assessed to the defensive team.  

III. During team control, a defensive player causes a held ball, and the alternating- possession arrow 
favors the defensive team.  

IV. When a try for goal strikes the ring or flange and then possession is gained by either team.  

A.R. 31. With the alternating-possession arrow favoring Team A and 20 seconds remaining on the 
shot clock, A1’s try for goal lodges between the backboard and the basket support. RULING: Team 
A shall be awarded possession for a throw- in and the shot clock shall be reset.  

V. When a violation occurs, and the defense is awarded the ball for a throw-in. 
VI. Held ball or any other situation where the AP arrow is used to determine team possession and the 

AP arrow favors the defense for a throw-in. 
VII. After the ball goes out of bounds and was last touched simultaneously by two opponents, both of 

whom are either inbounds or out of bounds or when there is doubt as to who last touched the ball 
and the possession arrow favors the defensive team.  

VIII. When there is an inadvertent whistle and there was no player or team control at the time of the 
whistle.  

NOTE: The mere touching of the ball by an opponent does not start a new shot clock period when the same 
team remains in control of the ball.  

A.R. 32. A1 touches the ball that was thrown in by A2. The ball strikes the playing court and bounces until 
A3 gains control by dribbling. The shot-clock operator started the shot clock when A1 touched the ball. 
RULING: The operator was correct. Touching the ball initiates the start of the game clock in all cases and 
the shot clock except in a reset situation when there is less than 35 seconds in the quarter or extra period.  

7. Stop the timing device and continue time without a reset when play begins under the following 
circumstances:  

a. The ball is deflected out of bounds by a defensive player.  
b. A player is injured or loses a contact lens.  
c. A charged time-out has concluded.  
d. During team control as defined in Rule 4-12-1, a defensive player causes a held ball, and the alternating-
possession arrow favors the offensive team.  



e. After any double personal or technical fouls or simultaneous personal or technical fouls or an inadvertent 
whistle when there is team control as defined in Rule 4-12 and as described in Rule 4-36.  

A.R. 33. A1 is in the act of shooting and B1 attempts to defend the try. The official, in anticipation of a foul 
that was not committed, inadvertently blows his or her whistle (a) before the release of the ball; (b) after the 
try was in flight. A’s try for goal was unsuccessful. RULING: In (a), since A1 did not release the ball and 
was in control of the ball when the inadvertent whistle was blown, Team A shall be awarded the ball at a 
designated spot nearest to where the dead ball occurred with no reset of the shot clock. In (b), since A1’s 
try was in flight and there was not team control when the inadvertent whistle was blown, the ball shall be 
put back into play at a designated spot nearest to where the dead ball occurred with the use of the 
alternating-possession arrow and the shot clock shall be reset. In (b) if the try for goal was successful, the 
inadvertent whistle shall be ignored and the team not credited with the score shall be awarded the ball at 
the end line with that team being entitled to run the end line.  

f. After an inadvertent whistle when there is team control.  
g. After any technical foul(s) is assessed to a team in control of the ball, or to the team entitled to the ball 
before it is at the disposal of the thrower-in, or to bench personnel.  
h. After a simultaneous held ball as described in Rule 4-25 occurs during a throw-in and the alternating-
possession arrow favors the throw-in team.  
Note: The offensive team, upon regaining possession of the ball for the throw-in, shall have the unexpired 
time on the shot clock to attempt a try.  

A.R. 34. A1 releases the ball on a try for goal, B1 partially blocks the shot and the ball (a) hits the ring or 
flange; (b) goes out of bounds; or (c) goes through the basket. RULING: In (a) and (c), the play is legal and 
the action shall continue. In (b), the official shall blow the whistle to stop play and the shot-clock operator 
shall stop but not reset the shot clock. On the ensuing throw-in by Team A, the game clock and shot clock 
shall start when the throw-in legally touches any player on the playing court.  

i. After a held ball occurs after an unsuccessful try that does not contact the ring or flange, and the 
alternating possession arrow favors the shooting team.  

j. After the ball goes out of bounds and was last touched simultaneously by two opponents, both of whom 
are either inbounds or out of bounds or when there is doubt as to who last touched the ball and the 
possession arrow favors the offensive team.  
 
8. Sound the shot clock horn at the expiration of the shot clock period. This shot clock horn shall not stop 
play unless recognized by an official’s whistle. When the shot clock indicates zeroes, the shot clock time 
has expired.  

9.. Turn off the shot clock when a reset situation occurs, and the game clock shows less time than that of 
a shot clock period.  

A.R. 35. There are 32 seconds on the game clock and 30 seconds on the shot clock. Team A uses time 
before A1 releases the ball for a try for goal. After A1 releases the ball, the shot-clock horn sounds. The 
ball does not strike the ring or flange. The officials call a shot-clock violation. At the same time as the 
official’s whistle, the game clock sounds, signaling that the quarter or extra period has ended. Shall the 
official put two seconds back on the game clock? RULING: No. The shot-clock horn sounded at the 
expiration of the shot-clock period; however, this does not stop play unless recognized by the official’s 
whistle. The official’s whistle for the shot-clock violation stopped play. The expiration of playing time was 
indicated by the timer’s signal. This signal shall terminate player activity (Rule 2-12-7). The quarter or extra 
period ended with the violation.  

10. Allow the timing device to continue during loose-ball situations when the offense retains control or when 
a field goal try is attempted at the wrong basket or when a field goal try has failed to hit the rim or flange.  
 
11. Allow the game officials to make the final decision when there is doubt as to whether a score was made 
within the shot clock period or whether a try for goal contacted the ring or flange.  



a. When there is doubt whether a score was made within the shot-clock period or whether a try for goal 
contacted the ring or flange, any activity before the next live ball shall be canceled, except for any flagrant 
foul, intentional foul or direct or indirect technical foul.  

