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 We are pleased to be in the final 
semester of our 4-year modernization 
project. Given that this is also my 
fourth year at Burlingame High 
School, I am truly looking forward to 
campus life beyond construction. That 
being said, Kitchell Construction 
Management has done an excellent job 
keeping our project on track and 
minimizing disruptions to our students 
and staff. The renovations to the Main 
Building will be completed this spring, 
and the building will be ready for 
students and staff for the start of next 
school year. We will soon be 
scheduling a ceremony for the grand 
reopening of our Main Building in the 
early Fall.  
 Our decision to pilot the seven 
period day this year has provided our 
students with many new options 
including a number of new elective 
and academic support courses. On 
March 9th, our district’s school board 
approved funding for a seven period 
day at all schools starting next year. 
We are in the fortunate position of 
having piloted the seven period day 

this year and will be building on our 
year of experience.  
 International Week in March was a 
great success. We celebrated the 
diversity of our student body through a 
student speaker panel, an international 
music game show, a fashion show, a 
food faire, a thought provoking guest 
speaker and even our very own BHS 
world cup soccer tournament. Thanks 
to our teachers, Alicia Gorgani, Steve 
Mills, David Kimura and our wonderful 
student leaders in Human Relations 
Commission, Leadership/ASB and 
Student Impact Team who planned 
such a great week. 
 We successfully completed our 
school self-study process with positive 
and constructive feedback from the 
accreditation committee that visited our 
school in early March. The committee 
visited all of our classrooms and met 
with staff, parents, students and 
community members in a variety of 
meetings during their four-day visit. 
The committee will submit their report 
to the commission that oversees 
accreditation in the western region of 
our country. The commission will make 
the final determination of the length of 
our next accreditation term, which we 
will then share widely with our school 
community.  
 In closing, I would like to share 
with you the list of school wide 
strengths that the accreditation 
committee shared with us at the 
conclusion of their visit. 
 
• BHS has a highly dedicated and 

professional instructional and support 
staff 

• The staff’s sense of commitment to 
improve the school’s instructional and 
support programs on behalf of students  

• The numerous stakeholder groups of 
Burlingame High School for presenting 
an honest, open self-study and engaging 
in open dialogue with the visiting 
committee 

• The commitment of the BHS students to 
academic and athletic excellence and to 
the overall BHS community 

• The staff and students are focused on 
instructional excellence, despite the 
ongoing major renovations of the 
physical plant 

• The unwavering and substantial parental 
support of all BHS programs 

• The school’s leadership structure is 
clearly delineated and includes a variety 
of stakeholders 

• San Mateo Union High School District’s 
establishment and support of the seven-
period day. 

 
 Our visiting committee recognized 
what is clearly evident everyday at our 
school; we have excellent and dedicated 
staff, students and parents. They also 
reminded us that any effective school 
must continue to seek improvement and 
that we are doing just that. In their 
critical areas for follow up for our 
school, they validated our newly 
established school goals and requested 
that we further integrate the development 
of a positive school climate for all 
students and the work of our teaching 
teams into our action plan to meet our 
school goals. 
 Part of what makes BHS such a great 
school community is the support of our 
alumni. In fact, many of our existing 
students have parents, grandparents and 
even a few great grandparents who 
attended BHS. Our active Alumni 
Association is a wonderful aspect of our 
school support network. Thank you 
alumni for your continued interest in the 
success of Burlingame High School. 
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 Even though Burlingame High 
School is a public school, it has the aura 
of a private school with a faculty second 
to none, an athletic program that excels 
and parents who desire the best for their 
children. 
 Again this February, the merchants, 
restaurants and parents group put on their 
annual “Taste of the Town” event. This 
year over $100,000 was raised for school 
needs. Each semester the teachers and 
parents meet to determine where the 
funds are needed most. It may be for 
newer computers, projectors, tools, 
videotapes and even comic books to aid 
particular students. The dollar amount 
requested usually exceeds $100,000, but 
the Burlingame High School Parents 
Group (BHSPG) along with other 
contributing associations come close to 
meeting  requests. 
 

 
 This coming November your Alumni 
Association is planning two events.  The 
first will be the fourth  annual BHS 
Alumni/Faculty luncheon (Burlingame 
Bash) on November 4, 2006 at the Elks 
Club in San Mateo. This is a good time to 
get your class together. Last year the class 
of 1948 had two tables. 
 The second event will be the Athletic 
Hall of Fame Award Ceremony and 
breakfast. After the ceremony the 
inductees will be introduced at the 
“Little-Big” game. A section of the 
bleachers will be reserved for alumni, the 
inductees, their families and friends.  
 

 

 This edition begins a new era for the 
Postscripts. Judy Falk Chiasson ’59 has 
volunteered to be your new editor. We 
thank Angie Dunbar for all the time and 
energy she put into this publication. So, 
“Happy Trails to You”, Angie. 
 

 
This is a list of those who have joined since the 
last issue of Panther Postscripts. 
 
‘36 - Lesle Johnson Wenzel  
‘40 - Lorraine Johnson Cipperly  
‘42 - Mel C. Collom  
‘43 - Aloysius J. Doyle  
‘43 - William J. Garrity 
‘43 - Beth Wisnom Remington  
‘46 - Gloria Muncey Fourie  
‘46 - Roberta Hutto Girdler  
‘47 - Robert G. Bull  
‘48 - Frank P. Fairchild  
‘48 - Robin Haseltine Robinson  
‘48 - Laurie Behrens Vavuris 
‘49 - Marlene DeTata Halligan 
‘49 - Jane Bartlett Hillman  
‘49 - John J. Skillman  
‘49 - Joan Mount Taylor 
‘51 - Robert E. Ahrens  
‘51 - Barry J. Goyette  
‘52 - Carl F. Roepke  
‘53 - William L. Bailey  
‘53 - Beatrice Maude Crawford 
‘53 - Leslie T. Jackson  
‘53 - Roger L. Johnstone  
‘53 - John R. Ruberg 
‘55 - Elva Ledwith Hoogner  
‘56 - Shirley Glasbrenner Boezinger  
‘56 - Susan Naylor Bruntz  
‘56 - Robert M. Smith 
‘56 - Theodore F. Smith  
‘57 - Sharon Morrison Chase  
‘57 - Steve L. Dunn  
‘58 - Donna Crawford Fairfield 
‘58 - Verdell Anselmo Van Bergen 
‘58 - Linda Peterson Webb 
‘59 - Warren G. Roberts  
‘60 - Ann Benninghoven Hammond  
‘60 - Harold M. Elliott  
‘60 - Nancy Paden Seda  
‘61 - William D. Burrows 
‘61 - Janette Cain Creager  
‘61 - Heather Harrison Kay 
‘61 - John A. McMurdie  
‘62 - Kent C. Lauder 
‘62 - Chuck B. Paine III  
‘63 - Jon M. Athey 
‘63 - Lynne Myers Klimmer  
‘63 - Linda Burszan Lessa  
‘64 - Bradford M. Corey  
‘64 - Peggy Layer Corey  
“64 - David H. Dennick 

‘64 - Linda Schilbe Mulherin  
‘64 - Denis C. Spanek  
‘65 - Janice Flowers-Sonne 
‘65 - Janet Morrison Mendelson  
‘65 - Martha Sherwood Weiss 
‘65 - Ingrid H. Woods 
‘66 - Andree Harmon Linderman  
‘66 - Gary D. Newgard  
‘66 - Lauren Thompson Redmon 
‘67 - Richard Athey 
‘67 - Monica Prendergast Ryan  
‘68 - Deborah Cole Cortese  
‘68 - Nicholas M. Themelis  
‘69 - Kathleen Slade Fuller 
‘69 - Patricia Rafferty Boyle  
‘70 - Joanne Antosik Ashenfelter  
‘70 - J. Bryant Cockcroft  
‘70 - Jeff S. Hoelscher  
‘71 - David N. Cockcroft  
‘72 - George H. Cope  
‘72 - George V. Elliott  
‘72 - Vivianne Thompson Ratinoff  
‘73 - Barbara Ingold Gooding 
‘74 - Michael C. Glafkides  
‘74 - Daniel Wohlfeiler  
‘75 - Hugh E. Williams    
‘79 - Ann Marie Lavelle Chisam 
‘86 - Jennifer Beardsley Chambers  
‘00 - Amy A. Turner  
 

 
When submitting the name of someone who has 
recently passed away, please give the date if 
possible. Thank you. 
 
