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ROEDER. Six, seven hundred. Over the years.

LEE. And some of them were sick when they got here.
One girl you hired was a complete cripple. Couldn’t
even climb the stairs. Her father carried her up to the
studio every morning.

ROEDER. It didn’t make any difference to me how she got
up the stairs—she was a fast worker and a very sweet
little girl.

LEE. But she was in poor health.

ROEDER. She needed the work.

MARKLEY. Arthur. Charlie.

ROEDER. And not just for the money. To feel productive.
To have a purpose. That’s what work does, Charlie. It
gives us a purpose. I don’t see any reason why we
should stop hiring girls like that.

LEE. When they get sick and try to blame us for it—you
might want to reconsider that policy.

ROEDER. Let's see what Dr. Drinker has to say.

MARKLEY. Dr. Drinker?

LEE. Some professor at the Harvard School of Industrial
Hygiene.

ROEDER. He chairs the department. And he’s agreed to
take a look at our operations.

LEE. Don’t you think we're jumping the gun a bit, hiring
him?

ROEDER. We’ve had six girls quit this week. And Mrs.
MacNeil tells me there could be more.

LEE. Girls come and go all the time.

ROEDER. It’s never been like this. These girls are terri-
fied. We’ve got to do something to calm them.

LEE. Letting Drinker examine them? That sounds to me
like a recipe for mass hysteria.
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ROEDER. We'll tell them it's a routine physical. Edward?
MARKLEY. Companies give physicals all the time.
ROEDER. Then Drinker will start next month.

MARKLEY. In the meantime, I recommend we make an
offer to Miss Kuser.

ROEDER. Settle?

~ LEE. There’s no proof her problems are connected to us.

MARKLEY. If she sues—believe me, you won’t like the
publicity it brings. And neither will your investors.

LEE. You think this will affect the stock offering?

MARKLEY. Don't you?

ROEDER. Wonderful. We'll open at thirty and close at ten.

MARKLEY. Or not open at all.

LEE. But if we give this girl something—that will keep her
quiet?

MARKLEY. It would be a condition of the settlement.

LEE. Maybe we better do it.

ROEDER. Suppose that lawyer has a racket going? He
finds sick girls and talks them into making suits. Then
we reward him for his larceny.

LEE. Unless...Miss Kuser genuinely believes she got sick
here.

MARKLEY. It could be like Charlie said. She comes from
a large, immigrant family. Not well educated. Not a lot
of resources.

LEE. A few hundred dollars would make a big difference
to a girl like that.

MARKLEY. Certainly. Pay a few doctor’s bills. Buy some
medicine. From the sound of that letter, I don’t think the
girl has long to live anyway.

ROEDER. So it would be a gesture of decency, then.

MARKLEY. Exactly.



