
Location: Theodore Wirth, Minneapolis, Mn Date:

Rank Name Grade Team Time

1 Ray Folland 12 Duluth Central 20:26
2 Don Johnson Duluth Central 20:59
3 Henry Hanson 12 Minneapolis Washburn 21:34
4 Elanzo Tiant Minneapolis North 22:14
5 John Chambers Minneapolis West 22:20
6 Charles Banks (Bankii) 10 Duluth Central 22:43
7 Marvin Zebe Minneapolis North 23:26
8 Gordon Eggaraard Minneapolis Washburn 23:59
9 Alex Talleckson 12 Duluth Central 24:08

10 John Olson Minneapolis North 24:18
11 Bob Frick Grand Rapids 24:32
12 Ed Sisler Grand Rapids 25:15
13 Elmer Lake Duluth Central 25:39
14 Glen Swenson Grand Rapids 25:41
15 James Peterson Minneapolis North 26:08
16 Bob Larson Minneapolis Washburn 26:34
17 Rolf Huggenvik Northfield 26:38
18 Lester Wachman Minneapolis Washburn 26:38
19 S. Nelson Minneapolis Washburn 26:43
20 Don Swanson Minneapolis North 27:03
21 Fred Lang Minneapolis Marshall 27:10
22 Howard Nordby Minneapolis Central 27:19
23 Robert Giantvalley Minneapolis North 27:48
24 David Laird Minneapolis University 27:49

25 Dick Woodcock Minneapolis West 28:19
26 Warren Anderson Grand Rapids 28:19
27 Art Stone Minneapolis Washburn 28:21
28 F. Brennon Minneapolis Washburn 29:09
29 William Valentine Minneapolis Roosevelt 30:55
30 Don Larson Red Wing 32:07
31 Erling Kindem 9 Northfield 36:03

* Results from the MSHSL yearbook, 1940-1941
Stories of 1940 winner found in Amazon book "Norm Oakvik: The Inconspicuous Coach" 

 www.amazon.com/dp/B0DX7JZ9SK
Corrections or additions, please email Doug Edmonson at edmonsondm@outlook.com

1940 MSHSL NORDIC SKI RACING STATE MEET
Approx. 3 mile (5 km) Classic Results*

February 10th, 1940

Snow 
conditions:

No weather data available but 
according to newspaper accounts, 
many skiers had trouble throughout 
the winter due to lack of adequate 
snowfall.

High Temperature:
The high was 36 F but in the mid-twenties until 
late afternoon when the race was most likely 
held.



Cross-country Team Scores
Place School Time Top Two

1 Duluth Central 41:25 20:26+20:59
2 Minneapolis Washburn 45:33 21:34+23:59
3 Minneapolis North 45:40 22:14+23:26
4 Grand Rapids 49:47 24:32+25:15
5 Minneapolis West 50:09 22:20+27:49
6 Northfield 62:41 26:38+36:03

According to the Minneapolis Star Tribune article by Louis Greene, dated February 11th, 1940, there was 
a significant number of participants from throughout the state.  The article listed not only the top finishers 
in slalom, jumping and cross-country, but also listed all 102 participants in the meet.                                                                                                                                                             
Of those 102 total participants, sixty-two were from the Minneapolis-St. Paul area, fourteen from Southern 
Minnesota and only twenty-six from Northern Minnesota cities.  Grand Rapids had the most participants 
(11) but the ten from Duluth Central had the most dramatic impact, taking first place overall, placing 
multiple skiers in the top ten in all three events.

Duluth Central ski team - 1940 yearbook

Team times may appear different from MSHSL times but they are equivalent.  MSHSL times are 
reported as the total of two skiers, i.e. Central's time is listed as 40:85 (20:26+ 20:59.  This author has 
rounded the time to the next minute and subtracted 60 seconds from the MSHSL time., i.e. 
40:85=41:25.

First Row: Mr. 
Anderson, 
Johnson, Folland, 
Tollakson, Duke

Second Row: 
Ronning, Banks,
Peterson, Krause, 
Contardo



High School Teams # participants
Minneapolis Washburn 8
Minneapolis Glenwood 5
Minneapolis Roosevelt 9
Minneapolis North 9
Minneapolis Marshall 3
Minneapolis University High 4
Minneapolis West 7
Minneapolis Vocational 2
St. Louis Park 2
Wayzata 5
White Bear Lake 3
St Paul Harding 5

Stillwater 7
Northfield 3
Redwing 4

10
11
5

102
Greenway Coleraine

Total Participants

Duluth Central
Grand Rapids


