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CLOVIS WEST CAL RIPKEN 
BABE RUTH ASSOCIATION REGULATIONS 

 
 
 
ASSOCIATION 
 
The CLOVIS WEST CAL RIPKEN/BABE RUTH BASEBALL ASSOCIATES (“CWBR”) is a non-profit 
organization established to operate an amateur, youth teaching baseball program in the community of 
Fresno, California.  CWBR is affiliated with and operates under an annually renewable charter from 
Babe Ruth Baseball, Inc., a New Jersey corporation.  It is intended that CWBR will operate indefinitely 
under charter of Babe Ruth Baseball, Inc. 
 
LEAGUES AND DIVISION 
 
The CWBR operates in two independent leagues:  the Clovis West Babe Ruth Cal Ripken League, 
which administers the baseball program for youth, ages 7 years through 12 years, and the Clovis 
West Babe Ruth League, which administers the baseball program for youth, ages 13 years through 15 
years. 
 
BOUNDARIES 
 
Players must live within the Clovis Unified School District boundaries for the CWBR League as 
determined by Central California Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth Leagues.  Currently the boundaries are: 
 
Southern Border Western Border 

 From Van Ness - Herndon Ave. east to Cedar 
Ave 

 From Herndon Ave, Van Ness north to W. 
Alluvial 

 W. Alluvial west to Pleasant 

 Pleasant north to the San Joaquin River 
Northern Border 

 From Pleasant, San Joaquin River northeast 
to Friant Road, City of Friant 

Eastern Border 

 From City of Friant, Friant Road southwest to 
Copper 

 Copper east to Cedar 

 Cedar south to Perrin 

 Perrin east to Maple 

 Maple south to Shepherd Ave. 

 Shepherd Ave. east to Willow 

 Willow south to Nees 

 Nees west to Cedar Ave. 

 Cedar Ave south to Herndon 
 
 
 
Specifically, the boundaries include the school boundaries as set by the Clovis Unified School District 
for Kastner Intermediate School and Fort Washington, Liberty, Lincoln, Maple Creek, Nelson, 
Pinedale, and Valley Oak Elementary Schools.  Feeder schools to Clovis West High School. 
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INTRA-DISTRICT TRANSFERS 
 
Upon approval of Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth District 2, a child with an intra-district transfer may play in the 
Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth feeder school he is currently attending (i.e., if a child is living in Buchanan 
school district and attends a feeder school to Clovis West with an intra-district transfer, he may, with 
approval, play in Clovis West Babe Ruth). Once/if Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth approves the intra-district 
transfer; the intra-district transfer will not need to be renewed the following year.  It has not been the 
recent practice of Babe Ruth to grant such approvals; players generally must play where they 
reside.  However, if a player within the CWBR boundaries moves to an area where there is no Cal 
Ripken/Babe Ruth program, that player may choose to remain a grandfathered member of CWBR. 
 
Also, a player becomes grandfathered to his existing Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth league if the District 
boundaries change such that a feeder school to one high school becomes assigned to another high 
school.  For example a player attends Liberty Elementary and that school becomes a feeder school to 
Buchanan.  That player is grandfathered into CWBR without the need for an intra-district transfer. 
 
ASSOCIATION MEMBERSHIP 
 
Any Manager, Coach, Parent, Sponsor, may become a CWBR Member.  Members are entitled to vote 
at CWBR annual elections and to other privileges as may be established from time to time by the 
Board of Directors.  A parent/guardian of a registered player(s) in this league shall be entitled to one 
(1) vote per family.  The membership term shall run from October 1 to September 30 of each year.  
 
ASSOCIATION OFFICES AND COMMISSIONERS 
 
At an annual meeting, the membership will elect a Board of Directors to a one-year term.  The Board 
of Directors (“Board”) will conduct the day to day business of CWBR.  The Board consists of the 
following positions: 
 

 President  Vice President 

 Treasurer  Secretary 

 Majors Commissioner  Assistant Majors Commissioner 

 Minors Commissioner  Assistant Minors Commissioner 

 Rookies Commissioner  Assistant Rookies Commissioner 

 Babe Ruth/Prep League Commissioner  All-star Commissioner 

 Registrar  Fund Raising Supervisor 

 Uniform Supervisor  Equipment supervisor 

 Website Supervisor  Fields Supervisor 

 At Large Officers   

 
Any member who holds the office of Vice President in consecutive seasons assumes the office of 
President the following season and holds this post for two years. 
 
FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATION 
 
All funds received by CWBR will be available to defray current operating expenses, except the Board 
may retain a level of cash to carry forward to the next year for start-up costs and/or planned long-term 
capital projects.  Allowable recurring expenses include charter fees, insurance, uniforms, facility rental 
or purchase, equipment acquisition, operating costs such as umpires, etc. Adopted by the Board a 
P.O. (purchase order number) system to purchase equipment is in place. 
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Any purchase of items for league purposes by any Board member, Manager, Coach, League Member 
or otherwise affiliated person shall NOT be made without expressed, PRIOR approval of the President 
and/or Treasurer.  This approval must take the form of a P.O. or e-mail, containing item description, 
quantity and estimated unit and total cost.  CWBR is not responsible for purchases for which an 
approved P.O. was not obtained according to the guidelines above.  This policy also applies to All-star 
purchases funded by sponsorships in the name of CWBR. 
 
SPONSORS 
 
 Local business may sponsor the league by paying a fee, as set forth by the Board.  Sponsorship 
opportunities include, but are not limited to, signs on outfield fences, business names on scoreboards, 
and other signage for special events such as Opening Day.  
   
FUNDRAISING 
 
CWBR will operate several fundraising activities during each year.  Managers and coaches are 
required to support fund raising projects by encouraging player and parent participation and by 
assisting with fund raising program operations. 
 
INSURANCE 
 
Accident insurance for players, managers, coaches, and umpires is provided by CWBR.  Liability 
insurance for CWBR, its members, managers, coaches, helpers and facility owners may be provided 
by the Association up to the limits of the policies established from year to year. 
 

NOTE: CWBR players participating in leagues other than Clovis West Babe Ruth, will NOT 
be covered by CWBR insurance when participating in the other league. 
 
PLAYER REGISTRATION 
 
All players, new and returning, must register every year at one of the times and places announced by 
CWBR. Parent or guardian must sign a registration/permission form, pay the player fee, and show 
proof of age of player per Babe Ruth League, Inc. regulations. If an intra-district player is involved with 
our league, then a copy of the intra-district school form must be attached to the sign-up form.  On an 
exception basis, and only in coordination with the League Treasurer, registration fees may be paid in 
installments.  However, unless otherwise approved by the Board, all registration fees must be paid 
before a player’s league games commence.  Players registered after the deadline are assigned only 
as roster space is available.  For the 2015 season, returning players (Minors & Majors only) to the 
same division may elect to “opt-out” on the registration form and re-enter the draft. 
 
PLAYER FEES 
 
Player fees set by the Board are due and payable at the time of registration.  For the 2015 season 
player fees are:  NOTE: I wrote in the actual dates with the price going up on Monday.  This should be 
fairly easy to update each season. 
 

 $90.00 per player for Rookies or Instructional Division and $120 per player in Minors or 
Majors divisions when paid between 12/01/16 and 12/31/16.   

 $105.00 per player for Rookies or InstructionalDivision $135 per player in Minors or Majors 
divisions when paid between 01/01/17 and 01/15/17.   
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 $120 per player for Rookies or Instructional Division $150 per player in Minors or Majors 
divisions when paid on or after 01/16/17  
 

Because maintaining the proper number of players per team is critical to an enjoyable season, it is 
necessary to have players registered as soon as practical.  Timely registration also assists in 
recruiting and approving the appropriate number of managers and coaches.  Accordingly, a $20 late 
fee applies for all Cal Ripken registrations received later than the deadline stated above.  A $20 late 
fee also applies to Preps/Babe Ruth division for payments received after the deadline set by the board 
for that league year.   
 
  NOTE: A $10.00 SERVICE CHARGE WILL BE ADDED FOR ALL RETURNED CHECKS. 
 
CWBR has a goal of enabling underprivileged children to play baseball via a scholarship program.  
Please contact CWBR President or Treasurer for Fund information. 
 
PLAYER AGE 
For all players new to the league, their league age is defined by their actual age on April 30th of the 
season year.  See the chart below for specific birthdates that apply to each division for 2015. 
 

Age Groups Birthdates 

Cal Ripken 

Instructional 5 & 6 05/01/10 thru 4/30/12 

Rookies 7 & 8 05/01/8 thru 04/30/10 

Minors 9 & 10 05/01/06 thru 4/30/08 

Majors 11 & 12 05/01/04 thru 4/30/06 

Babe Ruth 
Prep 13 05/01/03 thru 4/30/04 

Babe Ruth 14 & 15 05/01/01 thru 4/30/03 
 

 Players must play within the age group that corresponds to their age. 
 
Note:  CWBR benefits from a partnership with Clovis Unified School District in developing and using 
the Clovis West area schools’ facilities.  An element of this partnership is a long-honored an 
agreement not to interfere with the CUSD T Ball program.  Therefore, all Rookies must turn 6 by the 
current year’s cutoff date to be eligible for participation in CWBR.  NO EXCEPTIONS!   
 
Note:  Optionally, any 7th graders who would normally play in the Majors can choose to play in Preps.  
Once a player decides which division he will play in, the player must stay in that division for the 
season. 
 

MANAGER SELECTION / REVIEW SESSIONS 
DRAFT INFORMATION 

 
 
 
TEAM MANAGER/COACH SELECTION PROCESS 

 
Because they work directly with the young players, Managers and Coaches have one of the most 
important roles in CWBR.  Therefore, the Board carefully reviews and approves all candidates for the 
position of Manager and Coach.  Because a team Manager must recognize and accept many 
responsibilities, all Managers must affirm their agreement to accept such responsibility by signing the 
Manager Responsibility Form.  Each team will have one Manager and a maximum of three Coaches 
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who must be named on the official team roster for Minors and Majors divisions.  Among the duties and 
obligations of managers and Coaches are included, but not limited to:   

- correct teaching of the game of baseball and  
- principles of sportsmanship,  
- proper attention to all team members,  
- respect for and support of officials and umpires,  
- respect for and support of all Managers, Coaches and players,  
- respect for and support of the CWBR Board and CWBR,  
- participation in and support of CWBR fundraising activities including Opening Day, Grizzlies 

Night and Fiesta Night. 
 
Individuals/parents interested in managing or coaching in CWBR must submit an application to 
CWBR.  Interested applicants can pick up the application at the official player registration sites or from 
a CWBR Board member.  Upon completion of registration, the registrar sends all the 
manager/coaches applications to the appropriate Division Commissioner.  It will be the responsibility 
of the Division Commissioner to complete the appropriate due diligence and to make a 
recommendation for managers and coaches to the Board.  The Commissioner’s recommendation will 
take the form of a presentation to the Board, including a brief explanation supporting the selected 
managers and coaches.  The Commissioner will include in his presentation a disclosure of the 
declined managers and coaches.  After obtaining Board approval, the Commissioner will contact both 
the approved and declined managers/coaches within 24 hours, advising them of the Board’s decision. 
 
Additional points: 

 The Board must approve any subsequent coaches added to a roster.  

 An individual may not be the Manager of more than one team in any Division. 
 A Coach assigned to the team must be able to fill in for the Manager in his absence at practices or 

games. 

 Coaches must supervise players at all times. Do not leave the practice or game field until all 
players have left with their parents or guardians. 

