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EVENT RATING MINIMUM NBR 
COMPETITORS

RATED FENCERS 
REQUIRED

RATED FENCERS 
MUST FINISH

CLASSSIFICATIONS 
AWARDED

GROUP E1 6 None N/A 1 → E

GROUP D1
Changed per BOD 15 4 E’s (or higher 2 E’s (or higher) In top 8 1 → D

2-4 → E

GROUP C1 15 2 C’s & 2 D’s & 2 E’s (or 2 C’s & 2 D’s (or higher) In 
top 8

1 → C
2-4 → D
5-8 → E

GROUP C2 25 4 D’s & 4 E’s (or 4 D’s (or higher) In top 8
1 → C

2-4 → D
5-8 → E

GROUP C3 64 24 D’s &12 E’s
(or higher)

4 D’s in top 8 & 4 E’s 
(or higher) In top 12

1-4 → C
5-8 → D
9-16 → E

GROUP B1 15 2 B’s & 2 C’s &
2 D’s (or higher)

2 B’s & C’s ( or higher) In 
top 8

1 → B
2-4 → C
5-6 → D
7-8 → E

GROUP B2 25 2 B’s & 2 C’s &
2 D’s (or higher)

2 B’s & C’s ( or higher) In 
top 8

1 → B
2-4 → C
5-8 → D
9-12 → E

GROUP B3 64 24 C’s &12 D’s
(or higher)

4 C’s In top 8 & 4 D’s (or 
higher) In top 12

1-4 → B
5-8 → C

9-16 → D
17-32 → E

GROUP A1
Changed per BOD 7/07 15 2 A’s & 2 B’s & 2 C’s 2 A’s & 2 B’s

(or higher) In top 8

1 → A
2 → B

3-4 → C
5-6 → D
7-8 → E

GROUP A2 25 2 A’s & 2 B’s & 2 C’s 2 A’s & 2 B’s
(or higher) In top 8

1 → A
2-4 → B
5-8 → C

9-10 → D
11-12 → E

GROUP A3 64 24 B’s & 12 C’s
(or higher)

4 B’s in top 8 & 4 C’s
(or higher) In top 12

1-4 → A
5-8 → B
9-16 → C
17-24 → D
25-32 → E

GROUP A4 64 12 A’s & 12 B’s & 12 C’s
(or higher)

4 A’s In top 8 & 4 B’s
(or higher) In top 12

1-8 → A
9-16 → B
17-24 → C
25-32 → D
33-48 → E

Local tournaments must use at least one rated referee in order to issue classifications. Division I NAC and Nation-
al Championships are always Group A4 events.

Division IA NAC & National Championships are always at least Group A3 events.



101 | USA FENCING | Athlete Handbook | 2023-2024

Division II NAC and National Championships are 
always at least Group B3 events. Division III NAC and 
National Championships are always at least Group C3 
events.

Changes in classifications are allowed at USA Fenc-
ing-sanctioned individual events that are restricted 
to Veterans and to Junior fencers.

Division and Regional Youth Competitions must meet 
or exceed criteria for C1 to award changes in clas-
sification (BOD, July 02, July 03). USA Fencing does 
permit classification changes at mixed events without 
regard to gender of fencers.

Recognized high school events may issue classifica-
tion changes based on this chart and are not required 
to meet the C1 tournament rating. Per the Board of 
Directors, March 2012, classifications are no longer 
awarded in team championship events.

BLACK CARD, MEDICAL WITHDRAWAL,
OR NO-SHOW 
If fencer receives a black card at any point during a 
tournament, the fencer appears in
results as “Place fencer excluded” or “EXC-fencer 
name”; black carded fencer(s) classifications
should be used for competitive field total to deter-
mine classification, but the blacked carded
fencer(s) cannot earn classification or qualification 
based on their excluded place.

Medical Withdrawal 
If the fencer needs to medically withdraw due to 
injury or illness it must be certified by a qualified 
medical professional, if available, otherwise by the 
Bout Committee. 
 
If medical withdrawal occurs during pool round 
(fencer does not complete pool), then fencer has 
no results to report and cannot be used towards 
competitive field total to determine classification or 
qualification to championships. 
 
If medical withdrawal occurs after completion of the 
pool or during DE period – fencer keeps place in table 
to determine results AND may be used towards com-
petitive field total to determine classification AND/OR 
qualification to championships. Medical withdrawal 
should be indicated in results submitted to National 
Office. 

No-Show 
If the fencer fails to appear on the strip, it is treated 
as an elimination. 
 
USA Fencing Rule t.105 

1. A competitor who, while fencing, commits certain 
violent or vindictive actions against his opponent, or 
who does not fence to his utmost ability, or who prof-
its from a fraudulent agreement with his opponent, 
may be excluded from the competition. 

2. A competitor who is excluded from a competition 
may not continue to take part in that competition, 
even if he is already qualified for promotion to the 
next round. He loses the right to his individual 
classification and the place that he occupied remains 
unfilled; but the points obtained by the fencer up to 
the moment of his expulsion remain valid for the 
classification of the team in the team event, providing 
that he actually takes part in that team event. 

SCORESHEET PROTESTS  
In the event a scoresheet is protested to the bout 
committee during the course of a pool, or during the 
regular review period prior to the direct elimination 
round, the following policy will be followed: 

 • If both fencers agree, the scoresheet will be 
changed 

• If both fencers do not agree: 

- The bout by bout listing at the bottom of the 
scoresheet, if filled out, will be consulted. If 
the score recorded in the bout by bout listing 
confirms the score change requested, it will be 
changed. 

 - The referee of the bout will be paged. If both 
fencers of the bout are not present, the absent 
fencer will be paged up to two times. 

- If the bout by bout listing is not complete, the 
referee and bout committee representative will 
confer with the fencers. 

 
 If agreement cannot be reached, the recorded score 
stands. Referees may not change a scoresheet with-
out both fencers present during a pool or any time 
prior to turning in the scoresheet to the bout commit-
tee. Fencer or spectator submitted video or phots are 
not valid score documents and will not be used by 
the bout committee. The standard review period will 


