
 

Colorado Thunderbirds Proudly Announce  
2023-2024 Coaching Staff  

13U: 
Head Coach  Will Kessel  248-860-5658      kess9212@gmail.com 
Will is excited to begin his 2nd year with the Colorado Thunderbirds Program! 

Will played youth hockey in the Detroit area for Honeybaked and Little Caesars. He continued his hockey career playing 
Juniors with Green Bay Gamblers in the USHL while winning a Clark Cup Championship. He then went on to play four years 
at Western Michigan University where he was a 2-year captain and won a CCHA Championship.  

After a brief stint playing in the ECHL, Will transitioned into the coaching side of hockey. Will has coached over 5 seasons of 
AAA hockey with the Detroit Honeybaked organization. Will prioritizes development when coaching hockey both on and off 
the ice. He coaches his teams to play a fast paced, aggressive style of hockey. He encourages his players to take 
ownership on the things that they can control while bringing a positive attitude to the rink everyday. Will has helped place 
former players in the NTDP, USHL, OHL and many Division 1 college commitments.  

Will comes from a hockey family and has helped guide his two younger brothers in the their hockey careers. His younger 
brother Peter played 4 years at Holy Cross. His youngest brother Matthew played 3 years at UMass helping them win a 
NCAA championship before signing a NHL contract with the St Louis Blues organization.  

Will has lived in Denver since Sept 2021 with his wife Bridget and their young daughter Lyla.  

Assistant Coach Kevin Whitmer 
A true student of the game, Kevin Whitmer grew up playing youth hockey in Silicon Valley, finishing with the San Jose Jr. 
Sharks Tier Program. Shortly afterwards, Kevin began coaching with the Redwood City Black Stars travel hockey club; 
where he served as Head Coach for various teams and Assistant Hockey Director for 8 years. During this time, Kevin began 
coaching the Stanford University ACHA D-II club hockey team for 4 seasons. 

Following his time at Redwood City, Kevin has spent the last 6 years coaching AAA for the Jr. Sharks and giving back to the 
South Bay hockey community. Coach Kevin takes pride in a skill development-oriented approach to coaching with an 
emphasis on the mental side of the game. In addition to head coach positions, Kevin has been a private skills coach for the 
past 14 years. Kevin is excited and thrilled to join the T-Birds family and be a part of their community. 

Assistant Coach James Angelicola 
James grew up playing Hockey in Upstate New York for the Syracuse Stars Organization. His Junior Hockey career included 
two seasons spent with the Syracuse Stars of the EMJHL, two seasons with the Rochester Stars of the EJHL, and serving 
one season with the Rochester Jr. Americans of the USPHL. 

James went on to play NCAA Division III Hockey for New England College and received All-Academic Team on multiple 
occasions. James also was a member of the Varsity Lacrosse Program at New England College while being named an NAC 
Champion and NCAA Tournament Participant.  

Following his Collegiate Ice Hockey career, James went on to play Professionally for the Danville Dasher of the FHL. 

James is a USA Hockey Level 4 Certified Coach and has been a Head Coach for the Cherry Creek Hockey Association at 
the Midget AA/High School Levels for 3 seasons with 5 seasons of experience total. James also has experience as a Skills 
Instructor and represents the Worcester Junior Railers Hockey Club of the EHL as a Regional Scout. 

Outside of Hockey: James currently resides in Denver with his Fiancé Hannah and is one of four boys to his Parents Tish 
and Tom. James is a Partner and Co-Owner of Faceoff Factory, INC. 

**Additional coaches TBD 

mailto:kess9212@gmail.com


14U: 
Head Coach  Adam Shaner  303-916-5068      shaner.adam@hotmail.com 
Adam Shaner begins his 6th season with the Colorado Thunderbirds Program as the head coach of our 14U (2009) team 
and assistant coach for our 15U (2008) team.  In addition, Adam represents the Red Deer Rebels in the Western Hockey 
League (WHL) as a regional scout. 
  
A Colorado native, Shaner starting playing hockey at the age of 3 and played both AA/AAA hockey around the Denver Metro 
area until leaving to play for the Spokane Braves in the Kootenay International Junior Hockey League at the age of 19 
(2013/14). Although there were opportunities for him to keep playing competitive hockey, Adam chose to come back to 
Colorado and pursue a project management position in the steel industry while also finding a new passion for the game, 
coaching. Adam has served as a head coach in all 9 years of coaching both at Hyland Hills (2014-2018) and the Colorado 
Thunderbirds (2018-present). In the off season, Adam enjoys working with elite athletes and getting them ready for their 
upcoming seasons.  
  