 
TEAM ASSIGNMENT / DRAFT INFORMATION 
 
In the Rookie Division, there is no player draft.  Returning players return to the team for which they 
played the previous year.  The Rookie Commissioner then assigns new players to teams.  In the 
Rookies division, the league commissioner will assign approved Managers to open teams.  The 
league commissioner will assign approved returning Managers to their prior year team. 
 
In Preps and Babe Ruth, approved Managers will be assigned to teams at the discretion of the 
respective League Commissioner.  Since these teams are re-drafted each year there is no advantage 
gained by team assignment.  This assignment will occur at the Board meeting in which managers are 
approved. 
 
In the Minors and Majors, approved returning Managers will be assigned to their existing teams.  
Newly approved Managers will be assigned teams via a random drawing.  This drawing will occur at 
the Manager Approval Board meeting.  The League Commissioner will conduct the drawing as part of 
the Board meeting.  
 
In all Divisions, the number of teams formed and the number of players per team will be based on the 
number of players registered as of the deadline announced by CWBR.  This includes players eligible 
to return to the same age division, as well as players changing age groups and new players to the 
league.  All players who properly register before the deadline announced by CWBR and who attend 
the required player review sessions (as required per division) will be assigned to a team. While it is 
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the intent of CWBR to place on a team every youth who desires to play baseball, no such assurance 
can be given to players who register late and/or do not attend player review as required.  This is 
because it is necessary to recruit and approve the necessary number of managers and coaches prior 
to player review so all teams have equal opportunity to review and draft players and to assure parity 
within the leagues.  A player is said to have successfully attended a player review session when he 
has been verified at all stations in the review.  Failure to complete all stations may result in the player 
not being assigned to a team.  (See Draft Procedures)  Player age and identification will be 
designated by the number assigned to each player at the review. 
 
The Managers/Coaches of the Majors Division will be responsible for operating the stations and 
supporting the Minor Division’s review sessions.  The Minors Division Managers/Coaches will manage 
the stations and provide support for the Majors Division’s review session.  This is a mandatory 
responsibility for the Managers/Coaches and is an essential element to a successful review.   
 
In the Minors, Majors, Prep, and Babe Ruth Divisions, players are drafted to teams. THERE SHALL 
BE NO RE-ENTRY UNLESS THEY DECIDE TO OPT OUT (see Opt Out Clause) OF THE DRAFT 
AND/OR UNLESS A TEAM IS DISBANDED DUE TO A DECREASE IN REGISTERED PLAYERS 
FROM THE PREVIOUS YEAR (see Disbanded Team Procedures).  Players new to a division shall 
participate in at least one of two reviews scheduled for each division.  No player in a Division shall be 
permitted to avoid the review process without prior authorization from the Board.  CWBR retains the 
right to disallow a player from being drafted if he/she has not participated in the review sessions. 
 
There may, if time allows and at the discretion of the Board, be one final (3rd) review to evaluate 
players who were unable to attend a review session within their respective divisions.  Such a review 
will be conducted by a group of Managers, approved/designated by the Board.  The designated 
Managers will then report their findings on player’s abilities to the other Managers prior to the start of 
the draft meeting.   
 
If, despite the above procedures, there are still players who have not gone through a review, then, at 
the option of the Board, a special draft night procedure may be implemented.  The Managers, 
Coaches or their designee(s) attending the draft will openly discuss the particular players and the 
player information will be made available to all in attendance at the draft.  This information will include 
the player’s abilities and where they would normally fall within the draft.  This discussion will take 
place prior to the initiation of the draft.  If no one is familiar with a player, the teams will have the 
opportunity to draft that player in the normal order of the draft. 
 
Managers, coaches or their designees are not to hold private review sessions, workouts or practices 
from the day of the first review through the completion of the draft.  To do so can cause a perception 
that an unfair advantage is being created.  It is the Board’s position that the draft is to be a straight 
forward and fair process. Any hint of collusion, cheating or unfair advantage in order to stack teams 
will be dealt with quickly and resolved in the favor of CWBR as a whole.  Punishment may include, but 
is not limited to, the forfeiture of manager responsibilities. 
 
 

OPT OUT CLAUSE: 
  
Any Minor or Major player returning to the same division that they played in from the previous 
year may choose to opt off of the team they were on and be redrafted.  The player must 
declare if they are opting out at the time of registration.  If the player requests to be released 
from their previous team they MUST reenter the draft and MUST participate in the review 
process.  Should a player who opts off miss reviews, they are still part of the draft.  Any 
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player requesting to be released from their team MAY NOT become a declared player for 
another team, they must participate in the review and enter the current years draft. At the 
discretion of the division commissioner to provide competitive balance parents of players who 
opted off their prior year team may be contacted and asked if they can be redrafted to the 
same team when there is a new coach.   
  
All other rules regarding expansion teams, disbanded teams, player reviews, eligibility, player 
age, team formation, declared players, trades, and the draft remain in effect.  If any conflict 
arises from this option for returning players to re-enter the draft, the situation is to be 
immediately reported to the Division Commissioner and brought before the Board.  It is the 
intention of the Board for this rule to allow same division returning players to opt off of their 
team.  Any attempt to use this rule to stack teams or circumvent the fair draft process may 
result in the Board exercising it's discretion to address the situation, up to and including 
removing the player's eligibility to play and/or the removal of the Manager/Coach. 
 
 
DECLARED PLAYERS 
 
A Declared Player is a player assigned to a team directly without having to participate in the player 
review.  Each Manager is allowed two declares, one 1st round and one 4th round.  The Manager can 
decide to place their declares however they choose, however one of the declares has to be the 
mangers son.  If the manager does not have a son on the team then the manager would be able to 
declare two players.   
 
Declared brothers/sisters (“Brothers”) of a player already on the team.  The term Brothers refers to 
persons living in the same household.  Upon Board approval, the Brother rule can be expanded to 
include a Guardianship or other special circumstance. 
 
Brothers of players already on a team become declared players.  (Parents may opt out to the Brother 
declare rule by submitting a written request to the Board, prior to the first review session.)  The 
Manager shall surrender his fifth draft choice in the appropriate age group for a Declared Brother.  If 
there is more than one Brother, than the surrendered draft choice will progress in order from the 5th 
choice. 
 

If before the reviews, a Manager declares a player, and decides subsequently to change his Declare 
for whatever the reason, then the original player he Declared must go through the reviews just as any 
other player. The new Declare player does not go through the review.  A Manager can NOT add or 
change his Declared players after the start of the review sessions.  No player is “a declared player” 
until the night of the draft. Exception: unless his parent is a manager or coach. 
 

Once a player has been designated as a Declared Player for a specific team, then that player shall 
always be considered the Declared Player so long as he remains on that team, even if his parent no 
longer coaches or manages.  Generally, no team will have more than two Declared Players at any 
one time; three or more only if Declared Brothers are involved.   
 
If a manager/coaching changes occurs from one year to the next, but a son remains as a declared 
player, then before a player new to the division may be added to the team as a Declared Player (new 
manager/coaches son), the previously Declared Player must exit the team and re-enter the draft 
(SEE DISBANDED TEAMS).  This will require the departing player to participate in the review 
process.  It is imperative that this information is communicated early to the departing Declared player 
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so he may participate in the review sessions.  A new manager, may at his option, retain the prior 
coach and his Declared son. 
 
Coaching changes will not be permitted by CWBR if it results in moving a player from one team to 
another. (SEE DISBANDED TEAMS). However, a shortage of volunteers to manage may create a 
need to have a player change teams.  This will only occur in such a way that the parity of the league 

will not be disturbed. THIS CHANGE WILL ONLY OCCUR WITH BOARD APPROVAL.  
 
Parents interested in coaching are encouraged to volunteer when their child first enters a division and 
to make a two-year commitment to coach.  This will encourage continuity for the team and discourage 
attempts to stack teams.  It is the goal of CWBR to have parity amongst the teams. 
 
DISBANDED TEAMS 
 
All players on disbanded teams must go back into the review and draft. 
 
In a brother declare situation, if the first brother’s team is disbanded, he must be re-entered into the 
draft. The younger brother follows.  If a father has a declared son on a disbanded team and he wants 
to coach on another team, he must wait to have his first son from the disbanded team drafted before 
that dad can be recruited to coach. (Remember: the older kids get drafted first in CWBR drafts)   
 
All Coaches from disbanded teams cannot be recruited to Coach on other teams until the son is 
drafted. 
 
If a disbanded team has a coach who would like to manage, on another team, within the disbanded 
team’s division, that individual must follow CWBR procedures for Manager selection. 
 
DRAFT PROCEDURES 
 
1. Draft order for Prep and Babe Ruth divisions will be determined by random drawing.  The 

President, or his designee, will conduct the drawing, after the final review session.  The draft order 
will be the order in which the team names were drawn in the drawing i.e. the first team drawn will 
have the first pick. 

 
2. The Draft order for the Minors and Majors will be determined in reverse order of regular season 

league finish from the previous season.  The last place team will draft first.  Newly created teams, 
due to an increase in registration, will always draft first, in this situation the last place team will 
draft second and so on according to the order of league finish.  

 
The Majors players will be separated by age groups with the older players (12s) drafted first.  We 
will slot returning players from the prior season in the same spot they were drafted.  For example, 
the prior season the Yankees drafted Adam (1st round), Bob (2nd round), Chris (3rd round), Doug 
(4th round), Evan (5th round) and Frank (6th round) in the 11 year old draft.  This year, Adam, 
Chris, Doug and Frank returned to the team.  For the 12 year old draft in the current year, Adam 
would be slotted in the 1st round, Chris in the 3rd round, Doug in the 4th round and Frank in the 
6th round leaving open slots in the second (Bob who did not return) and fifth (Evan who did not 
return) rounds.   
 
The draft will still be serpentine.  In the case of expansion or contraction the draft review 
committee can make changes to the draft in order to provide competitive balance.   
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The draft will proceed into the 11-year-olds.  The draft order will be reset with the first pick of the 
11 year-olds going to the team with the first draft choice.  The draft will proceed in a serpentine 
format.  The only change to the order would involve a newly-created team as described above.  A 
newly created team would draft first in both age groups.  As a reminder, the team with the first pick 
was the weakest team in the league; as such the first pick is a method of improving parity amongst 
the teams. 
 
The Minors will proceed as described above for the Majors, with the 10s drafted first followed by 
the 9s. 

 
3. The draft method for all leagues shall be serpentine (i.e., In the first round and all odd-numbered 

rounds thereafter, the teams shall draft in the order described in Paragraph 1 above and, in the 
second round and all even-numbered rounds thereafter, the teams shall draft in reverse order. 

 
4. The Division Commissioners will provide a list of players to be drafted in their Division.  This list 

will be identical to the player list used for the Division review sessions. 
 
5.  The Division Commissioner or designee will announce and insert all declared players into the 

master draft chart prior to the start of the draft. 
 
6. Each Manager may pick from any of the eligible candidates within in the age group be drafted, 

within the limitations of the rules governing age, roster composition, Declare Players and 
Disbanded Teams.  All picks must be made in Draft order.  Managers who select players who 
have Brothers in the same age group must also draft the brother (the brother will never occupy 
lower than the fifth position, i.e. a 4th position). If a brother declare pick does not happen until the 
6th round then the second brother will occupy the 10th round (a 4 slot range). If a team cannot 
accommodate all such linked players because of age or roster size limitation, that team may select 
none of these players. 

 
7. A Manager may not pass a turn to avoid a selection.  Passes will be allowed only if selection of 

any available player would cause a violation of age criteria or draft eligibility. 
 
8. Any late sign-ups, after the review, will be assigned to the team that held the next draft position 

according to the serpentine draft order 
 
9. Once a player is drafted by a team in his division, that player cannot change teams for any reason. 

Exception: SEE DISBANDED TEAMS. 
 