12. When an obvious mistake by the shot-clock operator has occurred in failing to set or reset the shot 
clock, the mistake may be corrected in the shot-clock period in which it occurred only when the referee has 
definite information relative to the mistake and time involved. Any activity after the mistake has been 
discovered shall be canceled, excluding any flagrant foul, intentional foul, or technical foul.  

A.R. 36. The time on the game clock is 15:30 and the shot clock reads 0:30. A1 shoots the ball with five 
seconds on the shot clock and does not hit the ring or flange. The shot-clock operator, by mistake, resets 
the shot clock. No one notices the mistake by the shot-clock operator at this time. When the game clock 
gets to 14:55, B2 commits a foul against A2. Now the officials get together and realize the shot-clock 
operator’s mistake. RULING: When the officials have definite knowledge as to a shot-clock operator’s 
mistake, it is permissible to rectify that mistake. In this case, since the officials have definite knowledge; 
they shall put five seconds back on the game clock, cancel the foul and award the ball to Team B at a 
designated spot nearest to where the ball became dead.  

TIMING ERRORS:  

1. The officials shall make the final decision when there is doubt as to whether a score was made within 
the shot clock period or whether a try for goal contacted the ring or flange.  

2. When an obvious mistake by the shot clock operator has occurred in failing to start, stop, set or reset the 
shot clock, or when a shot clock has malfunctioned, the mistake or the malfunctioning problem may be 
corrected in the shot clock period in which it occurred only when the official has definite information relative 
to the mistake or malfunctioning problem and the time involved.  

Make sure the shot clock starts when there is team control/player control. (The shot clock resets when the 
ball hits the rim/flange but the shot clock period of time doesn’t start until there is team control/player 
control). 

SHOT CLOCK VIOLATION:  

1. A shot clock period is the period of time beginning when the ball is legally touched on a throw-in or when 
team control is established or re-established after loss of team control and the shot clock is properly started. 
The shot clock period ends when the shot clock is properly started for the next shot clock period.  

2. A shot clock try for field goal is defined as the ball having left the shooter’s hand(s) before the sounding 
of the shot clock horn and then striking the ring or flange or entering the basket.  

3. The team in control must attempt a try for a field goal, within the 35-second shot clock period.  

4. It is a violation when a try for field goal does not leave the shooter’s hand before the expiration of the 
allotted shot clock time (as indicated by the sounding of the shot clock horn) or when it does leave the 
shooter’s hand before the expiration of the allotted shot clock time and the try does not subsequently strike 
the ring or flange or enter the basket.  
 
SHOT CLOCK PROCEDURES: 
 
1. If the shot clock is to be reset, T shall signal the clock to be reset.  If the clock is to reset following a 

dead ball, the same procedure will be followed.  If T is the administering official and cannot be readily 
seen by the shot-clock operator, the tableside official shall signal the clock to be reset. If the clock is to 



be reset, the signal shall be a whirling motion of the hand and arm with a pointed index finger on the 
extended arm, followed by a pointing motion with the hand and arm in the direction of the offensive 
team’s basket. While clock(s) awareness is the responsibility of all officials, it is the primary 
responsibility of the T official to check the shot/game clock.  

 
2. Officials share the responsibility for shot-clock violations. 
 
3. On a shot-clock violation, the calling official taps the top of his/her head with an open palm and then 

signals the proper direction. 
 
4. At all times the official administering the throw-in should check the shot-clock to ensure that it is set 

correctly. 
 
SHOT CLOCK NEARING EXPIRATION: 
 
1. When the shot-clock is nearing 10 seconds, the center or trail, whichever is the off-ball official, should 

point to the shot-clock indicating that the shot-clock is nearing expiration. 
 
2. The on-ball official should not take his focus off the active matchup. 
 
3. The signal will aid the crew as they prepare to officiate “shot-clock release” plays. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OUTLINE MUST BE SIGNED BY ALL PRESENT AND SENT TO YOUR REGIONAL 
DIRECTOR BY APRIL 1, 2023. 
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I. Review and discuss the 2022-23 Points of Emphasis. 
 

2022-23 POINTS OF EMPHASIS 
Sportsmanship  
Good sporting behavior is one of the fundamental ingredients to the continued success and enjoyment of 
education-based high school sports and activities. In fact, in the 103-year history of organized high school 
sports in the United States, good sportsmanship has been one of the most important outcomes of high 
school activity programs.  
 
NFHS playing rules are written to encourage sportsmanship. Participation in these programs should 
promote respect, integrity and sportsmanship. However, for these ideals to occur, everyone involved in 
these programs must be doing their part.  
 
The NFHS is concerned that unsporting behavior in education-based athletics has increased across all 
sports. As a result, the NFHS has made sportsmanship the No. 1 Point of Emphasis for the 2022-23 school 
year.  
 
Sportsmanship, or good sporting behavior, is about treating one another with respect and exhibiting 
appropriate behavior. It is about being fair, honest and caring. When these types of appropriate behavior 
occur, competitive play is more enjoyable for everyone.  
 
Coaches set the tone at athletic contests with their display of sportsmanship. If these individuals act in a 
sportsmanlike manner, their behavior sets the tone for players, spectators and others. If coaches, however, 
are complaining constantly about the decision of contest officials, spectators are more likely to do the same.  
 
There must be a collaborative, working relationship between contest officials and game administration to 
promote good sportsmanship and safely conduct the contest. Everyone has their roles to play in creating a 
positive, sportsmanlike atmosphere at contests.  
 