‘25 - Kathryn Schuck Robertson White 03/05 
‘26 - Maxine Stowell Tell  12/05 
‘27 - Beulah Elfving Raines  01/06 
‘29 - Betty Blodget Hay  11/03 
‘30 - Margaret Grundy Ginner  *** 
‘31 - Kenneth Smith  *** 
‘33 - Robert Brockhouse  11/05 
‘34 - Edward “Ed” Denny  11/05 
‘35 - Maude Beggs Taylor  10/05 
‘36 - Betty Smith Buckwalter 11/05 
‘36 - Madeline Pantaleoni Smith 03/06 
‘37 - Helen Early Hoffman  02/06 
’37 - Beatrice “Bea” Clark  *** 
‘37 - June Tice Denny  01/02 
‘37 - Charles Smith 07/05 
‘37 - Jerome “Jerry” Salomon  *** 
‘38 - Helen Garrott Lee 10/92 
‘39 - Barbara Dessin Day 11/05 
‘39 - Earl F. Schmidt, Jr.  12/05 
‘40 - Donald “Don” Jones  01/06 
‘41 - Betty Heermann Armentrout  *** 
‘41 - Charles L. Cross D.D.S. 11/05 
‘41 - Eileen “Molly” Coel Hartley 12/05 
‘41 - Dorothy Beggs Holbrook  08/05 
‘41 - Arnold R. “Arnie” Pedersen  12/05 
‘42 - Connie Grapen Frigault  08/05 

BHS Alumni Association 
Co-President Carl Kuhe (l) 

Co-President Mike McQueen(r) 

Mark Your Calendar 

Life Memberships 

In Memoriam 
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‘42 - Barry McDonnell  01/01 
‘42 - Eliza Houston McDonnell 01/06 
‘42 - Richard “Dick” Wyman, Jr. 01/06 
‘44 - Jacqueline Millet Olson  08/98 
‘44 - Dorothy Powell Rogers  12/04 
‘44 - Dorothy Azevedo Scropiniti  01/05 
‘45 - Gloria Jones Buckley *** 
‘46 - Donald R. Hardy  12/97 
‘48 - Barbara King Peterson  12/05 
‘49 - Gay Wilson Avila  05/05 
‘49 - Mary Lou Hansen Reed  09/05 
‘49 - Barbara Eppinger Siciliani 01 /06 
‘50 - Philip C. Monahan 03/82 
‘51 - Dorothy Butler Pederson  07/02 
‘53 - Robert Alan Bloomseth  10/04 
‘53 - Susan Haman Hill  04/02 
‘56 - Nancy Harris Schaake Sykes 2005 
‘56 - Linda Joan Leigh Geppert  03/06 
‘57 - Sheila Sargenti Boyle  02/06 
‘57 - Robert Dillon  09/05 
‘57 - Linda Sagerdahl Goldman  05/05 
‘58 - Steve Huss  09/05 
‘63 - Leonard “Len” Studinger  01/05 
‘68 - Joanne Freilich Mangels  07/04 
‘71 - Jean Bruni Wallace  10/05 
‘78 - Charles V. “Charlie” George  11/05 
Wayne L. Taylor, Ret’d AthleticDir  11/05 
*** No date given 
 

 
Frank Rogers – In memory of Dorothy 
Powell Rogers 1944 
James A. Reed – In memory of Mary 
Louise Hansen 1949 
‘28 - Emmet Hayes 
‘41 - Bill and Joan Selby Bardet 
‘46 - Robert J. Clark 
‘50 - Joseph “Joe” Carboni 
‘54 - John McRoberts 
‘55 - 50th Class Reunion 
‘57 - Joyce Crichton Preston 
‘78 - Kendall Swisher 
 

 
 Don Rones ’34 sent an article about 
Howard Stern ’32 that was clipped 
from a 1942 newspaper. The headline 
reads: “Gen. Marshall Lauds S.M. Boy as 
Air Hero”. The article continues: “First 
Lieut. Howard L. Stern, 26-year old San 
Mateo flying officer who was killed in 
action October 11 in the Southwest 
Pacific, died a hero’s death in a battle 
with Japanese planes over Guadalcanal, 
during which he brought down at least 
one enemy craft. An eyewitness account 
of Lieut. Stern’s gallant action was given 

to a friend of the family by a fellow flyer 
in Honolulu. Lieut. Stern was one of 
several American flyers who took off 
from Henderson Field on Guadalcanal to 
intercept a formation of Japanese 
bombers intent on bombing the American 
Solomons stronghold the day of October 
11. In the ensuing battle Lieut. Stern was 
credited with shooting down a Nipponese 
bomber, and possibly a Zero fighter. One 
of the Japanese fighters escorting the 
bombers then got on the tail of Lieut. 
Stern’s fighter and set it afire. Stern, 
flying at low altitude, bailed out. He was 
not high enough for the parachute to 
break his fall, however, and the American 
pilot was killed when he struck the water. 
A crash boat put out from Guadalcanal 
Island and recovered his body. He was 
buried in a soldier’s grave on 
Guadalcanal. Lieut. Stern had been in the 
Southwest Pacific area for nine months 
previous to his last action. His name was 
included in the war department’s official 
casualty list of 145 United States soldiers 
and officers who were killed in action or 
died of wounds. He was a former San 
Mateo Junior College and Burlingame 
High School star athlete, and was a 
member of the army air force officers’ 
reserve when called to active duty.” 
(Note: Howard Stern was inducted into 
the BHS Athletic Hall of Fame on May 
25, 2002. While at BHS, he was an all-
around athlete, president of the Block “B” 
Society and earned a total of 12 Block 
B’s. He starred in basketball, tennis, golf, 
track and baseball.) 
 

 
 Our 2005 BHS Alumni Scholarship 
was presented to Eric Anderson 
Showen ’05 who is the son of Mark 
Showen ’73. To apply for this 
scholarship, the student must be the son, 
daughter, or grandchild of a BHS Alum. 
Eric wrote to us: “Thank you for honoring 
me with your scholarship. I am very 
grateful to receive some financial 
assistance for my college education, and I 
feel fortunate to have been selected 
amongst a number of worthy candidates 
for your scholarship. The benevolence of 
the Alumni Association is characteristic 
of the kindness and generosity I have 
observed. 

