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OMHA AGENDA

WELCOME TO THE 2016 ONTARIO
MINOR HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

D,
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING = AGIM
THE 6,657 MEMBER TEAMS OF THE OMHA JOIN IN CELEBRATING 82 /OMHA" 2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
YEARS OF ORGANIZED HOCKEY FOR YOUTH IN ONTARIO ONTARIO MINOR HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

THE ONTARIO MINOR HOCKEY FRIDAY, JUNE 10, 2016
ASSOCIATION 2016 ANNUAL

GENERAL MEETING

Golf Tournament 8:00 AM Wooden Sticks G.C.
SOUVENIR PROGRAM
Business of Hockey Seminars 2:00 PM Lower Level
7 /// /// 7 /// /////// Meeting Rooms
Consumer Show 2:00 PM Sheraton Lobbies
EXTRA COPIES AVAILABLE AT
OMHA AGM Delegate Registration 4:30 PM - 7:00 PM  Thornhill Room
25 Brodie Drive, Unit 3 X X
Richmond Hill, Ontario, L4B 3K7 Dinner and Awards Celebration 6:00 PM Cash Bar  Grand York Room
6:30 PM Doors Open
Telephone: 905.780.0MHA (6642) 7:00 PM Dinner

Fax: 905.780.0344

omha@omha.net

SATURDAY, JUNE 11, 2016

OMHA.NE/T’

f HometownHockey AGM Delegate Registration 7:30 - 9:30 AM Thornhill Room
3 @HometownHockey Consumer Show 8:00 AM Sheraton Lobbies
OntarioMinorHockey AGM Call to Order 9:00 AM Sharp Grand York Room
&@ OntarioMinorHockey OMHA Parade of Champions 11:45 AM Approx.  Grand York Room
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OMHA 2016 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

= AGM

Welcome to the 2016 OMHA Annual General
Meeting, but having said that this sadly means
another Minor Hockey season has come to

an end.

It is extremely encouraging to know there are

so many unselfish people who give so much of

their time volunteering for the betterment and

development of our young players. I want to
applaud each and every one of you for the passion you show for
this great game.

Whether you are a player, team official, on-ice official, or a parent,

please take the time to catch your breath and review the past season.

I am confident each of you will recount the countless enjoyable
times you experienced. The friendships you were able to make are
immeasurable and they will last a lifetime.

On behalf of the OMHA Board, I would like to congratulate all

of the many OMHA league champions, whether that league was a
House League, a Local League, MD or Rep. Along with the league
champions, a special “hats off” goes out to all of the OMHA and
OHF Playdown Champions. Each team official and player has
accomplished something very special and they should be proud of
that achievement. Assuredly, each of you will have made

lifelong memories.

I would like to extend a special welcome to all OMHA and OHF
Championship teams participating in the “Parade of Champions”
during this OMHA AGM; for me it is always the highlight of the
weekend. Your accomplishments during this past season are worthy
of the well-deserved accolades and recognition each member you
will receive.

During the summer months, I encourage each player to
participate in other sports such as golf, soccer, lacrosse, and

baseball because “variety is the spice of life”.

Good luck to everyone, stay safe, and enjoy the summer.

ROB RING
PRESIDENT

OMHA LETTERS

It was another excellent year for the Ontario Minor
Hockey Association. I’ ve had the time to travel
throughout the province and see our initiatives and
programs in action. Each of our affiliated minor hockey
associations should continue to be proud of growing
hockey at the grassroots level. We as an organization
must be responsive to the needs of all the participants of
our great game, whether they play for fun, friendship,
competition, physical exercise or all of those reasons.

The OMHA values the life experiences gained through hockey by all of

our players.

With over 100,000 active members participating in OMHA programs, we
face the challenge of ensuring they are all learning the game, developing
their skills and nurturing their passion for sports in a positive, inclusive
environment. Our Hockey Development team works to provide training and
education to our players, coaches, officials, trainers and parents. Our goal is
to provide players with the best minor hockey experience possible.

In January, the OMHA launched a Respect in Hockey video to re-emphasize
the importance of our core values. The video has been viewed over 20,000
times online and has left a lasting impression across the hockey community.
This is just the latest example of how the OMHA remains at the forefront of
promoting fair and respectful play.

The OMHA appreciates the continued support of its corporate partners and
sponsors. With their efforts and assistance, we continue to provide additional
programming, events and funding to our membership and stakeholders
across the province. We would like to thank and recognize our three Premier
Partners; Chrysler, Pro Hockey Life and DHX Television LTD. We would
also like to identify our following sponsors and suppliers: Under Armour
Canada, CCM Hockey, Shoeless Joes, Maple Lodge Farms, Bauer Hockey,
Hockey Hall of Fame, Force Hockey, KIND Snacks, Gatorade,

Kobe Sportswear and Baron Rings.

Of course, the hockey season would be an impossible endeavour without all
of the hours put in by our volunteers across every level. Nothing can occur
without the time given by our associations, executives, coaching staffs,
convenors, ice schedulers, referees and trainers. The knowledge and passion
they provide is the backbone of hockey’s existence. Know that your work
ethic to deliver the best experience for our youth and dedication towards it
doesn’'t go unnoticed.

I am extremely proud of everything we have accomplished over the last
calendar year. I am positive that the Ontario Minor Hockey Association will
continued to be viewed as a leader of the sport in the province and one of the
top minor hockey organizations in Canada.

RICHARD ROPCHAN
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
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OMHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS

2015-16

ONTARIO MINOR HOCKEY ASSOCIATION BOARD OF DIRECTORS

BACK ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT)
Don Mundell, Greig Baxter, Craig Lane, Glenn Silver, Paul Wilson, Sue Robinson, Peter Harmsen, Andy Cooke, Rob Ring, Dave Garinger

FRONT ROW (LEFT TO RIGHT)
Colleen Hawthorne, Richard Ropchan, Cheryl Brown, Linda Ralf, Michele Sguigna, Mark Hooper, Bob Hill, Suzanne Terpstra

ABSENT
Frank Palmer
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IN MEMORIAM
e —

“Successful is the person who has lived well, laughed often, and loved much,

who has gained the respect of children, who leaves the world better than they

found it, who has never lacked appreciation for the earth’s beauty, who never
fails to look for the best in others or give the best of themselves.”

o Memory of.

