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STEEL CITY SELECTS WINS GIRLS’ 19U-1A TITLE 
JUST SECONDS INTO OVERTIME                        

                          

      

   Chipotle-USA Hockey Girls Tier II 19U National Championships. 

                          
 

By Tom Robinson, 04/04/22, 8:00PM MDT 
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SVETLANA YAROSH SCORED THE GAME’S ONLY GOAL 23 SECONDS 
INTO OVERTIME. 
 
WEST CHESTER, Pa. — Svetlana Yarosh and the Crnarich sisters have been through a lot of hockey games 

together — many of them pursuing a previously elusive national title. 

So, when the Steel City Selects (Pennsylvania) seemed to be in just a little bit of trouble in the opening seconds 

of overtime, Yarosh and Laura Crnarich knew just what to expect from each other. 

In a twist that caught even Selects coach Jim Black by surprise, Yarosh was already making a move to center 

ice when Crnarich stopped the Arizona Kachinas’ pressure deep in the defensive zone on the first shift of the 

extra session. 

“Svet had been around the net all game and had tons of opportunities,” Black said after Yarosh scored the 

game-winner on a breakaway just 23 seconds into overtime. 

http://nationals.usahockey.com/2022girlstierii19u1a
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It was a swift conclusion to a 1A title game that had featured 51 minutes of scoreless hockey in regulation of 

the Chipotle-USA Hockey Girls Tier II 19U National Championships. 

 

“They came at us pretty hard to start the overtime,” Black said. “It was a great outlet pass. To be honest, I was 

not even looking in that direction. I did not know [Yarosh] was up ice like that. 

 

HIGHLIGHTS 

“I am glad they got it done and the overtime did not drag out too long. It was the perfect way for the girls to cap 

off a great season.” 

 

It was a painful ending to the season for the Kachinas, which put all three of their teams in national 

championship games. Two lost in overtime and another lost in a shootout. 

Yarosh could see it coming — even if her coach did not — after Arizona won the faceoff and immediately got 

the puck in deep. 

 

“We made a turnover, and we got the puck,” Yarosh said. “Laura and her sister have always played with me so I 

knew that I trusted her and knew she would get up the ice a bit. 

“I saw their D pinch down and I knew it was time to go for a breakaway.” 

Crnarich’s pass and Yarosh’s speed combined to get her to center ice between the Arizona defensemen and into 

the clear. 

 

“I knew I had my team on my back coming in to crash the net with me,” Yarosh said. “I just focused on the shot 

rather than ‘oh, if I miss.’” 

 

Yarosh, Laura and Megan Crnarich were part of a team that made it to 14U Nationals five years ago. 

“Our first Nationals, we didn’t score at all,” Yarosh said. “This is a huge jump.” 

They were part of a group of players that made it to the 16U championship at Nationals last year, while Black 

was coaching a 19U team that reached the semifinals. 

 

The remnants of both teams formed a championship combination this season. 

Morgan Black and Laura Crnarich shared the team lead with six points each at the tournament. 

Arizona had the tournament’s two most-effective point producers. Jenna Majewski had seven goals and two 

assists while Aidyn DiGrazia had four goals and four assists. 

 

That firepower was contained in the final as Steel City piled up a 32-8 shot advantage. 

After constantly being on the attack against goalie Sophia Villaneuva in regulation, the Selects won it with the 

counterattack in overtime. 

 

“Hats off to their goaltender,” coach Black said. “She played a phenomenal game and defensively they did a 

real good job of keeping us to the outside.” 

 

As Villaneuva made save after save, the Selects remained calm, waiting for their opportunity. 

“When we got down toward overtime, we had been there before. There were really no nerves on our bench. 

 

 

Story from Red Line Editorial, Inc. 

 

GIRLS TIER II 19U 1A H                                 

 

http://nationals.usahockey.com/2022girlstierii19u1a
http://reditorial.com/
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         Chipotle-USA Hockey Boys Tier II 16U National Championships. 

Steel City Ice Renegades 

By Carl Chimenti, 04/04/22, 6:15PM MDT 

 
 

Steel City Blanks Chicago Hawks to Capture Youth Tier II 16U 3A 

National Title 

Tyler Lang recorded the shutout in goal for Steel City 

TROY, Mich. — The Steel City Ice Renegades did all their scoring in the second period and never looked 

back, as they shut out the Chicago Hawks, 2-0, to win the 3A title game at the 2022 Chipotle-USA Hockey 

Youth Tier ll 16U National Championships, which took place at the Troy Sports Center in Troy, Michigan. 