 

 
 Two students from Burlingame High 
School, Douglas Bojack and Alec 
Bottrell, will be attending this year’s 
session of Boys State held on the campus 
of California State University in 
Sacramento from June 17 - 24. The BHS 
Alumni Association and a trust fund set 
up by Burlingame American Legion Post 
163 are sponsoring them. 
 The California Golden Boys State 
Program is now in its 69th consecutive 
year. Boys who attend are juniors in their 
respective schools. They will spend a 
week being educated in the duties, rights 
and responsibilities of American 
Citizenship. While in Sacramento they 
will be separated into individual cities 
and political parties. They will run for 
various offices and propose their own 
laws, rules and regulations. The highest 
office attainable is Boys State Governor. 
Those in charge of the program are 
known as Counselors. They are men 
(including doctors, lawyers and 
businessmen) who by experience know 
the structure and functions of City, 
County and State Government. At the 
conclusion of the program two boys will 
be selected to attend Boys Nation, a 
similar program on a national level held 
in Arlington, Virginia. 
 Of the approximately 950 boys in 
attendance, 19 are from San Mateo 
County. Richard Dunbar, a 1949 graduate 
of Burlingame High School, is the San 
Mateo County Boys State Chairman. 
 

 
 On Saturday, November 5, 2005, the 
Annual BHS Alumni/Faculty Luncheon 
was held at the San Mateo Elks Lodge. 
We were encouraged by the turnout we 
had this year. Matt Biggar, the principal 
of Burlingame High School, gave us an 
update on the progress of the construction 
at the school. Hopefully by fall of this 
year the main building will be ready for 
occupancy. We honored Vic Mangini at 
the luncheon for his work at the school 
and in the community, and gave him an 
87th  birthday party with  cake for all to 
enjoy. This year’s luncheon will be held 
on Saturday, November 4, 2006. Be sure 

Donations 

Howard Stern Class of 1932 
Remembered 

BHS Alumni Scholarship 

Boys State 

BHS Annual Alumni/Faculty 
Luncheon - 2005 



 
4

to mark your calendar and join us for 
lunch. We always have a great time 
socializing with our BHS friends! If you 
would like to attend, please submit the 
form on page 9 of this newsletter. 
 

 
 The Burlingame High School 
Athletic Booster Club has, for the past 
three years, sponsored a Golf Tournament 
on the second Monday of October. Last 
year it was held at the Green Hills 
Country Club in Millbrae. All proceeds 
went to the BHS sports program. Your 
president, Mike McQueen, attended the 
event. The coaches and Boosters have 
asked for our support in this worthy 
cause. For more information, please 
contact Carl Serrato, the president of the 
Boosters, at 1633 McDonald Way, 
Burlingame, CA 94010 – (650) 697-1996. 
Mark your calendar and support this 
worthy cause. 
 

 
NEWS FROM THE BHS CLASS OF 1955  

FIFTY YEARS OUT THE DOOR! 
 

 The classmates of BHS '55 have 
always been a close-knit group. The 25th 
Reunion was a real biggie, followed by a 
32nd, 40th, 45th, and (last year) our 
golden anniversary. The 32nd reunion 
was a hoot. At that time we were all also 
celebrating our 50th birthdays. And, at 
that reunion, two of our classmates, 
Barbara (Duncan) Hewitt and John 
Basye, were married! The champagne 
flowed freely. More recently, classmates 
Jain (Fairfax) and Mike Langston were 
married. A very close class, indeed! Part 
of the glue of this togetherness has been 
the internet with its e-mail and our own 
class website, a collection of 
memorabilia, yearbook senior photos, and 
current photos.  So when it came time to 
plan the 50th reunion, a cadre of Bay Area 
classmates eagerly gathered in August of 
’03 to begin deliberations. Barbara and 
John accepted the job of co-chairpersons 
and we were off and running. We put 
together an ambitious outline of festivities 
and set to work. Held in October 2005, 
the Reunion main events were a Friday 
night standup dinner party at the 

Burlingame Rec Center. Memories of all 
those gatherings and dances at the Rec 
Center were very nostalgic. On Saturday 
morning, BHS docents provided tours of 
the new classroom buildings and athletic 
facilities on campus. It was funny how 
those desks have shrunk in size over the 
past 50 years. And we oohed and aahed 
over how good the students have it today. 
At lunchtime, ad hoc luncheons by 
'grammar school attended' were enjoyed 
by all.  
 While the weekend was far from 
over, the Saturday evening banquet at the 
Burlingame Embassy Suites Hotel was 
the big hit. Guests were greeted by a sea 
of hand-made floral table centerpieces, 
white tablecloths contrasted with red 
napkins, souvenir coffee mugs and 
programs, and assorted other goodies. A 
photographer was hired to photograph 
each classmate and guests. And group 
photos by grammar school abounded. 
When the evening was over, all the digital 
photos were downloaded to a laptop. 
Then, classmate Ron Winter and his son, 
Scott, created a digital slide show on 
DVD that was mailed to everyone in our 
class. Sunday morning offered a brunch at 
the Redwood Shores home of Ted and Pat 
Treu. It was a time for goodbyes and hugs 
and expectations of meeting again in 
another five years. The reunion 
committee must have done something 
right, as the 'kudos' kept pouring in 
offering congratulations for a Fabulous 
Fiftieth. When all the shouting was over 
and the bills were paid, the committee 
met one last time to consider one last 
order of business: what to do with the left 
over money in the treasury. After much 
discussion, the money was donated to the 
BHS Alumni Association, split 50/50 to 
the Scholarship Fund (for deserving 
scholars who have a parent or 
grandparent who is a BHS grad) and to 
the Endowment Fund which provides 
grants benefiting BHS. Either way, it is 
money well spent. (Committee photo on 
page 10.) 
 
 The Class of 1986 will be having its 
20th Reunion Celebrations over the 
weekend of November 10, 2006.  We'll 
have a Meet and Greet on Friday, 
November 10th, enjoy the Little Big 
Game on the 11th at 11am at BHS, and 
enjoy an evening out.  Then on Sunday, 
the 12th, we'll be arranging a Class 
Picnic for families to get together and 

have fun at a park!  For more 
information, please contact Esther 
Emergui Gillette at 415-412-6398, or via 
email at e.emergui@gmail.com. 
 

 
 A date and time have been 
established for a reunion of former 
Peninsula semi-pro baseball players. The 
event, organized by Burlingame’s John 
Ward, is set for May 19 at the San Mateo 
Elks Lodge. Anyone who played semi-
professional baseball from Daly City to 
Palo Alto from 1940 to 1975 is invited to 
attend. The post-World War II period is 
regarded as the heyday of the sport in San 
Mateo County and the West Bay region 
generally. For reservations, call Ward at 
(650) 342-0683. 
 