TOM ARMSTRONG
FORT ERIE
OMHA REFEREE
OMHA Board 1994-1997

KEVIN STUBBINGTON
LONDON
LIFE MEMBER, WINDSOR MHA
Creator OMHA “STOP” Program

This publication is respectfully dedicated to the memory of the many dedicated
minor hockey volunteers who passed away during the 2015-2016 season.Their
tremendous contributions have left a legacy upon which to build. We are grateful for
their commitment to hockey, our youth and the Ontario Minor Hockey Association.
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OMHA YEAR IN REVIEW

A LOOK BACK ON THE 2015-16 SEASON

JUNE 2015 7y
Every year, the Ontario Minor Hockey Association hosts an Annual
General Meeting to discuss the past year’s accomplishments, issues
and initiatives with delegates from across the province. The event
also featured the Parade of Champions, OMHA Consumer Show
and Golf Tournament.

JULY 2015 i

The winner of the 2015 OMHA Matt Duchene Shootout Challenge
was Cody Thomas from Bracebridge, who played with the South
Muskoka Bears Peewee BB team. Cody scored a time of 7.24 sec-
onds, defeating NHL superstar Duchene’s time of 9.06 seconds.

AUGUST 2015 7

The OMHA Development Seminar unofficially begins efforts in the
field, and OMHA personnel are gathered to share best practices,
update on the newest sport technical information available, and
depart the event energized to support our Membership.

The OMHA delivered over 200 clinics for over 8,600 Coaches and
Referees this past season who were seeking to certify or re-certify
their credentials.

13,000 Coaches, trainers and referees continue to certify or
re-certify their credentials in the off-season.

SEPTEMBER 2015 7

Referee Schools in Windsor, Guelph and Trenton provided new
officials with an opportunity to acquire officiating skills and rule
knowledge while completing OMHA and Hockey Canada
certification requirements.

08 ) ONTARIO MINOR HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

The OMHA Events Team Presented by National Sports and
Pro Hockey Life hit the road to begin their season 20,000km
journey across the OMHA attending 27 special events.

OCTQOBER 20157t

One of the most exciting times of the year as the OMHA regular
season officially gets underway. Hundreds of teams in Ontario kick
off their journey to #RedHats and players begin to see their hard
work in practice develop on the ice.

NOVEMBER 2015 7ttty

This year, 368 Novice hockey teams received up to $500 in funding
from Dodge Caravan Kids Team Sponsorship Program while

45 Atom hockey teams from across the OMHA received $500 in
funding from the CHRGD Rink Rats Team Sponsorship Program.

New this season, 44 Peewee and Bantam teams took part in the
Froster Active Kids Team Sponsorship Program and received
$500 each.

DECEMBER 20157/

Defenceman Travis Dermott, a grad from York-Simcoe Express,
was named to Team Canada’s World Juniors team. He recorded two
assists in five games.

The OMHA Minor Midget Showcase powered by Under Armour
featured 13 teams from the Eastern AAA League. 10 South Central
AAA teams competed in a similar event later in January.

Christmas break is always a busy time for tournaments in the
hockey calendar. Over 1,900 tournaments were hosted across the
OMHA in 2016-16 including 75 hosted in the week between
Christmas and New Years.

JANUARY 2016 7
The OMHA proudly launched

a Respect in Hockey video in

a continuation of its efforts to

promote fairness, integrity and

mutual respect in minor

hockey. The video quickly

gained over 20,000 views

online and praise from around

the hockey community.



OMHA YEAR IN REVIEW

FEBRUARY 2016 7

The CHRGD Rink Rats Hockey Festival took place in Newmarket.
The event featured 32 atom house and local league teams
competing in a big tournament setting.

Three players from the OMHA were members of Hockey

Canada’s team for the Winter Youth Olympic Games in
Lillehammer, Norway. Defenceman Dennis Busby (Barrie Jr. Colts)
and forwards Aidan Dudas (North Central Predators) and Connor
Roberts (Grey-Bruce Highlanders) earned silver medals. Both
forwards finished in the top 10 in scoring.

In partnership with Respect in Sport, the second OMHA Essay
Contest was launched. Those who submitted entries were required
to explain what lessons they have learned from hockey.

MARCH 2016 7

All across the province Playdowns series wrapped up. A total
of 95 champions were crown across every division on the road
to #RedHats.

The York-Simcoe Express captured the OHL Cup for the second
time in team history. The Express were the first team from

the OMHA to win the championship since the Oakville Rangers
in 2013.

APRIL 2016 7
The OMHA Hockey Festival Presented by
Maple Lodge Farms took place in Whitby.
This tournament featured 80 House and
Local league teams in the Tyke, Novice,
Atom and Peewee age groups.

The Ontario Hockey Federation produced
Champions at the A/AA/AAA levels of
Atom, Peewee, Bantam, Midget, and Juvenile divisions.

Three OMHA teams left the championships with a gold medal:
Riverside Rangers (Atom A), Grimsby Kings (Bantam A) and
the Barrie Jr. Colts (Bantam AA).

The annual Ontario Hockey League draft saw 86 players from the
OMHA selected including five in the first round.