“Players don’t care how much you know, until they know how much you care” – Has been Shaner’s coaching philosophy 
when it comes to assisting players and their development on and off the ice. It is important to Adam that his players 
understand that a fundamental hockey skill set, is the foundation to each individual player’s success. Adam brings a lot of 
energy and passion for player development and commitment to prepare all players/families for the next level in their hockey 
careers. 

Assistant Coach Matt Adams 
Matt brings five years of Colorado youth hockey coaching experience. He has coached at both the 18U AA and 12U AA 
CSDHL age divisions.   Most recently, Matt successfully led his team to the championship title of Quebec Peewee 
International Tournament. 

Born and raised in Colorado, Matt spent his entire youth career playing locally in the Denver Metro area. During this time he 
won three state championship titles at the Midget level. Following a year of Juniors in Chicago, Matt played four years at the 
University of Colorado and was named captain for his senior year.  

Assistant Coach Michael Hantge   
Michael grew up playing hockey and football in Minnesota, and played 4 years of college football at Gallaudet University where he 
was Captain during his Senior Year. Michael coached one season of college football before moving to Colorado where he has 
coached hockey 6 of the past 8 seasons with Colorado Thunderbirds.  Through the seasons, he has coached at 18U, 15U, 14U, 
13U, 12U and 11U. 

**Additional coaches TBD

mailto:jrw777@q.com


15U:
Head Coach  Marcus Scarafoni 303-204-5582     mscarafoni12@yahoo.com 
Marcus Scarafoni grew up playing hockey in his home state of Massachusetts, and played Jr Hockey for the Springfield Indians 
before attending Northeastern University to get his Business Management Degree.  Marcus moved to Colorado in 1998 to 
pursue a career in coaching hockey and administration.  As a Level 5 USA Hockey Coach, he has been successful promoting 
players on to the NCAA, USHL, NAHL, Canadian Jr. Leagues, and European Pro Leagues.  Throughout his coaching career, 
Marcus has led countless teams to multiple State Title Championships, participated in International Competitions including the 
International Championship in Sweden and Finland, plus the Colorado Jr. Avalanche Team at the International Quebec 
PeeWee Hockey Tournament, as well as advanced multiple National-Bound Teams to the USA Hockey National 
Tournament.  When he was the Rocky Mountain Lady Roughriders Hockey Director, Marcus was critical to their initial success 
and also led them to multiple USA Hockey National Tournaments.  Most recently, Marcus served as the Associate Hockey 
Director at Arvada Hockey Association and only recently stepped away after a tenure of over 20 years of coaching. 

Marcus currently is the President of Powerplay Hockey, a private ice hockey instructional business that has been in existence 
since 2001 and focuses on skill development for all levels. When he’s not around the rink, Marcus can be found with his wife 
Lisa and their two sons, Anthony and Dominic. 

Marcus is looking forward to coaching in his second season with Colorado Thunderbirds. 

Assistant Coach Michael Davies 
Michael Davies is a 26 year old ex professional and collegiate hockey plapyer from St. Louis, MO. He grew up playing for the 
St. Louis AAA Jr Blues during his formative years. As he progressed, Davies played for two years in the USHL for the Dubuque 
Fighting Saints and the Waterloo Blackhawks. Davies continued his hockey career at The University of Denver where he 
played for the Pioneers. During his time there, he won a national championship and played in 159 career games. After his 
collegiate career, Davies played professionally for one season in the ECHL for the Kalamazoo Wings before ultimately retiring 
from playing. He has always had a passion for coaching and has been coaching private lessons, camps, and youth hockey 
teams for the past eight years.   

Assistant Coach Adam Shaner   
Adam Shaner begins his 6th season with the Colorado Thunderbirds Program as the head coach of our 14U (2009) team 
and assistant coach for our 15U (2008) team.  In addition, Adam represents the Red Deer Rebels in the Western Hockey 
League (WHL) as a regional scout. 
  
A Colorado native, Shaner starting playing hockey at the age of 3 and played both AA/AAA hockey around the Denver Metro 
area until leaving to play for the Spokane Braves in the Kootenay International Junior Hockey League at the age of 19 
(2013/14). Although there were opportunities for him to keep playing competitive hockey, Adam chose to come back to 
Colorado and pursue a project management position in the steel industry while also finding a new passion for the game, 
coaching. Adam has served as a head coach in all 9 years of coaching both at Hyland Hills (2014-2018) and the Colorado 
Thunderbirds (2018-present). In the off season, Adam enjoys working with elite athletes and getting them ready for their 
upcoming seasons.  
  
