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PREP SWIMMING AND DIVING: State championships

Warhawks finish in fifth place at state meet

By Steven L. Tietz
Daily News Correspondent

WAUKESHA — School ath-
letic directors are not sup-
posed to have favorite sports
as they cheer for all the kids
they work with and support.

But Germantown AD Sara
Unertl couldn’t help but smile
at all the remarkable achieve-
ments that Warhawk girls
swim coach Lori Bruss and
her charges have turned in in
recent years, capped off by
the impressive fifth place fin-
ish in the WIAA D1 state meet
held on Saturday at Wauke-
sha South.

Because around 15 years
ago, Unertl, back when she
was known as Sara Petric,
was coaching the then “home-
less” Germantown girls swim
team back when the school
did not have a pool and the
squad was struggling just to
survive. Athletes were car-
pooling at all kinds of odd
hours to nearby Homestead
and the Schroeder Aquatic
Center just to get some prac-
tice laps in.

But the program survived
under her guidance and with
other coaches such as Kevin
Ewald and eventually Bruss
in 2016. Germantown’s new
pool opened a couple of years
ago and the team has thrived
from that point on.

Unertl couldn’t be prouder.

“It is pretty special,” she
said. “We have the pool now
which helps so much. The
kids don’t have to travel at 10
at night or super early in the
morning. It’s just very nice
that it’s all been able to come
together this way.”

A special highlight this
year was the honoring of its
legendary retired coach Dick
Zache, as he was inducted
into the Germantown Athlet-
ic Hall of Fame at a dual meet
with now three-time WIAA
D1 state champion Brookfield
East.

An event that would have
proved to have been impossi-
ble in the pre-pool days.

Ironically, Germantown
even won that dual with the
powerful Spartans, who were
swimming short-handed that
day.

East was decidedly not
short-handed on the Saturday
state meet, as the Spartans
won nine events and set five
records in beating Arrow-
head, 304.5-264, for their third
crown.

But the Warhawks had a
say in how things went, as
they scored a D1 program
best 149 points for their spot
in the 40-plus team field. Ger-
mantown won state D2 titles
in 1992 and 1993 under Zache
and competed in the division
for many years.

Leading the way were top

six medalists junior Kristina
Wittmann in diving (third),
senior Sabina Mrzyglod in
the 100 freestyle (fifth) and
the 200 medley relay team of
senior Ali Beay, senior Hanna
DeGrace, freshman Julia Sax-
man and Mrzyglod (third).

The medley relay’s school-
record shattering time of
1:43.57 was good enough to
earn All-American honors.

Bruss said it was a special
end to a special season that
included winning a WIAA
sectional title on Nov. 6.

“Yes, we went into the sea-
son with some pretty high
goals,” she said. “We thought
we could win sectional and
the kids stepped up and per-
formed that day and they did
again today. Just some unbe-
lievable efforts. They really
performed with energy and
excitement.”

Mrzyglod, who recently
signed an NCAA D1 letter of
intent to swim at Georgia
Tech, led the way for the
Warhawks. She not only
anchored that record-setting
medley relay and earned fifth
in the 100 free (51.02), but also
claimed eighth in the 200 indi-
vidual medley (2:05.47) and
anchored the 400 freestyle
relay team of Beay and sopho-
mores Abigail Bruss and
Isabella Barger to a season
best seventh place finish of
3:32.25.

She finished her career
with an excellent final 100
free split of 50.89.

Mryzglod said the meet and
the season worked out to per-
fection.

“We had big goals because
we had more depth than
ever,” she said. “Our team
was so close this year. It was
fun for us as seniors to get to
know the younger kids and
see what energy they brought
to the team.  

“We as the older ones tried
to show them how to have fun

and really enjoy the moment.
It really made for an enjoy-
able last season.”

Germantown got a great
head start to the day when
Wittmann claimed third in
diving (427.15 points) as
Arrowhead’s Sydney Nelson
won with 437.0. Wittmann got
big help from freshman team-

mate Fynn Langley, who also
scored points with a solid
13th (380.4).

