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OUR MISSION
USA Hockey provides the FOUNDATION 

for the sport of ice hockey in AMERICA; 

helps young people become LEADERS, 

sometimes OLYMPIC or PARALYMPIC 

heroes; and CONNECTS the game at 

EVERY LEVEL while promoting a  

lifelong LOVE of the SPORT.

USA HOCKEY BY THE NUMBERS
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There were many things to celebrate during the 
2021-22 season as we worked together to emerge 
from the COVID-19 pandemic, perhaps most notably 
watching our athletes compete at the 2022 Olympic 
and Paralympic Games. It was particularly exciting to 
witness our Paralympic Sled Hockey Team win gold 
for an unprecedented fourth straight Games.

We can also be proud that USA Hockey stepped up 
to host the IIHF U18 Women’s World Championship 
in June. The event was originally slated to be held in 
Sweden in January, but was canceled by the IIHF due 
to COVID concerns.

The season also included another great slate of USA 
Hockey National Championships and it was fun to see 
the smiles of players and families alike at sites across 
the country. We’re thankful to all the host sites and 
volunteers that helped make the culmination of the 
season so special.

It was also great to have our Pond Hockey National 
Championships in Eagle River, Wisconsin, back on 
the ice after missing a year due to the pandemic. The 
event is one of the most anticipated each season for 
our adult players.

And to all those who worked on advancing our 
coaching and officiating education programs, and 
the diligent efforts of everyone involved in the 
safety and well-being of our participants, we’re most 
appreciative always of your contributions.

With the volunteers who help make USA Hockey 
go in communities across our country – and the 
many other stakeholders in the game who work 
collaboratively to make our sport better, including our 
great group of corporate partners – the future of our 
sport is indeed bright. 

Enjoy the highlights of the 2021-22 season included 
in the pages within.
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SAFETY
A great hockey experience begins with 
providing a safe and fun environment 
for our participants – both on and off 
the ice. This is a central focus of USA 
Hockey’s every day commitment.

The USA Hockey Safety and Protective 
Equipment Committee, led by Dr. Michael 
Stuart from the Mayo Clinic, provides 
important guidance and education related 
to the safety of the game and is involved 
in research that ultimately helps better the 
sport overall.

Another facet of USA Hockey’s multi-pronged 
approach to safety is its significant risk 
management program and also support of 
the Hockey Equipment Certification Council, 
the independent non-profit that was created 
at its request in 1978 to test and certify 
protective equipment, particularly head 
protection. 

Off the ice, USA Hockey is guided by its Safe 
Sport Program, which features education 
and policies designed to protect participants 
from sexual abuse, bullying, harassment, 
sexual abuse and other types of misconduct. 
It includes a streamlined process to report 
any form of misconduct and requires training 
and background screening for all adults 
who work with minor-aged players. It also 
provides resources for parents and minor-
aged players to help recognize behaviors that 
are acceptable and unacceptable in sports.

USA HOCKEY  3



4  USA HOCKEY

AMERICAN DEVELOPMENT MODEL – FUN THROUGH DEVELOPMENT
USA Hockey continues to create fun through competition, 
placing hockey at the top of the youth sports experience at 
every age level. Launched in 2009, USA Hockey’s American 
Development Model was created as a nationwide effort to 
emphasize age-appropriate training and competition. 

Adopted by the United States Olympic 
and Paralympic Committee for further 
advancement of all youth sports, the 
ADM name is now synonymous with 

USA Hockey’s industry-leading approach to youth sports. 
USA Hockey created programming and education based 
on science and child development research, which calls 
for creating fun, active environments focused on skill 
development and engagement. These environments are 
where every child can excel and reach their full potential. 
Through doing what’s best for kids, we are providing the 
ideal education in hockey.

Advocates of USA Hockey’s approach to youth sports are 
widespread, from grassroots hockey to the very highest 
levels of the sport.

“It was a lot more fun for me growing up with small-ice 
hockey,” said Auston Matthews, a two-time USA Hockey 
gold medalist and one of eight Americans to be selected 
first overall in the NHL Draft. “The game is all about skill, 
creativity and competition. Play in smaller spaces helps 
develop all of that.”

There are subtle points of emphasis throughout USA 
Hockey’s foundation that support hockey’s principles. 
Three-time USA Hockey gold medalist Seth Jones recalls 
playing multiple sports, and eventually finding his passion 
for hockey naturally as a child. “I had a basketball hoop in 
the driveway and right next to it was a hockey net,” said 
Jones. “The hockey net got used a little bit more! I 
just fell in love with the game.”

Olympic gold medalist and six-time world 
champion Kendall Coyne Schofield knows 
the benefits of competitive practices, and 
benefits from USA Hockey both on and 
off the ice.

“The game of hockey teaches a kid 
so much more than X’s and O’s 
and wins and losses,” said Coyne 
Schofield. “It’s also teaching 
teamwork, dedication, 
commitment and 
perseverance.”

BUILDING A STRONG FOUNDATION

It was a lot more fun for me  
growing up with small-ice hockey. 

The game is all about skill, creativity 
and competition. Play in smaller  
spaces helps develop all of that.