MAY 2016 7
The OMHA was well represented in the OHL Gold Cup tournament
icing two competitive teams. The eight-team tournament brings
together the best minor midget players from across all hockey
organizations in the province to compete.
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2015 OMHA AWARDS

FOR THE BETTERMENT OF THE GAME
PATRICIA HARTLEY ADMINISTRATORS AWARD

LORINE PRICE

INNISFIL MINOR HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

Lorine Price (right) accepts the Patricia Hartley Administrators Award from Hockey Canada President & CEO, Tom Renney (left)

PATRICIA HARTLEY ADMINISTRATORS AWARD The Patricia Hartley Administrators Award is given in recognition
of exemplary service in the field of sports administration. This award reflects the achievements of a local executive
board member or volunteer staff person who worked toward the efficient operation of an association and the
betterment of hockey.

The recipient of this year’s award is Lorine Price of the Innisfil time, and is always looking for ways to keep the organization ahead
Minor Hockey Association. She is one of the most dedicated financially. “Lorine’s passion for volunteering, I think it’s
members, volunteeers, helping out at games and tournaments. embedded in her character and I think she just has a love for

A mentor to other members of the association, and most of all has kids and likes to see them smile. Whatever she can do to be a part
the most thankless job within the association. She controls the of that, I think that’s what motivates her and drives her.”

finances of all the teams and makes sure that all bills are paid on - Carol Arrizza, Convenor, York Simcoe League

) RECENT RECIPIENTS 7

2014 2013 2012 2011 2010

CAROL BELANGER BETH HILL DEAN LAPIERRE CARLOA PYKE BARBARA DOWNEY
BRADFORD MINOR FLESHERTON MINOR WINDSOR MINOR LINCOLN MINOR OWEN SOUND MINOR
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION HOCKEY ASSOCIATION HOCKEY ASSOCIATION HOCKEY ASSOCIATION HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
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2015 OMHA AWARDS

MORE THAN A PLAYER
WALLY SCOTT BURSARY

BRODY RYDER

KENT MINOR HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

Brody Ryder (middle) accepts Wally Scott Bursary from OMHA Past President, Dick Bennett (left) and Hockey Canada President & CEO, Tom Renney (right)

WALLY SCOTT BURSARY Over the decades Wally Scott’s personal and professional interests in hockey have
merged to the benefit of the OMHA. The award presented in his name recognizes his contributions and commitment
to the OMHA and to the game of hockey. This award reflects the achievements of a young hockey player who is
committed to his community and demonstrates athletic ability while maintaining academic achievement.

Brody Ryder has displayed passion for minor hockey since 2003 ing and volunteering with tournaments. He has also assisted Tyke
as a player, referee, time keeper and goalie instructor. Brody has and Atom programs in a coaching capacity. “He gives of himself
played at the Local League and “A” levels of our minor hockey willingly. He’s never looked for credit or anything out of it for
programs. Unfortunately Brody’s hockey career was cut short due himself personally. He really likes to give. He likes being on the
to a medical condition (meniscus tears in both knees) he however ice. He likes seeing the look on the kid’s face that they get
continued his involvement and dedication by timekeeping, referee- something back.” — Glenn Ryder, Brody’s father
), RECENT RECIPIENTS 7
2014 2013 2012 2011 2010
NATHAN SCHAPER PAUL BOYADJIAN DAVEY WATSON LUKE ANDERSON KEVIN COOK
MILTON KINCARDINE STAPLES WILLOW BEACH ILDERTON
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2015 OMHA AWARDS

DEVELOPING EXCELLENCE

EXCELLENCE IN DEVELOPMENT AWARD

MIKE GOUGLAS

MARKHAM WAXERS

Michael Gouglas (middle) accepts OMHA Excellence in Development Award from OMHA Chair of Coaches Program, Ron Noonan (left) and

Hockey Canada President & CEO, Tom Renney (right)

EXCELLENCE IN DEVELOPMENT AWARD An award established to recognize and honour individuals who have
made an outstanding contribution to hockey development programming in minor hockey in the OMHA. Nominees
can be from any area of hockey development, including Player Development, Coaching, Officiating, Safety, and

Program Administration.

Mike Gouglas of the Markham Waxers and Markham Minor Hock-
ey Association has been instrumental in the direction and growth of
their Hockey Development planning. His passion for learning and
improvement are at the forefront. He continues to be involved daily
with the coach and player development programs and has
implemented a coach mentorship program while instilling

a streamlined tryout program. “He’s great at what he does because
he has a passion for it. He’s using his unique ability, his natural
talents in an area that he has passion for, that being the sport of
hockey. I think that’s what makes him special at what he does.”

— George Schnarr, President, Markham Minor Hockey

), RECENT RECIPIENTS 7
2014 2014
MARK VIMINITZ WINSTON WATSON
WHITBY MINOR HUNTSVILLE MINOR
HOCKEY ASSOCIATION HOCKEY ASSOCIATION
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2015 OMHA AWARDS

COVERING TYKE TO THE NHL
GEORGE H. CARVER MEDIA AWARD

MIKE HAYAKAWA

YORK REGION MEDIA GROUP

Mike Hayakawa (middle) receives the George H. Carver Media Award from OMHA Life Member, Mike Hammond (left) and Hockey Canada President & CEO, Tom Renney (right)

GEORGE H. CARVER MEDIA AWARD The George H. Carver Media Award recognizes the invaluable coverage of minor
hockey in the Ontario Minor Hockey Association provided by local media outlets. During the course of any minor

hockey season, players and their parents rely on local media for coverage of their teams and leagues. For this reason
the OMHA has elected to profile one print media outlet or specific reporter for the excellent coverage of minor hockey

during the season.

Mike Hayakawa of Metroland York Region Media Group is this
year’s recipient and has spent countless hours covering hockey
organizations in Whitchurch-Stouffville and the greater York
Region. Mike has been diligently covering the Ontario Minor
Hockey Association for 30 years. He’s covered small-town house
league tournaments to the careers of OHL grads turned NHL stars,
including Steven Stamkos, Keith Acton, Cody Hodgson, Stephen

Weiss, Brad May and Michael Del Zotto.