“I was 14th last season, so I
worked on improving every-
thing this year,” Wittmann
said. “I trained harder at
Schroeder and I got stronger. I

Germantown has three 
medalists on the day

PREP GIRLS BASKETBALL PREVIEW: Hartford and Slinger

Dave Radcliffe/Daily News Staff

Germantown senior Ali Beay swims the 100-yard butterfly during the WIAA Division 1 Girls
Swimming and Diving Championship Saturday at Waukesha South.

Hartford to play fast this season

By Steven L. Tietz
Daily News Correspondent

For second-year Hartford
girls’ basketball coach
Vinny Daniels, patience
should prove to be a virtue.

The Orioles welcome 5-11
freshman guard Makena
Christian, one of the high-
est rated frosh in the state
who already has four NCAA
D1 offers under her belt.

To put it simply said
Daniels, Christian is a scor-
ing machine, and he has
seen a few of those in his
time as a former long-time
assistant with the powerful
Germantown program.

“She’s a big guard and the
most gifted outside shooter
for her age that I have
seen,” he said. “Just a very
skilled scorer. She’s the real
deal who can do a lot of dif-
ferent things. She is long,
she is coachable. She has a
chance to be really special.”

And though the Orioles
graduated three starters,
including leading scorer
Maci Meyer, off their 16-9
team of a year ago, they

still had a chance to be spe-
cial this season with Chris-
tian now in the fold.  But
that idea suffered a major
setback in the summer,
when senior point guard
Becca Stoeckmann, an
NCAA D1 recruit in soccer
to Memphis, injured a knee
and was lost for the season.

“She led the (North
Shore) conference in steals
and assists last year and is
one of the sweetest, most
agreeable kids in the
world,” Daniels said. “This
is just terrible for her.”

Daniels will try to replace
Stoeckmann (who will
remain on the roster) at the
point with 5-9 senior letter-
winner Kacy Kratz, who
played an undersized post
last season. 

“She’s a real leader in the
program,” Daniels said.

Also looking to fill in the
gaps are veterans like 5-6
senior Kailyn Knudson and
5-7 Brooke Lazaris, both of
whom averaged eight
points per game last season.
Others who will have to
step up said Daniels include
seniors Emily Braun (5-4)
and Skylar Votaw (5-6) and
junior Brooke Voss (5-8).
Voss is coming off a sensa-
tional season for the Ori-
oles’ softball team.

“Depth is going to be an
issue this year, but we’re
still going to play fast and
get people into the game

and see what they can do,”
Daniels said.

Daniels is confident that
the Orioles can still be com-
petitive this season. He sees
Cedarburg, which Hartford
was tied with for third in
the North Shore last sea-
son, as the “hands-down”
favorite as the Bulldogs
return all five starters plus
have an influx of new tal-
ent.

Though disappointed
with the Stoeckmann
injury, Daniels said he can
afford to be patient, as he
said the team is well-situat-

ed for the future.
“Our youth programs

have really taken off,” he
said.

Meanwhile, over in
Slinger, the returning co-
NSC champion Owls are
looking for another strong
season, that is if they can
overcome the loss of their
senior point guard Sam
Gueller, who suffered a
knee injury over the sum-
mer and will not return this
season.

Gueller led the team in

Experienced
Slinger looks
for another

strong season 

Russ Pulvermacher/Special to the Daily News

Hartford Union’s Maci Meyer goes up for the layup against
West Bend East’s Sara Doedens during a WIAA Division 1
Regional Tournament quarterfinal game on Feb. 9.

PREP GIRLS BASKETBALL PREVIEW:
Germantown and Living Word Lutheran

Russ Pulvermacher/Special to the Daily News

Germantown’s Katie Pampuch drives past Beaver Dam’s Avery
Stonewall during a WIAA Division 1 sectional semifinal game
on Feb. 18.

Warhawks aim to
keep success going

By Steven L. Tietz
Daily News Correspondent

What does the first-ever
WIAA state title for the Ger-
mantown girls’ basketball
team — which was won last
season — buy coach Matt
Stuve in terms of good will
from the Warhawk, fan base?

“Maybe a few months of
peace,” he chuckled after the
first couple of weeks of
practice for the 2021-22 cam-
paign.

The Warhawks’ champi-
onship, secured by a 63-48
victory over Hudson last
March, capped off a 29-1 sea-
son and a remarkable nine-
year run, during which
Stuve led the team to seven
conference titles, including
the last three Greater Metro
crowns, while  posting an
amazing 188-40 record (.825
winning percentage) in the
process.