““
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PLAYER DEVELOPMENT CAMPS 
For more than 40 years, USA Hockey has provided training 
and competition opportunities for the most advanced 
teenage athletes to measure and hone their skills against 
the top players from around the country through its series of 
district and national Player Development Camps. 

USA Hockey’s annual Player Development Camps for boys and 
girls ages 15, 16 and 17 took place from June 22-July 21, 2022. 
The boys camps were held in Amherst, New York, and the girls 

camps were conducted in St. 
Cloud, Minnesota. These 

camps emphasize age-
appropriate training 

and competition in 
accordance with USA 

Hockey’s American 
Development 

Model.

Mentorship and coaching at the camps are provided by 
experienced player development staff from USA Hockey in 
collaboration with top coaches from all levels of the game. 
This assemblage of coaching and camp personnel provides 
boys and girls with competitive on- and off-ice training that 
sets a solid foundation for the next step in their hockey 
careers, while also delivering a consistent education about 
USA Hockey’s training principles and key values. 

At the local level, USA Hockey continues to support district 
and regional Player Development Camps across the nation for 
boys and girls, with the objective of giving more players an 
opportunity to experience a development camp environment 
while also introducing them to high-performance USA Hockey 
programming.

In total, more than 3,000 athletes and 400 staff were part of 
the USA Hockey regional and national Player Development 
Camp program in 2022, making it one of USA Hockey’s largest 
and most impactful development initiatives. Additionally, the 

national-level events provided the first introduction 
to international competition for many, 

including those athletes who went 
on to compete at the Five 

Nations Tournament, the 
Hlinka Gretzky Cup and the 

Women’s Under-18 Series.



GOALTENDING DEVELOPMENT 
USA Hockey unveiled a new focused approach for goaltending development and education in 2018, and since then has 
continued to build a solid foundation for nationwide development with aims to help American goaltenders reach their maximum 
potential. 

EDUCATION
The progressive goaltending coaching education program includes three levels:

• The Bronze level covers aspects of age-appropriate training, fundamentals of goaltending, proper drill design and 
equipment. 

• At the Silver level, the education consists of a minimum of 12 hours of on- and off-ice goaltending coach development and 
teaches how to build a season plan, how to evaluate goalies, how to run goalie clinics, and mental skills for goalies. 

• The Gold level is the peak of the goaltending coach development program and teaches coaches how to become a director of 
goaltending for their local areas.

Throughout the pandemic, bronze courses were made available virtually to all Level 1 and above coaches throughout USA 
Hockey. Silver courses debuted in the 2021-22 season and featured an in-person event with the Las Vegas Golden Knights. 
Course offerings will continue to expand in the future, with additional in-person and virtual options.

USA Hockey has appointed male and female Goalie Coach-in-Chiefs for all 12 Districts, and all 34 USA Hockey Affiliates are 
working on appointing male and female Goaltending Development Coordinators to lead education and development efforts. For 
additional help, a Goaltending Development Leader role has been created to help the GCICs and GDCs. The main responsibility 
for the team is to host goalie coach developer courses.

HIGH PERFORMANCE CAMPS
USA Hockey’s high-performance goaltending program includes goaltender specific national-level camps for both boys and girls, 
held in conjunction with Player Development Camps. More than 30 goaltenders between 15- and 17-years-old participated in 
both the boys and girls camps during the 2021-22 season, which also featured the debut of a new grassroots goaltending effort 
with all districts providing local goaltending camps for their 14-year-old athletes. These camps serve as an introduction to USA 
Hockey goaltending development camps and are run by the local goaltending development coordinators.

THE USA HOCKEY APPROACH TO GOALTENDING

USA Hockey’s goaltending development program concentrates on three 
stages of a prospective goaltender’s experience; the try stage, the develop 
stage, and the master stage. The try stage is focused on getting more athletes 
in the net and making sure that they enjoy that experience. Quick change 
equipment, intermediate nets, try goalie for free events and entry level game/
practice management are the topics of emphasis with the stage. 

The develop stage is all about best serving the athlete that decides to play 
in net. This stage is centered around parent/coaching education, player 
development and age-appropriate training. 

Finally, the master stage is focused on making our country’s best the world’s 
best. We lean on our top American goalie coaches to help create the 

best strategies and training sessions for our best athletes. 
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DIVERSITY
 EQUITY &
  INCLUSION
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USA Hockey continued its efforts to further a better, more 
inclusive environment for hockey in meaningful ways 
throughout the 2021-22 season.

Among the highlights was the creation of a scholarship 
program to provide funding to attend the North American 
Rink Conference and Expo (NARCE) for diverse candidates 

(females, people of color, disabled/adaptive, veterans). 
The initiative is aimed at providing the education offered 
as part of NARCE to those aspiring to serve particularly as 
a hockey director.

Plans were also established to formalize annual or 
semi-annual meetings for the organization’s 34 Affiliate 
presidents to focus on emerging trends in hockey and 
leadership, and including hockey development and 
diversity, equity, inclusion and innovation.

