
 

 

 
 
 
 

Donald K. Anthony Jr. 

Candidate Statement 
Today USA Fencing is as one of the best governed and managed National 

Governing Bodies in the Olympic movement. 
 
The USOPC (United States Olympic and Paralympic Committee) has recognized us for 
our fiscal management, competitive results, international relationships, diversity, and 
inclusion. USA Fencing is a major competitive fencing power in the world today. We 
now provide leadership in the FIE (International Fencing Federation) with 
representatives on nine of 11 Commissions and Councils, including two commission and 
council Presidents, and I serve as Vice President of the Executive Committee. I have 
worked with many great individuals within USA Fencing and utilized the talent and 
expertise of our membership to build a strong organization that is financially sound and 
performing at the highest level. The key to this success was our focus on building a 
governance model based on input from members, the USOPC and outside consultants in 
a strategic planning process. USA Fencing now incorporates the best 
governance, fiscal management and sports performance practices in its 
operational and policy decision making today. 
 
Membership has nearly doubled since my first election. USA’s Elite 
Fencers have become recognizable faces in the world of sports. The skill and 
dedication of our athletes, and the modest support we provide have resulted in historic 



 

 

international success and we have qualified a full team in every weapon for the Tokyo 
2020 Olympic Games.  
 

I have represented Team USA as a fencer at two Senior World Championships, and I 
can state with confidence that USA Fencing is more competitive now than any time 
since its founding as the Amateur Fencers League of America (AFLA) in 1891. I have 
also served as Head Fencing Coach at Ohio State University since 2018. And I am 
confident that my collegiate coaching colleagues would agree that there is a wealth of 
talent, enthusiasm, and more opportunity for American athletes at the collegiate level. 
Financial gifts and support have also grown many-fold, and more growth 
is on the way. 
 
In 2012, when I was first elected President, things were very different. USA Fencing was 
in a crisis. The organization was $1.5 million dollars in the red and had not received a 
clean audit report from the USOPC or its external auditors for over 6 years. The USOPC 
was considering decertifying USA Fencing as the National Governing Body of the sport, 
and the organization was teetering on the brink of bankruptcy. The Board lacked 
required expertise among its many members; decision-making was difficult; and the 
organization was ineffective. Relations with FIE were tenuous at best. Governance and 
fiscal management problems were the primary reason for the organization’s failure to 
perform, affecting its ability to serve our athletes, young, veteran, elite and 
beginners. As an organization we worked hard together during my tenure 
and created a more progressive, leaner, inclusive, sophisticated and 
supportive organization – one worthy of its membership, and able to 
promote, protect, and develop its varied constituencies at home and 
abroad. 
 
 
I am particularly proud of the following accomplishments, which 
were among my goals as President:  
 

• Erasing $1.5 million of negative net assets on USA Fencing books 
by the 2014-15 season; 

• Growing USA Fencing from $5 million to $11 million dollars in 
revenue with a reserve of $1.3 million for emergency and 
contingency;  

• Created a highly collaborative environment for all members of USA 
Fencing to work together; 

• High approval on USOPC and External Audits recognizing our fiscal, 
operational, sports performance, and safe sport management; 

• USOPC recognition of USA Fencing as a model turnaround NGB with 
exceptional governance in place, solid financial performance, a 



 

 

National Office that functions well, and receiving the USOPC’s 2015 
Diversity Award;  

• USA Fencing solid financial footing with a clear strategic direction to 
weather current Pandemic crisis; 

• Increased FIE Commissions and Council representation to the 
highest levels ever, including two Commission and Council 
presidents and an FIE vice president; 

• Our fencers consistently winning and placing at the top of 
international competitions and major events, securing the highest 
FIE rankings in all weapons and age categories. 

•  Improved relationships with the Pan American Confederation, 
including being elected 1st vice president. 

 
 

The fiscal management policies put in place over the last 8 years have positioned USA 
Fencing to weather the current crisis. In fact, a major reason I am running now is to 
provide continuity of leadership and proven management through the Covid-19 crisis 
and the disrupted Olympic year. We know that, for all competitive sports, events will be 
among the last elements to return. We will have to work diligently to rebuild this 
component of our business model, further diversify our revenue stream and attract even 
more sponsorship and content agreements. 
 