Steel City goaltender Tyler Lang was stellar in net, stopping all 37 Hawks shots in an impressive effort. Lang 

set aside the perimeter shots as well as the tough saves, putting on a goaltending clinic throughout the game. 

The Hawks outshot the Renegades, 37-21, but could not find a way to beat Lang. Matthew Knizner led the 

way for the Renegades with a goal and an assist. After the game, Knizner was singing the praises of his team. 

“This was one of the best games we played all year,” said Knizner. “Not only was our team excellent, but our 

goalie was fantastic. He was hands down the best goalie in this tournament. No doubt.” 

 

http://nationals.usahockey.com/2022girlstierii19u1a
https://gamesheet.app/seasons/1411/stats/games/226020/box-score
https://nationals.usahockey.com/2022youthtierii16u3a
https://nationals.usahockey.com/2022youthtierii16u3a
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Steel City head coach Patrick Martin echoed that sentiment. 

“Tyler had a shutout in the national championship game,” said Martin. “What more do you need to say about 

him?” 

In surrendering just two goals, Hawks goalie Cooper Darovic also played a great game to keep his team close. 

“He has been a rock for our season all year long,” said Hawks head coach Jonathan Cannizzo. “He stood on 

his head for us today.” 

HIGHLIGHTS 

After a scoreless first period in which the Hawks dominated the play, they were also ahead on the shot chart by 

a 14-5 margin. The Hawks also outshot the Renegades in the middle stanza 12-10, but not on the scoreboard. At 

11:46, Steel City scored what proved to be the winning goal. Dante Scalise finished off a nice pass from 

Knizner. It was Scalise’s second of the tournament and it came while the Renegades were on the power play. 

With less than five minutes left in second period, Steel City would add its second and final goal, which was at 

even strength. Knizner potted the goal on the rebound after Darovic made the initial save on a shot from Colten 

Humphrey. 

“I saw Colten’s shot hit the net,” explained Knizner. “And all I had to do was bury it, which was what I did.” 

The third period consisted of three minor penalties. The first at 16:22, as Michael Ryndak of the Hawks was 

called for cross-checking. The next two infractions would go to the Renegades. The first was a bench minor for 

too many players on the ice and finally at 5:56 Jameson Yackmack was sent off for roughing. 

The game was a fast-paced one with very few whistles and the Hawks had some great chances throughout the 

game. Chicago outshot Steel City in each period including 11-6 in the final period. Cannizzo was impressed 

with the overall game by the Renegades. 

“It was a really good hockey game, and they are a really well coached team,” said Cannizzo. “They are a good 

team, and they play hard. Steel City is both a good offensive team as well as a strong defensive team. They took 

advantages of their opportunities.” 

Even though Cannizzo did not like the final result, he felt good about how his team played against not only the 

Ice Renegades but all week long against some top, tough teams. 

“This game was not the result we wanted,” said Cannizzo. “But it was a great season overall for us and I am 

really proud of the boys who gave me their all.” 

His counterpart Martin too expressed pride in his players and how they battled throughout the tournament to 

accomplish their goal. 

“Our team did what we came out to do and that was becoming national champions.”  

Story from Red Line Editorial, Inc. 

 

http://reditorial.com/
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Bells & Whistles: Disabled Festival is a Highlight for Gui Bradshaw 

By USA Hockey, 04/09/22, 1:30PM MDT  

Gui Bradshaw has been officiating hockey games for 17 years and has been a special education teacher for 20 

years. 

“Don’t ask me how I started officiating,” Bradshaw chuckled. “I was playing men’s league and I thought the 

officials were bad and they said, ‘if you think you can do better come on out’ so I did and 17 years later I’m still 

officiating.” 

Bradshaw started out officiating adult league, but after all these years he has truly done it all. From youth and 

travel to juniors and college, Bradshaw has been involved with the game at every level. 

“I have actually fallen in love with officiating. That is what keeps me doing it.” 

After connecting with USA Hockey’s Disabled Section Referee-In-Chief Brad Roethlisberger, Bradshaw 

attended his first Disabled Hockey Festival in Chicago of 2018. It was there that he was introduced to five of 

USA Hockey’s disabled hockey disciplines, including blind, deaf/hard of hearing, special, standing amputee 

and warrior. 

“I just knew that, if at all possible, I was going to do this every chance that I got.” Bradshaw said. 