Education throughout the USA Hockey ecosystem 
continued in earnest throughout the season and regional 
efforts to gather feedback through insight reporting 
resulted in key findings to help guide future efforts 
relative to diversity, equity and inclusion.

USA Hockey is COMMITTED 

to fostering a WELCOMING 

environment FOR ALL by building 

a DIVERSE, EQUITABLE and 

INCLUSIVE game.

We CELEBRATE every race, 

gender and background to UNITE 

as one COMMUNITY.

We believe meaningful ACTION 

can positively AFFECT important 

CHANGE in our sport and carry 

over into our EVERDAY LIVES.



THE HEARTBEAT OF OUR GAME
PLAYERS • COACHES • OFFICIALS



YOUTH HOCKEY
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With a focus on competition and fun to create the best 
possible environment for kids, the number of children playing 
hockey in the United States included more than 383,000 
across all 50 states during the 2021-22 season.

DEVELOPMENT
USA Hockey continues to be the leader in youth sports 
thanks to its long-term athlete development principles and 
age-appropriate training. Emphasis on fun in development, 
focusing on competition and promoting a competitive 
environment at the rink has been at the core of the past year, 
while developing and updating age-specific modules and 
resources for coaches and parents alike.

SAFETY
Prior to the 
2019-20 
season, the USA 
Hockey Board 
of Directors 
unanimously 
ratified the 
Declaration of 
Player Safety, 
Fair Play and 
Respect. At the 

2021 Annual Congress, the Declaration was incorporated into 
rules change language. USA Hockey has made a concentrated 
effort to change the culture around body checking, especially 
with a focus on competitive contact at all levels. With the 
focus on winning possession of the puck competitively, USA 
Hockey will continue efforts to end all unacceptable body 

checks, including hits to the head, hits from behind and late 
hits. USA Hockey coaches and officials continue to educate 
players on acceptable ways to play hockey competitively with 
respect.

GROWTH
Sharing hockey with more families of all backgrounds in all 
parts of the United States continues to be a central priority 
for USA Hockey, and despite the challenges associated with 
the pandemic, efforts to grow the game were an important 
part of the 2021-22 season. Through Try Hockey for Free 
events, working with partners like the NHL and their Learn 
to Play initiative, and also with a focus to make hockey more 
welcoming, especially for non-traditional families, important 
steps were taken to positively affect growth within the sport.

RETENTION
Ensuring that children enjoy hockey and want to 
continue playing is an on-going focus for USA Hockey. The 
organization’s youth initiatives emphasize fun, competition, 
engagement, skill development and proper practice-to-
game ratios, and each of these components work to ensure 
that children have every opportunity to play and love the 
sport, without the pressure of excessive financial burdens 
or misguided development priorities. At the end of the 
day, development is fun and having fun playing hockey is 
development.

A major component of USA Hockey’s player development efforts, its junior 
hockey program provides opportunities for players ages 16-to-20 to hone 
and enhance their skills through both on-ice competition and quality off-
ice training. The impact of junior hockey can be showcased by the more 
than 1,000 athletes who made NCAA Division I rosters in 2021-22.

The Tri-City Storm claimed the 2022 Anderson Cup as regular-season 
champions, while the Sioux City Musketeers won the prized Clark Cup 
championship as post-season champions. The New Jersey Titans won the 
Robertson Cup as NAHL playoff champions, and at the Tier III level, the 
Rochester Grizzlies were crowned as NA3HL champions.

JUNIOR
HOCKEY
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USA Hockey’s adult program 
continues to thrive, with more 
than 160,000 players engaged 
through a variety of signature 
playing opportunities across the 
country in 2021-22.

The USA Hockey Pond Hockey National 
Championships – staged each February 
on Dollar Lake in Eagle River, Wis. – 
returned to the ice following a year 
hiatus due to the pandemic. The 2022 
edition marked the 16th anniversary of 
the event and continued the tradition of 
one of USA Hockey’s most exciting and 
sought-after events of the season. More 
than 1,500 players from 220 teams in 
13 men’s, six women’s and one warrior 
division competed.

In April, the 2022 USA Hockey 
Adult Men’s and Women’s National 
Championships returned to the 
AdventHealth Center Ice in Wesley 
Chapel, Florida. Sixty men’s teams and 
40 women’s teams, ranging from right 
out of college to 75+, competed in the 
tournament. 

The 2021-22 season also included the 
return of USA Hockey’s Adult Classic 
Tournaments, with events in Columbus, 
Denver, Lake Placid, Las Vegas, and 
Seattle, highlighting the competition 
across the country.

A vital cornerstone of USA Hockey’s 
adult program is its partnership with 
the American Collegiate Hockey 
Association. The ACHA includes over 500 
men’s and women’s non-varsity college 
teams, facilitating competitive playing 
opportunities on college campuses 
nationwide.

ADULT
  HOCKEY



DISABLED HOCKEY
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USA Hockey’s disabled hockey program continues to provide 
opportunities nationwide across its six disciplines: blind/visually 
impaired, deaf/hard of hearing, sled, standing amputee, special and 
warrior hockey. 

