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SPORTS

Sunshine and bright
smiles were plentiful at the
recent Headwaters Youth Soc-
cer Association’s (HYSA) an-
nual fall recreational soccer
tournament at Oldenburg
Sports Park in Eagle River.

HYSA, a part of the com-
munity for nearly 30 years,
hosted approximately 300
players from 10 towns
throughout the North Woods
and the Upper Peninsula of
Michigan, including Conover,
Eagle River, Land O’ Lakes,
Minocqua, Phelps, St. Ger-
main, Sugar Camp, Three
Lakes and Iron River and
Ironwood, Mich. 

The program (starting in
mid-spring) registers youth
players from pre-kinder-
garten through eighth grade
for practice and games start-
ing in early August through
the end of September.

Within the last three to
four years, program organiz-
ers realized that HYSA is
moving into a full second gen-
eration of players.

“With families like Otto,
Healy, Mors, Adamovich,
Hicks, Meyer and Favorite
(and many others) again in-
volved as a second generation
and newer families like Pin-
ski, Duffek, Shenk, Lovas and
Maines (and many others)
participating, there is a
heightened level of enthusi-
asm and interest in the sport
and the program. We look for-
ward to growing together
with these families and as a
community,” said an HYSA
board member.

The program is about more
than just learning to play soc-
cer, according to John Welsh,
HYSA president from Three
Lakes.

“It’s just a fun activity for
kids where we want them to
have fun with soccer. But at
the same time we want them
to be stretched too, from the

standpoint of just personally
growing in character and
that’s what the whole goal of
the program is,” said Welsh.
“As organizers, we hope this
program encourages the kids
to focus on learning skills but
most importantly, having
fun,” said Welsh. 

Rod Sternhagen of Eagle
River agreed with Welsh.

“Playing sports, especially
soccer, is a great way to teach
children how to work with
others. It also teaches them
how to juggle school, after-
school work and the rest of
life,” said Sternhagen. “As a
high school coach, it is great
to watch all the kids, seeing
how they improve year after
year. The end-of-the-season
tournament weekend shows
how the dedication of coaches,
athletes and parents is pay-
ing off, especially when you
see smile after smile!”

The soccer program is also
very important to the youth
in a small community such as
Phelps, according to Patti
Darr of Phelps.

“It provides an opportunity
for young kids to be active
while making friends, learn-
ing respect toward team-
mates and coaches, and
teaching the important life
skill of working together,”
said Darr. “The residents of
Phelps have always sup-
ported this program and
value the sense of community
it creates in children who, be-
cause of our small class sizes,
will be working together for
the rest of their school ca-
reers.” 

The program is now at-
tracting teams from the Up-
per Peninsula of Michigan.

“It is inspiring for the
younger kids to be able to see
and feel the excitement from
having all age groups and
games played at one location.
The kids love the opportunity

to be able to play against a
different local community
each week,” said Christy
Makuck of Iron River, Mich.
“The players have really
grown throughout the season,
both individually and as a
team.”

Ryan Glembin the town co-
ordinator for Sugar Camp
soccer program, said the
HYSA youth club is dedicated
to bringing a quality soccer
program to local communi-
ties.

“Soccer is generally the
first sport every youth starts
out playing at a young age.
For many kids, the value of
teamwork and commitment is
instilled in them throughout
these times,” said Glembin.
“The joy on kids’ and even the
parents’ faces from practices
to the games is the reason our
youth club soccer program is
committed to bringing the
very best program to our com-
munities.”

While HYSA welcomes in
a second generation of youth
players, the club also recog-
nizes the families who have
been growing together with
the organization, such as Cox
and Smith from St. Germain,
and Snedden of Eagle River
(and many, many others).
These families have had three
or more children start with
and participate in the pro-
gram year after year. 

“Families like these have
provided continuity and
framework in keeping the
program functioning. These
families continue to partici-
pate year after year after year
for good reason,” said an
HYSA board member.

“Being involved with
HYSA recreational soccer is
great opportunity for having
youth involved in sports.
Recreational soccer allows for
an economical and family
friendly way to get exposure
to play and to spend time

with friends and to interact
with others for surrounding
towns,” said one long-time
HYSA family member.

Because the fall recreation
program is short (six to eight
weeks, including the main
tournament) and since the
centralized game location at
Oldenburg Sports Park was
decided on a few years ago,
games times are relatively
the same from week to week.
The games are played each
Saturday morning starting in
August through the end of
September. 

“This consistency in loca-

tion and times each week
makes family scheduling
much easier,” said another
HYSA family member.

Another family member
said the simple schedule al-
lows players with other inter-
ests  to work additional
activities into their calendar.

“This introduction into soc-
cer allows players to grow and
participate in the Northern
Lights winter indoor league,
the HYSA United spring com-
petitive league, high school
and college programs,” added
another family member.

Contacts for the HYSA fall

recreation program include
John Welsh at 3lakesyouth-
soccer@gmail.com and David
Chamberlain at no-
dled1864@gmail.com. The
contact for HYSA United is
hysaunited@gmail.com. The
contact for the Northern
Lights indoor winter league is
Brad Camp at
bradley.j.camp@gmail.com.

“The HYSA board and pro-
gram participants say thanks
to everyone who was a part of
making the season and th e
tournament a success,” said
Chamberlain, HYSA vice
president.

Annual HYSA fall soccer tournament
attracts 300 players to Oldenburg Park

Hundreds of youths participated in the annual Headwaters Youth
Soccer Association (HYSA) tournament at Oldenburg Sports Park

on Highway G in Eagle River. Players from 10 communities partic-
ipated in the event.                                       —Contributed Photos

The Tony Duffek family, toting soccer balls and
other gear, strolled across the Oldenburg Sports

Park lawn during the recent HYSA tournament at
the park.