10. All 13-year-old players, all 14-year-old players, and all 15-year-old players will be redrafted each 

year according to age.  
 
11. The Board has approved the draft procedures detailed above.  It is the responsibility of each 

Division Commissioner to review the rules regarding review sessions, declared players and 
drafting with the Mangers prior to the first review session.  This will eliminate confusion and allow 
for the opportunity to clarify questions.  If, as a Manager, you have concerns or questions you are 
responsible to bring those concerns to the Board prior to the draft. 

 
12. You are to contact your players within 24 hours of the draft!  Set up a team meeting with the 

players and parents at your first practice. 
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TRADES 
 
Trades are not allowed. 
 
ROSTERS 
 
After the completion of the draft, Managers will turn in a completed Roster to the individual running the 
draft.  Managers will also need to fill out a second Roster for their team book. 
 
Managers keep the yellow registration form making sure that a parent or legal guardian signs each 
one. These are the medical release forms and must be kept with each manager at each practice or 
game. 
 
 
 

GENERAL INFORMATION 
 
 
 
MANAGER’S RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
Managers should review the Manager’s Responsibilities Document in Appendix A.  This will guide you 
through most of the situations you will face throughout the year. 
 
COACHES CLINICS 

 
The Board has determined that Coaches Clinics are an integral aspect of delivering a consistent 
coaching technique and philosophy.  It is the intention of the board to find a suitable coaches clinic in 
advance of each season.  It is mandatory for Manager’s to attend the clinics.  The Division 
Commissioner must approve absences.  
 
PRACTICE FIELDS  
 
On draft night, but after the draft, we will select practice fields.  For drafted leagues, practice field 
assignments are selected in the inverse order of the draft.  Records will be kept of the field 
assignments.  Use only your assigned fields at your assigned time.  If there is an open time at your 
location and you are the first team there, you can use that field. However, if the assigned team 
appears, at any time during its allotted time, you will have to move. Practice times should not exceed 
two hours. 
 

 Rookies use Pinedale School fields 

 Minors use Fort Washington and Valley Oak School fields 

 Majors use Liberty and Fort Washinton School fields 

 Preps use Kastner School fields 

 Babe Ruth use Clovis West School fields 
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INJURY 
 
An injury that requires a hospital or doctor visit MUST be reported to the League Commissioner who 
will subsequently notify the Board. You, or the injured player's parent, can get a league insurance 
form from the League Secretary. 
 
OPEN WOUND RULE 
 
If a player has an open wound (i.e., bleeding), he is to be removed from the game and may not 
continue until both Managers and the umpire agree that steps have been taken to assure that there 
will be no transfer of blood. 
 
FIRST AID KIT 
 
First Aid Kits shall be located in the Equipment Box at each field site.  Responsibility for maintaining 
and replenishing these Kits is with the Field Supervisor.  Commissioners should contact the Field 
Supervisor with any requirements. 
 
EQUIPMENT 
 
A check or cash in the amount of $200.00 must be presented when receiving your equipment.  The 
check will be returned to you upon the return of your equipment and uniforms in satisfactory condition.  
Equipment and uniforms must be returned within 14 days of the end of the season or the 
check will be cashed.  Upon satisfactory return of the equipment all or part of the check will be 
refunded.  Maintaining the equipment and uniforms is your responsibility. Please return used 
baseballs at the end of your season when you return your equipment. 
 
 
EQUIPMENT RULES 
 
Step One: Each Manager shall inventory his equipment to confirm that he has a complete 

inventory prior to sign-out. 
 
Step Two: Upon returning your equipment to the league at the end of the season, the 

equipment shall be inventoried by the Equipment and Uniform Supervisor, or 
their representative.  Upon the satisfaction of the Equipment and Uniform 
Supervisors that all equipment is accounted for and without damage (due to 
neglect), the sign-in sheet will be accepted.  If the equipment is unacceptable at 
the time of the sign-in, the Manager's check will be negotiated.  Any remaining 
balance after replacement of equipment will be returned to the Manager.  If 
additional funds are needed, the Manager will be billed. 

 
Step Three: Equipment exchanges, due to normal wear or size adjustment, can be 

accommodated during the season by appointment with the Equipment/Uniform 
Supervisor or his assistants. 

 
 
 
Step Four: The Manager is responsible for maintenance and accountability of his assigned 

equipment during the season.  If equipment is lost or damaged during the 
season, it shall be repaired or replaced immediately through the 
Equipment/Uniform Supervisor.  Depending upon the circumstances, the 
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Manager may be charged for such repairs or replacements incurred at league 
prices and may be denied future managing privileges. 

 
SCOREBOOK REVIEW 
 
Each team will receive a team scorebook. In addition, official scorebooks are kept at each field and 
are to remain there at all times. During the season the official scorebooks will be checked periodically.  
Please be sure to write the names of the teams playing and the date of the game at the top of the 
scorebook.  Also, please make sure the umpire signs the official scorebook at the conclusion of the 
game. 
 
If a player misses two (2) games or practices, or if a player drops, let your Commissioner know about 
it. 
 
LOCK BOXES 
 
The league has lock boxes at its playing fields to store bases, cones, scorebooks, and other needed 
tools or equipment.  Each Manager will be issued one (1) key that will fit the lock boxes.  Coaches, or 
representatives from each team, are expected to help with the preparation of the field to assure that 
the game starts on time. 
 

Please lock the box after you remove what you need.  If you lose your key you can get 
another from the league for $5.00.  At the end of the season turn in your key with your 
equipment.  Keep the lock boxes closed at all times.  Children are not allowed to play with or 
on or near the boxes. 
 
PICTURE DAY 

 
Your teams are listed by your team name on the Picture Day schedule. Please make sure every 
player and parent on your team knows when and where the pictures will be taken.  The cost was 
included in the signup fee.  Players shall be in full uniform.  No mitts or bats allowed.  Have the 
players there 15 minutes prior to your scheduled time. 
 

 The Prep and Babe Ruth Divisions (Ages 13 to 15) do not have pictures.   
 

 Make-up dates for team pictures are generally not provided. 
 
TEAM ROSTER SIZE 
 
CWBR will establish team roster size each year based upon the number of player registrations 
received during the general registration process. 
 
Rosters must not be used for any other reason without the consent of CWBR. 
 
 
 
DUAL PARTICIPATION 
 
It is the position of the Board that players shall not participate in any other concurrent and conflicting 
recreational baseball league, travel team or organization, except as a participant in Clovis Unified 
School District sanctioned program.  This pertains to post-season, all-star tournament play, as well as 
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the regular season games.  If a player is participating with another concurrent recreational baseball 
league, travel team or organization the Clovis West Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth player may not pitch in that 
league, and if a conflict arises, then that player shall resolve the conflict in favor of CWBR.  Failure 
to resolve the conflict in favor of CWBR may result in forfeiture of the player's opportunity to play 
CWBR all-stars that season and/or future season, or whatever other consequences the Board deems 

appropriate.  See All Star section for rules governing All Star eligibility.  It is the intent of the CWBR 

board to abide by any restrictions placed on players participating in School ball.  For example, if 
Kastner restricts play based on dual participation CWBR will abide by the restrictions they place on 
the players. 

  
 
 LEAGUE SCHEDULES AND PLAYOFFS 
 
Standings in all divisions will be determined by a point system as follows: 
 

 2 points for a win, 

 1 point for a tie, 

 0 points for a loss. 
 
In the event of a tie in the league standings at the end of the season, the tie(s) will be broken as 
follows: 
 

a. Head to head results; 
b. In-league record; 
c. Least runs allowed for season (all games); 
d. Coin flip. 

 
Regular season schedules and a season ending double elimination tournament will be developed by 
the league President and appropriate Division Commissioners.   
 
The Double Elimination Tournament Brackets (Playoffs) will come out approximately one week prior 
to the end of the regular season.  Brackets may change from season to season, depending on the 
number of teams in a particular division. 
 
 
RESCHEDULED GAMES 
 
Rainouts, suspensions, or other incomplete games will be made up as soon as possible.  When 
possible, the makeup game shall be completed before the end of the following week. Rescheduled 
games follow the same pitching rules for games in the week in which the rescheduled game is played.   
 
Games will not be rescheduled because the Manager or certain players cannot attend. If a team does 
not have a Manager or Coach available to play the scheduled game, the team will forfeit the game  
 
 
 
RULE BOOKS 
 
Play will be according to the Official Baseball Rulebook, the Babe Ruth Rules and Regulations, Cal 
Ripken Rules and Regulations and specific CWBR rules and procedures described in this Handbook.  
Rules in the above named "books" are not repeated in CWBR rules and procedures except for 
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clarification of some conditions.  All teams and umpires will be provided a copy of the rulebooks and 
CWBR Handbook.  Umpires are to have a copy of the rules available during the games.  In the case 
of a conflict, the CWBR Handbook supercedes the other rulebooks. 
 
ON-FIELD CONDUCT AND SPORTSMANSHIP 
 

The Board has endorsed a “Code of Conduct” to be followed by managers, coaches, players and 
spectators (see following page).  Violations of this code will subject the individual to the “Notice” 
provisions described below. 
 
Un-sportsmanlike conduct of any kind will absolutely not be tolerated from anyone; players, 
managers, coaches, spectators.  Umpires have the authority to require Managers to control situations 
or declare games to be forfeited.  Uncooperative Managers will be subject to ejection by umpires and 
"Notice" by CWBR (see below). 
 
Any batter who accidentally throws a bat will receive one warning from the umpire.  Subsequent 
occurrences by that batter will be cause for an automatic out.  Intentional throwing of equipment such 
as bats and helmets will not be tolerated and will be cause for immediate ejection.  No prior warning is 
necessary. 
 
There shall be no: 
 

LITTER LEFT IN DUGOUTS: all litter is to be picked up after your games. CWBR has an 
agreement with Clovis Unified School District. 

 
DESTROYING OF SCHOOL BATHROOMS: Please instruct your parents that children are not 
to play in or damage the school bathrooms. 
 
SMOKING OR OTHER USE OF TOBACCO in any form is not allowed on Clovis Unified 
School Property.  This includes but is not limited to the dugout, bench area or playing field 
during practice or games.  This applies to everyone, including but not limited to Managers, 
Coaches, players, umpires or spectators and any facility at which a CWBR team may play or 
practice. 
 

 USE OF ANY FORM OF ALCOHOL, OR OTHER DRUGS is not allowed on Clovis Unified 
School Property.  This includes but is not limited to the dugout, bench area, playing field, or 
spectator area during practice or games.  Moreover, no person displaying evidence of using 
alcohol or drugs shall be allowed on the field or in direct contact with any player.  This applies 
to everyone, including but not limited to Managers, Coaches, players, umpires, or spectators 
and to any facility at which a CWBR team may play or practice. 
 
FOOD IN DUGOUT, bench area or playing field during games. 
 
BAWLING OUT OR OTHER INTIMIDATION of players on the field or in the dugout or bench 

area during the game by managers, coaches or other players.  All incidents must be reported 

to Division Commissioner and President of the league. 
 

TAUNTING of opposing team members by words or gestures, including such phrases as “hey-
batter-batter.” 

 
ALLOWING INJURED PLAYER TO PLAY. 
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OTHER ACTS OF UNSPORTSMANLIKE CONDUCT toward opposing players, coaches, 
spectators or umpires, by anyone.  Managers must use due diligence to keep own fans, 
players, and coaches from harassing umpires or players. 

 
PROFANITY BY PLAYERS OR PARENTS during games or practices. 

 
 

National Youth Sports Safety Foundation, Inc. 