The 2021-22 season included a return to the rink after a 
hiatus in 2020 due to the COVID-19 pandemic, with all four 
disabled hockey classics returning to in-person events. The 
Toyota-USA Hockey Disabled Hockey Festival also was back 
on the ice after being conducted virtually for two years.

The inaugural USA Hockey Blind Hockey Classic took place 
October 22-24 at the Centene Community Ice Center in 
Maryland Heights, Missouri. The St. Louis Blind Hockey 
program played host to the event, marking a historic 
milestone for blind hockey. One of the fastest growing 
segments of disabled hockey, blind hockey features an 
adapted puck that makes noise and is both bigger and 
slower than a traditional puck. The event brought together 
54 blind hockey players from across the country to 
participate with vision levels ranging from legally blind – 
approximately 10 percent vision or less – to totally blind.

The fifth annual USA Hockey Warrior Classic was held 
November 4-7 in New Jersey. The event was hosted by 
the Flyers Warriors at the Flyers Skate Zone in Voorhees, 
and Hollydell Ice Arena in Sewell. A total of 27 teams 
came together from around the country to participate 
in a weekend of hockey that is dedicated to U.S. military 
veterans with a disability who also play ice hockey. 

The 11th annual USA Hockey Sled Classic, presented by the 
NHL, took place November 18-21 in Wayne, New Jersey. 

The New Jersey Devils played host at the Ice Vault Arena. 
All participating teams had support from NHL teams, and 
they represent their clubs by wearing their jersey during 
Sled Classic games. The event included 28 teams from 
around the country, represented by 17 different NHL 
teams. 

The third annual USA Hockey Special Hockey Classic took 
place December 3-5 in Columbus, Ohio. The Columbus 
Blue Jackets Special Hockey program served as host, with 
13 teams participating. The special hockey discipline gives 
players with a wide range of cognitive and developmental 
disabilities the chance to play the sport of ice hockey in an 
environment that is adapted to the level of ability.

The 2022 Toyota-USA Hockey Disabled Hockey Festival was 
held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, over two weekends – April 
7-10 and April 21-24. USA Hockey’s largest indoor, single-
city event of the season, the Toyota-USA Hockey Disabled 
Festival brought together over 1,400 players across all six 
disciplines, with a total of 103 teams in various disciplines 
taking part in the event. Blind, deaf/hard of hearing, 
special, standing amputee and warrior hockey 
were featured the first weekend, with 
sled hockey, including the 2022 Sled 
Hockey National Championship, 
taking place the second weekend.
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USA Hockey continues to be a recognized leader in coaching education, not only in the United States, 
but around the world. With the efforts of our district coaches-in-chief, USA Hockey staff, and over 
200 coach developers, USA Hockey completed the launch of a newly designed coaching education 
curriculum for the 2021-22 season. Each level of coaching certification went through a complete 
transformation to improve the content and the way coaching education is delivered to our 60,000 
coaches nationwide.

During the season, coach developers had the opportunity to 
attend several different clinics across the country, providing 
opportunities to learn, develop and execute the new curriculum. 
This helped unify coaching education throughout the U.S. and 
allowed for improvement in delivering the popular virtual 
clinics to coaches. Continuing education opportunities included 
interactive virtual modules, virtual and in-person seminar 
opportunities, newly developed goaltending curriculum, and 
more. 

USA Hockey also debuted new, interactive age-specific modules 
for 8U, 10U/12U, and 13 & older age groups that are designed to 
coincide with the existing coaching curriculum. 

The silver goaltending curriculum, which was revamped in 2021-
22, provides a hybrid experience for coaches with in-person and 
online education opportunities. The course includes three video 
calls, along with a capstone weekend of in-person training. The 
curriculum is designed to teach coaches, among other things, 
how to better educate goaltenders, including developing in-
season training plans, creating healthy learning environments, 
assisting in off-ice development, and improving goaltender 
evaluation. 

USA Hockey’s dedication to further educate coaches continued 
in 2021-22 to help ensure quality coaching education throughout 
the country. Educators were provided both virtual and in-person 
opportunities to further develop their teaching and facilitation 
skills.

COACHES

PROGRAM 
HIGHLIGHTS

Added some 10,000 Level 1  
coaches nationwide and conducted 

575 coaching clinics for all levels 
around the United States in 2021-22.

Launched new in-person/virtual 
Level 1-4 clinic curriculum utilizing 

adult education theories in 
conjunction with the United States 
Center of Coaching Excellence with 

175 trained coach developers.

Produced 10 e-newsletters to  
serve as a regular connection and 
method to update coaches with 
the most pertinent, actionable 
information for the specific age  

level they are coaching.
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During the 2021-22 season, USA Hockey continued its 
commitment to advance the quality and effectiveness 
of officiating education, while also preparing officials 
across the country to reach the highest levels of the 
game. 

The work of the Officiating Task Force continued in earnest this 
season. The group was formed to focus on exploring five main areas – 
recruitment, retention, education, communication and legislation – and 
recommendations related to enhancing mentorship to positively affect 
retention were among the varied initiatives put into place. 