Young referees are very important to the success of the youth
soccer program in this area.

Thank You!
The Headwaters Youth Soccer Association would like

to thank everyone who took part in making our 2018
season and fall tournament a success: coaches, volun-
teers, member families and players, and especial ly to all
of our youth referees.

Season & Tournament Sponsors
Aspirus, Iron River
Benson Builders
Blend Coffee
Borderland Forestry
Brew’s Pub
CornerStone Custom Builders
Eagle River Animal Hospital
Eagle River Cabinets
Eagle River Union Airport
Eliason Realty of the North
Headwaters State Bank
Hiller Vacation Homes
Hillside Resort
Honey Rock
HYSA United Competitive Soccer
J&J Services
Krist Oil
Metro Screenprinting
Nampel & Associates
Northern Waters Angling

& Archery
Northwood Design
Re/Max Property Pros
St. Germain Sentry Foods
St. Germain/Sayner Stingers Soccer

honoring Tim Nampel #13
Sunrise Lodge on

Lac Vieux Desert
Three Lakes Soccer
Trackside

Contributors that play a role
with property upkeep
and improvement
Boone’s Building Supply
Eagle Waste & Recycling
Gene’s Painting
Mike’s Septic
Muskyland Plumbing
Nelson’s Ace Hardware
Northwoods Portable Toilets
Otto Towing & Fabrication
The Car Shop
The Paint Bucket
Vilas County Highway Dept.

Other Contributors
Vilas County News-Review
Vilas County Parks & Recreation/

Oldenburg Sports Park
WJFW TV12

Community Volunteers
Edward Falcetta
Brad Camp
Manuel Gutierrez
Rob Hom

For
The Kids!
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The playoff drought in
Three Lakes is all but over
following a 40-0 handling of
Crandon by the Bluejays on
the road this past Friday.

Since returning to the
WIAA 11-man field following
a three-year stint of playing
8-man football from 2012-’14,
Bluejays head coach Tyler
Maney has put the goal of get-
ting to the postseason on top
of his team’s list of priorities.

While injuries have deci-
mated the team over the
course of the last two seasons,
being able to stay healthy this
year and sustaining a
formidable front five on of-
fense and seven on defense
was key, said Maney.

“Up front we’ve been tough
all year,” he said. “We can
move the ball on just about
anyone. That I am confident.
And we’ve shown this year
that if we don’t beat our-
selves, we’re going to be in the
football game.”

Heading into their final
regular season matchup this
Friday in Eagle River, Maney
said he still feels as if the
complete game is out there for
the Bluejays.

“We haven’t played our
best football yet,” said Maney.
“We’ve seen flashes of it, but
we’re still waiting to put it all
together.”

This past Friday the Blue-
jays had little trouble moving
past conference rival Cran-
don, and in the process
pushed their record to 5-3
overall and 3-3 inside the
Marinette-Oconto-Northern-
Lakes-Packerland Confer-
ence.

By finishing .500 or better
Three Lakes-Phelps qualified
themselves for the 2018 post-
season, and will be one of 32-
teams within the Division 6
field come October 19 when
the opening round gets under-
way.

A total of 225 teams will be
put into the postseason
grinder by the WIAA. Once all
qualified teams are ranked
according to enrollment, divi-
sions will be set as it looks to
pit Three Lakes-Phelps in the
last few schools at the bottom
of Division 6.

The last time Three Lakes
qualified for the State play-
offs was 2004.

Since then Three Lakes
has posted just one winning
record (2008, 5-4) and has en-
dured two winless campaigns
to go along with a pair of one-
win seasons.

Maney said it’s been a lot
of ups and downs for the pro-
gram which put a large load
of frustration behind them
Friday with the win in Cran-
don.

“Our goal starting this sea-
son was to get to the playoffs,”
Maney said prior to last week.
“If we can do that, you darn
right we’re going to feel good
about it. It’s been a long time
coming.”

What’s been at the root of
the Bluejays success this sea-
son was on full display again
Friday night as senior Corwin
Schroeder put the Bluejays on
his back, carrying the ball 23
times for 227 yards and scor-
ing three times.

As a team the Bluejays ran
wild on Crandon, totalling
357 yards on the ground to go
along with another 47
through the air.

Defensively the trio of Gus
and Sam Holzbauer and Con-
nor Kincaid had nine, seven
and nine tackles apiece, re-
spectively. Brandon Brewer
also had a nice game on both
sides of the ball, carrying 10
times for 50 yards offensively
and recording four tackles
and a quarterback sack on the
defensive side of the ball.

The Bluejays wasted little
time grabbing control Friday
as they ran for three scores in

the first 12 minutes to go up
24-0 after the first.

They would add a score in
the second and third quarters
and salt away the running
clock in the second half to win
easily against their confer-
ence nemesis.

Schroeder’s big night
boosted his yearly total on the
ground to 1,360 yards which
ranks him 11th best across all
seven divisions in the State.
He’s averaging 7.4 yards per
carry, and has carried for a
team-high 18 touchdowns on
the year thus far.

That total will try to ex-
pand Friday when Three
Lakes-Phelps travels to
Northland Pines to face the
Eagles who will be hosting
their Homecoming.

The Eagles have been
formidable against the run
this season, having allowed
just under five yards per
carry and 14 touchdowns
across eight games.

Northland Pines needs the
win badly as their playoff
hopes were put on life support
last week following a 14-7 loss
to Crivitz.

Game time is set for 7 p.m.
at Northland Pines High
School. A full report of playoff
pairings will be available on
the WIAA website Friday
evening.

Playoff picture now clearer for Bluejays
___________
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