LWL hopes to
improve after

gaining 
experience

PACKERS

Green Bay’s defense builds on success

By Steve Megargee
AP Sports Writer

GREEN BAY (AP) —  The
Green Bay Packers are rely-
ing on an unfamiliar
approach to remain in their
customary position atop the
NFC North standings. 

A franchise that has bene-
fited from Hall of Fame-cal-
iber quarterback play for
most of the last three
decades, first with Brett
Favre and now with Aaron
Rodgers, is getting more pro-
duction from its defense than
its offense. 

‘‘We’re making a state-

ment,’’ linebacker Krys
Barnes said Sunday after the
Packers’ 17-0 victory over the
Seattle Seahawks. ‘‘I think the
defense is playing at an elite
level.’’ 

That’s continued even as
the Packers have faced three
of the league’s top quarter-
backs in Arizona’s Kyler
Murray, Kansas City’s
Patrick Mahomes and Seat-
tle’s Russell Wilson over the
last three weeks. They won
24-21 at Arizona, lost 13-7 at
Kansas City with Rodgers,
and handed Seattle its first
shutout loss since 2011. 

Green Bay ranks third in
the league in yards allowed
per play (5.1), yards allowed
per game (309.9) and points
allowed per game (18.0) under
new defensive coordinator
Joe Barry. Last year, the Pack-
ers were 17th in yards allowed
per play (5.6), ninth in yards

allowed per game (334.0) and
13th in points allowed per
game (23.1). 

Barry, like Rodgers, missed
the Chiefs game while on the
reserve/COVID-19 list. 

‘‘You want to keep building,
keep building, keep build-
ing,’’ cornerback Kevin King
said. ‘‘You never want to
think that, ‘Oh, I’ve arrived.
We did this the last three
weeks.’ It’s like, three weeks
from now you all might be
saying something different.’’ 

The Packers have needed to
play this championship-cal-
iber defense because an
offense that produced an
NFL-leading 31.8 points per
game a year ago isn’t
approaching those heights
this season. 

That offense likely will be
missing 2020 Pro Bowl run-
ning back Aaron Jones at
least for the next game or two

due to a mild sprain of his
medial collateral ligament
that caused him to leave the
Seahawks game early. 

‘‘I don’t think it’s going to
be long term, but we’ll just
monitor it on a daily basis
and see how fast he can heal
up, because he’s certainly a
guy you want out on the
field,’’ coach Matt LaFleur
said Monday. 

Green Bay ranks 19th out of
32 teams in scoring with 21.6
points per game. The Packers
had totaled seven points in a
seven-quarter stretch before
A.J. Dillon scored two fourth-
quarter touchdowns Sunday. 

They’re averaging 5.5 yards
per play, down from 6.3 last
season, and rank 17th in the
league in that category after
placing second a year ago.
Last year, they ranked fifth in

Packers are in
top three in key
defensive stats

Associated Press

Green Bay Packers’ Preston Smith reacts after his sack of
Seattle Seahawks’ Russell Wilson during the second half of an
NFL football game on Sunday.

See STATE, PAGE 2B

See PACKERS, PAGE 2B

See HARTFORD, PAGE 2B See WARHAWKS, PAGE 2B
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SCOREBOARD

NFL
NATIONAL FOOTBALL LEAGUE

NATIONAL CONFERENCE
North

W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA
PACKERS 8  2  0  .800 216 180
Minnesota              4  5  0  .444 221 211
Chicago                  3  6  0  .333 150 224
Detroit                             0  8  1  .056 150 260

East
W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA

Dallas                               7  2  0  .778 284 195
Philadelphia        4  6  0  .400 257 231
N.Y.  Giants          3  6  0  .333 179 216
Washington            3  6  0  .333 185 246

South
W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA

Tampa  Bay                    6  3  0  .667 279 212
New  Orleans          5  4  0  .556 222 178
Carolina                5  5  0  .500 205 193
Atlanta                  4  5  0  .444 178 263

West
W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA

Arizona                  8  2  0  .800 287 189
L.A.  Rams                        7  3  0  .700 271 227
San  Francisco      4  5  0  .444 216 212
Seattle                  3  6  0  .333 181 186