Respect of officials across all levels is an on-going focus of USA 
Hockey related to both retention and attracting new officials to 
the game.

USA Hockey also named its first-ever referee-in-chief for 
female development, a volunteer position aimed at 
developing and implementing strategies to advance 
efforts related to recruitment, retention and overall 
support of females currently involved or interested in 
becoming involved in officiating. 

USA Hockey takes pride in preparing its officials 
to work at the highest levels. During the 2022 
Olympic Winter Games in Beijing, nine officials 
were assigned to work the women’s and men’s 
tournaments, and four were selected to work in a 
gold-medal game, including Kelly Cooke, Kendall 
Hanley, Billy Hancock and Andrew Bruggeman. 

In addition, six NHL referees, three NHL linesmen and 
four minor league officials who worked the 2021-
22 season were trained in the USA Hockey officiating 
development program. In addition, four USA Hockey 
officials were selected to officiate the 2022 IIHF 
Men’s World Championship, while eight worked 
the 2022 IIHF Women’s World Championship.

The 2021-22 season included 24,531 officials 
registered with USA Hockey, 4,000 more 
than the 2020-21 season.

OFFICIALS



U.S. NATIONAL TEAMS
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NATIONAL TEAM DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM
USA Hockey’s National Team Development Program 
completed its 25th season of play in 2021-22, its seventh 
since moving into USA Hockey Arena in Plymouth, Michigan. 
The NTDP is the pinnacle of amateur player development in 
the United States as it trains and develops the top players 
from across the country in a two-year residency, emphasizing 
athletic, academic and social development.

The athletes who comprise the NTDP are among the best 
16- and 17-year-old players in the United States. Up to 47 
players are split into two teams – the U.S. National Under-17 
and U.S. National Under-18 Teams – and both squads face a 
rigorous domestic schedule against older, more 
experienced opponents in the NCAA, USHL 
and NAHL. 

The Under-18 and Under-17 Teams, 
which compete as one combined 
Team USA in the United States Hockey 
League, finished the 2021-22 regular 
season in seventh place in the 
league’s Eastern Conference with 
a 27-29-5-1 record, good for 60 
points. 

The U.S. National Under-18 
Team, led by second-year head 
coach Adam Nightingale, turned 
in an extremely impressive 
campaign that culminated 
with a 44-12-4 overall record. A 
dozen of those wins came over 
collegiate opponents, including 
sweeping all six college games 
at USA Hockey Arena that began 
with a 3-0 shutout over Michigan 
State. From October 30 through 
December 11, the team reeled off 12 
consecutive wins.

The U.S. National Under-17 Team, 
under second-year bench 
boss Dan Muse, battled to 
19-28-5 record on the 
season, buoyed by a pair 

of midseason winning streaks. The squad won six straight 
contests in the first half of the season, including a four-game 
sweep in international play. In February, the U17s won five 
straight, which concluded with a weekend sweep in Chicago 
against the Anderson Cup-winning Chicago Steel.

After international play was canceled during the 2020-21 
season, both teams were afforded the opportunity to return 
to the international stage in 2021-22. The Under-18 Team 
swept its November Five Nations tournament in Monthey, 
Switzerland, outscoring its opponents by a combined 30-5 
total across four games. The U17s won their exhibition and all 
three tournament contests at the November Four Nations in 

Vaasa, Finland, to claim first place. They traveled to Piestany, 
Slovakia, for the December Four Nations, where they took 

down Slovakia and Czechia before falling to Russia in the 
championship game. February tournaments for both 

teams were canceled due to lingering affects 
from COVID-19. 

After the conclusion of the season, the 
NTDP was well-represented at the 

2022 NHL Draft as 17 players and 
alums were chosen on July 7-8 in 
Montreal. The NTDP produced six 
first-round selections, including 
a pair of top-5 picks in forwards 
Logan Cooley at number three 
to Arizona and Cutter Gauthier to 

Philadelphia at fifth overall. Another 
quartet of forwards in Frank Nazar 

III (13th to CHI), Rutger McGroarty 
(14th to WPG), Jimmy Snuggerud 

(23rd to STL) and Isaac Howard 
(31st to TBL) were all picked in 

the first round. 

Since its inception in 
1996, the National Team 

Development Program 
has produced 378 

NHL draft picks, 
including 91 
first-round 
choices.
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Highlighted by the Olympic and Paralympic Winter Games in Beijing, China, the 2021-22 international calendar 
included much success for U.S. teams, including a historic fourth-consecutive gold at the Paralympics in sled 
hockey and seventh-consecutive medal – a silver – in women’s hockey at the Olympics. Team USA also earned 
silver medals at the IIHF Women’s World Championship, IIHF Under-18 Men’s World Championship and IIHF 
Under-18 Women’s World Championship.

Facing a looming cancellation by the IIHF due to COVID, USA Hockey, in partnership with University of Wisconsin 
athletics, Madison Capitols and the Madison Area Sports Commission, stepped forward and hosted the 2022 
IIHF Under-18 Women’s World Championship in Madison, Wisconsin, in June. USA Hockey also hosted the 2022 
Athletix Under-17 Five Nations Tournament in Colorado Springs, Colo., in August.