SPORT FAMILY CODE OF CONDUCT 
Children’s sports are supposed to be fun – for the children.  Unfortunately, many parents, fans and coaches don’t realize that their 

actions, whether verbal or non-verbal, can have a lasting emotional effect on children.  Too many children are leaving sports activities 
because the fun is unfairly taken away by adults. 

Parents, fans and coaches who follow this simple code can help reinforce what sports are all about…BEING FUN FOR EVERYONE! 

Preamble 

The essential elements of character-building and ethics in sports are embodied in the concept of sportsmanship and six core principles: 

trustworthiness, respect, responsibility, fairness, caring, and good citizenship. The highest potential of sports is achieved when 
competition reflects these "six pillars of character."  

I therefore agree: 

1. I will not force my child to participate in sports. 

2. I will remember that children participate to have fun and that the game is for youth, not adults. 

3. I will inform the coach of any physical disability or ailment that may affect the safety of my child or the safety of others. 

4. I will learn the rules of the game and the policies of the league. 

5. I (and my guests) will be a positive role model for my child and encourage sportsmanship by showing respect and courtesy, and 

by demonstrating positive support for all players, coaches, officials and spectators at every game, practice or other sporting 

event. 

6. I (and my guests) will not engage in any kind of unsportsmanlike conduct with any official, coach, player, or parent such as 

booing and taunting; refusing to shake hands; or using profane language or gestures. 

7. I will not encourage any behaviors or practices that would endanger the health and wellbeing of the athletes. 

8. I will teach my child to play by the rules and to resolve conflicts without resorting to hostility or violence. 

9. I will demand that my child treat other players, coaches, officials and spectators with respect regardless of race, creed, color, 

sex or ability. 

10. I will teach my child that doing one's best is more important than winning, so that my child will never feel defeated by the 

outcome of a game or his/her performance.  

11. I will praise my child for competing fairly and trying hard, and make my child feel like a winner every time.  

12. I will never ridicule or yell at my child or other participant for making a mistake or losing a competition. 

13. I will emphasize skill development and practices and how they benefit my child over winning. I will also deemphasize games 

and competition in the lower age groups. 

14. I will promote the emotional and physical well-being of the athletes ahead of any personal desire I may have for my child to 

win. 

15. I will respect the officials and their authority during games and will never question, discuss, or confront coaches at the game 

field, and will take time to speak with coaches at an agreed upon time and place.   I will abide by a “cooling off” period prior to 

addressing controversial or emotional issues with regarding coaches, umpires, or league officials. 

16. I will demand a sports environment for my child that is free from drugs, tobacco, and alcohol and I will refrain from their use at 

all sports events.  

17. I will refrain from coaching my child or other players during games and practices, unless I am one of the official coaches of the 

team. 

18. I will have my children at practices and games on-time and appropriately attired. 

                                  

 I also agree that if I fail to abide by the aforementioned rules and guidelines, I will be subject to disciplinary action that could include, 

but is not limited to the following:  

o Verbal warning by official, head coach, and/or head of league organization  

o Written warning  

o Parental game suspension with written documentation of incident kept on file by organizations involved  

o Game forfeit through the official or coach  

o Parental season suspension  

 



CLOVIS WEST CAL RIPKEN/BABE RUTH 2015 HANDBOOK 

21 

 
PARENT PROBLEMS 
 
If you have a problem with a parent or observe a parent getting out of line you are to contact the 
Division Commissioner and League President and discuss what you have observed. Today, more 
than ever, it is imperative we pay attention to unruly parents and fix the problem immediately. 
 
PLAYER PROBLEMS 
 
If you have a problem with a player for which you need league assistance, contact your Division 
Commissioner or the League President immediately.  Don't let a problem go unresolved 
 
MANAGER, COACH, PLAYER, PARENTS NOTICE 
 
Any CWBR Board Member may put a Manager, Coach, Player or Parent  "on Notice" for violation of 
CWBR regulations, attempting to subvert CWBR rules and principles, or other non-cooperative or un-
sportsmanlike activity.  Parents should understand that issues they believe need to be addressed by 
the League can be brought to a Manager or Board Member at any time, or by contacting the League 
through normal channels (phone, e-mail, etc.).  "Notice" will be in the following form: 
 
The CWBR Board Member will go in person to the violator and introduce himself as a Member and 
inform him that he is being put "on Notice" and briefly give the reason why.  Depending on the 
circumstances and the severity of the problem, the Member could request the offender to leave the 
premises. The Member shall then submit a letter to the Board explaining in detail the circumstances of 
the event.  The Board will review the assertions.  The Board may ask the President to discuss the 
problem with the offender and any other parties involved in the situation.  The President will present 
his findings to the Board for resolution.  The Board will issue a finding on the situation or ask for a full 
review to allow the Board to hear the charges and defenses.  Such review or finding may result in a 
warning, a suspension for a specified time, or expulsion from CWBR.  The latter is to be used only in 
extreme cases.  A suspension pending hearing may be given by the President, if circumstances 
warrant. 
 
Any Commissioner or CWBR Member directly or indirectly involved in an incident must abstain from 
any discussion and decision of the Board in the matter.  CWBR Members are also subject to Notice 
and review.  Decisions of the Board and President are final, except as they pertain to Cal 
Ripken/Babe Ruth Baseball, Inc.  The President may request rulings from any of the 
district/state/national Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth League, Inc. commissions. 
 
If a Manager or Coach is ejected from a regular season game, he will be immediately suspended from 
the next game.  In regard to the subsequent game, he will not be allowed to physically attend the 
game.  Nor shall he use cell phones or other devices to be involved in any game decisions or 
strategy.  Violation of the suspension may lead to being placed on Notice.  A subsequent ejection 
from a game will trigger an automatic Notice situation and a review by the Board. The ejection should 
be noted in the official scorebook. 
 
PLAYER DISCIPLINE 
 
Players are expected to behave in a sportsmanlike manner at all times when in uniform or at any time 
when representing the team or league.  Player discipline is the responsibility of the team manager in 
cooperation with parents.  Players must respect the rules of CWBR and his team or be subject to 
disciplinary action by the Manager or the league. 
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A Manager may not withhold a player from a game for disciplinary reasons without first discussing the 
problem with the player and his parents.  If a player fails to attend practices and/or games consistently 
and punctually, or if there is a definite pattern of poor attitude and non-cooperation, the Manager must 
contact the parents to work out a solution.  If no acceptable results are achieved, the Division 
Commissioner or CWBR President shall be informed.  Upon further attempts to rectify the situation by 
the Division Commissioner the player may be dropped from the team.  Replacement may be made 
only through the respective Division Commissioner. 
 
Player behavior and discipline considerations extend beyond the regular season into post-season 
tournament play, team or league social events, or any other situation where the player is representing 
CWBR. 
 
PROTESTS AND RULE INTERPRETATIONS 
 
There are no formal protests of calls made by the umpires of the league.  Any league playing rules 
violations may be reported to a Clovis West Babe Ruth Board member for review and, if necessary, 
further action.  Anyone found in violation of league playing rules may be subject to disciplinary action, 
up to and including dismissal from the league. 
 
 
 

CLOVIS WEST BABE RUTH -- PLAYING RULES 

 
 
 
FIELD SET UP 
 
In the spirit of cooperation, both teams are required to work together in field preparation 
before games and tear down after the games. The fields are to be prepared by both teams as 
follows: 

1. All fields are to be smoothed out via drags or raked before each game. 
2. All fields are to be lined with chalk/paint first and third base lines, batters box, and lines 
extending to the outfield from first base and third base. 
3. All fields are to have bases in holes and pegs. 
4. All fields will have fences or cones set out in the outfield to designate boundary lines for out 
of play rules. 
5. All fields should be watered down prior to game start. 
6. All pitchers’ mounds must have holes filled in and packed. 
 

 
 
 
AFTER THE GAME 

 
1. All bases are to be put on shelves in lock boxes at Pinedale, Valley Oak, Ft. Washington 
and Liberty Elementary.  All other fields’ bases need to be stacked neatly. 
2. All rakes, shovels, etc should be hung up as designated in lock boxes. 
3. All hoses should be rolled and packed in the lock boxes neatly for the next use. 
4. All scorekeepers’ books are to be put the designated areas. 
5. All boxes are to be locked after each game or practice. Last team on the field is responsible 
for making sure the lock box is locked and all CWBR material is back in the lock boxes. 
6. All trash is to be picked up by all teams after the game. 
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 All teams will work together to make sure all items are put back in lock boxes before leaving and 
lock boxes are secured. 

 
GROUND RULES 
 
The Manager or Coach and the umpire before the game will review ground rules.  In the absence of 
the official team manager, one coach is to be designated as the coach-in-charge for that game. 
 
When cones are used as a home run fence, they will be considered as a "fence". See the reference in 
the Official Baseball Rules concerning ground rule doubles, etc.  
 
Rookies cones shall be placed 150 feet from home plate.  Pitching mound at 40’, and 60’ bases 
Minors cones shall be placed 180 feet from home plate.  Pitching mound at 46’, and 60’ bases 
Majors cones shall be placed 200 feet from home plate.  Pitching mound at 50’, and 70’ bases 
 
FULL TEAM 
 
Games normally should be played with 9 players per team (10 in Rookies).  Teams must have at least 
8 players in uniform and available to play at the scheduled start time or by the end of a 10-minute 
grace period or the game is forfeited.  Games must be completed with at least 8 players, except if an 
injury forces the eighth player to be removed from the game.  In such event, that team may finish the 
game with 7 players. 
 
 
PRE-GAME PRACTICE 
 
A maximum one-hour practice may be held before regularly scheduled games.  During this time 
teams must remain in the outfield, or beyond the outfield fence in the case of a Saturday when 
another game is taking place.  Players are to stay off the infield dirt during this pre-game practice 
time. 
 
 
SCOREKEEPING 
 
Each team is to have a knowledgeable scorekeeper available.  The home team shall provide the 
Official Scorekeeper.  If the home team cannot provide a knowledgeable Official Scorekeeper, the 
visiting team shall provide such a scorekeeper.  If neither team has a knowledgeable Official 
Scorekeeper, then the game is forfeited to the visiting team. 
 
The Official Scorekeeper will use the official scorebook, which is kept, in the equipment box.  At the 
end of the game, all umpires will sign the official book.  The Official Scorekeeper will note all special 
conditions such as protests, cancellations, delays, game beginning and ending times, and any players 
present who did not play due to discipline or other reasons.  The Official Scorekeeper shall record the 
score, pitchers used, innings pitched, number of pitches thrown for both teams in the official 
scorebook. 
 
NO ONE may make additions, deletions, or changes to the official book once a game is complete and 
the umpires have signed it.  The league as necessary will audit official scorebooks.  It will be agreed 
between the umpire and the scorekeeper where they will sit during the game.  It is the responsibility of 
the umpire to keep distractions away from scorekeepers at all times during the game. 
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Scorekeepers are to have their books READY at game time.  At least 15 minutes before game time 
Managers must provide the Official Scorekeeper and opposing Manager a complete roster of players 
showing full last name and at least first initial and jersey number of all players in attendance.  
Additionally the starting lineups will be provided including full name, jersey number clearly shown.  
Late arriving players may be added to the end of the batting order upon arrival without penalty and 
may enter the game as any other substitute. 
 
Every player must be accounted for, in every game, in the official scorebook (note absent, injured 
etc). 
 
ON-FIELD COACHING 
 
Only the Manager, Coaches and Scorekeepers listed on the official team roster are allowed on the 
field or in the dugout or bench area during games.  The only exception is when a listed Manager or 
Coach is physically absent from the playing facility.  In that case, another CWBR Member may 
substitute for the absent coach at the request of the Manager or Coach in charge. Consistently 
missing games will be cause for disciplinary action by the Board. 
 
