
State Cup 2022-23 Policy Highlights 

CSSA is working to reformat the entire Competition Rules document; pending the completion of that, 
please see the below highlighted Cup policies that will be followed for the 2022-23 competition: 

Forfeits: Refusing to play, before or during a match, is considered a forfeit per CSSA Rules. Teams who 
forfeit a Cup match will be fined at the following rate: 

1. $100 for first or second game of Group Play 
2. $250 for third game of Group Play 
3. $350 for the QF and SF matches 
4. $500 for the State Cup Final 

ii. Teams that forfeit any Cup match may be banned from next year’s competition. 
 
Schedule: Once the schedule has been generated it will be entered as the official schedule. There will 
be no changes allowed to the official schedule unless at least one of the following exceptions are met: 

1. Both teams involved in a match agree to play on a different date and/or time and/or location 
and the Cup Committee approves the change. Note, one team cannot compel another to 
reschedule a match. 

2. Inclement weather does not permit a match to be played. 
a. If weather postpones all matches on a given weekend, the schedule will be adjusted 

forward one week. 
3. An individual field is closed by the town/owner. 

a. Field Closure requires documentation; otherwise, only the assigned referee and/or the 
Cup Committee can close a field. 

4. The home team is unable to play at the location originally identified on the schedule and can 
secure another field approved by the Committee at the original date and time and the travel 
distance for the opposing team is roughly the same or less. 

5. The field is found to be unplayable due to acts unforeseen by any team manager such as 
vandalism or a referee does not make it to the game. 

a. Field closure by vandalism requires documentation from the town/owner; otherwise, 
only the assigned referee and/or the Cup Committee can close a field.  

6. There is an exceptional circumstance that the Committee, through majority vote, determines 
that a postponement of the match is warranted.  

 
Tournament Seeding: Quarterfinals – Home field advantage and pairings will be determined by the 
following process: 

1. First Seed 
a. If there are four groups, the four group winners will receive “first seed,” meaning they 

will gain home field advantage. 
b. If there are more than four groups, first seed will be determined by points totals 

amongst the group winners with the highest teams gaining first seed. Ties will be 
determined by head-to-head record, goal difference, goals for, goals against, then coin 
toss. 

i. After first seeds have been determined, the remaining eligible teams will be 
placed in the pairings group. 



c. If there are fewer than four groups, the group winners will automatically receive first 
seed, and the remaining first seed(s) will be determined by the highest point totals of 
the remaining group. Ties will be determined by head-to-head record, goal difference, 
goals for, goals against, then coin toss. 
 

2. Pairings 
a. Quarterfinal pairings will be determined first by the stipulations that no team can face 

another team that they faced in the group stage, then by total points of the remaining 
teams, with the highest point total team of the pairings group playing the “home team” 
with the lowest point total; the second highest point total team of the pairings group 
playing the second lowest point total “home team,” and so on. 

i. If there are group winners in the pairings group, they will be seeded first in order 
by points amongst themselves. Therefore, there may be an instance where a 
group winner will be ranked higher in the pairings group and have fewer overall 
points than another team in the pairings group. Ties will be determined by head-
to-head record, goal difference, goals for, goals against, then coin toss. 

b. Semifinals (if Quarterfinals are played): The Committee will conduct a random draw to 
determine semifinals opponents as well as Home and Away team designation.  

i. If there are not enough teams for a Quarterfinal draw, the Semifinals will be 
seeded using the same methodology as the Quarterfinals. 

 
Player Discipline: Any player serving a suspension in his or her own league, or any other sanctioned 
competition, may not be eligible for Cup play, as current CSSA policy indicates that suspensions are 
served across-league. 

a. The Committee shall have the power to disqualify and remove from further 
participation in the competition any team or player(s) of any competing team who may 
be proven guilty of any breach of the rules of the CSSA, USASA, or the USSF. 

 
Fees: Fees for the referees officiating State Cups shall be set annually by, and at the discretion of, the 
CSSA Executive Board; fees for the 2022-23 competition are $85/$55/$55. 

a. In preliminary or round-robin games, and Quarterfinal and Semifinal games, the home 
teams are responsible for paying the two (2) Assistant Referees ($110 total) and the 
away team is responsible for paying the Referee ($85 total). 

b. Payment of fees for the State Cup Finals is the responsibility of the Association.  