WOMEN’S NATIONAL TEAM
The U.S. competed in the 2022 Olympic Winter Games in 
February and the 2022 IIHF Women’s World Championship 
in August, bringing home a silver medal in both events. 

At the Olympics in Beijing, the U.S. went 3-1 in the 
preliminary round, before beating Czechia (quarterfinals) 
and Finland (semifinals) in the playoff round en route 
to the gold-medal game. Facing rival Canada in the final 
game, the U.S. dropped a tight 3-2 contest to take home 
silver. 

At the women’s world championship in Denmark, Team 
USA scorched through the preliminary round with a perfect 
4-0 record, and beat Hungary in the quarterfinals and 
Czechia in the semifinals to set up another chapter of its 
historic rivalry with Canada in the gold-medal game. The 
Canadians edged Team USA by a 2-1 count as the U.S. took 
home silver. U.S. Women’s National Team newcomer Taylor 
Heise was named tournament MVP, while Hilary Knight 
broke the IIHF Women’s World Championship all-time 
points record during competition as well. 

The U.S. extended its streak of earning a medal in every 
major international tournament since the introduction of 
women’s hockey in the Olympics in 1998 and the inception 
of the Women’s World Championship in 1990. 

MEN’S NATIONAL TEAM
At the Olympics in Beijing, the U.S. won Group A with a 
perfect 3-0 record, topping China, Canada and Germany, 
before falling to Slovakia, 3-2, in a shootout in the 
quarterfinals. The U.S. finished in fifth place, two spots 
better than the 2018 Games. The U.S. roster consisted of 
15 NCAA players, eight European pros and two AHL players. 

In Finland at the men’s world championship, the U.S. 
went 5-2 in the preliminary round and defeated top-
seeded Switzerland in the quarterfinals to advance to the 
semifinals where Team USA dropped a tight 4-3 decision 
against Finland. The U.S. then faced Czechia for bronze, but 
came up short.

TEAM USA
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SLED NATIONAL TEAM
The U.S. earned an unprecedented fourth-straight gold medal 
at the 2022 Paralympic Games. The U.S. breezed through 
the preliminary round, defeating Canada, 5-0, and South 
Korea, 9-1, before defeating China, 11-0 to advance to the 
gold-medal game. In the final contest, the U.S. topped rival 
Canada, 5-0, establishing a record for the largest margin of 
victory in a Paralympic gold medal game. Declan Farmer was 
named tournament MVP, leading all players in points (18) and 
assists (11).

JUNIOR TEAM
The 2022 IIHF World Junior Championship was postponed 
from December to August due to COVID, but that didn’t slow 
down Team USA as the U.S. raced through the tournament’s 
preliminary round with victories in all four of its games to 
win Group B. The U.S. faced Czechia in the quarterfinals, 
and despite a 30-24 shots-on-goal advantage, dropped a 4-2 
decision and finished the tournament in fifth place.

UNDER-18 TEAMS
The 2022 IIHF Under-18 Men’s World Championship was 
held in Landshut and Kaufbeuren, Germany. The U.S. entered 
the playoff round as the top seed having swept all three of 

its preliminary round games. Team USA beat Latvia, 13-3, in 
the quarterfinals and Czechia, 6-1, in the semifinals, before 
dropping the gold medal game to Sweden, 6-4. 

After rescheduling the tournament to the U.S. in June, the 
2022 IIHF Under-18 Women’s World Championship was 
held in Madison, Wisconsin. The U.S. came out firing on 
all cylinders going a perfect 3-0 in preliminary-round play, 
including a 7-0 victory over Canada. The team topped 
Sweden, 3-2, in the semifinals before falling in the gold medal 
game, 3-2, to Canada. 

SELECT TEAMS
The U.S. Women’s Under-22 Select Team played Canada in 
a three-game series in August. After dropping the first game 
by a 4-3 count in a shootout, the U.S. picked up 4-1 and 2-1 
decisions to claim the title. The U.S. Women’s Under-18 Select 
Team also played a three-game series against Canada in 
August, dropping a 6-5 contest in a shootout and also 4-0 and 
7-2 decisions.

The U.S. Under-17 Men’s Select Team competed at the 
Athletix Under-17 Five Nations Tournament in Colorado 
Springs, Colorado, finishing second behind Czechia. The U.S. 
Under-18 Men’s Select Team placed fifth at the 2022 Hlinka 
Gretzky Cup in Edmonton, Alberta. 
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SIGNATURE EVENTS

TRY HOCKEY FOR FREE
A signature growth initiative, 
USA Hockey’s two national 
Try Hockey For Free Days 
each season provide kids and 
families the opportunity to 
try the sport for the first time 
without cost.

The 2021-22 season marked the 12th for Try Hockey 
for Free, and children ages four through nine had 
an opportunity to try the game, with volunteers 
from across the country providing instruction and 
encouragement, and local associations and rinks 
lending equipment for newcomers to use.

At the Nov. 6 event, more than 8,000 kids tried hockey 
for the very first time at rinks across the country.