 
 For the first time in history, the 
varsity girls volleyball team made the 
semifinals in the Central Coast Section 
(CCS). The team’s only defeat in the 
league was the team’s first match against 
Mills on September 22. The girls 
redeemed themselves however by 
challenging Mills again and ending up 
with the victory. The close and intense 
game brought winning success and earned 
them their spot at first place. 
 After a gratifying season, the girls 
continued to CCS with a first place spot 
in the Ocean Division League. The 
Panthers won their first round of CCS 
against the Harbor High Pirates. The 
opposing team offered challenges and 
won the first game. The Panthers came 
back winning the second game 25-22, and 
did the same in the third match. Seniors, 

BHS Athletic Booster Club 
Golf Tournament 

Class Reunions 

Former Peninsula Semi-pro 
Baseball Players Reunion Set 

BHS Sports Review 
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Arianne Torres, with 4 blocks and 10 
kills, and Leilani Martin with 11 kills, 
helped to defeat their opponent as well. 
 The Panthers beat Branham and 
moved on to the semifinals. 
Unfortunately, the girls lost to 
Presentation High School of San Jose, 
which stopped them from continuing on 
to the finals of CCS. 
 Even though they did not continue on 
to the finals, the girls were still proud of 
their accomplishments.  (submitted by 
Amanda Koester) 
 

*** 
 

 Burlingame Panther athletes held 
their ground in league play this year, 
despite the loss of several key players to 
last year’s graduating class. Panther 
football ended their year with a 6-5 
record, qualifying for the CCS playoffs.  
The determined team suffered an 
unfortunate loss to top-seeded Los Gatos 
in the first round, ending their gratifying 
season. The highlight of the year was the 
24-23 win over San Mateo in the 78th 
annual Little-Big game. Senior Vince 
Riggio played a huge role for Burlingame 
on both sides of the ball. Riggio returned 
a punt for an 85-yard TD return, as well 
as kicking a 25-yard field goal. Junior 
Drew Campbell threw a touchdown pass 
to Rodney Hampton, giving Burlingame a 
24-0 lead at halftime. 
 In the second half, the Burlingame 
offense ran only 7 plays. In the fourth 
quarter, San Mateo ran the ball into the 
end zone on the opening drive, recovered 
an onside kick, and recovered a fumble, 
leading to two more Bearcat touchdowns, 
making it a 24-21 game. 
 With just over a minute left and San 
Mateo charging toward the potential 
game winning touchdown, Riggio came 
through in the clutch, intercepting the ball 
in the endzone. 
 Winter brought the end of football 
and the beginning of the highly 
anticipated basketball season. Varsity 
boys’ basketball finished 10-0 in league, 
clinching a playoff spot for CCS. 
However, in their second CCS game, 
after defeating Soquel 60-37, the team 
suffered a disappointing loss to Saint 
Ignatius, ending their spectacular season. 
Led by seniors Casey Sturan, Troy 
Kalbhenn and Vince Riggio, the team was 
proud of their accomplishments, 

especially going undefeated in regular 
season play. (submitted by Carlo Acenas). 
 

 
Blanche’s Corner 

Alumni Update 

 
Blanche Dibelka Duffey 

 
 

30s  Harry Miller ’30 writes: “Just a 
note to say I am still going strong at 92. 
It’s been a long time since I graduated 
and glad to receive your bulletins. 
Thanks.” 
 LaVerne Custer Ball ’36 says: I 
enjoy the news. I’ve been living here in 
Marin since 1947 – never want to move! 
A widow now, but my son, Greg, lives 
with me. 
 Lorraine Neely Barry ’36 writes from 
Palo Alto: My dear neighbor of over 40 
years, Betty Smith Buckwalter ‘36, died 
recently. Both she and her brother, Justus 
K. Smith ’40, graduated from BHS. We 
had a lot in common besides BHS and we 
shall miss her a lot. On December 18, 
2005, my husband, Dick Barry (Stanford 
BS, MA) and I celebrated our 63rd 
wedding anniversary. We were married at 
Stanford Memorial Church and did a big 
renewal of vows for our 50th in 1992. 
Over the years we lived in 9 states and 
Hawaii when it was still a territory. We 
have been in our present home 40 years 
and enjoy our life here. 
 C. Estelle Thomas Brown ’37 writes: 
Still hanging around. Been a widow for 
11 years – had a great 52 years together – 
two fine sons and three granddaughters. 
My dear friends keep me on the go. We 
love the Indian Casino. Betty Courter 
Wilcox ’37 passed away about 2 years 
ago. Love the newsletter. 
 Edward Sorensen ’37: At the time of 
the bombing of Pearl Harbor (December 
7, 1941), Edward was working as a 
civilian employee of the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers in Honolulu, living – 
with his wife Ruth – at Hickam Army Air 
Base. Ed and Ruth each returned to San 
Francisco on an original Pan-American 

Clipper; and Edward soon enlisted in the 
Navy. After World War II he worked in 
the Bay Area. He became a licensed 
mechanical engineer and worked for 27 
years for Kaiser Engineers, engaged in 
the design of hydro-electrical power 
plants. For 18 of those years he worked 
overseas: in London, England; in Ghana 
and Ivory Coast; and (for 8 years) in 
Brazil. Edward and Ruth now live in 
Issaquah, WA, near one of their 
daughters. They have two daughters, five 
grandchildren, and five great-
grandchildren. They enjoy the freedom of 
retirement and traveling with their 
children. 
 Margaret Sorensen Burke ’39 says: 
After graduating from BHS, I attended 
California School of Fine Arts (now 
called San Francisco Art Institute) in San 
Francisco and also Art Students League 
in New York. Following that, I worked in 
advertising and for publications in San 
Francisco, and then, for two years, in 
New York City, where I was assistant art 
director of an advertising agency. I 
returned to CA to marry Donald Burke, 
an engineer and fourth generation 
Californian. We made our home in 
Belmont, CA. When in my mid-thirties, I 
returned to school – to Stanford 
University, where I received bachelors 
and masters degrees. I then obtained a 
graduate fellowship for study in 
Scandinavia; and my husband and I lived 
for two years in Copenhagen, Denmark. 
Upon our return to the U.S., I became a 
Ph.D. student at the University of 
California, Berkeley – while also working 
as an architectural illustrator and at other 
art jobs. In time, I received a doctorate in 
Medieval Art/Architecture at U.C. 
Berkeley. Thereafter, a major project for 
me was for the DeYoung Museum in San 
Francisco: I was director of a study to 
determine whether it was feasible to 
reconstruct any part of a 13th century 
Spanish monastery (whose stones the 
museum owned) after the stones had been 
virtually destroyed by five fires. I found 
that only one of the major buildings could 
be reconstructed. The museum director 
and city fathers were enthusiastic, but no 
money was ever voted for the 
reconstruction. That one building is now 
being rebuilt at a monastery in northern 
California. Though I am now retired, I 
continue working on this project – writing 
on the history of the 13th century Spanish 
Monastery. I now live in Portola Valley, 
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CA, after living 50 years in Belmont; but 
Burlingame is still “home” for me!
 Earl F. Schmidt, Jr. ’39 passed away 
on December 29, 2005. Earl was a Scout 
Master who taught thousands of boys to 
be leaders during his 20 years as a 
professional Boy Scout. During the 1956 
Boy Scout Jamboree, he directed 100,000 
boy scouts. At BHS he was active in 
scouting and as a sophomore, became an 
Eagle Scout, with a bronze palm. During 
WWII, he served in the 8th Air Force, 
390th Bomb Group as a B-17 co-pilot. He 
attended Stanford University and 
graduated with a BA in Economics. His 
career included food processing, 
packaging and non-profit development. 
He was known for his commitment to 
non-profit organizations. He helped raise 
funds to build Christ Church in Portola 
Valley, where he served on the Vestry 
and as Senior Warden. Earl is survived 
by, Patricia, his wife of 58 years, his 
brother, Donald Schmidt ’42, one son and 
three grandchildren.  
 