“There are very few people that are more knowledgeable about
minor hockey and hockey in this area than Mike. He's done alot
of coverage of Markham and really this whole area. He is
well-versed in what’s going on from junior hockey down.
Anybody who has read his articles over the year | think would
say that thisis aguy who is very knowledgeable as well as

very passionate about what he does.”

— Don Easter, President, Whitchurch Stouffville Minor Hockey

), RECENT RECIPIENTS

2014 2012 2011 2010 2009 2008 2007
DARRYL STEVE RICK DALE WEST BILL DOUG JAMES  GENE PERIERA
KNIGHT LEBLANC LOWES THE PEAK95.1FM  WHITBREAD PORT HOPE BARRIE
THE PORTPERRY MILTON MOOSE FM 935  COLLINGWOOD CALEDON EVENING GUIDE EXAMINER
STANDARD CHAMPION ENTERPRISE
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2015 OMHA AWARDS

HONOURING 45 YEARS OF SERVICE
OMHA HONOUR AWARD

LARRY GOULD

SCHOMBURG MINOR HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

Larry Gould (middle) accepts the 2015 OMHA Honour Award from Hockey Canada President & CEO, Tom Renney (left) and OMHA Regional Director, Peter Harmsen (right)

OMHA HONOUR AWARD The OMHA Honour Award was established to recognize a person who has made an
outstanding voluntary contribution to minor hockey for a considerable period of time, doing so of his, or her, own
free will and not as part of a job or position for which they receive monetary consideration.

Larry Gould has been an active member of Schomberg Minor
Hockey for over 45 years. He has been an integral part from his
early years of coaching right through to his years as an Executive
Member. He has also been an active member at the OMHA level,
serving as a York-Simcoe Convener for approximately 20 years.
Larry has also been inducted as a Lifetime Member of Schomberg
Minor Hockey. He was instrumental in the development of the
Schomberg Minor Hockey Constitution and Rules of Operation,
and has held many executive positions over the years, including

President, Ice Scheduler, and Tournament Director. For most people
in Schomberg and for the majority of kids in town, he is simply
known as “Coach Larry”, in recognition of his many years behind
the bench.“We’ve got coaches in Schomberg Minor Hockey that
Larry coached himself when they were players and now their kids
are playing. Larry is leaving this great legacy of coaches in our
association that he helped nurture and develop himself as a coach
when they were players.”

—Kelly Habridge, President, Schomberg Minor Hockey

7/ RECENT RECIPIENTS 0
2014 2013 2012 2011 2010 2009
JOE BENTOLILA  MURRAY SHANKS DARRIN COLIN MCCALLUM  BARRY WILSON IVAN LOCKE
AURORA MINOR BARRIE MINOR ROBERTSON DELHI MINOR STIRLING MINOR OSHAWA MINOR
HOCKEY HOCKEY ASSOCIATION ~ ELMVALE MINOR  HOCKEY ASSOCIATION HOCKEY ASSOCIATION HOCKEY
ASSOCIATION HOCKEY ASSOCIATION ASSOCIATION
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PRESENTER ARTICLE

RESPECT
IN HOCKEY

A CULTURAL CHANGE IS HAPPENING
AT THE GRASS ROOTS LEVEL

“IF YOU DON'T
HAVE FUN THEN
THERE'S PRETTY
MUCH NO POINT
IN PLAYING.”




RESPECT
IN HOCKEY

HOCKEY IS A DEFINING PASSION
IN CANADA — AS MUCH A PART OF
THE NATIONAL IDENTITY AS THE
ANTHEM OR THE MAPLE LEAF

For some spectators at hockey games, it’s hard to realize the impact
words have until you hear what kind of reaction it creates from the
children themselves.

Watching your child play hockey
is an exciting and stressful

“It Just
J u S time. It’s easy for parents to
get overwhelmed with different

m ad e m e emotions as the passion from the

icetravels all the way through the
f | I I stands. However, no matter what
e e re a. y happens during the game, there

bad inside. still must be Kkespect.

Slowly, a cultural change is hap-
pening at the grass roots level. In
January, the Ontario Minor Hock-
ey Association launched a video
th e m t O under the ‘Respect in Hockey’
campaign to re-emphasize the
importance of core OMHA

I | values. By committing to

ye at m e fairness, integrity and mutual
N

anymore.

| don't want

respect, these standards will
continue to be held in the
highest regard.

In partnership with Respect Group Inc., the OMHA released

a ‘Respect in Hockey’ video as the next phase of an ongoing
campaign to increase awareness about proper behaviour in the
sport. The video continued to shape the organization’s stance to
grow and maintain respect in hockey and build on the Respect
initiatives already launched.

“YOU GET YELLED AT
ALITTLE TOO MUCH.”

The campaign put the OMHA at the forefront of the minor hockey
world once again as the video was picked up by many prominent
members of the hockey community, including Hockey Canada,
CityTV and TSN. It has been
viewed over 20,000 times

“I'DON'T LIKE IT online since its launch.

WHEN PEOPLE | “The OMHA continues to be a
DON'T KNOW JUST | proud leader in creating a safe
START SCREAMING and enjoyable space for minor

hockey players, coaches,
AT ME.” trainers, parents, and fans,”
said OMHA President

Rob Ring.
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“Through its educational programming, events, and development,
the OMHA continues to showcase the best young hockey talent in
the province while helping to shape the leaders of tomorrow.”

At the beginning of last season, the OMHA distributed ‘Respect in
Hockey’ signage to every member association to display in their

PRESENTER ARTICLE

local arena. The signs were distributed to act as a simple reminder
to players, parents, coaches and officials that Respect is an integral
part of hockey. All Team Officials, On-Ice Volunteers, On-Ice
Officials and Parents were required to take the appropriate ‘Respect’
education. These programs encourage positive sport behaviours and
create a standard of respectful conduct for all stakeholders.

“IT'S ALOT MORE PRESSURE
THAN ANYONE WOULD THINK OF.”

omua.neT ) 17
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HOCKEY TRULY IS AN
INTERNATIONAL GAME

Despite the distances and some varying
nuances, the game is still played with a goalie
on each side and a puck, no matter what sheet
of ice you play on.