Typically, the second Try Hockey for Free Day is held 
in February, but to take advantage of the visibility 
provided in an Olympic year, the event was staged 
post-Olympics on March 6 as part of Hockey Week 
Across America where some 7,500 kids tried the 
game.

Since its inception, more than 232,500 children have 
been introduced to hockey through USA Hockey’s Try 
Hockey for Free Days.

SportsEngine, Pure Hockey and CCM Hockey are official 
sponsors of Try Hockey for Free.

HOCKEY WEEK  
ACROSS AMERICA
USA Hockey led the hockey 
community in celebrating the 
15th annual Hockey Week 
Across America Feb. 28-March 
6, highlighted by 7,500 new 
children trying the sport on 

March 5 for the very first time as part of Try Hockey for 
Free Day.

Each day of Hockey Week Across America had a unique 
theme, including:

 Feb. 28 USA Day
 March 1 Hockey Is For Everyone Day
 March 2 Stick Salute Day
 March 3 Hockey History Day
 March 4 Wear Your Favorite Hockey Jersey Day
 March 5 Try Hockey For Free Day
 March 6 Welcome To Hockey Day

As part of Friday’s “Wear Your Favorite Hockey Jersey 
Day,” where families and fans across the nation sported 
their favorite sweaters, one lucky fan won a 1960 USA 
Hockey replica jersey courtesy of Chipotle. 

Hockey Week Across America was started by USA Hockey 
in 2008 to engage the hockey community in celebrating 
the sport at all levels and exposing the game to new 
audiences.



BIOSTEEL ALL-AMERICAN GAME
The 10th annual BioSteel All-American Game, which 
featured the top prospects eligible for the NHL Draft in 
Montreal, took place Jan. 17 at USA Hockey Arena in 
Plymouth, Mich., and was broadcast live on NHL Network.

The game featured players from the U.S. National Under-18 
Team of USA Hockey’s National Team Development 
Program, and the United States Hockey League, the nation’s 
only Tier 1 junior hockey league.

Damien Carfagna (Green Bay Gamblers/Wood Ridge, N.J.) 
netted the game-winning goal in overtime with help from 
Jack Harvey (Chicago Steel/Stacy, Minn.) as Team Blue came 
back from a two-goal deficit to defeat Team White, 4-3, in 
overtime.

Rutger McGroarty (USA Hockey NTDP/Lincoln, Neb.) was 
named the Player of the Game.

U.S. HOCKEY HALL OF FAME
The 2021 U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame Induction Celebration 
was staged in December before a capacity crowd at the 
Denver Marriott Tech Center and included the formal 
induction of both the Class of 2020 and 2021.

The U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame Class of 2021 included Stan 
Fischler, Paul Holmgren and Peter McNab, and the Class of 
2020 featured Dean Blais, Tony Granato, Jenny Potter and 
Jerry York.

Gary Thorne, one of hockey’s most iconic voices, served as 
master of ceremonies for the festivities, which also included 
honoring the 2020 (Lynn Olson) and 2021 (Jack Barzee) 
Lester Patrick Trophy recipients.

Members of the Hall are permanently honored on the 
Great Wall of Fame at the U.S. Hockey Hall of Fame 
Museum in Eveleth, Minnesota.
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From its beginning days in New York City more than 85 years ago to 
today, the thousands of volunteers that donate their time and talents 
in communities across all 50 states in our nation are key to the strong 
foundation that exists today and contribute to USA Hockey’s standing as 
one of the pre-eminent amateur sports organizations in the world.

Through the efforts of women and men who fill the many roles that help 
associations flourish, USA Hockey is focused on providing a welcoming 
environment to families from all backgrounds as our sport continues to 
seek new horizons.

Each year, USA Hockey recognizes one person with its most prestigious 
honor – the Wm. Thayer Tutt Award. The distinction is bestowed upon 
a volunteer who, during many years of service, has displayed a selfless 
dedication to the enhancement of ice hockey at the grassroots level in 
America. The 2022 recipient was the late John Osidach.

It’s been long said — and rightfully 

so — that the unsung heroes of USA 

Hockey are its volunteers all across 

the country who strive to make 

hockey the best sports opportunity  

in every community in our nation.
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John OsidachJohn Osidach
The late John Osidach was born in France to parents who fled the 
former Soviet Union, and after time living in Canada moved to 
Washington D.C. in 1973. His four-decade long journey in helping 
hockey advance in the Capital Beltway began shortly thereafter.

Osidach first started volunteering with USA Hockey in 1976 by 
coaching the Chevy Chase Club. In 1979, alongside Robert Siblo, 
he founded the Washington Metros which still exists today as the 
Washington Little Caps. Also competing under the name Washington 
Americans, Osidach helped the program grow to include all age 
levels, volunteering with the organization for more than three 
decades.

Osidach, who became an American citizen in 1982, spent his early 
years on the ice coaching, but also volunteered as an administrator, 
including many years as the club president. In 1994, Osidach led his 
youth team to a Tier I National Tournament appearance, coaching 
them to the semifinals.