“Players don’t care how much you know, until they know how much you care” – Has been Shaner’s coaching philosophy 
when it comes to assisting players and their development on and off the ice. It is important to Adam that his players 
understand that a fundamental hockey skill set, is the foundation to each individual player’s success. Adam brings a lot of 
energy and passion for player development and commitment to prepare all players/families for the next level in their hockey 
careers. 

**Additional coaches TBD 



16U: 
Head Coach  Harris Marks  303-594-2210      hm22@me.com  
Harris Marks is originally from Toronto, Ontario, and played his minor hockey for the AAA Don Mills Flyers where they won the 
Bantam AAA and Midget AAA Ontario Championships, and represented Ontario in the Air Canada Cup National Championships. 
Harris was drafted by the Oshawa Generals of the Ontario Hockey League, but decided that College Hockey would be a better 
route for him . After playing 2 years of Juniors for the Tier 2 Aurora Tigers and the Junior B Markham Travelways, he accepted an 
offer to play D1 College Hockey in the WCHA for the Colorado College Tigers and graduated in 1990. Harris began his coaching 
journey by running the JR Pioneers 8U program and then Squirt AA. Along the way, he has coached the 2002 and 2003 birth 
years at 2 different AAA organizations.  Marks also possesses his USA Hockey Level 5 CEP. He stepped away from coaching to 
watch the development of his 2 boys and enjoy their journey. Harris and his wife Dr Lisa have been married for 29 years, and they 
have 2 boys, Cooper a senior at the University of Nevada Reno, and Easton a Freshman who is playing D1 Baseball at the 
University of Nevada Reno. 

Assoc. Head Coach James Angelicola 
James grew up playing Hockey in Upstate New York for the Syracuse Stars Organization. His Junior Hockey career included 
two seasons spent with the Syracuse Stars of the EMJHL, two seasons with the Rochester Stars of the EJHL, and serving 
one season with the Rochester Jr. Americans of the USPHL. 

James went on to play NCAA Division III Hockey for New England College and received All-Academic Team on multiple 
occasions. James also was a member of the Varsity Lacrosse Program at New England College while being named an NAC 
Champion and NCAA Tournament Participant.  

Following his Collegiate Ice Hockey career, James went on to play Professionally for the Danville Dasher of the FHL. 

James is a USA Hockey Level 4 Certified Coach and has been a Head Coach for the Cherry Creek Hockey Association at 
the Midget AA/High School Levels for 3 seasons with 5 seasons of experience total. James also has experience as a Skills 
Instructor and represents the Worcester Junior Railers Hockey Club of the EHL as a Regional Scout. 

Outside of Hockey: James currently resides in Denver with his Fiancé Hannah and is one of four boys to his Parents Tish 
and Tom. James is a Partner and Co-Owner of Faceoff Factory, INC. 

Assistant Coach Jordan Pietrus 
After wrapping up a nine-year professional playing career in the ECHL (South Carolina, Trenton and Elmira) and Europe 
(England, Poland and Denmark), Pietrus went full time into the youth development world with TPH in Denver.  Jordan's 
passion is in developing leaders and confident young people before everything else.  A student of the game himself, Pietrus 
is now a teacher of the game of Hockey with 4 years of full time player development experience, and 16 years of part time 
player development work.  Pietrus brings his passion for teaching, and growth, to the team game for a second year with the 
Colorado Thunderbirds.  

Pietrus is a firm believer in the power of the controllables; work ethic, attitude and preparation.  An intense and tough coach, 
Pietrus is a no nonsense person that challenges each player to bring their best each and every day, while also ensuring that 
each individual player knows they have someone that believes in them.  A teacher of the game, Pietrus loves to simplify the 
complicated, so his players and teams know exactly what they need to do to be successful.    

A graduate of Brown University with an MBA in International Business from Coventry University in the UK, Pietrus has no 
shortage of achievements including being named to the ECAC All-Academic team, voted a finalist for the Ivy League 
Student-Athlete of the Year, awarded NCAA Hockey Humanitarian Finalist, and awarded the 2010 NCAA Derek Hines 
Unsung Hero Award. While competing for Coventry in the EIHL and pursuing his MBA, Pietrus served as a lecturer in 
Undergraduate and Masters levels courses at Coventry University.  After completing his professional career Pietrus led the 
charge in launching the first TPH Academy west of the Mississippi River.  After one year at our Denver location Pietrus has 
stepped up to help lead all of our Colorado locations as well as supporting all TPH locations across North America. The 
Winnipeg native has now made Colorado his home with his wife and three kids. 