Now in 2022, Bradshaw is officiating at his third Disabled Hockey Festival. As a Level 4 official and coach 

under USA Hockey, Bradshaw says it is nice to return to the Festival and see some familiar faces from pre-

COVID times. 

https://www.usahockey.com/page/show/903981-disabled-hockey-festival
https://www.usahockey.com/disabledhockeydisciplines
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“They don’t necessarily remember me, but I’ve seen a lot of familiar faces,” Bradshaw said. “With the gap that 

we had for the two years we did not have it for COVID, some of these young people have grown up and its fun 

remembering them from when I first I saw them in Chicago and then saw them in Tampa.  

I do not always know names, but it is nice to see how they have progressed and that they are still involved with 

the game and still having a good time.” 

When Bradshaw is not at the rink, he works as a high school special education teacher where he grew up in 

Cleveland, Ohio and has been involved as a special education teacher for two decades. While his job as an 

educator and  his job as an official are generally separate, Bradshaw says he often takes a similar approach both 

on and off the ice. 

“This is about these individuals and their experience with it. I think just carrying from the classroom that 

understanding of how this is a positive experience for them and how it is going to impact them in their lives is 

really important.” 

Additionally, Bradshaw discussed the importance of continued awareness for disabled hockey, especially for 

disciplines like blind hockey, which he noted is one of his favorite disciplines to officiate. Blind hockey 

requires adapted blind hockey pucks, which cost around $50 each and can add a lot more accrued costs to the 

sport. 

“That’s the sort of stuff that’s going to have a huge impact,” said Bradshaw. 

Over the course of the season, Bradshaw works everything from high school, college, youth, travel, junior 

hockey games in addition to his full-time job as a teacher. He said that the Disabled Hockey Festival is always 

an event he looks forward to towards the end of a busy season. 

“Sometimes through the grind of a season, you start to lose some of that passion game by game, but then you 

get to an event like this and everybody here is just about the participation and having fun. You see them go out 

there and compete and there is a definitely the competitive element, but at the end of the day it is about having 

fun. 

“That does not get lost throughout this event. Win or lose, I cannot tell you the number of times I have seen two 

teams take pictures after the game and you just do not see that in regular season youth hockey. So that is part of 

what makes this special. 
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It has been three years since the Toyota-USA Hockey Disabled Hockey Festival was staged. The event, which 

last took place in April of 2019, was cancelled alongside the Chipotle-USA Hockey National Championships in 

the spring of 2020 due to the coronavirus pandemic that quickly shut down the world. 

Rewind to before all the cancellations, Pittsburgh had been set to host the 2020 Disabled Hockey Festival and 

had been spent an entire season preparing for the event. Schedules were finalized, pucks were ordered, and 

everything was set and ready to go. 

However, COVID had something else planned. Then again in 2021, the COVID landscape did not lend itself to 

any better outcome and the event was postponed once again. 

“Third time’s the charm,” Michele Humphreys said with a smile. 

Humphreys serves as the MidAmerican district representative for USA Hockey’s disabled hockey section and 

has orchestrated the planning and re-planning for hosting the Festival in Pittsburgh for the last three seasons. 

Although youth nationals were able to be held in 2021, the disabled hockey community had more cause for 

concern with at-risk athletes and the decision was made out of the utmost precaution for the safety of all parties 

involved. 

It is safe to say that everyone is excited that the event is finally here. 

“It’s so awesome that we are finally getting to host this event after three years” said Humphreys. “I think it’s 

really important for both the Pittsburgh community and the disabled hockey community.” 

While Humphreys said that they did see registration go from 160 teams pre-COVID in 2020 to 126 teams in 

2022, she said that she was happy with the turnout given the lingering concerns and restraints brought on by 

COVID, whether it be health concerns or financial limitations. 

“We were willing to host as many people as we possibly could, find as many sheets of ice as we needed in order 

to give disabled athletes the opportunity to compete, both therapeutically and competitively.” 

And they certainly accomplished that. With 126 teams and well over 1,500 athletes set to compete, three 

facilities with multiple rinks were still needed to host such a large-scale event. 

https://www.usahockey.com/page/show/903981-disabled-hockey-festival
https://nationals.usahockey.com/
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“Over the course of the pandemic, a lot of the athletes did not have the opportunity to get out and play sports, 

like my son James.” 

Humphreys has four sons, including a set of triplets, who all share a love of hockey. Her son Christian just 

recently competed at the Chipotle-USA Hockey Tier I 16U National Championship, where he brought home the 

16U title with the Rochester Saints. 