It is suggested that adult managers and coaches serve as base coaches during games.  It is 
acceptable for a player to coach a base provided he is not currently in the game and he wears proper 
protective headgear.  Coaches must remain at the base selected for the entire inning. 
 
Batboys and/or batgirls must wear protective headgear when out of the dugout or bench area. 
 
RUN LIMITATIONS 
 
In all divisions, there is to be a limit of six (6) runs scored per half inning regardless of the outs.  A 
half-inning will be stopped at the conclusion of the play during which the sixth run scores.  In Minors 
and Majors divisions, after three full innings, the six (6) run rule shall not be in effect.  In Rookies 
division, the six run rule is in effect the entire game. 
 
In all divisions, a 10 run rule is in effect at the end of 5 full innings, or 4 1/2 if the home team is ahead. 
 
 
INJURY TIME-OUTS 
 
If an injury occurs during play the umpire will stop the game at completion of the play unless the 
injured player or another player is jeopardized by continued play. 
 
TIME BETWEEN INNINGS 
 
Deliberate delays between innings shall not be tolerated.  Umpire shall warn delaying team once per 
inning.  Continued delay may be cause for action by the umpire, which may consist of automatic 
out(s) or walk(s) against the delaying team.  Umpires must consider pitcher's warm-ups (maximum 6 
per inning) and catcher's efforts to put on gear after being on base.  Umpires must not delay game by 
visiting or taking excessive or unnecessary breaks. 
 
ON-DECK BATTER 
 
There must be only one player at a time out of the dugout or bench area on deck.  All other players 
must be on the bench, behind the fence or coaching a base.  Players may not leave the bench area 
during the game except in an emergency. 



CLOVIS WEST CAL RIPKEN/BABE RUTH 2015 HANDBOOK 

25 

 
SLIDING 
 
Teaching base runners how and when to slide is an important part of a Manager’s responsibility.  
Players should be instructed to slide to avoid being put out (without violent contact) on any play at any 
base, not only to avoid injury to the fielder, but also to prevent personal injury.  In a double play 
situation (regardless of whether the play at second base is close) players should be taught to not 
stand up going into second in an attempt to prevent the pivot man from throwing to first base or to 
cause him to throw wildly.  The runner who does not slide risks a severe collision and the chance of 
being struck in the face by the fielder's throw.  The proper technique is for the base runner to make a 
legal slide in an attempt to break up the double play.  Unless there is no play to be made, if a runner 
at any base except first does not slide in order to avoid a collision, he will be declared out for 
interference as will the following runner or batter-runner.  If there is malicious or flagrant contact, the 
runner shall be ejected from the game.  
 
There is no head first sliding in Rookies, Minors, or Majors during league play, with the exception of 
Majors players returning to a base in a pickoff attempt.  
 
 
OBSTRUCTION AND FAKING TAGS 
 
Just as offensive players may not interfere with defensive players, defensive players may not obstruct 
runners or batters.  Managers/Coaches and players must be aware that umpires will watch closely for 
obstructions by the catcher and other fielders.  Catcher must give runners a piece of home plate to 
which to slide prior to receiving the ball to make the putout.  Also, if a defensive player fakes a tag 
when he does not have the ball, obstruction may be called.  Repeated violations by a player of faking 
a tag without the ball may result in disqualification of that player. 
 
 
LEAVING A BASE EARLY / DELAYED STEALS – MINORS ONLY 
 
In Minors, if a base runner leaves early (before the pitched ball crosses home plate), he is out.  If that 
runner is the last out of the inning, the batter at the plate will be the first batter in the next inning.  
There are to be no warnings. 
 
There are no delayed steals on the catchers throw back to the pitcher.  Once the pitch has crossed 
the plate, if the runner(s) did not begin to steal as the ball crossed the plate and the catcher has 
possession of the ball, the play is dead and no runner(s) can advance on his return throw to the 
pitcher.  If the pitcher does not catch the throw back from the catcher, the play is then live and the 
runner(s) can advance. 
 
 
REGULATION (COMPLETE) GAMES 
 
A regulation game shall consist of at least three innings for Cal Ripken, four innings for Babe Ruth (if 
home team is ahead, 2 1/2 for Cal Ripken and 3 1/2 for Babe Ruth).  A game shall be no more than 
six innings for Cal Ripken and seven innings for Babe Ruth, except in the cases of a tie game, see 
below. 
 
Games, which fail to reach the regulation minimum innings for any reason (such as darkness, rainout, 
etc.,) will be rescheduled for a later date as directed by the division commissioner with the game 
starting at the same point where play stopped.  Under certain circumstances, (e.g. the game is 
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stopped during the first batter) the division commissioner may choose to have the teams start the 
game over from the beginning.  Tie games will stand if the game is "regulation".  Umpires must 
coordinate the time of curtailment of games being played concurrently at the same site.    
Rescheduled games follow the same rules as regularly scheduled games as to time, regulation, 
pitching rules in week actually played, etc.  EXCEPTION, SEE PLAYOFF RULES 
 
TIME LIMIT 
 
For Rookies Division, no new inning may begin after 1 1/2 hours from the start time of the game.  For 
Minors and Majors Divisions, no new inning may begin after 1 3/4 hours from the start time of the 
game.  An inning is complete and, therefore, a new inning begins immediately upon the third 
out of the home team (or other technical reason such as 6 run limitation, as determined by the 
umpire).  If the visiting team initiates an inning prior to the expiration of the time limit, the home team 
will be allowed to complete the inning, even it that requires that the game continue beyond the 
applicable stated time limit.  The stated time limits are for inning initiation, not completion.  
EXCEPTION, SEE PLAYOFF RULES. 
 
In Prep and Babe Ruth Divisions, no new inning may begin after 2 hours from the start time of the 
game.  If another game is scheduled to immediately follow on the same filed, no new inning may 
begin within 20 minutes of the scheduled start time of the subsequent game. 
 
In all cases, an inning commenced will continue until completion except that the umpire may stop the 
final inning if the field becomes unplayable due to darkness or other reason. 
 
In the event of a tie game after completion of the specified maximum number of innings (six innings- 
Cal Ripken; seven innings- Babe Ruth), and if there remain more than fifteen minutes playing time 
according to the applicable time limit (1 ½ hours- Rookies; 1 ¾ hours- Minors and Majors; 2 hours- 
Prep and Babe Ruth) a game may continue for one extra inning. If the game remains tied after the 
additional inning, the game shall be declared a tie and no additional innings may be played 
 
It is a CWBR rule that there be no time manipulation, including stalling or adversely accelerating, 
designed to modify the outcome of the game.  Tactics such as player changes or conferences for no 
apparent reason, instruction to players to perform in an abnormal manner (such as intentionally 
making errors or intentionally striking out), and similar conduct will be suspect.  Conduct by any 
Manager, Coach which constitutes an attempt to manipulate a game to profit or gain an advantage 
based upon time constraints will constitute grounds for the umpire to declare the game forfeited to the 
opposing team.  Managers may be put "on Notice" for such tactics. 
 
IF AN UMPIRE FAILS TO APPEAR 
 
If the umpire fails to appear, the game shall be played with each side supplying one Manager/Coach 
to act as an umpire.  The Manager or Coach of the team in the field shall call balls and strikes from 
behind the pitcher.  Parents are not to act as umpires. IT MUST BE NOTED IN THE OFFICIAL 
SCOREBOOK THAT AN UMPIRE HAS NOT ATTENDED 
 
 
SUBSTITUTIONS AND PLAYING TIME 
 
Players who commence play on the bench must be placed in the field defensively after the first inning.  
With each new inning the manager must rotate the extra players in the field so that no player sits on 
the bench for more than one-half inning at a time.  The only exceptions may be: 

 Injury  
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 Discipline 
 

In any of the above conditions occur, the official scorebook shall be so noted.  Safety of the players is 
the major concern.  An injured player once removed from the game for injury shall not be re-entered 
without the parents’ specific permission. 
 
A player who arrives late may be held out of the game for not more than two complete innings.  The 
Manager must explain the importance of being on time to the parent and inform the parent of the 
reason for the player’s failure to play.  The Manager may make a notation in the scorebook that the 
child was late.  If the problem continues the Manager should report the problem to the Commissioner. 
 
For all Divisions, all players listed on the roster and available to play must be in the batting order.  In 
addition, all players must play at least 6 defensive outs in each game.  The defensive outs need not 
be consecutive.  
 
While it may be possible for a Manager or Coach to follow the "letter of the law" with respect to this 
rule, adhering to the spirit is much more important.  The regular season is for “Player 
Development”.  Managers and Coaches should not relegate certain players to only the 
minimum playing time.  All Managers must realize that even though some players are more skilled 
than others, the less skilled players have the right to equal playing time during regular season games.  
There is no reason for one player to sit out twice before every other player on the team has sat out.  
 
Official scorebooks may be audited weekly by CWBR to determine compliance.  If a Manager or 
Coach violates this rule, the Division Commissioner and/or CWBR President may effect punishment 
by subtracting the number of league standing points obtained in games in question in addition to 
putting the Manager "on Notice" (Note:  If points are subtracted because of this rule, the opposing 
team(s) shall not have those points added to its/their cumulative point total(s).) 
 
If a player must leave the playing field before the game is completed for reason of injury or other 
commitment, then the player’s spot in the batting lineup shall be passed over without consequence. 
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PITCHING RULES 
 
In CWBR league play only, the Board has adopted pitching rules overruling the Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth 
rulebook, where applicable.  For Cal Ripken divisions, regular season only, IN NO CASE SHALL A 
PITCHER EXCEED SIX INNINGS IN ONE CALENDAR WEEK.  Pitching rules specified in the Official 
Rule Book and Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth Rules and Regulations will be followed except: Rule 0.06 (3) 
shall be amended to read "A pitcher must have two (2) days rest between pitching assignments if he 
pitches in more than THREE (3) innings in one game.  The “days rest” rule applies without regard to 
the calendar week.  For example, if a player pitches 4 innings on a Saturday, the immediately 
following Sunday and Monday are mandatory rest days and that player is not eligible to pitch until the 
immediately following Tuesday. 
 
Special pitching rules exist for Minors and Majors doubleheaders.  Players may pitch a maximum of 
2 innings and be subject to a 50-pitch limit in the first game to be eligible for the second game.  The 
pitcher must be pulled prior to the 51st pitch to be eligible for the 2nd game.  If they pitch in both 
games, the same rules apply to the 2nd game.  Other rules, such as weekly limit and days rest rules 
still apply. 
 
For Prep and Babe Ruth, pitching rules specified in the Official Rule Book and Babe Ruth Rules and 
Regulations will be followed, except, each pitcher may pitch in no more than seven innings in any two 
consecutive games.  For example, if a player pitches 3 innings on Monday, he may pitch 4 innings on 
Wednesday and 3 innings on Saturday.   Prep and Babe Ruth Commissioners and Managers 
should note that CWBR pitching (and other) rules can and may be superceded by Interleague 
Rules.  It is the Commissioners’ responsibility to obtain these rules and communicate them to 
the managers.  Interleague Rules will be followed in ALL games, regardless that the game may 
be between two CW teams.  
 
In all Cal Ripken Divisions, in no event shall a pitcher start an inning after he has thrown 70 pitches in 
the game.  The Official Scorekeeper (provided by the home team) shall be responsible for counting 
pitches.  Once the pitcher reaches 70 pitches in any one game the Official Scorekeeper shall notify 
the umpire.  If a pitcher starts an inning with less than 70 pitches, but reaches 70 pitches during the 
inning he may complete the inning in Majors only.  For Minors only, once the pitcher reaches the 70 
pitch limit he may finish pitching to that particular batter.  Once he has finished pitching to that batter, 
the coach must replace him or her with another pitcher immediately.  In no circumstance should a 
pitcher face a new batter after he has thrown 70 pitches in a game. 
 