This past holiday break, the Pickering
Panthers Bantam AA team carried on a
tradition that has lasted for 25 years in the
Pickering Hockey Association. The players
packed their bags and crossed the ocean to
play a nine game tournament across four
countries in Europe over a two week span,
combining their love for the sport with the
vacation of a lifetime.

The team worked with an agency to establish
an itinerary for the trip that included games in
Switzerland, Germany and Austria. Both an
outdoor game and the gold medal game took
place in the Czech Republic.

When the team wasn't on theice, they took
the time to explore some famous landmarks.
In Prague, the Panthers toured the Karlstejn
Castle, the Charles Bridge and Wenceslas
Square. When in Salzburg, Austria, the
team hit the slopes for a day of skiing and
snowboarding and also saw the famous Bad
Dumberg Salt Mine. Combined with city
tours in Zurich and Munich, the Panthers
certainly took full advantage of their time
in Europe.

Spending 14 days together in an unfamiliar
place means that all of the new sights and
sounds will become a shared experience.
Peter Wieser, an assistant coach with the
Panthers, said that the bus trips only
brought the team closer.

18 ) ONTARIO MINOR HOCKEY ASSOCIATION

“Patience, compromise and supporting each
other off and on the ice became extremely
important to maintain team harmony,”

said Wieser.

Team trust has also improved to create a
better unit on the ice. Players have made
stronger bonds with other members of
the team.

Playing hockey in Europe means playing
on a bigger ice surface and Wieser noticed
some differences in the style of play that his
team was facing.

“Teams rarely would give up the puck
regardless of the zone, neural or opposition
zone. If they didn’t have a play, they would
constantly re-group and through motion
create opportunity for crisp, high-tempo
break out plays as a unit versus individuals
that enabled scoring chances.”

That emphasis on puck possession started to
be echoed by his own players, who began to
manage the puck better by playing a

similar style.

“Our forwards were in motion much more
frequently, defencemen were carrying the
puck more aggressively and forcing the
opposition to make decisions that opened up
opportunity elsewhere on the ice.”

Yet no matter where the game is played,
examples of sportsmanship still stretch across
the globe. Teams from other countries began
cheering for each other and a group from
Slovakia began waving Canadian flags to
support the Panthers. Some players would
exchange sticks and jerseys, proving that
sportsmanship knows no borders.

Fundraising for the trip began two years ago
and featured events like golf tournaments,
dances and fantasy sports pools.

Wieser recommends using a reputable tour
company when planning a trip and to reach
out to other teams that have previously
done this experience. Create a fundraising
committee and have a plan of events. Give
yourself plenty of time when organizing all
of the details.

“Gain consensus on the core components

of the trip and fundraising initiatives, create
guiding principles early in the process,
publish them and stick to the plan,” said
Wieser. “The host teams are extremely
excited to play Canadians and want to share
in the experience as much as you do, embrace
it, consider billeting for one evening for the
players to truly experience the culture of the
environment in which you are visiting.”



OHL DRAFT RECAP

THE OHL
DRAFT &

TOOK PLACE ON APRIL 9 AND
SAW MINOR HOCKEY PLAYERS
GET ONE STEP CLOSER TO
REALIZING THEIR NHL DREAMS.

Five players from the Ontario Minor Hockey Association

were selected in the first round of the draft, led by Grey-Bruce
Highlanders forward Connor Roberts, who was taken third
overall by the Hamilton Bulldogs. The OMHA led the way

with 86 players chosen from 19 teams. The OHL Cup Champion
York-Simcoe Express led the OMHA with 12 players selected,
followed by the Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs with 10 players chosen.

3%0 OVERALL

5™ OVERALL

EREDATORS)
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OHL DRAFT RECAP

OVERALL
PICK

3
5
10
13
17
el
ce
23
cb
c8
30
33
41
43
45
3l
94
37
a8
60
62
63
65
69
11
13
80
82
84
86
88
96