**Additional coaches TBD 

mailto:hm22@me.com


18U: 
Head Coach  Phil Patenaude              303-921–9481         tbirds.18u@gmail.com 
A native of Montreal, Quebec, Phil played his minor hockey at Littleton Hockey Association after his family relocated to 
Denver in 1998. Phil joined the Colorado Thunderbirds 16U team for the 2007-2008 season and the 18U team in 
2008-2009. Phil then moved onto Junior Hockey where he skated in both the KIJHL and the BCHL until the end of the 2011 
season.  

After finishing his playing career, Phil returned to Littleton where he began developing his skills as a Tier II coach. Phil spent 
nine seasons with the Littleton Hockey Association, coaching both Bantam and Midget. He became the Director for Player 
Development at Littleton Hockey Association in 2012 and transitioned to the Assistant Director role at the organization in 
2014. Phil joined the Thunderbirds Organization as the 14U head coach for the 2020-2021 season and as an assistant 
coach for the 18U Thunderbirds team for the 2021-2022 season, and head coach for the 2022-2023 season.  

Phil currently lives in Parker, Colorado, with his girlfriend Megan and two dogs, Youppi and Kane.  

Assistant Coach Eric Killian 
A native of Denver, Eric played his minor hockey at Littleton Hockey Association. Eric then joined the Colorado Thunderbirds 
playing for the 15U,16U, and 18U teams from 2008-2012. Eric was a member of the 2010 National Championship team. 

Eric then played four years ACHA Division 1 club at CSU, serving as a captain for 2 seasons. 

After finishing his playing career, Eric returned to Littleton where he began developing his skills as a Tier II coach. Eric spent 
2 seasons with the Littleton Hockey Association, coaching both Bantam and Peewee on Phil Patenaude's staff.  

Eric joined the Thunderbirds Organization in 2020 coaching as an assistant for the 14U team for 2 seasons, and assistant 
coach for the 18U team for the 2022-2023 season. 

Eric currently lives in Centennial, Colorado, with his wife Paige and their dog Sister. 

Assistant Coach Kevin Alpert 
Kevin returns to Assistant Coach the 18U Thunderbirds AAA team for his second year.  His coaching experience includes a 
decade of coaching at the Tier 2 and Tier 1 level at Littleton Hockey Association, and most recently the Colorado 
Thunderbirds 14U Team.  Kevin's playing career began with the Morris County Colonials in New Jersey before moving to 
Denver and joining the Littleton Hockey Association.  As a midget, Kevin was a member of the inaugural Thunderbirds 16U 
AAA team based out of the Air Force Academy.  He went on to play four years at the University of Colorado, qualifying for 
the 2007 ACHA National Selects in Europe, and for Team USA in the World Jewish Hockey Championships in Metula, Israel 
in 2009.   

Kevin, his wife Mandy, and their 2 daughters, Murphy and Zoe, currently live in Parker, Colorado. 

Assistant Coach Alex Rajaniemi 
A Denver native, Alex grew up playing for Littleton Hockey Association and Team Rocky Mountain (Rocky Mountain 
RoughRiders). Rajaniemi attended and played hockey for Syracuse University (ACHA D-I) in upstate New York, helping 
captain the team to its first National Tournament in 2014. After working shortly in New York for MLB, Alex returned home to 
Denver to pursue sports broadcasting with Kroenke Sports & Entertainment, where he works as a radio personality, hosting 
the Colorado Avalanche postgame show on their flagship radio network, Altitude 92.5 FM.  

Rajaniemi, 28, began coaching in 2015 with Littleton— assisting on three Tier-II teams at U14 and U18 to earn National 
Tournament bids— and has been with the Thunderbirds since 2020 as an assistant. Alex began his skills coaching with 
Greg Carter European Hockey, running skill camps on the eastern seaboard from 2012-2014 and spent parts of three 
summers with Eli Wilson Goaltending. 
  
Alex and his girlfriend Caitlin reside in Denver, Colorado. 

18U Goalie Coach Payam Sami 
Payam Sami played 8U-14U for Littleton Hockey Association 2001-2007, and 14U-18U for Colorado Thunderbirds 2007-2011 
where he tallied in his youth hockey 9 State Championships, 4 Regional Championships, 4 National appearances, and 1 
National Championship Title.  Payam was Goalie Director for Littleton Hockey Association 2014-2017 where he had 1 National 
appearance with his Littleton 14U team, and was head coach for Arapahoe Bantam AA in the 2020 season.  Payam is looking 
forward to helping out the Colorado Thunderbirds 18U team again this season! 


