PONY RULES ADDENDUM  7/6/2020

Hello Pony Coaches,
 
This winter, representatives of the WCA, BBL, and Lakeland met for the purpose of creating a set of Pony rules under the auspices of all three leagues.  We planned to finalize those rules after the spring season was up and running given the lag time for Pony.  Then Covid happened, we were uncertain whether we would play at all, and Lakeland is not playing this year.  Therefore, we do not have the unified set of rules that we had planned to create.
 
Please keep this email, which supplements the WCA rulebook.  Some of the issues are carry overs from what was done last season.
 
PITCHING
 
We are retaining the same pitch count rule adopted last year.
 
1-20 Pitches (no rest)
21-35 Pitches (1 day rest)
36-50 Pitches (2 days rest)
51-65 Pitches (3 days rest)
66-85 Pitches (4 days rest)
By way of clarification, each pitch count is a hard limit, regardless of where the pitcher is in the at-bat, except for the maximum pitch count of 85.  This means that if a pitcher starts an at bat at 18 pitches and finishes the at bat at 21 pitches, the pitcher must rest 1 day because it counts as 21 pitches.  If a pitcher starts an at bat at 84 pitches and finishes the at bat at 90 pitches, the pitcher was allowed to complete the at bat and must rest 4 days.
The pitcher must be pulled after hitting three batters in a game or two batters in an inning. 
Each pitcher will be entitled to one balk warning with an explanation from the umpire per game for the entire season.  The play will be allowed to finish if a balk warning is going to be given.  The offense has the ability to keep the result of the play (including stolen bases and count on the batter).   If a balk warning is issued and the offense does not elect to keep the result of the play, it does not count as a pitch for pitch count purposes.    
BATS
· Drop 5 recommended for this this age group but up to Drop 8 is allowed.  One WCA player was granted an exception by the Commissioners of the WCA and BBL to use a drop 10 because he is physically very small. 
· No stamp required.
· No barrel restriction -- or -- Barrel max: 2 3/4. 

SCORE KEEPING / FORFEITS / RAIN OUTS
 
Scores, schedule and standings are housed on BBL website powered by Sports Engine App.  Scores must be reported promptly and can be done in less than two minutes from the field after the game concludes.
 
There will be no forfeits this season unless the Commissioners of the WCA and BBL agree that one team was unreasonably avoiding playing another in order to avoid a loss.  Standings will be based on total points, with two points for a win and one point for a tie. 
 
The automatic scheduling rules do not apply.  The managers should identify a make up date that does not overburden a team’s pitching as it relates to other scheduled games.
 
There will be no playoffs.
 
A game is deemed complete after 5 innings or 4.5 innings if the home team is ahead.  Complete games will count as ties if stopped for rain outs or darkness.  If teams have another game scheduled, they may choose to complete their game before starting the next.  They may agree before the game to play a shorter second game.
 
Lightning or thunder occurring after first pitch stops play for that evening.
 
SUBSTITUTES
 
Subs can be used from Bronco farm teams.  To the extent that they are available, wait listed players not rostered by either league can substitute in either league (a BBL wait list player can play on a WCA team and vice versa).  Subs not pulled from Bronco farm teams cannot play travel baseball.
 

