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Manager/Coach Responsibilities 
In becoming a manager/coach in this program you must first realize that you have taken 
responsibility for an entire team of not just players, but parents and fans. A Little League 
manager/coach must be a leader and recognize that they hold a position of trust and 
honor in a program that deals with a formative period of a child’s development.  
 

 A manager/coach must be able to inspire respect with patience, understanding, 
and honor.  

 Everything you do your kids see, so set good, positive examples. 

 Make sure all players have completed a Medical Release form and you have 
them at all practices or games. 

 Never argue with umpires or other managers/coach’s as they are all volunteers. 

 If any manager/coach, player, parent, family member or fan is ejected from the 
game, they must physically leave the boundaries of the Little League. Also, it is 
an automatic one game suspension. 

 It is the responsibility of both teams to begin a game on time! If an Umpire does 
not appear at your game on time, then each team manager/coach must begin the 
game and should umpire opposing pitchers from behind the pitcher’s mound.    

 Please impress upon your team (Parents, Fans and Players) that it is a privilege 
that the Rio School District and Oxnard Parks & Rec allow us to use these fields 
and that privilege can be revoked at any time. 

o Your teams, parents, and fans trash should be picked-up before you leave 
the field.  

o Destruction of property will not be tolerated. Offenders will be suspended 
from the league as a player or fan for a period of no less than two years. 

o Smoking is not allowed. 
o Pets are not allowed. 
o Alcohol is not allowed. 

 Most of the information contained within this document outline areas that are not 
included in the Little League rule book. They are by-laws or rules each League 
chooses to incorporate in order to maintain a well structured and fair division. 

 
 
**Please do not allow parents on the playing field.  Only managers and coaches, 
who have been screened by the league, should be allowed on the playing field or 
in the dugout.  It is common to see parents spread throughout the field during T-
Ball games.  Although the intent is to help the kids, this can also be very 
distracting when multiple voices are giving them direction.   
 
**Please teach players to make baseball plays on defense.  It is a very common 
occurrence to put your fastest runner at pitcher where a lot of balls are going to 
be hit.  Instead of throwing to first base, the pitcher (or other defensive player) 
will run the ball to first base to record the out.  Please remember, we are trying to 
teach these youngsters baseball.  Everyone is going to bat and score is not kept.  
Let’s try to record outs the proper way.  
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General Rules 

 Games are 1 hour and 20 minutes in length or four innings, whichever occurs 
first.  

 No post-season tournament will be held for this division. 

 It is the responsibility of the Visiting team (1st base dugout) to pick up the bases 
and place into storage after the game ends.   

 If a player arrives late to a game, he/she must be added to the end of the current 
lineup.  

 Due to insurance restrictions, during the week the Rio Vista fields cannot be 
accessed by anyone until 5:00pm. These fields are also closed for Oxnard P&R 
maintenance Sundays and Mondays.  

 There are no post-season All-Stars chosen from this division. 
 
Field Maintenance 

 Both teams are responsible for trash on their side of the field, dugout and stands. 
Please impress this point to your Team’s parents and fans and do not allow 
snacks to be distributed to the team until after this is done. It takes less than five 
(5) minutes for two teams (and fans) to pick up the trash THEY placed on the 
field and surrounding areas. There will be plenty of trash bins conveniently 
located for all to use. You will see volunteers after the game walking around and 
picking up trash. That is an additional courtesy to the League, it is not their 
responsibility to do this, responsibility lies with your team. We are privileged to 
have the best lighted fields in Oxnard, let’s keep it that way. 

 
Division Rules/By Laws 
 

Batting: 

 No bunting is allowed. 

 Every inning, all players will bat. 

 When batting off the Tee:  
o A hit ball must travel over the arch (15’) in front of home plate in order to 

be considered a fair ball. 
o On any given swing if a batter hits too much of the Tee, a foul can be 

assessed to the batter.   
o To measure up at the Tee, the batter must begin at the base of the Tee 

and move the bat up to the ball, then back into their stance. If a batter 
check swings to the ball or measures up beginning at the ball, a strike can 
be assessed to the batter. 

 There are no strike outs in this division.  
 

Substitutions: 

 All players must play the entire game.  
 