40s  Hugh Salomon ’40 says: It has 
been a while, (quite a while) since I last 
wrote. Yet here I am and to say, first of 
all, I am doing well and happily living 
with my wife in Temple City, CA (near 
Pasadena). About a couple of years ago, 
my brother, Jerry Salomon ’37, passed 
away following an operation. His wife 
still resides in San Francisco, while his 
son lives in Oakland and his daughter in 
Walnut Creek. I have two daughters, both 
living in Southern California. In addition 
I have a grandson living in Chapel Hill, 
NC, while my granddaughter resides in 
Pleasanton, CA, where she is the proud 
mother of my great granddaughter. I am a 
part time retiree yet I keep busy doing 
Home Care work, which I find enjoyable 
and rewarding. Maybe someday my wife 
and I will journey to the Bay Area and 
spend some time visiting. 
 Robin Holbrook writes that her 
mother, Dorothy Beggs Holbrook ’41, 
passed away on August 20, 2005. 
Dorothy attended San Mateo Junior 
College and then worked at the 
Metropolitan Life Insurance Company in 
San Francisco. She enlisted in the US 
Navy Waves Corp on her 20th birthday at 
the start of WWII. She rose through the 
ranks to become a Chief Yeoman. After 
the war, she traveled the US while 
performing in live shows and on the radio 

with the Hormel Girls, a chorus and 
marching band of ex-service women. She 
attended UC Santa Barbara where she 
met and married Anthony Holbrook. 
They had two daughters, Robin and April, 
a son, Christopher, and three 
grandchildren. Dorothy’s sister, Maude 
Beggs Taylor ’35 died in October of 
2005. 
 Donald “Don” Schmidt ’42 sent an 
article that was printed by the “Grass 
Valley Rifle, Rod, and Gun Club”. We 
extracted the following information from 
the article: After graduating from BHS, 
Don enlisted in the U.S. Navy and 
became an Ensign Pilot. He transferred 
from active duty into the Naval Reserve 
in 1946. Soon after, he graduated from 
San Mateo Jr. College with an Associate 
of Arts Degree in Engineering. He was 
recalled to active duty in 1961 for one 
year. Don flew several different types of 
Navy aircraft – carrier-based prop-driven 
planes and early vintage jets. He retired 
from the navy in 1967 with 25+ years of 
service during which he attained the 
rank of Captain and was a squadron 
“skipper”. Don was tagged with the 
nickname “Schmidter”. He married 
Shirley Bartz in 1946 and the couple had 
three children; two of them now 
deceased. Don enjoys the company of his 
14-year old grandson, Stewart, attends 
most of his school sports events, and 
refers to the boy as a “real jock”. He was 
a volunteer fireman for six years and 
currently works with the Cancer Aid 
Thrift Shop in Grass Valley and 
contributes to the effectiveness of the 
Pink Lady program at a hospital. As a 9-
year employee of the Nevada County 
District Fair, he contributed to the 
development of young people of 4-H. He 
was recognized as GVRR&GC’s Man-of-
the-Year for 1986. He is a proud, active 
charter member of the prestigious PUPPY 
LOVE YACHT CLUB. “Don Schmidt is 
one of those rare individuals who by his 
mere presence inspires group 
cohesiveness and camaraderie.” 
 James A. Reed ’49 writes: It is with 
great sadness that I must report the 
passing of my lovely wife of 48 years. 
Mary Lou (Hansen) Reed ’49 enjoyed her 
years at BHS and kept up with her HS 
friends until the end. Present at her 
memorial were Jane Bartlett Hillman, 
also class of 1949 and William D. 
Edwards, the best man at our wedding in 
1957 and a long time resident of San 

Mateo and Hillsborough. Mary Lou 
enjoyed reading the Alumni Newsletter. 
 Roberta Hutto Girdler ’46 tells us: 
My sister and brother graduated from 
Burlingame – Robert Hutto ’36 and 
Dorothy Hutto Atcheson ‘38. 
 Barbara Eppinger Siciliani ‘49 
passed away on Jan. 3, 2006 at her home 
in Modesto, CA at age 74. She is survived 
by sister Marcella Eppinger Fleming '45, 
2 sons, and 1 daughter.  
 
50s  James Walz ’52 tells us: Jim and 

Marilyn Walz celebrated their 50th 
wedding anniversary in January 2006. 
They still live in Los Oswego, OR and 
spend about half their time at their second 
home in Bend, OR where they do a lot of 
horseback riding in the Cascades. 
 Bea Maude Crawford ’53 wrote: My 
BHS Alumni Newsletter arrived during 
the Thanksgiving weekend when my 
sister Betty Maude Janes ’63 and her 
husband, Eric, were visiting from 
Mancos, Colorado – the gateway to Mesa 
Verde National Park where she is 
Assistant Supt. Despite our 10 year age 
difference, we had a great time 
reminiscing on mutually known students, 
teachers, and activities. I’m still enjoying 
the flexibility of retirement life here in 
South Carolina. Besides keeping up with 
50 acres, four horses, and a cat, we often 
travel to see our children and 
grandchildren in Gettysburg, PA, 
Gaithersburg, MD, and Columbia, SC. 
We love to have visitors, so if anyone is 
in the area (The Master’s Golf 
Tournament is just across the river), give 
us a call. 
 John McRoberts ’54 writes: This is 
to bring attention to my sister Jeannette 
McRoberts Stroh class of ’58. I was four 
years her senior and watched her acquire 
fifty or so trophies in tennis. She 
belonged to the Peninsula Tennis Club in 
Burlingame and won state titles twice, 
including beating Billie Jean King whom 
she played often. She won her titles at age 
nine and later when she was sixteen. 
(Note: Jeannette passed away on January 
27, 2005) 
 Heiko Fette ‘56 writes to us from 
Bremen, Germany. “50 years ago I was 
an exchange student with AFS in 
Burlingame, CA. So many fond 
memories are renewed, of wonderful 
times with the dear Carr family, and 
loving thoughts to my ‘American 



 
7

brother’, Bill, who passed away much too 
early. I just got an invitation to the 
celebration of 50 years after graduation of 
my class at BHS”. Heiko hasn’t decided 
whether he will attend. He reports that he 
retired in March 2003 from his work at 
the university – 65 is the official retiring 
age in Germany. Shortly after retirement, 
he and his wife, Heidi, moved to 
Budapest, which had been their secret 
love for many years. Budapest was great. 
They were able to do all the things they 
had missed when they were on duty. They 
had access to fantastic concert halls, 
opera houses, thermal baths and beautiful 
surroundings and were able to hike in the 
mountains and forests. In October 2004, 
they moved back to Bremen. Their 
children were scattered all over and their 
large family home felt quite lonely with 
only two people. So, in January 2005, 
they moved into a newly erected 
retirement residence that is situated close 
to the centre of the city. Their windows 
look out into huge old trees and a lake. 
Heiko reports that they are in good health, 
but do not speak about minor diseases 
that come with progressing age. (He did 
have his right hip joint replaced with an 
artificial one last year.) They still like to 
travel: last year they visited Agadir, 
Morokko, Wales, Southern England, the 
Palatinate, Algarve, and Budapest.  
 Sue Corlett Barrera '57 writes: After 
25-years in Berkeley, last summer I 
moved to Santa Barbara and am happily 
living in paradise. I'd love to hear from 
any BHS alums in the area - or just 
passing through! My son, Miguel, who is 
a musician - drummer - lives in LA and I 
get to hear him perform more often now. 
I'm still helping folks get organized in 
their homes and offices. The rest of my 
time is spent investigating the town and 
its environs at the beach and in the 
mountains nearby. suebarrera@cox.net. 
 Donna Crawford Fairfield ’58 writes: 
I enjoy the Panther Postscripts and 
recognize the names of my classmates 
from 1954 (My sister is Anne Crawford 
Kemper ’54) through 1958 and beyond. 
My husband, John, retired from the Air 
Force in 1997 and is currently a Vice 
President with IBM as well as a 
consultant. We live about 35 miles 
outside of Washington DC and our 
daughter and her daughter are close by. In 
fact, our granddaughter (10 years old – in 
5th grade) stays with us during the week 
while attending school. We had a 