I am deeply passionate about the success of our sport, and will continue to work 
tirelessly to continue implementing our plans to increase funding for referee and 
coaching development while providing even greater support to our athletes, clubs, and 
affiliated organizations. We will focus our energies on managing membership growth, 
and increasing revenues from the United States Fencing Foundation with several new 
programs including the weapon specific endowment funds, planned giving, and the 
steward program. We have engaged a well-respected sports marketing company as our 
partner in these endeavors. And, yes, I will continue to attend every Board meeting and 
every major tournament; to represent the USA at every international table; and see you, 
meet you and our athletes, members, referees and coaches. I take pride in hearing 
you say, “You’re always here Don!”! If for some reason we have not met yet, please 
contact me with your questions. Included is biographical information for our many new 
members. Here you will find additional information about my career as a fencer, my 
academic and professional training and my life-long love of our sport. 
 
Your vote for me would ensure that USA Fencing continues to thrive and 
prosper.  
  
 
I look forward to seeing you soon, 

 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Visit our website 
AnthonyForUSAFencing.com 
 
 
 

About Donald K. Anthony, Jr. 
 

 

 

A life-long fencer who represented the United States at both the Senior and Veteran World 

Championships, Mr. Anthony has served on the Executive Committee of the FIE (International 

Fencing Federation) since 2012 and was elected as Vice President in 2016. He was the 

Representative of the Executive Committee to the Publicity and Promotions Commission until 

2016.  

 

Mr. Anthony brings a wealth of experience to these roles as a professional who holds an 

extensive background in business leadership and sports promotion.  

 

A graduate of Princeton University, Mr. Anthony began his career working in sales and 

marketing for IBM, during which time he earned a second Ivy League degree when he received 

his master’s in business administration from the University of Pennsylvania’s Wharton School.  

 

Mr. Anthony’s professional career and passion for the sport of fencing merged when he founded 

SwordSport LLC, the leading promoter of fencing in the world. Through his work with 

SwordSport, Mr. Anthony has produced livestream and broadcast programming for NBC 

Universal Sports and ESPN; documentary films including “Black Blades” – the evolution of 

African-American Fencers; and has served as a broadcast analyst for World Championship, 

Grand Prix and World Cup events as well as the National Collegiate Athletic Association 

Fencing Championships. In 2018, The Ohio State University appointed Mr. Anthony to the 

position of Head Fencing Coach. 

 

In 2012, Mr. Anthony was elected president of USA Fencing – a position he retained for the 

2012-2016 quad when he was reelected earlier this year. Under Mr. Anthony’s leadership, USA 

Fencing has emerged from a blanket of financial and governance woes as one of the most 

successful National Governing Bodies in the United States. Mr. Anthony guided the organization 

back to positive net assets as well as an improved governance structure during the first four years 

of his presidency.  

 

Over the last eight years, the organization reached more than 50% membership growth and 

media visibility of both athletes and USA Fencing events and programs increased exponentially 

as Olympians were featured in Time Magazine, USA Today, New York Times, Sports Illustrated 

and other key outlets. Since being awarded a Grand Prix in 2014, USA Fencing also has received 

increased television coverage, including broadcast of the 2014 and 2015 Grand Prix events on 

the networks of NBC.  

http://anthonyforusafencing.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Team USA’s athletes also earned unprecedented levels of success on the World Cup circuit 

during the last four years, winning more than 100 medals on the circuit with podium finishes 

across all three weapons. The quadrennium culminated in five medals at the 2015 Senior World 

Championships and four podiums at the 2016 Olympic Games in Rio.  

 

 

In addition to his professional commitments, Mr. Anthony remains an active saber fencer who 

has competed at the national and international level for more than 40 years. As a veteran fencer, 

Mr. Anthony has competed at two Veteran World Championships, winning silver in 2010 and 

placing in the top eight in 2012.  

 

Mr. Anthony is a founding member of the nationally acclaimed Peter Westbrook Foundation that 

uses the sport of fencing to teach life skills and improve the academic performance of 

disadvantaged youth in the greater New York City metro area. He is a member of The Ohio State 

University’s Fisher School of Business ’MBA Mentoring Program and a life-time member of the 

National Black MBA Association.  

 

He also serves on the Board of the Arkady Burdan Foundation in Atlanta Georgia that provides 

access to fencing by providing scholarships to local disadvantaged youth and as a Trustee of the 

Ohio CPA Foundation.  
 