Officials should focus on the actions of players, coaches and other bench/sideline personnel. A positive, 
open line of communication between officials and coaches ultimately results in a better contest for everyone 
involved.  
 
Contest officials, however, should never engage with spectators who are exhibiting unsporting behavior. 
Once the contest begins, school administration is responsible for dealing with unruly spectators. A proactive 
approach by school administration includes monitoring the behavior of spectators and intervening as 
needed.  
 
If spectators are using demeaning or profane language at officials – or at others in the stands – those 
individuals should be removed from the contest by school administration.  
 



In recent years, a heightened level of unsportsmanlike behavior has been occurring by spectators at high 
school sporting events, and it must be stopped. The use of demeaning language, or hate speech, by 
students, parents and other fans must cease.  
 
High school sports and other activities exist to lift people up, not demean or tear people down. The goal is 
to treat everyone fairly and treat each other with respect. Any speech or harassment that is insulting, 
demeaning or hurtful will not be tolerated. High schools must establish a culture that values the worth of 
every single person – both players on the school’s team and players on the opposing team. There must be 
a no-tolerance policy regarding behavior that shows disrespect for another individual.  
 
Good sports win with humility, lose with grace and do both with dignity. It takes the efforts of everyone every 
day to ensure that sportsmanship remains one of the top priorities in education-based activity programs. 
 
Reducing Illegal Contact 
To maintain the sound traditions of all sport, encourage sportsmanship, and minimize the inherent risk of 
injury, playing rules are developed to serve the varying skill level for the involved participants. As a result, 
it’s incumbent on contest officials to enforce the rules as written. When officials allow personal philosophies 
to enter into their enforcement of the rules, unintended advantages can be provided to players or teams, 
advantages that can determine the outcome of a contest. The NFHS Basketball Rules Committee expects 
officials to adhere to the playing rules for high school contests as written. Participants should expect nothing 
less from contest officials on a nightly basis, and the enforcement of all playing rules should be made 
without regard for time and circumstance. A foul or violation in the first quarter is expected to be a foul or 
violation in the last minute of a contest. While some coaches may wish for the game to be called ‘looser’, 
officials should avoid giving into that mind set regardless of the location of the game or the participants 
involved.  
 
Of particular concern for the committee is the growing individual interpretations of certain plays, plays that 
are increasing the amount of illegal contact being allowed. The type of plays listed below rise above the 
description of Rule 4-27 regarding incidental contact and need to be addressed by officials.  
 
• Hand Checks: Rule 10-7-12 is very clear for officials to apply. During recent years, freedom of movement 
for players has improved, and officials need to remember the simple concepts of Rule 10-7-12 that prohibit 
defensive players from placing two hands, an extended arm bar, keeping a hand on an opponent, or 
contacting an opponent more than once with the same hand or alternating hands. Keeping these simple 
principles in mind are critical for officials and need to be ruled when they occur  
 
• Post Play: While freedom of movement has generally improved, there is still a need for officials to pay 
attention to play in the post. From a review of national injury data, more basketball injuries occur in the post 
than any other place on the floor. Officials need to monitor play in the post, whether the ball is involved or 
not. Players who either illegally carve out space for themselves or defenders who repeatedly push, knee, 
or otherwise attempt to knock offensive players off balance need to be penalized for their actions. Failure 
to address the first illegal contact in the post when players are displaced often leads to more physical play 
from players who come to believe that more physical play is going to be allowed on a given night. 
Regardless of the player’s location on the floor, when a player’s rhythm, speed, balance, or quickness is 
impeded, a foul has occurred.  
 
• Off-ball play: Keeping eyes on off-ball plays is also necessary to help reduce the physicality in the game. 
Officials need to remain focused on their primary coverage area and off-ball play is just as critical as any 
other position on the floor. Officials who tend to ‘ball watch’ will miss screening plays in front of them that 
involve illegal contact. Allowable action by screeners, cutters, and defenders are outlined in the rules, and 
officials who focus on their primary area will naturally officiate these kinds of plays with more accuracy and 
consistency. When either the offense or defense are allowed to play outside the screening and defending 
rules off ball, more physical and illegal play tends to follow. Even if players are not initially in an off-ball 
area, the official covering that space needs to remain focused on their primary area and trust that their 
partners will handle plays in their areas.  
 



In enforcing the rules as written, officials should also pay particular attention to the mechanics and signals 
they use, along with their interactions with players, coaches, administrators, and spectators. Enforcing the 
playing rules while maintaining appropriate composure and decorum is also essential to maintaining good 
sportsmanship and sends the message that the official(s) have called a good and fair game. Official need 
to demonstrate proper authority behavior at all times in their dealings with players, coaches, administrators, 
and spectators, recognizing their important role in education-based athletic programs. 
 
Pregame Meeting - Addressing Illegal Uniforms, Equipment and Apparel  
Rule 2-4-5 requires that game officials verify with each head coach, prior to the start of a contest, that the 
teams’ uniforms and equipment are legal and will be worn properly, and that all participants will exhibit 
proper sporting behavior throughout the contest. Before and after this pre-game verification, officials should 
monitor players and notify the head coach if they notice anything needing to be addressed, including the 
color of uniforms, undershirts/undergarments, jewelry, casts, braces, or hair control devices. All game 
officials are responsible for monitoring this. If an official identifies any uniform or equipment issue that is of 
concern, they should allow head coaches to address the problem and not take it upon themselves to deal 
directly with the player. Even during the pre-game period, players must be legally attired, and paying 
attention to these details in pre-game will set the tone for the contest.  
 
To the extent practical, game officials should also know who the game administrator(s) are for the contest 
in the event they need to be called upon. The home management is responsible for spectator behavior, 
insofar as it can reasonably be expected to control the spectators. In the absence of a designated school 
representative serving as game administrator, the home coach shall serve as the host management.  
 