delightful trip to England and Ireland this 
summer to visit friends. Enjoyed a 
helicopter ride over the Irish countryside. 
 Sally "Katherine" Hirschberg 
Maxwell '58 writes: Dear friends … My 
book, "A Leg Up", has just been 
published, and is now available through   
BarnesandNoble.com and Amazon.com. 
In "A Leg Up: How I Learned to 
Horseback Ride Starting at Age 40", I tell 
the stories of my riding adventures from 
1981. It’s been a great ride. For a glimpse 
into more details, visit my website: 
www.a-leg-up.net. 
 Steve Huss ’58, once a news anchor 
for KGO Channel 7, died on September 
23, 2005. He reported at KGO from 1963 
to 1974 and also for KNBR, KRON, and 
KPIX. Steve covered the Angela Davis 
trial, the Patty Hearst kidnapping and 
Huey Newton’s Black Panthers. In 
1966, the Associated Press recognized 
him for his coverage of the Hunter’s 
Point riots. Along with his other 
activities, Steve acted with the Hillbarn 
Theatre and the Claypiper Theatre. He 
also helped the Belmont 4-H Club build 
its farm structures. 
 Betty Lubrano '59 writes: Holidays 
are a good time for friends from BHS and 
BIS days to touch base. In December, 
members of the class of ‘58 and ‘59, who 
have been having annual luncheons for 
more than 15 years, get together at 
Dominic's at Poplar Creek and catch up 
on families, old friends and jobs. (These 
gatherings began when Angie Lubrano 
was alive. We started by going to each 
other's homes.) During the luncheon we 
call Sharon Hellar Dilda ’59 (who lives in 
Oregon) and take turns talking with her. 
Attending last year's luncheon were Kitty 
Burns (a Mercy girl), Jo-Ellen Arnaudo 
Ellis ’58, Kay “Kiki” Arnaudo ’59, Betty 
Lubrano ’59, Pat Figueiredo Hume ’59, 
and Judy Falk Chiasson ’59. In past 
years, the group included the late Angie 
Lubrano ‘58, Kirsten Engstrom 
Scherman ‘59, Ann Rancelli Dave ‘59, 
and Arlene Marcucci. Nunziati’59  
 

 
l to r: Kitty, Kiki, Pat,Betty,Jo-Ellen and Judy 

 At the last gathering, a group of pals 
from the class of 1964 traded stories at 
another table. That group included Mike 
Dillon (a Serra grad), Fred McElhany ’64, 
Jack Gipe ’64, Len Lubrano ‘64, Steve 
Park, and Jamie Graham ’64. 

 
Standing: Steve and Jamie l to r: Mike , Fred, 
Jack and Len 
 

60s  Shelley Reid Jensen ’60 writes: 
I've come full circle from Burlingame, to 
SF, to Europe, back to Woodside, CA, 
then to Spokane, and now permanently 
back home in San Mateo. My travels have 
all been related to work -- professional 
violist in Belgium and orchestra 
teacher in CA and WA for 20 + years. I 
returned to the Bay Area in 1986, with 
my son, Scott, after 12 years in Belgium 
as a violist in the Koninglijke Vlaamse 
Opera, and married Ron Jensen ‘60. We 
had one daughter, Veronica, (Ronni, now 
18). In 1992, I left Woodside, CA where I 
had been Orchestra/Choral Director at 
Woodside School. I had accepted the job 
of starting the Strings program of West 
Valley Schools in Spokane, WA, became 
a part of the Spokane Symphony, and a 
grad student at Eastern Washington 
University. Ron and I divorced in 2000. 
My son, Scott, now 26, has his BA and 
Credential in Music Education, from U of 
I, and Masters in Cello performance from 
SF Conservatory. He is married to 
violinist, Aryn, formerly my favorite 
student and Concert Mistress of my High 
School Orchestra in Spokane. They are 
both teaching in San Jose, he at Castillero 
Middle School, and she at San Jose High 
School and Hoover Middle School. Both 
are Orchestra directors. I taught this year 
in Milpitas, as Strings and Band director. 
Ronni, my daughter, is moving to San 
Francisco early this summer, and will be 
attending SF State, where both Ron and I 
graduated. Ronni will probably be 
a Music Major, in vocal music and piano. 
John MacAllister, a former sweetheart 
from the 70's, and I are marrying this  
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June at the First Presbyterian Church of 
Burlingame. Ron Jensen is still located in 
Spokane. I am the sister of Mike Reid ‘56 
and Bruce Reid ’57. I’m hoping to 
connect with former classmates. I’m 
looking for Lynne McCall, Karen 
Magnuson, and JoAnne Hall. (If you have 
information about these people, please 
contact Jo-Ellen Ellis at BHS. Thanks) 
 Denis Spanek ’64 writes from 
Saratoga, CA: I graduated with Kathy 
Duffey (Blanche’s daughter who passed 
away) and have always been very close to 
the Duffey family. Blanche brings me up 
to date once in a while, and stressed the 
fact that we all should be supportive and 
communicative in our efforts to keep in 
touch. So, with that being said, and she’s 
absolutely right, … enclosed is my 
$100.00 Lifetime membership. Denis sent 
a note to his classmates: “All is well! 
Married to Shirley (Willard) Spanek from 
Woodside High School, class of ‘66. Met 
at San Jose State, graduated ‘69-‘70. 
Married now 32 years, three grown 
children (son, Sean, 29, Mortgage $ man), 
(daughter, Nicole, a Kindergarten 
teacher), (daughter, Lindsay, 23, a real 
estate agent at Spanek Realty) Denis and 
Shirley run Spanek Inc, a multi-faceted 
marketing Enterprise with various 
divisions that bring together all aspects of 
cultural life – food, wine, gourmet 
products, art, travel, real estate – an actual 
legacy followed through from Denis’ 
parents. We invite anyone to visit 
www.spanek.com. Catch up to us and say 
“hi”. I’d love to hear from you at 
Denis@Spanek.com. Last time I saw 
anyone was the 25 year reunion in 88. I 
ran into Don Lembi ‘64 recently and he 
didn’t know of any plans of getting 
together any time soon. I’m hoping some 
of the 64 class leaders step up and create 
something, 2004 was our 40th year. Let 
me hear from you. I’ll be glad to help. 
Even if it’s a simple gathering of old 
faces and friends, lets do something. It 
was great to see Don Lembi and catch up 
to some of you.” 
 Pete Torrey ’65 writes: Hi Folks, I'm 
a lifetime member who enjoys the 
newsletter.  Recently, I attended my 40th 
reunion and several names came up who 
should be considered for the BHS Sports 
Hall of Fame. I have been conversing 
over the Internet with the current BHS 
Track Coach, Matt Vaughn, who 
mentioned to me that the track records 
have been lost and  