Humphreys’ son James, who was born with spina bifida and hydrocephalus, competes with the Pittsburgh 

Mighty Penguins sled hockey program and will be participating in the sled hockey portion of the Disabled 

Hockey Festival, which will take place April 21-24 in Pittsburgh. 

A lot of kids who play stand-up hockey locally in the area are volunteering in various roles for the Disabled 

Hockey Festival. Humphreys said the Pittsburgh hockey community is quite connected and it is nice to see that 

camaraderie at these events. 

“It is really important for the kids who are able-bodied who play AAA hockey, Tier I hockey, every level of 

hockey to see these athletes who are overcoming so much to get out on the ice and be a part of it all. That is 

really powerful. Having the Mighty Penguins sled hockey program up here with the Pittsburgh Penguins Elite 

was really good for all of those kids. As a mom, my greatest thing is knowing that James has had an impact on 

other kids here.” 

No Icing at 14U/16U: Elite Skating and Shorthanded Scoring 

Opportunities 

04/14/2022, 11:15am MDT 

By Michael Rand 

Long before Ken Martel became Technical Director of USA Hockey’s American Development Model, he was a 

defenseman for Lake Superior State. 

It was in that role that he got a big lesson in what innovation – just trying things a little differently – could do 

for a result. 

“My coach (Frank Anzalone) told us as defensemen that we are not allowed to rim the puck around the boards. 

It had to be a direct pass. That was a rule,” Martel recalls. “We could break out, and when you hold players to a 

higher standard, they will make plays.” 

Lake Superior State made enough plays that it won the first NCAA title in program history in 1988. 

That sort of thinking was at the core of a recent USA Hockey decision to extend a rule that had existed at youth 

levels to all levels aside from high school and adult: Short-handed teams are not allowed to ice the puck freely. 

If they do – contrary to the existing rule in the NHL and college hockey – it results in a faceoff in their own 

zone. 

The goal? Teach players to skate the puck out of the zone, move the puck efficiently and perhaps even turn a 

shorthanded situation into offense. 

 

https://nationals.usahockey.com/2022youthtieri16U
https://nationals.usahockey.com/news_article/show/1219433
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“USA Hockey doesn’t want to encourage throwing the puck away when they get the puck,” Martel says. “They 

can still chip it out, they can still do that. We are incentivizing them to do it more intelligently.” 

Age-Specific Lessons 

While 14U players have spent most of their formative years in USA Hockey playing with the no-ice penalty kill 

rule that went into effect in 2017 for younger players, they can still reap the benefits. 

“Over time, players will adapt. Older players have more ability to take advantage of it,” Martel says. “There’s 

nuance to the play. I go to watch games at the older levels where the coaches have embraced it and it is helping 

to improve players in the way they should.” 

Teams good at skating the puck out can neutralize opposing power plays and catch them off-guard with short-

handed opportunities. Teams that do not adapt and continue to ice the puck will find themselves in precarious 

situations with defensive-zone faceoffs while down a player. 

14U Development 

To Martel, the no icing rule is “incentivizing the right things within the play from a developmental standpoint.” 

While the rule might seem dramatic in terms of how it impacts games – and ultimately wins and losses – the 

goal is to develop top-level players within the context of competition. 

“We are incentivizing the right things within the play from a developmental standpoint. These are subtle things 

on paper that do make a big difference over time for thousands of athletes,” he says. “You want kids to have 

tools to play. If the 14U kid is worried about it … I want those kids to have better tools and play more 

successfully.” 

Change Behaviors 

Just as Martel experienced at Lake Superior State 30-plus years ago, changing the environment for players “will 

incentivize certain behaviors.” That happens across many levels of hockey in many different situations. Perhaps 

it seems jarring to have it applied to games, but it is effective. 

“When you add constraints – different rules – they shape behaviors. That is what this is. When you look at our 

sport, the necessary abilities to play at a high level, it comes to can you play in traffic, make a play under 

pressure, read and adjust?” Martel says. “We do a lot of these things in practice with small area games. Those 

are changing constraints, playing with size and shape of the rink to change behaviors and learning. This is sort 

of the same thing but on a larger scale within the game itself.” 

It is another step in the evolution of making thinkers out of players instead of just having them perform tasks. 

“It is really easy to just grab the puck and hammer it into the other team’s end. You do not have to think,” 

Martel says. “Can you still ice the puck? Yeah, you can. But there is a price. The good coaches look at it as a 

chance to improve – and go on offense. You can still chip it out and chip it down the ice. But the playing 

environment is incentivizing them to do it with more intention and feel.” 
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