Knowing who will help address any behavior or sportsmanship issues that occur will allow game officials to 
confidently execute their duties. Officials should not be expected to correct illegal uniforms, equipment, or 
misconduct, only to bring those to the attention of the people best positioned to remedy those issues on 
any given night. 
 
 
II. Review and discuss the following Points of Emphasis articles in the 2022 Basketball Preseason Guide: 

• NFHS POE Breakdown – p. 2-3 
• Take a Stand on Touchy Hands – p. 6-7 
• Shackles and Cuffs, Enough! – p. 12-13 

 
 
III.  Review and discuss the following information related to a block-charge scenario. The goal is to have 

consistency state-wide in how the block-charge below is handled. 
 
In this situation, a player drives to the basket and a secondary defender slides over in an attempt to 
take a charge. Two officials blow their whistles and both signal—one signals a block and the other 
signals a charge. 
 
For 3-person mechanics: 
To better understand that this should not happen, here is a breakdown of the play and who should be 
officiating what. On a drive to the basket, the offensive player dribbles past his defender and goes to 
the basket. A secondary defender (that is guarding a different offensive player) slides over to try and 
beat the offensive driver to the spot and draw a charge call. In this situation, the Lead official is officiating 
the legality of the “secondary” defender and the Trail or Center official is officiating the original defender 
for any contact from behind (as that defender was beat on the dribble and now is following the play to 
the basket or has given up on the play and does not challenge the play at the basket). So to officiate 
this play correctly, any drive to the basket and contact happening from a secondary defender is the 
Lead’s call and any contact from the primary defender is the outside official’s call (Trail or Center). 
With that being said, if we do have a block/charge (BLARGE), the two officials shall get together and 
discuss whose play it is. If the contact involves a secondary defender, it’s the Lead’s play; if the contact 
involves a primary defender, it’s the outside official’s play. That official shall report that foul to the bench 
and start play accordingly. 



 
For 2-person mechanics: 
Officials still need to get together and discuss whose play it is and report one foul, rather than a double 
foul. 
 
The key to making sure this does not happen is understanding who is officiating what part of the play 
and let the correct official make the call. 
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Take orally as a group the following 2022-23 Basketball Rules Examination Part II:  Discuss and clarify 
uncertainties with any question on the exam by referring to the relevant rule(s) reference(s): 

 
 

 

  

 

2022-23 NFHS Basketball Exam Part II 
 

  

NOTE: In the exam situations, A refers to offensive team and B refers to their opponents, the defensive 
team. A1 and B1 are players of Team A and Team B.  Unless otherwise stated: a single foul or free 
throw exists; all equipment, situations and acts are legal; a tap is toward the tapper’s basket; and it is a 
two-point field goal, unless a three-point field goal is specifically designated.  No errors or mistakes are 
involved unless noted. 

 

   

   

1 . A player-control foul can be committed by: 
  A. A player holding the ball. 

  B. A player dribbling the ball. 

  C. An airborne shooter. 

  D. All of the above. 

   

2 . The location of each team's bench shall be determined by: 
  A. The head coach of the home team. 

  B. The referee. 

  C. Game management. 

  D. Agreement of both head coaches. 

   

3 . It is a delay of game to: 
  A. Not have the court ready to play following a time-out. 

  B. Fail to immediately pass the ball to the nearer official when a whistle sounds. 

  C. Prevent the ball from being put in play. 



  D. All of the above.  

   

4 . It is a team technical foul to: 
  A. Have more than five players participating simultaneously. 

  B. Request an excessive time-out. 

  C. Fail to have all players return to the court at approximately the same time following a time-out. 

  D. All of the above. 

   

5 . Which of these is a foul when committed against the ball handler? 
  A. Placing two hands on the player. 

  B. Placing one hand on the player and keeping it there. 

  C. Contacting the player more than once with the same or alternating hands. 

  D. Placing an extended arm bar on the player. 

  E. All of the Above. 
 
 

6 . If a free throw is not successful and the ball is to remain live, the clock shall be started when:  
  A. The ball falls below the rim. 

  B. The ball touches a player. 

  C. The ball touches the floor. 

  D. None of the above. 

   

7 . If the free thrower violates first: 
  A. The ball becomes dead immediately. 

  B. The point counts if the ball goes in the basket. 

  C. The ball is awarded to the opponent at the free throw line extended. 

  D. All of the above. 

   

8 . The first marked lane spaces on each side of the lane shall be occupied by: 
  A. Opponents of the free thrower. 

  B. Teammates of the free thrower. 

  C. Players designated by the officials. 

  D. The first players to obtain the spaces. 



   

9 . A player who extends a(n) _________ into the path of an opponent is not considered to have a 
legal position, if contact occurs. 

  A. Hip 

  B. Arm 

  C. Leg 

  D. Shoulder 

  E. All of the above. 

   

10 . An injured or bleeding player, tended to by a coach or other bench personnel, may remain in the 
game if: 

  A. Either team takes a time-out. 

  B. The player's team takes a time-out and the situation can be corrected by the end of the time-
out. 

  C. The player is better in less than 30 seconds. 

  D. The player's team is trailing in the score. 

   

11 . After a goal, the team not credited with the score: 
  A. May pass the ball along the end line outside the boundary line. 

  B. Receives a throw-in from outside the end line at the end where the goal was made. 

  C. May call a time-out. 

  D. All of the above. 
 
 

12 . The throw-in after a 10-second violation is always awarded at: 
  A. The division line opposite the table. 

  B. The end line nearest the violation. 

  C. The spot nearest the violation. 

  D. The sideline closest to the team benches. 

   

13 . The throw-in count ends when: 
  A. The clock starts. 