are no longer posted in the gym.  I was 
the co-captain of the 1965 MPL 
Champion Panther’s track team.  I gave a 
copy of the track records (through 
1964) to the BHS principal or former 
principal at the 1998 75th anniversary.  
They were in the form of a booklet put 
together by 1965 Coach Carl 
Griepenberg that was buried in my 
parents' garage for 33 years. Sadly, I did 
not make a copy. These records 
apparently did not make it to the current 
coach who would love to use them to 
inspire today's athletes. I have vowed to 
try to reconstruct them by tracking down 
some of the alums who might have that 
information. If any of you have a copy of 
this booklet or have any information 
about the track history at BHS please 
contact me at: PeteTorrey@aol.com   or 
Coach Vaughn at BHS. I can be reached 
by phone at 925-476-2147. Thanks for 
your help. 
 Cindy Biggs Weiss ’66 writes:  My 
husband, Jeff, and I are now retired (me: 
a teacher of art/music K-8 – 33 years and 
he: contractor – computer consultant)  We 
are currently knee-deep in land 
restoration starting with our own 300 
acres in northern Siskiyou county.  We 
live off wind and solar power and are 
dedicated to teaching others a more 
sustainable life-style through numerous 
workshops we give.  We have a son, 
Peter, (prof. of atmospheric chemistry at 
UW) and a daughter, Jennifer, (probation 
officer), and 6 grandchildren!  Music is 
still strong in the family with our son who 
has cut several CDs in the Seattle area 
and 3 granddaughters who sing!  Hurray 
for the new music building at BHS!!  
 Monica Prendergast Ryan ’67 sent 
an article written by Yael Lubarr that was 
printed in Dance Magazine.  The article 
states that the Carnegie Performing Arts 
Center presented the Nutcracker Ballet in 
the Music Hall of the historic Andrew 
Carnegie Free Library in Carnegie, PA. 
“Monica Ryan, artistic director for the 
Performing Arts Center School and 
resident company, Ballet Forte, 
choreographed the production and directs 
a cast of more than 100 local children and 
adults.  Some of Ryan’s former students 
have gone on to perform with the New 
York City Ballet, San Francisco Ballet, 
and American Ballet Theatre.” 

70s  George Venturino ’72 says: Just 
wanted to report that a delightful time 

was had on a 4-day Baja cruise by Dave 
Higgins ‘73 and Kim (Godsey) Higgins 
‘72, Cheryl and Mark Rutherford ‘72, 
Sandy and Jeff Scott ‘71, Donna 
(Coughlin) ‘72 and husband Mark, Jan 
(Godsey) ‘70 and husband Al, Shauna 
and George Venturino ‘72, and Steve 
Lindholm ‘72. We might make it an 
annual event!  
 Marie Daubenmire Cape ’71 writes 
that she graduated from Burlingame High 
in 1971. She has lived in Granite Bay 
(east of Sacramento) since 1996. She 
lives with her husband, Randy, who is a 
retired attorney from Pacific Bell and her 
twin children, David and Katie who are 
15 years old. 
 Barbara Ingold Gooding ’73 writes: 
It’s been great to receive the Panther 
Postscripts over the years so I decided to 
become a Life Member. I am working for 
eBay in San Jose after spending the 
majority of my career as a Paralegal in 
law offices. I graduated from San 
Francisco State University with a BA in 
Anthropology. Prior to attending SF 
State, I received a Paralegal degree from 
Canada College in Redwood City. I then 
joined Brobeck. Phleger & Harrison 
where I remained for the better part of my 
working life. I am married to Phil 
Gooding, who is a mechanical engineer 
for a start-up medical device company in 
Santa Clara. He is hoping this one will be 
the big success he’s been looking for. We 
live in Mt. View and love being within 
walking distance of downtown. For the 
past several years, I have been active with 
the American Association of University 
Women (Palo Alto branch). I’ve lost 
contact with all my friends from BHS. I’d 
love to hear from Donna Berka and Lisa 
Nesson. Is anyone planning for a future 
reunion? If so, I’d be happy to help. My 
email is barbgooding@yahoo.com. 
 Marta Montano Wright ’73 sent the 
following note: “Dear Friends: I am 
writing so through the Alumni Newsletter 
I can say hello to my friends, in the hope 
they will call me. I have been looking for 
Janice Lynn Antosik Holt forever. She 
helped me learn English, as I was fresh 
off the boat from Cuba. We were best 
friends and I thought it would be forever. 
Tina Bernhardy, Everett, Charlie 
Stimpson, Dana and his side kick, etc. 
you know who you are. I live in Santa 
Rosa, have a 16 year old named 
Benjamin, have a great husband and a 
most incredible Catering Company called 
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Champagne Taste (25 years). Life is 
great....call me (707) 544-4517. 
 Betsy R. Rosenthal ‘75 has a new 
book out called, It's Not Worth Making a 
Tzimmes Over! This is her second 
children's book and she continues to write 
essays, which have been published in 
various newspapers and magazines. She 
still lives in Pacific Palisades with her 
husband and three children and was very 
sad to have missed her class reunion, but, 
alas, she was in Italy with her family. 
 Joan Hanley ‘76 tells us that she now 
goes by Sabrina Hanley. She was 
supposed to graduate in 1977 but rushed 
thru in 3 years and graduated in 1976. “I 
went to Blackford in San Jose for my first 
1½ years, then my dad moved us up to 
Burlingame and I did my last 1½ years 
there. Loved it, loved the campus, the 
feeling, the trees. It was truly the 
wonderful times. I remember sitting in 
my car, ‘71 Dodge Demon, which I still 
have, and listening to the music on my 
lunch hours. Things were great then. 
Good times, good era. I remember Dom 
Pat who taught pottery. I know he retired 
a while ago because I ran into him at the 
COMPUTER class he was teaching – 
budget cuts, no one was interested in 
pottery any more. I also worked as an 
assistant with Jan Lewis, RN, the school 
nurse, who worked out of the gym office. 
What wonderful memories and wonderful 
people. God, I would sell my soul to go 
back and relive it. How sad it’s only 
memories. 
 Ann Lipscomb Dunsky, class of ’78 
(grad of ’77) is living in the Bay Area 
with her husband and filmmaking partner, 
Steven “Hanks” Dunsky. They have 
produced many documentary films 
together since meeting at UCLA’s Film 

School 25 years ago. Their latest film, 
“The Greatest Good”, will play on PBS 
stations across the country starting in the 
spring of 2006. 
 Ann Lavelle Chisam ’79: Ann is 
living in Chesapeake, Virginia with 
husband, Dr. Mark Chisam and their four 
children – Laura, a freshman at George 
Mason University, Michael, 16, Jackie, 
13, and Thomas, 9. Ann misses family, 
friends and California, but has wonderful 
memories of years at BHS. Hello to 
fellow alums! GO PANTHERS!!! 
 