Minors and Majors Playoff Pitching Rules – Players may pitch in no more than 6 innings combined  
in two consecutive games, regardless of the length of time between such games,  and no more than 
9 innings in any week.  The term “week” is as defined in the Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth rulebook. 
Pitchers in both divisions have a 70 pitch limit.  For Majors Division, once a pitcher reaches the 70 
pitch limit he may finish that inning.  In no event shall a pitcher start a new inning after he has thrown 
70 pitches in the game.   For Minors Division, once the pitcher reaches the 70 pitch limit he may 
finish pitching to that particular batter.  Once he has finished pitching to that batter, the coach must 
replace him or her with another pitcher immediately.  In no circumstance should a pitcher face a new 
batter after he has thrown 70 pitches in a game. 
 
The days rest rule is suspended for the playoffs. 
 
Games in which an ineligible pitcher has been used shall be forfeited (one pitch over limit).  If the 
ineligible pitch is discovered during the game the forfeiture shall be immediate and the game will end.  
The opposing team shall be awarded the victory and the points. 
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Standings points received in a completed game in which an ineligible pitcher has been used will be 
subtracted from the violating team and added to the opposing team. 
 
For the safety of batters, umpires should warn and suspend pitchers who demonstrate wildness 
evidenced by hitting multiple batters in the same inning or in continuous pattern throughout the game.  
Pitchers who intentionally try to hit a batter or throw "brush back" pitches intentionally will be 
immediately ejected from the game by the umpire. 
 
Curve balls shall not be thrown in the Minors Division.  Curve balls may be thrown in the Majors 
Division.  In the Minors, if a pitcher throws a curve the umpire shall first issue a warning in which he 
notifies both the pitcher and the manager.  If the pitcher throws a second curve ball he shall be 
removed from the mound. 
 
Once a player has been removed from the pitching position, for whatever reason, that player may not 
pitch again in that game.  One pitch thrown constitutes an inning pitched. 
 
Special Rookie pitching rules are contained in the “ROOKIE RULES” section of the handbook. 
 
PONY LEAGUE RULES - MAJORS 
 
Majors will play regulation baseball rules adjusted as follows: 

 Stealing will be allowed per official baseball rules 

 Balk rule, per baseball rules (see amendment below) 

 Batter’s attempt to take first base on passed ball 3rd strike is permitted. 

 Bases will be set at the 70 foot distance 

 Pitching mound will be set at 50 feet (portable mounds approved by the Board are allowed) 

 Outfield fences set at 200 feet 

 Standard Cal Ripken bat sizes, big barrel bats are not allowed 
 
BALK RULE 
 
There is no balk rule in the Minors.  The balk rule does apply in the Majors, Prep and Babe Ruth 
Divisions.  During the first four games in the Majors Division the umpire will first warn the pitcher, 
explaining the reason for the balk call.  Subsequently, during the game, the balk rule may be enforced 
for the warned pitcher. 
 
INTENTIONAL WALKS 
 
Intentional walks are NOT allowed in the Cal Ripken divisions. For each pitch delivered to home plate, 
the catcher must be in a crouch behind the plate as the pitcher’s windup or delivery begins. A walk 
may be awarded only if four balls are called during an at-bat before the batter puts the ball in play, is 
awarded first base or otherwise is called out. Managers, Coaches and players are prohibited from 
calling for or ordering intentional walks. If the umpire determines that a pitch is delivered without an 
intent to induce the batter to make an out, the pitch shall be declared a dead ball and any subsequent 
play resulting from the delivered pitch shall be declared dead, and the same pitch shall be counted 
against the pitcher’s pitch count.  
 
 
INFIELD FLY RULE 
 
The infield fly rule is in effect for the Majors Division only.  
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GAMES DECIDED BY FORFEIT 
 
Games decided by forfeit, for whatever reason, will be documented in the official scorebook with a 
score of 1 run per inning to the winning team, or 6-0. 
 

LEAGUE PLAYOFF RULES 
 

 

All rules, including regular season rules, apply as previously stated, with the exception of the 
following: 
 
There are special pitching rules for Playoffs.  Please refer to Pitching Rules section of Handbook. 
 
Time Limit -  
For all playoff games, including semi-final games, no new inning may begin after 2 hours from the 
start time of the game. 
 
If bad weather occurs then 4 innings shall constitute a complete game.  If the game cannot be 
completed within four innings and the two-hour time limit, then a make-up date shall be set to finish 
the game from where it was stopped. 
 
Tie-breaking rule for all tournament games is the International Tie-breaking Rule. The last official 
player “out” from the previous inning will be put at second base to start the inning.  Innings will 
continue under this provision until a winner is determined. 
 
In League Championship Games, the game is to play all innings with no time limit. 
 
The Championship Game constitutes a new week and all pitchers have 6 innings and all pitch counts. 
 
TOURNAMENT SEEDING 
 
Tournament brackets are determined each season by the division commissioners.  Teams will be 
seeded according to regular season ending standings.  The League Championship will be determined 
by a single elimination game. 
 

CLOVIS WEST BABE RUTH -- ROOKIE RULES 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
The Rookie Division is viewed by the Board as its most critical Division.  It is imperative that the 
Division is operated successfully to ensure the ongoing success of CWBR.  The key in Rookies is to 
ensure that each player has a positive and fun experience while learning the fundamentals of 
baseball.  Coaches are encouraged to rotate players at different positions without jeopardizing 
the safety of the kids. 
 
What this Means to You as a Coach: if there is a legitimate safety issue, such as a player with 
autism or similar disorder, that is one thing.  Relegating players to the outfield because they have 
trouble fielding a ground ball is another.  Therefore, the objective from the league viewpoint is that 
each player should be provided the opportunity to play somewhere in the infield every game.  That 
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does not mean every player needs to play every possible infield position, but even first year players 
should get a chance somewhere in the infield.   
 
Explain to the parents at your beginning of season parent meeting that a six year old kid who cannot 
catch a ball is not a good candidate to play first base due to the injury risk.  You could have an 8 year 
old at shortstop come up throwing 35-40mph across the diamond and that unskilled player at first is in 
real trouble.  Similarly, a player that cannot demonstrate reasonable control from the pitcher’s mound 
should not pitch for safety of the opponent. 
 
As a coach you must have a written out plan for defensive positions for the entire game. This reduces 
delays between innings and helps you stay organized. Also, keep in mind no player should sit out a 
second time before every other player on the team has sat out at least once.  The written out 
defensive plan must be made available to the division commissioner immediately upon request. 
 
Although exposing players to different infield positions is desirable you might choose to leave them at 
the same infield position (2nd base) for a series of games before letting them play a different position 
(3rd base).  As an example, six year old Billy on your team might have the following schedule over the 
first two games: 
 
Game 1 – 2nd base, right field, bench, 2nd base, right field, left field. 
Game 2 – right center field, pitcher (defense only), 2nd base, bench, right center field, 2nd base. 
 
Batting Order – Similar to player positions batting order should change from game to game with kids 
provided the opportunity to bat in various positions of the batting order and not relegating the same 
two or three kids to the final spots every game.   
 
Although there is a Division championship, the focus should not be on winning at all costs. 
 
The Board has determined that Coaches Clinics are an integral aspect of delivering a consistent 
coaching technique and philosophy.  It is the intention of the board to find a suitable coaches clinic in 
advance of each season.  It is mandatory for Manager’s to attend the clinics.  The Division 
Commissioner must approve absences.  
 
It is the desire of the Board to field one Rookie All-star team.   
 
Remember these are 7 and 8-year-old children.   
 

CLOVIS WEST BABE RUTH – Rookies Division Rules 
 

Pitching Rules: 
a) No pitcher may pitch more than maximum of two (2) innings per game or 40 pitches, 

whichever occurs first.  If a pitcher reaches 40 pitches during an at-bat, they may finish 
pitching to that batter.   

b) One pitch thrown in an inning counts as an inning pitched.  (Example: with two outs in 
the 2nd you bring in Billy to pitch.  He throws one pitch and the batter grounds out.  
That inning was his “first” inning of the game.  Billy may pitch the third inning, after 
which you must replace him with a different pitcher in the fourth inning.) 

c) The home team scorekeeper is responsible for the official pitch count.  The home team 
scorekeeper must notify the opposing team’s coach or scorekeeper once their 
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pitcher’s official pitch count reaches 35.  We recommend the scorekeepers of both 
teams meet between innings to confirm pitch count. 

d) The pitching distance for Rookie Division is forty (40) feet. 
e) A pitcher once removed from the mound cannot return as a pitcher in that game. 

(Example, Bobby pitches Inning 1.  Tommy pitches Innings 2 and 3.  Although Bobby 
only pitched one inning he may NOT re-enter as a pitcher because you already 
replaced him with Tommy.) 

f) A player hit by pitch from a player pitcher is awarded first base. 
g) Batters may attempt to bunt off a player pitcher. 
h) You must remove a player pitcher immediately if they hit two batters in the same 

game. 
i) Two strike fouls count toward the player’s 40 pitch limit.  Warm-up pitches between 

innings do NOT count toward the pitch limit. 
 
Coach Pitch/Base on Balls: 

a) There will be no walks allowed by a player/pitcher. If the umpire calls Ball 4, the ball is 
dead and no runner may advance. The Manager/Coach will then pitch to the batter. 
The batter will be allowed up to 3 pitches, regardless of the count of the count when 
the player pitch pitched the fourth ball. 

b) Foul balls, only on the 3rd pitch by a coach, will be repitched (same as your basic two 
strike foul rule). 

c) No bunting allowed of coach pitch. 
d) No stealing allowed when the Manager/Coach is pitching. 
e) In the event a batter is hit by a coach-pitched ball, that pitch shall count as a strike and 

as one of their three available pitches to the batter. 
f) The pitcher must stand next to or directly behind the mound when the Manager/Coach 

is pitching. All other fielders will remain in their normal positions. 
g) Base running rules remain the same whether it is coach pitched ball or player pitched 

ball. 
 

Catchers 
a) Catchers must give a portion of home plate to the runner on which to slide to prior to 

receiving the ball. A catcher without the ball shall not “Block Home Plate.” 
b) The ball is NOT live when the catcher is throwing back to the pitcher, except on an 

approved steal. 

 
Baserunning/Overthrows: 

a) With the exception of the overthrown ball rule, runners may advance at their own risk 
on any ball put in play in fair territory, whether it be player or coach pitch. 

b) When cones are out (weeknight games) balls that roll past the cones are a ground rule 
double.  Outfielders should put up both hands to indicate to the umpire that the ball 
has rolled past the cones and out of play. 

c) Balls hit over the cones on the fly or over the fence on a weekend game are a 
homerun.   

d) Runners may ONLY advance one (1) base, specifically 2nd or 3rd, on a batted ball 
that is overthrown by a defensive player in an attempt to make a put out.  Players may 
not advance on any subsequent overthrows.  (Example: bases empty batter hits ball to 
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shortstop who overthrows the first baseman.  The batter-runner may now attempt to 
advance to 2nd base.  Regardless of any additional overthrows the batter-runner must 
stop at 2nd base.) 

e) Runners may NOT advance home on an overthrow, runners must be “hit” in, (with the 
obvious exception of hit by pitch with bases loaded).  Runners may only advance to 
2nd or 3rd base, if unoccupied, on an overthrown ball.  (Example, bases loaded and a 
ball is hit back to pitcher who overthrows to first base.  No runners may advance on 
the overthrow because the runner who advanced to 3rd may not go home on an 
overthrown ball.  Even in the event where the ball is deemed “out of play” because it is 
so poorly thrown it goes beyond the first base fence players may not advance to home 
plate.) 

