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3rd/ 4th Grade Coed soccer

This league will sustain the fundamental skills and rules of soccer through game play.   Skill review and game play will be equal in this league.  The following rules and league outline have been created to support this philosophy.

· TEAM/PLAYERS:

· Each team will consist of approximately 10 players (assuming the league count & gym availability can accommodate this.)
· There will be 5 players and a goalie per team on the field. 
· Equal field time and experience in all positions is required for all players.  The only exception is due to disciplinary action in which case the referee should be alerted to.

· Two practices will be run simultaneously.  One team on each side of the gym.  This will run for 15 minutes.  A game between the two teams will follow the practice.
· Shin guards are required. 

· CLOCK:

· A game will consist of 2 – 20 minutes halves with a 5 minute half time.
· The clock will be a running clock the entire game. 
· The clock will be stopped for serious injuries only. 
· The game clock and scoreboard will be run by parent volunteers. 
· GAMES:

· Out of bounds is if the ball goes under the bleachers, in a locker room doorway, in the bleachers, or out of the gym.  When a ball hits the walls that is not considered out of bounds and play will continue off the walls.

· Out of bounds - the ball is placed at the point the ball went out of bounds for a kick to a player.
· A maximum of 3 goals per game is allowed for any one player.  Unless a team is down, then the person may still play offense until the score is tied.  Otherwise, once a player has scored 3 goals they will be put on defense for the game until such time as their team is down.
· Play behind the net is not allowed ---The goal should be against the wall
· Use the futsal ball and 6’ MAA Goals 
· Team line-up will consist of either one of the following position layouts

2 forwards



2 forwards

1 mid fielder

OR

2 wings

2 defenders



1 sweeper

· SUBSTITUTIONS:

· Coaches should change the players of any line that continually dominates the game.
· Player substitutions will be made on the fly.  However, a substitute cannot leave the bench until the player is within 6 feet of the bench.  There should be no delaying the game to make substitutions.
· GOALIES:

· A goalie will be utilized from the start of the season.
· There will ALWAYS need to be a goalie in the game.

· The goalie area will be 4’ left and right of the goal and 8’ in front of goal. When the goalie is touching the ball in this area he/she has ‘possession’ and no player can touch the ball or the goalie.
· Goalie punts are not allowed.  Goalies may roll or throw the ball to another player.
· An exception to the roll/throw is the goalie may drop the ball and DRIBBLE it out. This is not a direct kick or punt. But after the goalie dribbles, before the ball crosses the mid-court line, it must be touched by another player (either a teammate or an opposing player).
· If the referee calls a penalty on the above. The opposing team is awarded the ball with an indirect kick at mid-court. If the referee calls a penalty on the above. The opposing team is awarded the ball with an indirect kick at mid-court.
· POSSESION OF BALL--Examples
· An offensive player is attempting to dribble towards a goal and takes a shot within close proximity of the goal.

· The goalie makes an attempt to stop the shot and has their hands on the ball with possession. The offensive player may not attempt to kick the ball out of the goalies hands. 

· The goalie makes an attempt to stop the shot and briefly has their hands on the ball with possession but briefly loses possession (in other words the ball may have slipped away and the goalie is attempting to pick it up again). When the goalie makes an attempt to regain possession under this circumstance.  As long as the ball is still in the immediate vicinity of the goalie, it is still considered in possession of the goalie. The offensive player may not attempt to kick the ball away as the goalie makes an attempt to recover.

· When the goalie has possession of the ball, offensive players must fall back into a position that does not interfere with the goalie from putting the ball back in play.
· If the referee determines there is interference with the goalie (Including if the ball is kicked into the goal and the goal does not count), the goalie is given possession of the ball in their hands and play resumes.
· REFEREES

· Referees will be supplied for this league.

· Parents and Coaches should not be arguing with, criticizing, or generally offering what is viewed as good advice to the refs. 

If you have any questions, please contact your League Director
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