90s  Greetings from the Med Sea! My 
name is Bryan “RJ” Roberts '91. I'm 
currently deployed as an F-14 Tomcat 
pilot aboard the USS Theodore 
Roosevelt, which means that I'm pretty 
far from home most of the time. I am 
currently in month 6 of my deployment 
with Carrier Air Wing 8. We have been 
flying combat missions in support of 
Operation Iraqi Freedom since 
September, but are currently making the 
slow trek home.  
 My primary job out here is the Head 
Landing Signal Officer for the Air Wing, 
where I guide the pilots in to land on the 
ship day and night. It's a very rewarding, 
challenging, and fun job keeping the 
pilots safe as they are trying to land their 
jets on a postage stamp while traveling at 
150 mph. I also get to fly the F-14 
Tomcat (jet made famous in the movie 
Top Gun), although this is the last 
deployment for the Tomcat as it is 
scheduled to be retired and replaced by 
newer aircraft later this summer. This has 
truly been a great deployment, though, 
and I am happy to be out here doing my  

part. I've enclosed two pictures as well. 
One is of me flying over the Persian Gulf  
recently, and the other as we transited 
through the Suez Canal on February 15, 
2006. 

 
Hope all is well back in Burlingame, and 
take care. 

  
 
 On October 19, 2005, Dyana Jean 
Kimball ’93 was awarded a Theatre Arts 
Masters of Fine Arts degree in Directing 
from Columbia University School of the 
Arts. Congratulations Dyana. We wish 
you success in all your future endeavors. 
 Theresa Anne Swain ’98 performed 
in “Irving Berlin’s White Christmas” at 
the Pantages Theatre in Los Angeles, 
CA in November and December, 2005. 
She went back home for about two 
weeks in January and then performed in 
another musical.

 
ALUMNI/FACULTY LUNCHEON 

The 4th Annual Burlingame High School Alumni/Faculty Luncheon will be held on Saturday, November 4, 2006 at the San Mateo Elks 
Lodge on 20th Avenue. Former students, faculty members, and spouses are invited to attend. No Host cocktails at 11:30am will be 
followed by a lovely lunch at 12:15pm.The cost is $20 per person. Contact Naomi Ziff Cissna at (650)593-5272 or complete this form 
and send it along with your check to BHS Alumni Association, Attn: Naomi, One Mangini Way, Burlingame, CA 94010. The deadline for 
reservations is October 31, 2006. 
 
Yes, I will attend the fourth annual BHS Alumni/Faculty Luncheon on November 4th at the San Mateo Elks Lodge.  My check for $20 per 
person is enclosed. 
 
Name              Maiden Name       
 
Address         City    St. Zip   
 
Years at BHS       Phone        email        
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Roger Redig ’48 sent this photo of Vic Mangini’s first track team at BHS 
which was taken on April 26, 1946. 

 

 
 

Back row:-Hugh Sasseen, Dick Righter, John Mathews, Tom Giles, Wiedemann, Tom Taggert, Jack O’Brien, Clayton Westbay, Roger Redig; 4th 
row-* Mchugh, , Dave McKean, Gil Strafford, *, *, Bob Manning, *, Bruce McMurray; 3rd row-Don Stewart, Carl George, Skip Scriven, *, *, Fran 
Pecera, Walt Miakinkoff, *, Kit Brown, Keith Sperry, Bob Stalder, Marty Welsh, * COACH, VIC MANGINI; 2nd row-George Kammerer, Jim 
McKown, Bob Harris, Walt Sorenson, Jim Whitney, * Friedman, Jim Day, Peter Rogers, *, *, *, Walter Laubscher,Manager; Front row-Pete Gosch, 
*, Darryl LaMontaigne, *, Bob Lee, Danny Kaplan, Cliff Donley, *, *, Larry Laubscher  
Please contact Jo-Ellen Arnaudo Ellis if you can help us name those identified with an *. 

 
Class of 1955 – Reunion Committee 

 

 
Back row: (standing) Barbara Duncan Hewitt, Lee Melbourne, Carol Clark Roberts, Pat Jenkins Treu (BHS '56), Elva Ledwith Hoogner, 

Ted Treu, Irene Taylor, Grey Whipple, Ron Winter, Arlene Borelli Hipsher (Alumni Association Board member), and Nan-Susan 
Gruman Brown; Front Row (seated) Barbara Baumeister Super, John Matthews, and John Basye 



 

 

Burlingame High School Blankets 
 

The BHS Blanket that was shown in the last issue of Panther Postscripts was an overwhelming success with the 
graduates. We were deluged by your response and shortly thereafter were sold out. Several alums had to wait 2-
3 weeks before our new shipment arrived. We are now caught up and hope you would like to purchase this 
beautiful blanket for yourself or others. The price is $40.00 for Life Members and $45.00 for regular members 
of the Alumni Association. A $5.00 postage and handling fee will be added for shipping each blanket.  
 

 
 

BURLINGAME BLANKET 
 

Make checks payable to BHS Alumni Assoc.  
Mail to One Mangini Way, Burlingame, CA 94010 
 
Name          

Maiden Name          

Address          

City                    State ____ Zip    

Phone/email        

Send me  blanket(s) @ $45 + $5.00 postage 
 
Send me  blanket(s) @ $40 + $5.00 postage (Life Member Price) 
 
  I prefer to pick-up the blanket(s). For pick-up information, call Mike 
McQueen at (650)591-3194 or E-mail BHSAlumAssoc@aol.com 
 

Panther Postscripts 
EDITOR: Judy Falk Chiasson 

BHS Alumi Historian; Blanche Dibelka Duffey 
 

MEMBERS OF THE BOARD: Kiki Arnaudo, Bill
Bardet, Tom Chase, Judy Falk Chiasson, Peter
Cleaveland, Bob Cissna, Naomi Ziff Cissna, Dick
Dunbar, Jo-Ellen Arnaudo Ellis, Valerie Peterson,
Fick Ed Glasgow, Arlene Borelli Hipsher, Carl
Kuhe, Jan Cohn Martin, Mike McQueen, Doc
Scheppler, Suzanne Stebenne Sullivan, Sandy
Singer Waterman, Dennis Zell 
 
The BHS Newsletter Panther Postscripts is
published semi-annually in the spring/summer and
fall/winter by the non-profit BHS Alumni
Association. Yearly dues are $15 payable in
January or $100 for Life Membership. Payment
and editorial correspondences should be mailed to
BHS Alumni Association, One Mangini Way,
Burlingame, CA 94010. (650) 593-3710 with
questions or comments. 
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BHS ALUMNI ASSOCIATION ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
 

� Enclosed is my check for membership dues, $15 per alum per year. 
� Enclosed is my check for Life Membership, $100 per alum. 
� Enclosed is my check for the Burlingame High School Endowment Fund (tax deductible). 
� Enclosed is my check for the Burlingame High School Athletic Hall of Fame Memorabilia Room 

(tax deductible). 
� I DO NOT wish to receive Panther Postscripts or to be a member of the Alumni Association. 
� I have included the name and address of a BHS alum who would like to receive Panther 

Postscripts 
� I would like to participate in BHS Alumni Association Activities. 
  

PLEASE PRINT THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION: 
 
Name:    
 (first) (middle) (last) 
 
Maiden Name(if applicable)    BHS Class Year:          Jan    Jun   
 
Address:   Phone (          )   
 
City/State  Zip Email address:    

Non-Profit 
Organization 

U.S. POSTAGE PAID
Burlingame, CA 
Permit No. 88

Attention:  We are updating our files.  Please check your 
mailing label and let us know if there are any errors.  
Send corrections to Jo-Ellen Arnaudo Ellis c/o BHS 
Alumni Association, One Mangini Way, Burlingame, 
CA 94010 or email BHSAlumAssoc@aol.com  