 

Line-Up/Substitutions 
a) ALL players appear in the batting order.  If you have 12 players at the game, all 12 are 

in the batting order. 
b) There is no penalty if an injured player misses their at bat, however, you must notify 

the official scorekeeper (home team scorekeeper).   
c) There is no penalty if a player has to leave early and misses their at bat, however, you 

must notify the official scorekeeper. 
d) If a player has not arrived prior to the start of the game you must move that player to 

the final spot in the batting order and notify the official scorekeeper.  If the player has 
still not arrived upon reaching the final spot in the order skip that spot as if the player 
was not in the line-up.  Upon their arrival, they occupy that final spot in the order.  

e) No player may be “out” on defense in consecutive innings.  If Tommy is out on defense 
in the 1st inning he must play somewhere in the field in Inning 2 when your team is on 
defense. 

f) No player may sit out more than two innings on defense per game, except for injury, 
illness, or the player missing innings because of arriving late or leaving early.  For all 
players that are at the game and healthy they shall all play no less than four innings on 
defense in a complete six inning game. 

g) Coaches should play every player somewhere in the infield at least two innings in a 
complete 6 inning game, including at least one appearance in the first three innings.  If 
there are special circumstances with a particular player, contact your division 
commissioner. 

 
 

On Deck Batter: 
a) ONLY ONE player at a time may be out of the dugout/bench area in the “On Deck 

Circle” when the team is batting. 
b) The “On Deck” batter must wear a helmet at all times. 
c) All other players must be in the dugout. 
d) Players may not leave the dugout/bench area without asking permission from their 

coach or assistant coach (in case where the coach is in one of the coaches boxes). 

 
Sliding: 

a) PLAYERS MAY NOT SLIDE HEAD FIRST, except when the runner is returning to a 
previously occupied base. At the discretion of the umpire he may call the runner out or 
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simply issue a warning.  Coaches should discuss this with the umpire prior to the start 
of the game and always assume the umpire will rule the player out. 

b) All players should be instructed to slide to avoid being put out (without causing violent 
contact) on any play at any base, except first. This will not only prevent injury to the 
fielder but also prevent injury to the runner. 

c) If, in the judgement of the umpire, the runner does not slide or make an obvious 
attempt to avoid a collision, the Umpire may declare that runner OUT for interference. 

d) If a runner appears, in the Umpire’s judgment, to intentionally run into a defensive 
player or in any other way attempting to interfere with the play, the following 
batter/runner will be declared OUT. 

e) In the Umpires judgement, if there is malicious or flagrant contact, the umpire may 
eject that player from the game. 

 

Stealing: 
a) Players may attempt to steal only on a player pitched ball that is a called or swinging 

strike. 
b) On a called strike, the runner may not leave until the Umpire has made the strike call. 
c) On a swinging strike the player many not leave the base until the ball has crossed 

home plate. 
d) Only one (1) base may be stolen at a time, per player.  (Example, runners on 1st and 

2nd and the batter swings at a pitch thrown by a player that gets past the catcher.  
Both runners may attempt to steal on that same passed ball, advancing to 3rd and 2nd 
base respectively.) 

e) Runners may not advance on an overthrow to the stolen base. 
f) Players may NOT steal home.  Players must be “hit” in. 

 

Equipment: 
a) Players not wearing a protective cup are ineligible to participate. 
b) Bats must comply with standard Cal Ripken rules.  No Big Barrel Bats.   
c) No metal cleats. 

 
 
 

Run Limit and Mercy Rules: 
A team may score a MAXIMUM of six (6) runs per inning in all innings in Rookie Division.  
(Example: the team at bat has already scored 5 runs and has bases loaded.  The batter hits a 
grand slam.  Great for him.  Let everyone round the bases and celebrate.  However, this does 
not change the score, as the run limit is still 6 per inning regardless of what happens in the 
final at bat).   
 
The “Mercy Rule” (10 run lead) is in effect after 4 ½ innings if the home team is ahead or the 
visiting team is ahead by 10 after five innings. 

 
 
Cone/Fence Distance: 

Distance of the cones/fences is to be measured from the back of home plate to the distance 
specified below. When cones are used as a homerun fence, they will be considered as 
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“Fence” as referred to in the Official Baseball Rules as it applies to ground rule doubles and 
all other applicable rulings. 
 
Rookie Division: 150 feet 
 

Miscellaneous 
 

Home team will be responsible for the official scorebook.   
 
The pitching rules are intended to encourage the use of multiple pitchers and afford all 
interested players a chance at the position.  However, players should be cautioned by 
coaches that a repeated inability to deliver pitches that are “strikes” may limit their opportunity 
to play the pitcher’s position. Coaches are expected to exercise good judgment and common 
sense should with struggling pitchers. 
 
These rules may be modified due to the level of player development at the Managers’ and 
Commissioner’s discretion, subject to review and approval by the Board.  
 
EQUIPMENT 

 
Each player must wear a cup in order to participate in practices and games. Metals cleats or spikes 
are prohibited. 
 
PLAYER ROSTER AND PLAYING TIME 
 
All players on team roster must be listed in the scorebook.  Players not in attendance must be placed 
at the bottom of the batting order and shown as absent. 
 
So long as each team fields at least 8 players, the game shall be played. 
 
Each team shall play 10 players in the field (unless fewer than 10 players are in attendance).  
However, the 10th player must play in the outfield (there will be four outfielders).  The four outfielders 
shall all play in a position equal distance from home plate to the outfield. 
 
Players who commence play on the bench must be placed in the field defensively after the first inning.  
With each new inning the manager must rotate the extra players in the field so that no player sits on 
the bench for more than one-half inning at a time.  The only exceptions may be: 

 Injury  

 Discipline 
 

In any of the above conditions occur, the official scorebook shall be so noted.  Safety of the players is 
the major concern.  An injured player once removed from the game for injury shall not be re-entered 
without the parents’ specific permission. 
 
A player who arrives late may be held out of the game defensively for not more than two innings.  The 
Manager must explain the importance of being on time to the parent and inform the parent of the 
reason for the player’s failure to play.  The Manager may make a notation in the scorebook that the 
child was late.  If the problem continues the Manager should report the problem to the Commissioner. 
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Managers should situate players at standard playing positions.  For safety reasons players should not 
be encourage to shorten the infield as a matter of course. 
 
 
GAME LENGTH 
 
Time permitting, each game shall consist of six (6) innings. In the event of a tie, no game shall go 
beyond the six innings.  No new inning may begin after one and one-half hours after the game begins. 
An inning is complete upon the third out of the home team.  If the visiting team initiates an inning prior 
to the expiration of the time limit, the home team will be allowed to complete the inning, even it that 
requires the game to go on beyond the stated time limits.  The time limits are for inning initiation not 
completion.  The umpire shall keep time and his/her time is official. 
 
If the final inning must be suspended for reasons of safety (i.e., rain, darkness, field conditions, etc.) 
the game will not resume play to complete the inning.  The final score will revert back to the last 
completed inning.  If the game does not complete 3 full innings of play, then a make-up game shall be 
rescheduled.  Games, which fail to reach the regulation minimum for any reason shall be rescheduled 
from the stop point and continue until the game is official.  Tie games will stand if the game is 
"regulation".  Umpires must coordinate the time of curtailment of games being played concurrently at 
the same site.    Rescheduled games follow the same rules as regularly scheduled games as to time, 
regulation, pitching rules in week actually played, etc.  EXCEPTION, SEE PLAYOFF RULES 
 
UMPIRES 
 
Only one umpire is necessary for each game. There shall be no arguing with the umpire.  The umpire 
shall resolve all on field disputes. 
 
If a game is protested, the protest must be submitted in writing to the league Board within 48 hours of 
the end of the game.  Each protest must be accompanied by $50.00.  If you are successful in your 
protest, your $50.00 will be returned.  All decisions of the board are final.  See the General 
Information section – Protests and Rules Interpretation for details. 
 
 
REGULAR RULES 
 
Normal Cal Ripken youth baseball rules will apply unless superseded by the foregoing. 
 
The above exceptions to such normal rules are intended to equalize play between the bigger and 
smaller players and to make the game safer, more fun and interesting for all involved. 
 
While some of these rules are not "traditional baseball" it will allow the children to learn the 
fundamental skills necessary to continue in organized baseball.  At the same time it will be fun for all. 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
 
All games, except Opening Day and Championship Day, are played at LIBERTY ELEMENTARY 
SCHOOL. 
 
Home team keeps official score.  See Playing Rules section – Scorekeeping. 
 
MANAGERS’ RESPONSIBILITES - GAME DAY 
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Managers of the first games of the day are expected to show up one hour early to set up the playing 
field, chalk foul lines and batter's boxes, and perform any needed field maintenance (e.g., fill holes, 
drag fields, etc.). 
 
Managers of the last games of the day are expected to return the scoreboard, bases, and any other 
equipment used in games to the storage box.  PLEASE MAKE SURE THAT THE STORAGE BOX IS 
LOCKED BEFORE YOU LEAVE THE FIELD.  Also, please clean-up trash and other debris before 
leaving the fields.  (Please remind your parents and fans how important it is that we leave the fields 
the way we found them.) 
 
 
ROOKIE LEAGUE SCHEDULES AND PLAYOFFS 
 
League standings will be determined as follows: 
 

 Win -- Two Points 

 Tie -- One Point 

 Loss -- No Points 
 
In the event of a tie in the league standings at the end of the season, the tie(s) will be broken as 
follows: 

1. head to head results 
2. in-league record 
3. least runs allowed for season (excluding practice games) 
4. coin flip 

 
Schedules and a season end double elimination playoff system (see brackets in Appendix C) will be 
developed by the Division Commissioner and approved by the Board.  It is the desire of the Board to 
complete the season with a double elimination tournament in order to crown a Division Champion.  
This allows for player development throughout the regular season and minimizes the importance of 
wins and losses during that time. 
 
Except as noted above, all-star teams will adhere to the same procedures and rules as set forth by 
CWBR Board (see the Section on All-stars). 
 
 

 
CLOVIS WEST BABE RUTH – Instructional Division Rules 

 
 

1. Coaches (defined for purposes of these rules as an official rostered manager or coach and 
referred to hereafter as “coach” or “coaches”) shall pitch all six innings of a game.  

 
2. Teams will play with 10 players on the field, the standard six infield positions plus four 

outfielders.  Outfielders should take a position on the outfield grass.   
 

3. The team on defense must provide a coach to back up the catcher.  Teams on defense may 
also have a coach in the outfield to help coach the players. 
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4. The team on offense should have one coach in each coach’s box plus a coach or team parent 
in the dugout to monitor the players.   

 
5. Coaches shall deliver up to four pitches to the batter.  If the batter fails to put any of those balls 

in to play, the coach shall bring out a tee.  The player gets as many opportunities as necessary 
to put a ball in play.   

 
6. A coach delivering pitches to a batter should pitch overhand from a distance of at least 20 feet.  

While overhand pitch delivery is preferred, if necessary for the coach to deliver pitches in the 
strike zone, underhand delivery is acceptable.  Coaches should be in a kneeling position.  
Alternatively, coach can sit on a bucket when pitching.   

 
7. Batters and runners may only advance 1 base when a ball is put in to play.   

 
8. Base runners may not advance on overthrown balls.  

 
9. Base runners may not steal bases. 

 
10. Base runners may not slide headfirst.  A player who makes a headfirst slide is out.  Coaches 

should teach players to slide feet first in an effort to avoid collisions between players. 
 