In the late 1990s, Osidach helped Kush Sidhu form the Washington 
Junior Nationals, the first Tier I girls hockey program in the D.C. area. 
Osidach spent his time volunteering as a coach throughout his battle 
with cancer, fighting for more than three years. He was on the ice 
coaching the day prior to his passing in 2016.
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Through a mix of multi-year 

commitments and one-off Olympic/

Paralympic-focused rights, EA Sports, 

LiveBarn, Salesforce/Tableau, TruFIT 

Customs and Winmark all joined the 

USA Hockey portfolio of corporate 

partners during the 2021-22 season. 

Renewed agreements were also 

reached during the year with Bauer, 

Chipotle and TRUE Hockey. 

The close relationship USA Hockey 

establishes with its corporate partner 

family is focused on helping ensure 

business objectives are achieved, 

while the investment made by 

corporate partners in USA Hockey 

is an important element in the 

continued advancement of the sport. 

RETAIL
USA Hockey’s list of licensees also 

continued to grow in 2021-22, with 

two new licensees being added to the 

roster of companies that help deliver 

a diverse line of officially licensed USA 

Hockey products to the marketplace. 

Yearly sales via USA Hockey’s 

official retail partners, including 

ShopUSAHockey.com and the brick-

and-mortar store in Lake Placid, New 

York, surpassed expectations with 

both outlets successfully capitalizing 

on the heightened awareness for our 

organization that accompanies an 

Olympic/Paralympic year.

CORPORATE PARTNERS  
DURING THE 2021-22 SEASON  

AS OF 8/31/2022
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT
AS OF AUGUST 31, 2022

ASSETS
CURRENT ASSETS 2022  2021

  Cash and cash equivalents 30,214,756  21,906,850
  Accounts receivable 1,810,170  1,804,311
  Due from The USA Hockey Foundation 1,158,071  1,245,325
  Due from U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Committee 934,000  1,267,000
  Grants receivable 2,513,799  3,652,866
  Prepaid expenses 1,376,395  1,889,086
  Total Current Assets $38,007,191  $31,765,438
 PROPERTY AND EQUIPMENT
  At cost 9,323,095  9,046,964
  Less accumulated depreciation (7,909,026 ) (7,374,403 )
  Total Property and Equipment $1,414,069  $1,672,561
 OTHER ASSETS
  Investment in HARP 750,000  750,000
  Total Other Assets $750,000  $750,000

 TOTAL ASSETS $40,171,260  $34,187,999

LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS
CURRENT LIABILITIES 2022  2021

  Accounts payable and accrued liabilities 4,740,453  3,230,911
  Accrued payroll and related benefits 901,875  921,070
  Due to The USA Hockey Foundation 260,794  —
  Deferred revenue 22,389,099  17,320,259
  Total Current Liabilities $28,292,221  $21,472,240
 NET ASSETS
  Net assets without donor restrictions 11,717,039  12,303,939
  Net assets with donor restrictions 162,000  411,820
  Total Net Assets $11,879,039  $12,715,759

 TOTAL LIABILITIES & NET ASSETS $40,171,260  $34,187,999

REVENUE BREAKDOWN
2021-22

Dues & Membership  
Registrations  57.77%

Grants  23.45%

Corporate Sponsorship  8.90%

Tournaments & Exhibitions  7.94%

Advertising, Merchandise  
Sales & Other Income  1.94% 
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REVENUES, EXPENSES & 
OTHER CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
REVENUE 2022  2021

 Membership registrations and dues 29,097,117  25,536,262
 Corporate sponsorship 4,484,232  3,428,747
 U.S. Olympic & Paralympic Committee grants 160,900  70,419
 Tournaments and exhibitions 3,999,758  1,322,832
 Interest and dividends 1,778  1,604
 Advertising and merchandise sales net of cost 45,908  25,163
 Other income 927,267  633,632
 Contributions and other grants 151  121
 The USA Hockey Foundation grants 10,442,845  8,359,221
 PPP grant —  2,185,939
 Satisfied program restrictions 1,206,535  1,807,983
 Total Revenue $50,366,491  $43,371,923

EXPENSES 2022  2021

Program Services
 Membership services 10,850,291  8,540,606
 Membership development 1,275,674  790,140
 National team development 4,422,120  4,050,406
 International programs 12,062,404  8,161,313
 Player development 3,240,128  2,650,957
 Officials 2,983,385  1,940,576
 Coaching 1,166,103  1,330,417
 Junior program 519,656  559,541
 Youth program 773,401  850,860
 Adult program 665,792  425,616
 American Development Model 1,776,952  1,576,483
 Annual Congress/Winter Meetings 1,227,338  86,183
 Total Program Services $40,963,244  $30,963,098

Supporting Services
 General and administrative 7,872,225  7,278,968
 Marketing and fundraising 2,117,922  2,113,019
 Total Supporting Services $9,990,147  $9,391,987

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS WITHOUT DONOR RESTRICTIONS $ (586,900 ) $3,016,838

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS WITH DONOR RESTRICTIONS $ (249,820 ) $ (657,983 )

CHANGE IN NET ASSETS $ (836,720 ) $2,358,855