Base Running: 

 No lead-offs or base stealing is allowed.  

 Each play is base to base.  
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Run Scoring Limit: 

 There is no run scoring limit. 

 Once all players have batted, the team switches to defense. 
 

Defense: 

 Teams shall place all players on the field for defensive play by utilizing a fourth 
outfielder, however as little as eight players can be used in order to get a game 
played. 

 Before the ball is put into play, every outfielder must be positioned a minimum of 
10 feet behind first, second, or third base. Note: this rule is in place to teach 
players and coaches the traditional format of infielders/outfielders and to avoid 
possible safety issues. 

 All players should be rotated throughout the game and season.  
 

Snack Bar: 

 Every team has a specific date/time in which they must have four (4) volunteers 
help operate the Snack Bar and in turn receive their $20 deposit. A schedule 
outlining those specific days will be distributed to every Manager and Team 
Parent. Please make certain that each of the Parent(s) are clearly aware of which 
day they are responsible for and follow-up with them to make certain that they 
appear. All snack bar personnel must be 18 years of age or older. No open-toed 
shoes or high heels are allowed. 

 
Equipment: 

 At the end of the season, it is the responsibility of every Manager to return the 
equipment the League provides them (i.e. helmets, catcher’s chest guard, leg 
guards, mask, throat protector, mitt, equipment bag, etc.).  If a piece of 
equipment is broken during the regular season, do not throw it away, instead 
bring it to the Equipment Manager for a replacement, or the Equipment Manager 
may be able to repair it.  If a piece of equipment is lost, ask the Equipment 
Manager for a replacement. 

 Even if you are selected as an All-Star Manager for the post-season, or intend on 
managing a team next year or during the Fall, return the equipment!  

 The average cost to supply playing equipment to one team is $250. Over $6,500 
for the entire league. 

 It is the Managers responsibility to seek out the Equipment Manager in order to 
return the equipment, not the other way around. 

 If possible, return the equipment immediately after your last regular season 
game, but no later than Closing Ceremonies day. 

 
Online Tools & Resources 

 Our web site www.elriolittleleague.com has links to free online “how to” videos, 
pamphlets on proper hitting, pitching, catching and umpiring mechanics. As well 
as a host of other valuable information any coach could make use of. 

http://www.elriolittleleague.com/
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 The Little League web site www.LittleLeagueU.org is the most valuable online 
resource for training materials and it’s all free. However, in some cases you may 
need to create an online account (no fee) in order to access this information. 

 First and foremost you have been given a Little League Rule Book, read it. Most 
of the problems or issues that come up during a season are easily explained and 
avoided if all parties actually read it. 

 
Playing Fields 

 Rio Vista Middle School (RVMS), 3050 Thames River Drive.   

 Rio del Valle (RDV), 3100 N. Rose Avenue.  
 
Practice Locations 

 Baseball practice facilities are few and it can become very competitive to use one 
when El Rio’s 40+ teams as well as teams from other baseball leagues, softball 
and soccer all want to use them at the same time.  In the past we have tried to 
put together practice schedules for the fields we have permission to use, but that 
has not worked out very well due to a number of reasons. So we can only make 
the following suggestions when looking for a practice facility.  
 

Suggestions… 

 When you find a facility that another team is practicing at, work out a usage 
schedule with them. Very few teams practice every day.  

 You can use any open park you wish to, but those areas cannot be held solely 
for the use of El Rio Little League and are always on a first come, first serve 
basis.  

 Rio Lindo School has three backstops and will be a facility that only teams from 
El Rio are permitted to use. 

 Rio del Valle School (this will be our main practice facility) has five fields and 
many open areas lower division teams can practice on. Only teams from El Rio 
are permitted to practice there. El Rio Little League teams can practice at RDV 
only on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and rotating Saturdays. We will also host games 
on the Senior and Major Fields. Only the Junior division should use the Senior 
field for practice.  

 Rio Vista Middle School has a few open areas that lower division teams can 
practice on.   

 Rio Plaza & Rio del Norte schools are off-limits for baseball practice. Those 
facilities are for girls softball only. 

 Rio Real School is off-limits for baseball practice due to safety issues (uneven 
ground, exposed sprinklers, holes). 

 

http://www.littleleagueu.org/