  B. The ball is touched inbounds by any player. 

  C. The ball is released by the thrower so the passed ball goes directly into the court.  

  D. None of the above. 



   

14 . During an interrupted dribble: 
  A. A closely guarded count shall not be started or shall be terminated. 

  B. An out-of-bounds violation can be called on the dribbler. 

  C. A time-out requested shall be granted. 

  D. A player-control foul can be committed. 

   

15 . The officials' jurisdiction, prior to the game, begins when they arrive on the floor. The officials' 
arrival on the floor shall be: 

  A. At least 10 minutes prior to the scheduled starting time of the game which may vary due to 
the outcome of the preceding game. 

  B. At least 15 minutes prior to the scheduled starting time of the game. 

  C. At whatever time the previous game played concludes.   

  D. When suggested by the school administrator. 

   

16 . After the ball is tossed for a jump ball, but before it is tapped, non-jumpers: 
  A. Shall not have either foot break the plane of the restraining circle. 

  B. Shall not take a position in any occupied space.  

  C. Both A and B. 

  D. Neither A nor B. 

   

17 . Each jumper shall have ____ within that half of the center restraining circle which is farther from 
the jumper's basket. 

  A. one foot 

  B. both feet 

  C. one foot or both feet 

  D. None of the above 

18 . The jump ball and restrictions end when: 
  A. The touched ball contacts an official. 

  B. The touched ball contacts the floor. 

  C. The touched ball contacts a non-jumper. 

  D. All of the above. 

   



19 . A player may wear: 
  A. Hair adornments, such as beads, that are securely fastened to the head and do not present 

an increased risk to the player, teammates or opponents. 
  B. A headband with long extensions tied in a knot at the back of the head. 

  C. A red wristband while teammates are wearing blue wristbands. 

  D. All of the above. 

   

20 . A designated out-of-bounds spot throw-in behind the backboard shall be made from: 
  A. The nearer sideline. 

  B. The spot nearest where the ball went out of bounds. 

  C. The nearer free-throw lane line extended. 

  D. None of the above. 

   

21 . The throw-in ends when: 
  A. The passed ball touches or is legally touched by another player inbounds. 

  B. The passed ball touches or is touched by another player out-of-bounds. 

  C. The throw-in team commits a throw-in violation. 

  D. All of the above. 

   

22 . After the ball is at the disposal of the thrower for a designated spot throw-in: 
  A. A teammate may not replace the thrower. 

  B. A new thrower may take the ball. 

  C. The thrower may return the ball to the official. 

  D. All of the above. 

   

23 . The resumption-of-play procedure allows the official to prevent delay by: 
  A. Placing the ball on the floor. 

  B. Starting the throw-in count. 

  C. Waiting until the thrower is ready.  

  D. A and B 
 
 

   



24 . If a thrower is holding the ball over the inbounds area of the boundary-line plane and an 
opponent touches the ball: 

  A. It is a technical foul. 

  B. It is a legal play. 

  C. It is an intentional foul. 

  D. None of the above. 

   

25 . While there are exceptions, a quarter normally ends when:  
  A. The red light illuminates. 

  B. The signal sounds. 

  C. The official's whistle sounds. 

  D. Either A or B 

   

26 . After time has been out, the clock shall be started: 
  A. When the ball touches the floor inbounds. 

  B. When the official signals. 

  C. When the ball touches either basket. 

  D. All of the above. 

   

27 . The opportunity to make an alternating-possession throw-in is lost if: 
  A. The throw-in team commits a foul. 

  B. The defensive team commits a foul. 

  C. The throw-in team commits a violation. 

  D. All of the above. 

   

28 . If an opponent reaches through the throw-in plane and touches the ball while in possession of 
the thrower:  

  A. It is a technical foul. 

  B. It is an intentional foul. 

  C. It is a legal play.  

  D. It is a common foul.  

   

29 . Timing mistakes may be corrected by the referee if: 



  A. An official observed the exact time on the clock when the mistake occurred. 

  B. An official had a count when the mistake occurred. 

  C. An official has definite information relative to the time involved. 

  D. All of the above. 
 
 

   

30 . The first violation of the throw-in plane by an opponent of the thrower results in a:  
  A. Technical foul. 

  B. Intentional foul. 

  C. Delay of game warning. 

  D. Loss of opportunity to move on the end line. 

   

31 . After coming to a stop when neither foot can be a pivot: 
  A. One or both feet may be lifted but not returned to the floor before a pass. 

  B. Neither foot may be lifted before the ball is released to start a dribble. 

  C. One or both feet may be lifted but not returned to the floor before a try. 

  D. All of the above. 

   

32 . A uniform jersey may have which of the following?  
  A. An American flag anywhere provided it does not exceed 2 x 3 inches. 

  B. Side inserts of 4 inches (2 inches on each side of seam). 

  C. Piping not exceeding 1 inch. 

  D. All of the above. 

   

33 . All of the following are true statements regarding sleeves/tights, EXCEPT: 
  A. They shall be worn for medical reasons. 

  B. They shall be the same solid color. 

  C. They shall be white, black, beige or the predominant color of the jersey. 

  D. They shall be the same color for each team member. 

   

34 . If the alternating-possession procedure has not been established, and another jump ball is 
required, the jump ball shall be between: 

  A. Players involved in the previous action. 



  B. The captains. 

  C. Any two players. 

  D. Players designated by the official. 

   

35 . A guard, cast or brace made of a hard and unyielding substance shall not be worn on:  
  A. The wrist. 

  B. The elbow. 

  C. The finger. 

  D. All of the above. 
 
 

   

36 . Time-out occurs and the clock, if running: 
  A. Shall be stopped when a player signals a time-out. 

