Quabbin Valley Over-28 Baseball League 
Minutes from 2/12/23 Meeting at Hangar Pub & Grill in Amherst taken by Brett Constantine.
15 total members in attendance; 12:05pm call to order by Greg S.

Since Eric resigned by group text in Jan, and since he didn’t call one, there was no end-of-season meeting last year.

President’s report, given by Acting President Greg S:
On jan 9th Eric (President) resigned. I have been in touch with Ed P. and Tim Sigda (who also resigned as Secretary of the league). Will get registration open and website set up. Once teams are finalized, we can finalize schedule. 

Vice President’s report, given by Greg S:
I do a lot of website stuff, but Tim S set stuff up and I will have to learn how to do those things. Tim kinda was webmaster (taught Greg about putting in scores, etc...)

Treasurer’s report, given by Ed P:
· $64 already paid for 23/24/'25 domain 
· $4100 cash on hand
· insurance cost likely around  $700-800?  needs to be paid before season.  Actually, we paid $941 last year.
· balls, about $1200 for 14 dozen, scorebooks. Had to buy some extra baseballs last year, so may buy 16 dozen this year. 
· $15/mo for having BoA account [notetaker unclear on this point]

Secretary’s report: 
Greg S: Tim S had some physical materials, gave them all to Ed yesterday. 

Greg will go over w/Eric important things like insurance and field payments, etc. 

RULES: changes or clean-up
There was some discussion here, but it was tabled to talk about the teams first. 

Report from the teams regarding how many players plan to return:
Orioles: 13 definite players, probably a 14th, plus 3 reserves
Cardinals: 10 returning confirmed, Bob is coaching as of now, but might go reserve, (lost 3), Kaplan leaving team, but open to being on a team to make enough  or pool reserve on a given day. 
Tigers: Have like 12 returning, waiting to hear from Sean
Pirates: roughly half the team, nobody under 45, no pitchers, Riske may be a reserve, Andy probably the new manager (planning to)
Nationals: Greg S says: Eric took a lot of guys with him, believe like 5-6 will still want to play
Braves: not yet polled

We heard on Monday that a Valley Wheel team may want to come to our league. General feeling seems to be that we would welcome them.

Much discussion about what to do if we have 5 teams. General agreement to proceed as if we will get enough players for 6 teams. 

Brett C: we could say this is our end of season mtg to elect officers, etc instead of this being 1st mtg of year. 

Fields: 
Greg S: some fields raised prices. Do we want to consider other fields?
Steve: 2 easthampton fields, great to have together. 
Greg: Eric is AD at SHad, Andy our ump coordinator is on parks rec there. Want to avoid Beachgrounds if possible. 
Greg: Booster gone downhill, seems unfair that it’s the same price as Daley. 

Dates/deadlines for registering as a returning player to not enter draft:
Greg: I will get registration open this week by Friday, will email blast out to league, and post on Facebook as well. Do we want to set a date for returning players when must be registered? 
Draft for 4/16? Opening day 4/30? Decision: Open practice on 4/2/23 and draft the same day.  3/18/23 returning players must be registered (to avoid going in the draft).
Paul: How about a smaller payment at registration? Some people have lower incomes this time of year.   

Wood bats only? Proposal brought by Ed P. 
Ed P: Safer, way the game the is meant to played, can be expensive, but don’t break like toothpicks like people think, could buy a few for each team. 
General discussion including these comments: 
· Maybe there are people who would play if wood bat only, instead of metal bats allowed.
· Valley Wheel and us only leagues left with metal
· younger kids are using wood bats now, too
· bamboo bats don’t break and last years, wood bats are safer, I think you’d get more people in the league if move to wood only, it’s more like MLB, over-50 use wood only, and in general it’s more and more common
· Brother-in-law would pitch more, play more if wood bat only
· not totally opposed, but when we moved to -3 BBCOR people had already invested money in their bats they could no longer use, and that would happen again if we changed to wood-only.
Greg S: I was originally opposed based on financial basis, but we seem to have money to provide 3 bats per team, so I’m now neutral on this proposal. 
Paul: knows a guy who sells good bats that are technically 2nds. 
· play in Lowell metal bat league, what about people who want to play with metal bats? 
· might lose some players if we move to wood only
· what about some games each way? A compromise.
· Let’s talk to more players and ask them what they think between 3 options: metal/wood, wood only whole season, wood only 5 games 
Motion by Greg (Steve seconded): poll teams on those 3 options table this till next meeting 
MOTION PASSED

Steve: I like the idea of considering this the end of season meeting. 

Mike says he polled Cardinals already on the wood bat issue: 3 yes, 4 no, 2 either way. Bob in favor, thinks it will make games more competitive and lower-scoring. 

Kappy: only original member of the league still here; will be available as pool reserve this year. Will be 75 years old in July, but can still put the bat on the ball.

Paul: I think we should send an email blast with wording of the poll so everyone sees same thing. General agreement. Brett will draft wording by tomorrow for Greg to send out.

Pirates: say we don’t have enough, can we recruit directly?  Greg says ‘yes’. 
Tigers: Paul expressed concern about reserves being ringers and playing close to every week
There was some discussion about # of players a team has for a game before a manager can call reserves. 

Action items:
Table rules discussion to next meeting.
Table number of teams decision to next meeting, when we’ll have more information on returning players and registrations in general.
Fields: Motion to keep the same fields we’ve been using (the 2 in Easthampton plus South Hadley High School, and Beachgrounds if necessary) made by Ed (seconded by Steve) Motion passed by unanimous voice vote.
Table vote on wooden bats to next meeting after we get poll results.

Elections: 
Nominations open for President: Greg (nominated by Ed, Paul seconded) unanimous voice vote
Nominatoins open for Vice President: Paul (nominated by Greg, Ed seconded) unanimous voice vote
Nominations open for Treasurer: Ed (Greg nominated, Mike seconded) unanimous voice vote
Nominations open for Secretary: Brett (Greg nominated, Andy A seconded), unanimous voice vote
Andy rogers as ump coordination: no issues

Decision: Next meeting will be 3/19/23 (by Zoom? At Hangar in S Hadley?) 1pm? 

Steve: MLB rule extra inning runner rule, would like to get rid of it. Suggestion: we’ll wrap that in with rules discussion at next meeting.
Paul: allow 1-2 exceptions to age rule (no pitching under the usual age). 
· Kappy: thinks terrible idea
· Mo: did we get any 28-30 year olds last year? 
· (1-2 last year in the league, 2 more this year on Cardinals)

Brett will write language for poll (including important rule change possibilities besides the actual poll of wood bats)

Greg will open registration by Friday, and codes for reserves will be distributed. 

Move to adjourn. 2nd. No objection. 