11. Run Limitation – there is not a specific run limit, however, if the team up to bat bats every 
players in the line-up before the defense can record three outs, teams will switch sides. 
 

12. Time Limit – no new innings after 75 minutes. 
 

13. Bunting is not allowed. 
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ALL-STAR SELECTION 
 
 
 
Each year Cal Ripken and Babe Ruth determine World Series Champions in the Minors, Majors, Prep 
and Babe Ruth Divisions.  The process for proceeding to the World Series begins with the selection of 
District All-star teams.  The District teams compete through a series of tournaments beginning with 
the District, State, Region and ultimately the World Series.  CWBR plays in the Central CA state area, 
District 2. 
 
ELIGIBILITY:  The League supercedes Official Babe Ruth League, Inc. rule 11.03.1.d Player 
Eligibility by increasing the participation level required during the regular season and playoffs to 70%.  
This means a player must participate in at least 70% of the player’s team’s games to be eligible for 
any All Star team.  Absence due to injury or participation in scholastic sports is not considered in 
applying this rule.  For purposes of this rule, the minimum games will be rounded down.  For example, 
if a player’s team had 16 regular season and 3 playoff games, the minimum requirement would be 
13.3, or 13 games, subject to the exception for in jury or participation in scholastic games. 
 
CWBR desires to field competitive District All-star Teams for ages 9, 10, 11 and 12.  The goal is to get 
the best combination of players selected to the District All-star teams in order to field the team with the 
greatest chance of winning. 
 
Additionally, CWBR will form a Rookies Division All-Star team.  Coaches may nominate players of any 
age for this team.  Normally this team will compete in three local all-star tournaments.  It is up to the 
board to review on an annual basis if this team will compete in districts.  
 
ALL-STAR COMMISSIONER 
 
The All-star Commissioner Is responsible for implementing the All-star policy as directed by the 
Board.  The All-star Commissioner is the Board’s point person to ensure the policy is consistently and 
fairly applied.  Duties include: 

 Personally reviewing the CWBR All-star policy with all Managers, in coordination with League 
Commissioners, no later than midseason. 

 Representing CWBR at all All-star tournament organizing meetings. 

 In conjunction with League Commissioners, oversee the selection of All-star managers for each 
league in accordance with policy.   

 In conjunction with the League Commissioner and All-star managers, the All-star Commissioner 
will attend the initial all-star review sessions for each league.  At that meeting the All-star 
Commissioner will make a presentation to the parents explaining the try-out process while making 
himself or herself available to answer questions.   

 Attend and support the League Commissioner during the player selection meeting.   

 Once the all-star season has begun the All-star Commissioner will step into the role of 
“Commissioner” similar to the role played by the League Commissioners during the regular 
season.  His or her league is, in essence, all of the all-star teams.  The roles and responsibilities 
then take on the normal role associated with league commissioners for the duration of the all-star 
season. 

 
SELECTION PROCESS 
 
Managers/coaches are not to speak with parents/players recruiting or discussing all-stars in such a 
manner as to lead the parent/player to believe they have been selected or made an all-star team prior 
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to the appointment of the All-star Manager and the review process/team selection.  It shall be the 
responsibility of the All-star Manager or his designee to communicate the team status.  It is the 
position of the Board that the All-star Manager’s son is automatically on the All-star team.   
 
The Managers of each team, based upon their knowledge of the players and the statistics of the 
players for that year, shall nominate players from their team to participate in an All-star Review. 

 
Coaches may submit their name for consideration to be All-Star manager for the appropriate age 
group.   At their discretion, division commissioners may have coaches within that division vote for the 
different candidates.  The final vote and approval is up to the board, but the information from the 
coach vote is available for informational purposes for the board.   
 
The approved Manager may not select his or her coaches until after the final selection of the players.  
Such coaches may be other Managers or rostered Coaches from the All-star Manager's own team or 
Coaches from the other teams in the league.  To reiterate, the Manager may not select Coaches until 
the player selection process has been completed (detailed below). 
 
The parents of the players selected for All-Star Review shall be required to sign a statement to the 
effect that they understand the following (see Appendix B): 
 

1) That their child has not yet made the team; 
2) That if their child is selected for the team he or she will be expected to participate 

during the summer months in scheduled practices and games; 
3) That if their child is selected they will be responsible for a registration fee in an amount 

to be determined by the Board, and such additional Tournament fees as determined by 
the Manager; 

4) That if their child is selected, he or she is not guaranteed as much playing time as 
other members of the team and that the Manager has discretion in determining the 
playing time of each team member. 

5) That composition of the team, the manner in which players are assigned positions and 
batting order, the conduct of each game, and the amount of each team member’s 
playing time is at the sole discretion of the Manager and Coaches, as delegated by the 
Manager. Each CWBR District All-star team’s goal is to advance as far as possible in 
Babe Ruth tournament play. The amount of playing time on a District All-star team will  
depend on the players’ contributions and abilities to achieve that goal. 

6) If a player chosen to a District All-star team resigns from the team before the end of the 
all-star tournament season, such player will be banned from playing on a CWBR all-
star team the following  year, unless the Board approves his resignation from the team. 

 
 
 
TEAM SELECTION 

 
CWBR will hold two all-star review sessions.  Nominated players MUST attend at least one of these 
two sessions.  These review sessions are similar to player reviews held at the beginning of the 
season with players tested in their skills for fielding, base running, hitting, pitching and catching.   
 
The Manager may have additional reviewers at the review sessions.  After compiling the information 
from the review, the Manager shall hold a meeting attended by the League Commissioner, All-star 
Commissioner and the Managers from the league.  At this meeting the Manager will make known his 
recommendation for players.  Although a consensus is not required, the opinion of the other 
managers shall be an important part of this process.  To stimulate comparative conversation it is 
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recommended that the other Managers also prepare a list of their top players.  Ultimately, the All-star 
Manager will have final authority on the composition of the team.  The Manager shall select a team of 
up to THIRTEEN (13) players. In Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth rules you may have up to 15 players on your 
roster submitted for district teams.  
 
The Commissioners of their respective divisions and the Board must approve the players and 
Coaches before submitting the CWBR rosters to Cal Ripken/Babe Ruth. Upon approval, all player 
rosters are final. Changes to the roster are not permitted.  Emergency changes may be considered 
but must be approved by the Board, All-star Commissioner and League Commissioner. 
 

It is important for All-star Mangers and Coaches to communicate with parents throughout the 
tournaments. Advise them of as much information as possible. 
 
Times of All-star Reviews will be approved by the Board.  If a team is selected prior to the end of the 
regular season, care must be taken not to impact regular season practice or game schedules. 
 
 
The CWBR Registrar will put together the District Binders that are to be signed by Registrar and 
League President.  This binder must be presented by the Manager to the Tournament Officials. 
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APPENDIX A 

 

Manager’s Responsibilities: 
 
The Board is very excited to have you as a manager and want you to know you have the support of 
our League.  We understand the time and commitment that it takes to accept this responsibility. You 
are the face and voice of the league to your players and their parents and it is greatly appreciated. In 
addition to the safety and teaching of baseball to your players, there are several other responsibilities 
that a manager has.  A “Team Parent” can assist in these duties, however the responsibility lies with 
the manager to make sure that League business is taken care of.  
 

1. As soon as your team is selected, call your players and introduce yourself and let all of them 
know how excited you are to have them on your team. They are all waiting for this call. Also let 
them know where and when the first practice will be. Introduce yourself to a parent and let 
them know you will be having a parent meeting at the first practice where you will give them 
most, if not all of the information they will need for the season.  

 
2. Produce an information packet for every member of your team to hand out at your parent 

meeting/first practice.  This packet should include phone numbers for you and your coaches, 
an outline of your goals for the season, your expectations for the players, the season 
schedule, your coaching philosophy, Crab Feed & Grizzlies Night information, a sponsorship 
form and a player roster/phone list for your team.  

 
3. At the first practice/parent meeting.  Meet all of your players and introduce them to the 

coaches.  Get them going on an activity to have fun and meet their teammates while you talk 
to the parents. 

 
4. Try to get a volunteer to be the “team parent” to help you with administrative responsibilities 

such as contacting players and parents, arranging transportation or coordinating your 
fundraising activities. 

 
5. Tell parents where and when all practices will be.  Always have a starting time and ending time 

so parents know when to pick up their kids.  Make sure you end practice on time. Never leave 
a child behind at the field!  Discuss with the parents the procedure that will be followed if 
they should forget or are late to pick their child. Work out all transportation problems or 
concerns at this time. 

 
6. When they become available, distribute your team uniforms.  All players are to play games in 

league issued uniforms and caps only. Shirts are to be tucked in at all times and hats on 
straight unless catching. Sponsors may not provide special items for their teams. In all 
levels except Rookies, players must return their jerseys at the end of the season to you. You, 
in turn, must return the jerseys along with all equipment issued to you back to your League 
Commissioner at the end of your season.  This is your responsibility, not only literally but 
financially.  All players must wear a protective cup or they will not play. Metal cleats or spikes 
are only allowed in the Babe Ruth Program. 

 
7. Attendance at practice. Inform your parents that attendance at practice and punctuality will 

affect playing time and position.  It is important that they know that this will be monitored. You 
should take attendance at each practice. 
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8. Select a scorekeeper. Make sure your scorekeeper in knowledgeable of the rules of baseball 
scoring and any special rules for the league.  You will need at least two scorekeepers.  As a 
home team you will keep both the Official Scorebook and you team scorebook. 

 
9. As a team manager you are responsible to participate in fundraising.  We try to make this as 

simple as we can but we must require that every team have a sponsor.  You are also 
responsible to provide a team donation “basket” to the Crab Feed Silent Auction.  A sponsor 
donation for the Crab Feed would also be appreciated. The team manager is also to facilitate 
the selling of Grizzlies Night tickets to their players and the player’s families.  These are all 
FUN things we can do to support the league, keep it going strong and keep registration fees 
down.  

 
This may seem like a lot to swallow but we want to promote consistency from team to team in how we 
operate.  Parents like nothing more than someone who takes an interest in their child and good 
communication.  You will find that the better you communicate with your parents, the more help you 
will get from them in all areas.  
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APPENDIX B – PARENTS ALL STAR ACKNOWLEDGMENT 
 
 

I have read and understand the following as it pertains to my child trying out for Clovis West Cal 
Ripken/Babe Ruth All Stars: 
 

1. That my child has not yet made the team; 
2. That if my child is selected for the team he or she will be expected to participate during the 

summer months in scheduled practices and games; 
3. That if my child is selected they will be responsible for a registration fee in an amount to be 

determined by the Board, and such additional Tournament fees as determined by the 
Manager; 

4. That if my child is selected, he or she is not guaranteed as much playing time as other 
members of the team and that the Manager has discretion in determining the playing time of 
each team member. 

5. That composition of the team, the manner in which players are assigned positions and batting 
order, the conduct of each game, and the amount of each team member’s playing time is at 
the sole discretion of the Manager and Coaches, as delegated by the Manager. Each CWBR 
District All-star team’s goal is to advance as far as possible in Babe Ruth tournament play. The 
amount of playing time on a District All-star team will depend on the players’ contributions and 
abilities to achieve that goal. 

6. If a player chosen to a District All-star team resigns from the team before the end of the all-star 
tournament season, such player will be banned from playing on a CWBR all-star team the 
following  year, unless the Board approves his resignation from the team. 

 
 
 
Parent/Guardian Signature _____________________________________ 
 
 
 
Date __________________________ 
 
 
 
 
Players Name  ______________________________________ 
 