CONNOR ROBERTS

A

| ommew | oweows | owmvew

Hamilton Bulldogs

Owen Sound

Grey-Bruce Highlanders

TY DELLANDREA

Flint Firebirds

Port Perry

Central Ontario Wolves

AIDAN DUDAS

Owen Sound Attack

Parry Sound

North Central Predators

ADAM MCMASTER

North Bay Battalion

Beamsville

Niagara North Stars

NATHAN DUNKLEY

Kingston Frontenacs

Campbellford

Quinte Red Devils

CONNOR CORCORAN

Windsor Spitfires

Beeton

Barrie Jr. Colts

HUNTER HOLMES

Flint Firebirds

St. David’s

Niagara North Stars

DENNIS BUSBY

Flint Firebirds

Barrie

Barrie Jr. Colts

JACOB INGHAM

Mississauga Steelheads

Barrie

Barrie Jr. Colts

CAM HILLIS

Guelph Storm

Enniskillen

York-Simcoe Express

CARTER ROBERTSON

Ottawa 67’s

Holland Landing

York-Simcoe Express

RHYS FORHAN

North Bay Battalion

Bradford

York-Simcoe Express

JACK WISMER

Flint Firebirds

Stoney Creek

Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs

JACKSON DOHERTY

Owen Sound Attack

Ancaster

Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs

RILEY MCCOURT

Hamilton Bulldogs

St. Catharines

Niagara North Stars

LUKE BEAMISH

Owen Sound Attack

Mississauga

Halton Hills Hurricanes

MASON SNELL

North Bay Battalion

Courtice

Clarington Toros

JACK DUFF

Erie Otters

Kingston

Kingston Jr. Frontenacs

MATT MACDOUGALL

Barrie Colts

Aurora

York-Simcoe Express

LIAM ROBERTSON

London Knights

Courtice

Clarington Toros

CHET PHILLIPS

Saginaw Spirit

Proton Station

Grey-Bruce Highlanders

DAWSON BAKER

Sudbury Wolves

Baltimore

Quinte Red Devils

MATT NASTASIUK

Ottawa 67’s

Barrie

Barrie Jr. Colts

RICHARD WHITAKER

London Knights

Holland Landing

York-Simcoe Express

DAYLON GROULX

Owen Sound Attack

Fort Erie

Southern Tier Admirals

JUSTIN MACPHERSON

Niagara Ice Dogs

Richmond Hill

York-Simcoe Express

NOLAN HUTCHESON

Sudbury Wolves

Gananoque

Kingston Jr. Frontenacs

MITCHELL DOYLE

Guelph Storm

Bowmanville

Clarington Toros

QUINN YULE

Ottawa 67’s

Uxbridge

Central Ontario Wolves

MITCH MORRISON

Sagniaw Spirit

Guelph

Guelph Jr. Gryphons

ADRIEN BERALDO

Peterborough Petes

Stoney Creek

Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs

IAN MACLEAN

Barrie Colts

Port Hope

York-Simcoe Express

KEANAN STEWART

Owen Sound Attack

Conestogo

Guelph Jr. Gryphons

LUCAS PFEIL

Kitchener Rangers

Owen Sound

Grey-Bruce Highlanders

BRAYDON LEEKING

Flint Firebirds

Kirkfield

Central Ontario Wolves

MARINO MORO

Owen Sound Attack

Mount Hope

Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs

MATT MCNAMARA

Peterborough Petes

Peterborogh

Peterborough Jr. Petes

TYLER ANGLE

Windsor Spitfires

Thorold

Southern Tier Admirals

BRADEN HENDERSON

Sarnia Sting

Baxter

Barrie Jr. Colts

BARRETT KIRWIN

Guelph Storm

Barrie

Barrie Jr. Colts

NICOLAS DAWS

Guelph Storm

Burlington

Burlington Eagles

TANNER SHEPPARD

Hamilton Bulldogs

Dundas

Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs

MITCHELL HEWITSON
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Oshawa Generals

Milton

Halton Hills Hurricanes
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WESLEY WEIR

Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds

Holland Landing

Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs

MATT SHERWIN

Owen Sound Attack

Campbellford

Quinte Red Devils

PATRICK BROWN

North Bay Battalion

Midland

North Central Predators

ANDREI BEREZINSKIY

North Bay Battalion

Vaughn

York-Simcoe Express

JOE ROY

Niagara Ice Dogs

Stirling

Quinte Red Devils

CHRISTIAN CLARK

London Knights

Whitby

Whitby Wildcats

ALEX JEROME

Flint Firebirds

Stoney Creek

Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs

ERIC CERANTOLA

Owen Sound Attack

Oakville

Oakville Rangers

JACOB ROACH

Sudbury Wolves

Brooklin

Whitby Wildcats

ISAAC EMON

Peterborough Petes

Orillia

North Central Predators

RHYS BROWN

North Bay Battalion

Everett

Barrie Jr. Colts

CHRISTIAN TAYLOR

Barrie Colts

Midhurst

Barrie Jr. Colts

EVAN ILKOS

Sarnia Sting

Burlington

Burlington Eagles

JORDAN KOQY

London Knights

Bradford

Central Ontario Wolves

ADRIANO MAMONE

Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds

Georgetown

Halton Hills Hurricanes

MICHAEL ALOISE

Windsor Spitfires

Sharon

York-Simcoe Express

BLAIR COFFIN

Sarnia Sting

Dunnville

Southern Tier Admirals

KURTIS HENRY

Erie Otters

Niagara Falls

Southern Tier Admirals

MATHIEU HALLE

Owen Sound Attack

Elginburg

Kingston Jr. Frontenacs

RILEY MCCUTCHEON

Ottawa 67’s

Courtice

Clarington Toros

CHAD YETMAN

Erie Otters

Whitby

Whitby Wildcats

IAN VUCKO

Kitchener Rangers

Newmarket

York-Simcoe Express

TYLER MASTERNAK

Saginaw Spirit

Oshawa

Oshawa Kinsmen

MITCHELL PELLARIN

Oshawa Generals

Orillia

North Central Predators

BRENDAN CEDERBERG

Peterborough Petes

Thornbury

Grey-Bruce Highlanders

AIDAN GRAHAM

Kingston Frontenacs

Orillia

North Central Predators

HARRISON REES

Erie Otters

Mississauga

Oakville Rangers

MATT BRIDGWATER

Guelph Storm

Hamilton

Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs

TREVOR LEDONNE

Hamilton Bulldogs

Stoney Creek

Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs

OWEN COLE

Oshawa Generals

Dunnville

Southern Tier Admirals

ROBBIE CRANSTON

Niagara Ice Dogs

Newmarket

York-Simcoe Express

MATEO NICASTRO

Barrie Colts

Whitby

Whitby Wildcats

OWEN SMITH

Flint Firebirds

Minden

Central Ontario Wolves

DUSTYN MCFAUL

Kingston Frontenacs

Waterdown

Niagara North Stars

SEAN BLIMKIE

Hamilton Bulldogs

Whitby

Whitby Wildcats

ZACKARY TROTT

Sault Ste. Marie Greyhounds

Shelburne

Grey-Bruce Highlanders

CONNOR GILLANDERS

North Bay Battalion

Pickering

Markham Waxers

RILEY GIRARD

Niagara Ice Dogs

Courtice

Clarington Toros

JAMES WALDRON

Hamilton Bulldogs

Whitby

Whitby Wildcats

LUKE ST. JOHN

Peterborough Petes

Oshawa

York-Simcoe Express

TYLER DAVIS

Owen Sound Attack

Stoufville

Markham Waxers

BOBBY HARRISON

London Knights

Waterdown

Hamilton Jr. Bulldogs

EVAN MORRISON

Flint Firebirds

Stirling

Quinte Red Devils

omua.NeT ) 21




OMHA ESSAY CONTEST

THE LESSONS ARESPECT
| HAVE LEARNED ¥
FROM HOCKEY ARE...

