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Psalm 23 
  

The Lord is my shepherd,  
I shall not want. 

He maketh me to lie down in green pastures, 
He leadeth me beside the still waters, 

He restoreth my soul. 
He leadeth me in the paths of righteousness  

for his name’s sake. 
Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death  

I shall fear no evil, for thou art with me,  
thy rod and thy staff they comfort me. 

Thou preparest a table before me, in the presence of my enemies. 
Thou anointest my head with oil, my cup overflows. 

Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days 
of my life and I shall dwell in the  

house of the Lord forever. 

  



Dennis Maurice “Coach” Carter 
November 20, 1964 - February 14, 2016 

  
Welcoming Words & Scripture ..................................................... Paul Hicks 
  
Music     “Revelation Song” .................................................... Tricia Zody & 
 ....................................................................................... Carmen McCullough 
  
Recorded Videos .............................................................. Players and Coaches 

  
Impact of Coach Carter 

  
Fort Bend Texan Families ............................................................ John Stacy 
                                                                     
Fort Bend Texans Organization ................................................. Debbie Page 
  
90 x 99’ers Family ................................................................... Nelson Emery  
  
Carter Family Reflections with 
“Worthy” Picture Slide Show .................................................. Carmen Carter 
  
Music     “Shoulders” .............................................................. Tricia Zody & 
 ....................................................................................... Carmen McCullough 

  
“The Challenge Message” .............................................................. Paul Hicks  
  
Music    “Just Be Held” .......................................................... Tricia Zody & 
 ....................................................................................... Carmen McCullough 
  
Closing Prayer ................................................................................... Joe Page 
  

  
Fellowship in Foyer until 9pm 

  
  

 



 

Dennis Maurice “Coach” Carter was born to Velma 
Ree Carter and Fred Hughes on November 20, 1964 in 
Jackson, Mississippi and departed this life on Sunday, 
February 14, 2016, in Sugar Land, Texas. 
 

He professed his love for Christ at an early age and 
attended True Vine Baptist Church in Jackson, Mississippi. 
He was a selfless individual who spent his life giving back 
to the community and serving others. Dennis was known 
for his big smile, sense of humor and gentle spirit. 
 

He received his education in the Jackson Public School 
System where he excelled in baseball and football. Dennis 
was an exceptional student athlete, football star and had 
multiple opportunities to be drafted in baseball prior to 
graduation. He graduated from Calloway High School in 
1982 where he later received a baseball scholarship to 
attend Chipola Junior College in Marianna, Florida. Dennis 
was initially drafted by the Seattle Mariners in the 2nd 
round of the 1983 MLB June Draft. His professional 
baseball career began in 1984 after he was selected as a 
1st round draft pick by the St. Louis Cardinals. 
 

Dennis was committed to honoring God. He loved his 
mother and his family. In 1984, he met and married his 
soulmate Carmen Powell and from this union two love 
children; Sterling Maurice Carter and Joauna Zahn Carter 
were born. He was a hero to his children and did so much 
to create a life full of love and opportunity for them. He 
made a difference in the lives of others wherever he  
went, on and off the field, for more than 25 years. 
 

In 2007, Coach Carter was instrumental in establishing the 
Fort Bend Texans Sports Association, where he has served 
as the Director and Head Coordinator since its inception.  
 

Coach Carter brought Instructional League concepts used 
in professional baseball to the high school "select" level 
through the Fort Bend Texans. A Christian baseball 
organization established to develop and prepare each 
individual ballplayer with fundamentals and mechanics in 
hitting, fielding and pitching. He emphasized important 
personal character qualities he strongly believed young 
men needed to be successful in life. His mission statement 
was “Better baseball, better men.”  
 

In 2015, The Velma Carter Memorial Scholarship Fund was 
established in honor of his mother to defray the expenses 
for economically disadvantaged players, both in the  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Houston area and his hometown of Jackson, Mississippi. 
He sponsored players with financial needs and required 
them to complete community service and maintain their 
grades in order to be eligible for scholarship funds. In 
2016, the first two graduates of the program, one of 
whom is a graduate of his alma mater (Calloway High 
School), received scholarships to play baseball at the 
collegiate level. 
 

The baseball field was his pulpit and developing talent 
was his ministry. His legacy includes thousands of young 
men; many of whom have gone on to play baseball at the 
collegiate and professional levels. Through their own 
testimonies, have become more productive citizens in 
society as a result of Coach Carter’s commitment to honor 
God, his love and passion for baseball and vision to help 
take youth sports to a new level. He was a trailblazer who 
produced one of the first female baseball pitchers at the 
collegiate level.  
 

We give praise to God for the life of our loved one, coach, 
friend, mentor and true servant of God. He allowed 
himself to be used as an instrument of faith to thousands 
of people and we will be forever grateful for the time we 
shared with him. 
 

On the morning of February 14, 2016, Heaven must have 
needed another sweetheart, so God called him home. He 
will be deeply missed and forever in our hearts. Awaiting 
his arrival in Heaven is his mother, Velma Ree Carter; his 
sister, Bobbie Butler; three nephews, Levesta Carter II, 
Derrick Carter, and Vincent McAlister; and one niece, 
Velma S. Carter.  
 

He leaves to cherish his loving memories, his soulmate, 
Carmen M. Carter; two loving children, Sterling and 
Joauna Carter all of Richmond, Texas; seven brothers: 
Major Stapleton, George Carter, Sr., Carlis Carter and 
Larry Carter all of Jackson, Mississippi; Levesta Carter of 
Durham, North Carolina; Melvin Carter of Hemet 
California; and Anthony Anderson of Gulfport, Mississippi; 
eight sisters: Mabel Adams, Jaqueline Prophet, Colleen 
Shepard, Gloria Carter, Janice Walker, Andra Turner 
(Jermaine) and Donna Hughes-Clincy all of Jackson, 
Mississippi; and Patricia Sutton (Kenneth) of Byram, 
Mississippi and a host of other relatives, friends and his  
extended family - The Fort Bend Texans Sports Association  
and Supporters.  
 
 



 



“Better baseball, better men.” 
The Fort Bend Texans 
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