  B. Shall be stopped when a coach signals a time-out. 

  C. Shall be stopped when an official signals a foul, a held ball, a time-out or a violation. 

  D. All of the above. 

   

37 . Knee and ankle braces that are unaltered from the manufacturer's original design/production are 
permitted and: 

  A. Must be white, black, beige or color of the jersey. 

  B. Do not require additional padding/covering. 

  C. Must be allowed regardless of safety issues. 

  D. Both A and B. 

   

38 . "Point of interruption" is a method of resuming play after: 
  A. A double personal foul. 

  B. A correctable error. 

  C. An interrupted game. 

  D. All of the above. 

   

39 . A head coach is assessed a direct technical foul for which of the following infractions? 
  A. Disrespectfully addressing an official.  

  B. Objecting to an official's decision by gesturing. 



  C. Both A and B. 

  D. None of the above. 

   

40 . A ball is at the disposal of a player in all of the following situations: 
  A. Handed to a thrower or free thrower. 

  B. Caught by a player after it is bounced to the player. 

  C. Placed on the floor at the spot. 

  D. Available to a player after a goal and the official begins the throw-in count. 

  E. All of the above. 

   

41 . The following are correctable errors: 
  A. Failure to award a merited free throw. 

  B. Awarding an unmerited free throw. 

  C. Permitting the wrong player to attempt a free throw. 

  D. All of the above. 
 
 

42 . The playing of music/sound effects shall be permitted during the situations listed, EXCEPT: 
  A. Pregame. 

  B. Free throws. 

  C. Time-outs. 

  D. Intermissions. 

   

43 . A disqualified player becomes bench personnel when the _________is notified. 
  A. Player 

  B. Head Coach 

  C. Timer 

  D. Captain 

   

44 . Contact away from the ball with an opponent who is clearly not involved with a play is: 
  A. An intentional foul. 

  B. A false double foul. 

  C. A flagrant foul. 



  D. A technical foul. 

   

45 . A free throw ends: 
  A. When the try is successful. 

  B. When it is certain the try will not be successful. 

  C. When the try touches the floor or any player. 

  D. When the ball becomes dead. 

  E. All of the above. 

   

46 . A player along the lane line during a free throw shall not enter the free-throw semicircle until the 
ball touches: 

  A. The floor. 

  B. Another player. 

  C. The ring. 

  D. The backboard. 

   

47 . A substitute free throw is awarded to A1: 
  A. If B1 violates and A1's attempt is unsuccessful. 

  B. If A1's foot touches the free-throw line during the free throw.  

  C. If A2 commits a foul by pushing B2. 

  D. If B1 violates and A1's attempt is successful.  
 
 
 

48 . Legal guarding position requires: 
  A. Both feet touching the court. 

  B. The front of the guard's torso to be facing the opponent. 

  C. Hands and arms inside the shoulder width of the defender. 

  D. All of the above. 

  E. A and B only. 

   

49 . During a jump ball, the ball becomes live when: 
  A. It is tapped. 

  B. The tossed ball leaves the official's hand. 



  C. A player obtains possession of the ball. 

  D. The tossed ball reaches its peak.  

   

50 . Which of the following criteria is used in determining a goaltending violation? 
  A. The ball is on downward flight. 

  B. The ball has the possibility of entering the basket. 

  C. It is a try for goal.  

  D. The ball is not touching the basket cylinder. 

  E. All of the above. 
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I.  Please take time as a group to review and discuss the following rules and notes related to uniforms, 
equipment and apparel. 
 
UNIFORMS 
  
Rule 3-4-3 
d. Each team member shall be numbered on the front and back of the team jersey with plain Arabic 
numerals. The following numbers are legal: 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 00, 10, 11, 12, 13, 14, 15, 20, 21, 22, 23, 24, 
25, 30, 31, 32, 33, 34, 35, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45, 50, 51, 52, 53, 54, 55. A team member list shall not have 
both numbers 0 and 00. 
 
Rule 3-4-5 
Uniform pants/skirts shall have only one visible manufacturer's logo/trademark/reference. See Rule 3-6-2 
for size requirements. Showing multiple manufacturer's logos on the waist band of the pants/skirts makes 
the item illegal.  
 
TEAM MEMBER'S EQUIPMENT, APPAREL 
 
Rule 3-5-1 
The referee shall not permit any team member to wear equipment or apparel which, in the referee's 
judgment, is dangerous or confusing to other players or is not appropriate.  
 
Rule 3-5-2 
Guards, casts and braces shall meet the following guidelines:  
a. A guard, cast or brace made of a hard and unyielding substance, such as, but not limited to, leather, 
plaster, plastic or metal shall not be worn on the elbow, hand, finger/thumb, wrist or forearm, even though 
covered with soft padding.  
b. Hard and unyielding items (guards, casts, braces, etc.) on the upper arm or shoulder shall be padded 
with a closed-cell, slow-recovery foam padding no less than ½" thick.  
c. Knee and ankle braces which are unaltered from the manufacturer's original design/production are 
permitted and do not require any additional padding/ covering nor do the braces need to meet the color 
restrictions.  

NOTE: A brace is defined as anything worn for a medical purpose to increase stability. In general, 
it is made of neoprene or elastic knit with an insert embedded to support the joint. It may or may 
not have a hinge and/or straps or an opening over the kneecap.  

d. A protective face mask may be worn and made of hard material, but shall be worn molded to the face 
with no protrusions.  
e. Shall be worn for medical reasons.  
 