The Ontario Minor Hockey Association is excited to reveal the how to win and lose, experiencing the rewards of hard work,

Grand Prize Winner and four Finalists for the 2016 OMHA Essay understanding the importance of sportsmanship & respect and

Contest, presented by Respect in Sport. Entries were submitted figuring out what it means to be good teammate.

by minor hockey players of all ages on the topic of

“The lessons I have learned from hockey are...” While the game we love is often the true teacher of these lessons,
they are reinforced daily by the volunteers who make a significant

This season’s essays were a great reflection of the tremendous impact on players, as evidenced by the fantastic essays we

lessons hockey teaches our young players both on and off the ice. received this year.

The list of potential life lessons is nearly endless including learning

GRAND PRIZE WINNER
LAWSON MCCANN

AGE 5

BRIGHTON MINOR HOCKEY

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm

The lessons | learned from hockey are...

I have learned that you can’t always win. This year my team has not won
a game, however last year my team won a lot. This has been hard for me
because I like to win. I have learned to respect other players. I always
tell my goalie ‘good job’ even if the goal goes in. Also, if a player gets
hurt, you take a knee until he gets up, then you tap your stick on the ice.

I have learned you have to listen to your coach and training staff.

You also have to listen to the referees. Hockey teaches me new lessons
every game and practice. [ now can get dressed all by myself, except my
parents still help me with my skates and the back of my socks. I have
learned to pass the puck this year and not always keep it to myself.

I have made new friends playing hockey and we always have fun
together, even if we don’t win. [ have also learned more about numbers
playing hockey. I now keep score myself without looking at

the scoreboard.

Ilove hockey so much I play it in my basement, waiting for the bus
and in the driveway. I have learned a lot from hockey and this is
only my second year. Every year I play, [ am sure

I will learn even more.
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OMHA ESSAY CONTEST

FINALIST
AARON EDWARD
AGE 8

ESSA MINOR HOCKEY

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmimm

“I love it when our team works together which shows great
teamwork. This makes the game fun and exciting to play.”

FINALIST

ADRIAN REYNOLDS
AGE 12

PLATTSVILLE MINOR HOCKEY

7 i minm

“I learn to love hockey for what it is, and not to be
obsessed with winning.”

FINALIST

GAVIN MCIVER
AGE 11

PARIS MINOR HOCKEY

7 i minm

“Each year I continue to grow in skill, life lessons learned
and have a greater passion for a sport that brings so many
people together in a positive way.”

FINALIST

JOSHUA WONG

AGE 11

UNIONVILLE MINOR HOCKEY

mmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmimimg

“The most important lesson I learned from hockey is that hockey
is a game and is supposed to be fun. This is why I play hockey,
not just for the lessons I learned but also for fun.”
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GOLDEN
VICTORIES



AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

HOMETOWN HOCKEY

AWARDS OF
EXCELLENCE

WHITBY WILDCATS AURORA TIGERS
MD7 BLUE PEEWEE AE
As the winter months approached at the end of 2015, the Whitby Ever since their novice year, this group of minor hockey players

Wildcats started to clean out their closets and asked family and from Aurora has always given back to their town during the holiday
friends for any clothing donations for the Durham Region Food for ~ season. From food drives to toy donations, the Tigers have made an

Clothing Exchange. The coaches wanted to teach character building annual impact in the community. They have been recognized

and develop positive contributions in the community. by the Aurora Town Council as well as the Mayor of Aurora

for their efforts.

RICHMOND HILL STARS
BURLINGTON EAGLES
NOVICE A MIDGET AAA

The Sta.rs put together a toy drive during the holidays to raise money The Eagles delivered over 600 pounds of food to a local food
and items to donate to the Ronald McDonald House. The boys . . . - .
drive. Their donation went on to feed many families during

even used their own money to b!.ly gifts for patients and their the holiday n
siblings staying there.
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EXCELLENCE AWARDS

HOMETOWN HOCKEY

AWARDS OF
EXCELLENCE

YORK-SIMCOE EXPRESS PARRY SOFL)JE'E?NSE'EAMROCKS
BANTAM AAA

. In a quest to collect their total team weight in non-perishable food
In an effort to raise awareness for breast cancer research, the Express  jtams. the Shamrocks sorted through refundable bottles and cans
hosted a pinl'< Jersey game. Wearing everything in pink from the.stick for over 12 hours so they could be returned to the beer store. After
tape to the jerseys to the skate laces, the Express came away witha  nytiple trips, the team collected $1.400 to help stock the shelves at
4-0 win. After the game, each player prf?sented their mother with the the food bank. Following their two hour shopping trip, the
game-worn pink jersey. Shamrocks donated over 1,200 pounds of food and ended up
beating their original target donation weight.

KINGSTON CANADIANS
TYKE MD
The Tyke Canadians completed their second annual food blitz for
the local food bank in Kingston. They were able to collect over
600 pounds this year, bringing their two-year total to just over
1,000 pounds.
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v

SoiE
cHAMPIONg

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
NOVICE EAST AE 1-3 NOVICE EAST DD-D
WHITBY WILDCATS MUSKOKA ROCK
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
NOVICE EAST CC-C NOVICE EAST BB-B
STURGEON LAKE THUNDER MIDLAND CENTENNIALS
e e
NOVICE EAST A NOVICE EAST AA
UXBRIDGE STARS PETERBOROUGH PETES
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’

2015
CMAMPIONg

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

NOVICE CENTRAL AE 1 NOVICE CENTRAL A
MILTON WINTERHAWKS HESPELER SHAMROCKS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
NOVICE CENTRAL AA NOVICE WEST AE 3-4
ORANGEVILLE FLYERS SOUTHWEST BULLETS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
NOVICE WEST AE 1-2 NOVICE WEST DD-D
ST. THOMAS JR STARS PLATTSVILLE RAGE
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v