Rule 3-5-3 
Arm sleeves, knee sleeves, lower leg sleeves, compression shorts and tights are permissible:  
a. Anything worn on the arm and/or leg is a sleeve, except a knee brace, and shall meet the color 
restrictions.  
b. The sleeves/tights, compression shorts shall be black, white, beige or the predominant color of the jersey 
and the same color sleeves/tights shall be worn by teammates.  



c. All sleeves/tights, compression shorts shall be the same solid color and shall be the same color as any 
headband or wristband worn.  
d. Meet the logo requirements in Rule 3-6.  
 

• Tights that extend below the knee are legal. 
• All arm and/or leg sleeves and tights shall be the same color per individual player and for all 

teammates when worn. For example, the guidelines specify that if white arm sleeves are worn, then 
the leg sleeves or tights must also be white for each individual athlete and all teammates. 

• Medical verification of arm and/or leg sleeves and tights has been eliminated.  If an athlete has a 
medical note saying that the athlete must wear an arm and/or leg sleeve or tights, the arm and/or 
leg sleeves and tights must be black, white, beige or the predominant color of the uniform. That 
athlete and all teammates who wear arm and/or leg sleeves and tights shall have the same color 
arm and/or leg sleeves or tights. Just because an athlete has a medical note to wear an arm and/or 
leg sleeve or tights, that note doesn’t allow the athlete to violate the above requirements. 

• The sleeves and tights may have a manufacturer's logo that doesn’t exceed 2 ¼ square inches 
with no dimension more than 2 ¼ inches.    

 
Rule 3-5-4 
Wristbands and headwear shall meet the following guidelines:  
a. Headbands and wristbands shall be white, black, beige or the predominant color of the jersey and shall 
be the same color for each item and all participants. They shall be the same color as any sleeve/tights 
worn. See Rule 3-6 for logo requirements.  
b. A headband is any item that goes around the entire head. It shall be a circular design without extensions. 
If worn, only one headband is permitted, it shall be worn on the forehead/crown, it shall be nonabrasive and 
unadorned, and it shall be no more than 3 inches wide.  
c. If worn, only one wristband is permitted on each wrist, each shall be worn on the arm below the elbow, 
each shall be moisture-absorbing, nonabrasive and unadorned, and each shall be a maximum of 4 inches 
wide.  
d. Rubber, cloth or elastic bands may be used to control hair. Hard items, including, but not limited to, 
beads, barrettes, bobby pins and other adornments in the hair that are securely fastened to the 
head and do not present an increased risk to the player, teammates or opponents are allowed. Hair-
control devices are not required to meet color restrictions. (Rule change for 2022-23) 
e. Head coverings worn for religious reasons shall not be made of abrasive or hard materials and must be 
attached in such a way that the coverings are highly unlikely to come off during play.  

NOTE: The state association shall be notified, after the contest, if there is a concern about a head 
covering worn for religious reasons.  

f. Head decorations and headwear, except those specified above, are prohibited.  
EXCEPTION: State associations may on an individual basis permit a player to participate while 
wearing a head covering if it meets the following criteria: For medical or cosmetic reasons – In the 
event a participant is required by a licensed medical physician to cover the participant's head with 
a covering or wrap, the physician's statement is required before the state association can approve 
a covering or wrap which is not abrasive, hard or dangerous to any other player and which is 
attached in such a way it is highly unlikely that it will come off during play.  

 
• If pre-wrap is tied to make a headband, it must follow the color restriction rule. The tied portion 

cannot have any extensions/tails hanging off where it is tied. 
• The pre-wrap color is determined by using the color before the pre-wrap is stretched.    
• All team members wearing headbands must wear the same color. The headband color must also 

be the same color as any wristbands, sleeves, or tights. 
• Hair control devices, such as a ponytail holder, only go around hair and do not have color 

restrictions. 
 

 
 
 



Rule 3-5-5 
Equipment which is unnatural and/or designed to increase a team member's height or vertical reach or to 
gain a competitive advantage shall not be permitted. Equipment and apparel shall not be modified from the 
original manufactured state and shall be worn in the manner the manufacturer intended it to be worn.  

EXCEPTION: Provided the shorts are not in conflict with Rule 3-4-5, no drawstring or other 
part of the shorts intended to maintain them in a normal position causes potential harm to 
the player or others and wearing of the shorts is not objectionable in exposing the anatomy, 
there is no restriction on folding or rolling the shorts at the natural waistband seam.  
 

• Uniform shorts can be folded or rolled as long as only one manufacturer’s logo/trademark/reference 
is visible and the drawstrings are tucked into the waistband. 

• Players should not tuck the bottom of the uniform shorts into their compression shorts/tights. 

Rule 3-5-6 
Undershirts shall be a single solid color similar to the torso of the jersey and shall be hemmed and not have 
frayed or ragged edges. If the undershirt has sleeves, they shall be the same length. Only one visible logo 
is permitted. See Rule 3-6 for logo requirements.  
 

• The undershirt worn underneath the uniform must be the same color as the uniform. For example, 
a blue uniform must have a blue undershirt; it can’t be white. A green uniform must have a green 
undershirt; it can’t be black.  There has been some confusion because of color restrictions on other 
apparel.  

• In reference to the undershirt sleeves being the same length, this pertains to each individual. For 
example, an individual cannot have an undershirt that has a long sleeve on one side and the sleeve 
cut off on the other side. One teammate can wear a short sleeve undershirt and another teammate 
can wear a long sleeve undershirt as long as they meet the color restrictions. 

Rule 3-5-7 
Jewelry is prohibited. Religious and medical-alert medals are not considered jewelry. A religious medal 
shall be taped and worn under the uniform. A medical-alert medal shall be taped and may be visible.  