SEIE;
CHAMPIONG

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
NOVICE WEST C NOVICE WEST CC
LAMBTON SHORES PREDATORS ILDERTON JETS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
NOVICE WEST B NOVICE WEST BB
MT. BRYDGES COUGARS ST. MARYS ROCK
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
NOVICE WEST A NOVICE WEST AA
RIVERSIDE RANGERS NIAGARA FALLS FLYERS
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’

2015
CMAMPIONg

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

NOVICE WOAA HODGES NOVICE WOAA JACOBI
WALKERTON CAPITALS RIPLEY WOLVES
e e
NOVICE WOAA MCCLURE NOVICE WOAA TWOLAN
WALLACE SABRES MITCHELL METEORS
e e
NOVICE AAA MINOR ATOM AE 1-2
CLARINGTON TOROS CALEDON HAWKS
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v

SEIE;
CHAMPIONG

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
MINOR ATOM A MINOR ATOM AA
WOOLWICH WILDCATS KINGSTON CANADIANS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR

MINOR ATOM AAA ATOM AE 4-5
MARKHAM WAXERS ILDERTON JETS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
ATOM AE 3 ATOM AE 2
COLLINGWOOD BLACKHAWKS AE3 BARRIE COLTS
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’

2015
CMAMPIONg

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

ATOM AE 1 ATOM D
NORTHUMBERLAND NIGHTHAWKS ESSA EAGLES
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
ATOM DD ATOM C
BROCK TOWNSHIP WILD BELMONT RANGERS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
ATOM CC ATOM B
ILDERTON JETS KINCARDINE KINUCKS
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v

SEIE;
CHAMPIONG

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

ATOM BB ATOM A
COLLINGWOOD BLACKHAWKS RIVERSIDE RANGERS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
ATOM AA ATOM AAA
MILTON WINTERHAWKS OAKVILLE RANGERS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
MINOR PEEWEE AE 1-2 MINOR PEEWEE A
WHITBY WILDCATS ESSEX RAVENS
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’

2015
CMAMPIONg

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

MINOR PEEWEE AA MINOR PEEWEE AAA
WHITBY WILDCATS AJAX-PICKERING RAIDERS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
PEEWEE AE 4-5 PEEWEE AE 3
DURHAM CRUSADERS COLLINGWOOD BLACKHAWKS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
PEEWEE AE 2 PEEWEE AE 1
HALTON HILLS THUNDER WHITBY WILDCATS
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v

SEIE;
CHAMPIONG

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
PEEWEE D PEEWEE DD
DRAYTON DEFENDERS DOURO DUKES
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
PEEWEE C PEEWEE CC
LAMBTON SHORES PREDATORS TAVISTOCK TITANS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
PEEWEE B PEEWEE BB
LISTOWEL CYCLONES HUNTSVILLE OTTERS
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’

2015
CMAMPIONg

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

PEEWEE A PEEWEE AA

GRIMSBY KINGS BURLINGTON EAGLES GOLD

O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
PEEWEE AAA MINOR BANTAM AE 1

BUFFALO REGALS BARRIE COLTS WHITE
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR

MINOR BANTAM A MINOR BANTAM AA

AMHERSTBURG STARS BARRIE COLTS
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v

SEIE;
CHAMPIONG

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR

MINOR BANTAM AAA BANTAM AE 4-5

YORK SIMCOE EXPRESS MITCHELL METEORS

O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR

BANTAM AE 3 BANTAM AE 2

STRATHROY JR. ROCKETS HALTON HILLS THUNDER

O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR

BANTAM AE 1 BANTAM DD-D

BRAMPTON 45S DOURO DUKES
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2015
CMAMPIONg

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

BANTAM C BANTAM CC
KAWARTHA COYOTES MITCHELL METEORS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
BANTAM B BANTAM BB
MOORETOWN JR. FLAGS PELHAM PANTHERS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
BANTAM A i BANTAM AA
GRIMSBY KINGS ; BARRIE COLTS
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v

SEIE;
CHAMPIONG

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
BANTAM AAA MINOR MIDGET AE 1&2
WHITBY WILDCATS BRAMPTON 45S
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
MINOR MIDGET BB-D MINOR MIDGET A
WALLACEBURG LAKERS WELLAND TIGERS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
MINOR MIDGET AA MINOR MIDGET AAA
BARRIE COLTS YORK SIMCOE EXPRESS
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2015
CMAMPIONg

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

MIDGET AE 4-5 MIDGET AE 3
DUNNVILLE MUDCATS MT. BRYDGES COUGARS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
MIDGET AE 2 MIDGET AE 1
CALEDON HAWKS ORANGEVILLE FLYERS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
MIDGET DD-D MIDGET C
OTONABEE WOLVES DRESDEN JR. KINGS
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v

SEIE;
CHAMPIONG

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
MIDGET CC MIDGET B
ILDERTON JETS ENNISMORE EAGLES
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
MIDGET BB MIDGET A
NAPANEE STARS AMHERSTBURG STARS
O P PP PP PP PP PO PP PP PPPPR
MIDGET AA MIDGET AAA
AJAX KNIGHTS WHITBY WILDCATS
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’

2015
CMAMPIONg

2016 OMHA CHAMPIONS

JUVENILE DD-D JUVENILE CC-C
DOURO DUKES CAYUGA STARS

JUVENILE BB-B JUVENILE A
LINCOLN BLADES WOOLWICH WILDCATS

JUVENILE AAA-AA
ENNISMORE EAGLES
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NDOIDGE

CaravaN Kips

PROUD SPONSOR OF MINOR HOCKEY ACROSS CANADA

DODGECARAVANKIDS.CA

IT DOESN’T JusT

CARRY HOCKEY BAGS.

IT CARRIES HOCKEY DREAMS.

CANADA'S BEST-SELLING MINIVAN FOR MORE THAN 32 YEARS

DODGEOFFERS.CA