• The wearing of jewelry in warm-ups as well as during competition is prohibited. If a referee observes 
a player in warm-ups wearing jewelry, the head coach of that player shall be notified and have the 
player withdraw from participating until the jewelry is removed.  It is preferred the contact be only 
with the head coach.  

• Tape cannot be used to cover jewelry.  
• The use of plastic studs/earrings, and Daith piercings are not legal unless they are cleared through 

the MHSA office with a doctor’s note. The coach must have a letter from the  MHSA giving 
permission for an athlete to have a Daith piercing. 

 
LOGO/TRADEMARK/REFERENCE 
 
Rule 3-6-1 
One visible manufacturer's logo/trademark/reference or school logo/mascot is permitted on the wristbands, 
headband, compression shorts, undershirts, and arm and leg compression sleeves. (3-5-3, 3-5-4, 3-5-6)  
 
Rule 3-6-2 
The size shall be limited to 2¼ square inches and shall not exceed 2¼ inches in any dimension on any 
item.  
 
SAFETY CONCERNS 
Rule 3-7 
The referee shall not permit any team member to participate if in the referee's judgment any item constitutes 
a safety concern. 



ADDRESSING IMPROPER UNIFORM, APPAREL AND EQUIPMENT 
• Rule 2-4-5 requires that game officials verify with each head coach, prior to the start of a contest, 

that the teams’ uniforms and equipment are legal and will be worn properly, and that all participants 
will exhibit proper sporting behavior throughout the contest.  

• Before and after this pre-game verification, officials should monitor players and notify the head 
coach if they notice anything needing to be addressed, including the color of uniforms, 
undershirts/undergarments, jewelry, casts, braces, or hair control devices. All game officials are 
responsible for monitoring this. If an official identifies any uniform or equipment issue that is of 
concern, they should allow head coaches to address the problem and not take it upon themselves 
to deal directly with the player. 

• During the game, if an official notices a player not properly equipped, they should ask the player to 
take care of the issue. If the coach is in close proximity, include them in the discussion. If the player 
does not comply, or if you find the same player out of compliance a second time, remove him/her 
from the game and inform the coach they cannot come back in unless they comply. 

 
II. Review and discuss the situations related to uniforms and player equipment on pages 20-23 of the 2022-
23 NFHS Basketball Case Book. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
OUTLINE MUST BE SIGNED BY ALL PRESENT AND SENT TO YOUR REGIONAL DIRECTOR BY 
APRIL 1, 2023. 
 
 

 



MONTANA OFFICIALS ASSOCIATION 
BASKETBALL STUDY CLUB OUTLINES 

2022-23 
LESSON #6 

 
NAME______________________________________________________________________________ 

 
CLUB_____________________________________ DATE____________________________________ 
 

 
Review your group’s season: 
 
I. Are there any basketball rules or mechanics changes your group would like to see?  Evaluate the 

new rule changes for this past year.  The rules or mechanics changes must be submitted through 
the new NFHS rule change proposal system. The rule change should go through the pool leader.  
The pool leader then can enter the information online through a link provided by MHSA.  It should 
be submitted by Feb. 15, 2023. 

 
II. What issues does your group believe are important universal issues that need to be addressed by 

all officials’ pools throughout the state?  Please send these items to Greta Buehler at the MHSA 
office so they may possibly be included in rules clinics and/or study clubs.    

 
III. Discuss potential MOA “Hall of Fame” candidates in your area.  Application forms are available 

through MHSA (contact Amy Bartels) or you can request one from your Regional Director or the 
MOA/MHSA office.  The deadline for submitting a nominee for the MOA Hall of Fame is March 31st 
of each year. 

 
IV. Discuss your methods of evaluating fellow MOA members.  Are the methods working properly and 

positively?  Should you start a method if you’re not evaluating at the present time?  These 
evaluation procedures are especially important to review and discuss because of the 
process for selecting tournament officials and because the rankings/ratings of each pool is 
used to help determine selection.  Do these methods work for “upgrading”?  Are they fair to all 
of your levels?  Are you allowing anybody to upgrade?  Are your methods for not allowing an 
upgrade fair?   

 
V. For the benefit of all, review dues deadlines and upgrading procedures/requirements in the MOA 

Handbook.  Be aware of the importance of notifying the MOA office of address changes.  Know the 
dues due date. 

 
VI. How many prospective officials did you have in your pool this year?  Discuss and evaluate your 

methods of recruitment. 
 
VII. You have an obligation to read the MOA Handbook.  All officials should be aware of the governing 

body’s rules and regulations.  Any changes you’d like to see should be directed to your regional 
director for the council’s meeting in December or June.  

 
VIII. Take time to discuss your pool’s assignment practices.  Is your method fair to all involved?  What 

areas may need some improvement or change in relation to assignment of officials? 
 
IX. Take time to evaluate your individual performance as an official this year.  Incorporate your own 

personal reflections and observations from partners or fellow officials. 
 

X. Discuss some items concerning what an official can do in the off-season to prepare for next year.  
Include in the discussion off-season exercise program, reviewing video of games done, attending 
a camp (if possible), etc. 



 
XI. Are there any items, issues, clarifications that possibly would benefit all officials by putting it in your 

official’s publication, The Official Word? 
 

XII. Discuss and evaluate your pool’s methods of retaining officials. 
 

XIII. As a pool, look at developing a study club that can be submitted to MHSA for use in the 2023-24 
study clubs. 
 

XIV. Evaluate your pool’s ranking/rating of officials for the selection of tournament officials.  List any 
positives or negatives of the ranking/rating procedure of your pool.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

OUTLINE MUST BE SIGNED BY ALL PRESENT AND SENT TO YOUR REGIONAL DIRECTOR  
BY APRIL 1, 2023. 
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