AMERICAN CONFERENCE
East

W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA
Buffalo                  6  3  0  .667 280 135
New  England                 6  4  0  .600 275 177
Miami                      3  7  0  .300 177 252
N.Y.  Jets              2  7  0  .222 161 296

South
W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA

Tennessee              8  2  0  .800 278 232
Indianapolis        5  5  0  .500 268 230 
Jacksonville                    2  7  0  .222 149 232
Houston                  1  8  0  .111 128 258

North
W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA

Baltimore                       6  3  0  .667 231 217
Pittsburgh            5  3  1  .611 177 185
Cincinnati            5  4  0  .556 236 203
Cleveland              5  5  0  .500 231 241

West
W  L  T   Pct  PF  PA

Kansas  City          6  4  0  .600 262 241
L.A.  Chargers      5  4  0  .556 219 228
Las  Vegas              5  4  0  .556 210 230
Denver                    5  5  0  .500 200 183

Thursday’s result
Miami 22, Baltimore 10

Sunday’s results
PACKERS 17, Seattle 0 
Buffalo 45, N.Y. Jets 17 
Dallas 43, Atlanta 3 
Detroit 16, Pittsburgh 16, OT 
Indianapolis 23, Jacksonville 17 
New England 45, Cleveland 7 
Tennessee 23, New Orleans 21 
Washington 29, Tampa Bay 19 
Carolina 34, Arizona 10 
Minnesota 27, L.A. Chargers 20 
Philadelphia 30, Denver 13 
Kansas City 41, Las Vegas 14 

Monday’s results
San Francisco 31, L.A. Rams 10

Deals
BASEBALL

American League
NEW YORK YANKEES:  Named Luis

Rojas third base coach. 
SEATTLE SEAHAWKS: Promoted Jar-

ret DeHart to hitting coach and director of
hitting strategy. Named Tony Arnerich hit-
ting coach. Named Andy McKay major
league Coach and Sr. director of baseball
development. Named Kristopher Negron
first base coach.

National League
ATLANTA BRAVES: Signed C Manny

Pina to a two-year contract. 
CHICAGO CUBS: Named Daniel

Moskos assistant pitching coach. 
ST. LOUIS CARDINALS: Named Jared

‘‘Skip’’ Schumaker bench coach and Turn-
er Ward assistant hitting coach.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

NBA: Fined Minnesota $250,000 for vio-
lating league rules that prohibit teams from
arranging or paying for offseason practice
or group workout sessions for their players
outside a team’s home market.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

GREEN BAY PACKERS: Reinstated QB
Kurt Benkert from the practice squad
reserve/COVID-19 list. Released QB Blake
Bortles from the practice squad. 

ARIZONA CARDINALS: Released RB
Tavien Feaster from the active roster and
DL Matt Dickerson and WR Darrius Shep-
herd from the practice squad. 

BUFFALO BILLS: Reinstated QB Mitch
Trubisky from the reserve/COVID-19 list.
Released WR Austin Proehl from the prac-
tice squad. 

CINCINNATI BENGALS: Signed S
Michael J. Thomas from the practice squad
to the active roster and LB Austin Calitro to
the practice squad. 

JACKSONVILLE JAGUARS: Signed
CB Michael Jacquet to the practice squad.
Placed CB Lorenzo Burns on the practice
squad injured reserve. 

LAS VEGAS RAIDERS: Signed FB Sut-
ton Smith to the practice squad. Released
WR Gary Jennings. 

LOS ANGELES RAMS: Promoted DL
Marquise Copeland and DB Jake Gervase
from the practice squad to the active roster. 

NEW YORK GIANTS: Reinstated RB
Gary Brightwell from the reserve/COVID-
19 list. 

NEW YORK JETS: Reinstated CB Jason
Pinnock from the reserve/COVID-19 list. 

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS: Promoted S
Tony Jefferson II from the practice squad to
the active roster. Placed WR Mohamed
Sanu Sr. and Tavon Wilson on injured
reserve. 

TENNESSEE TITANS: Waived T Bobby
Hart and DL Amani Bledsoe from the active
roster.

HOCKEY
National Hockey League

DETROIT RED WINGS: Recalled C Joe
Veleno from Grand Rapids (AHL). 

WASHINGTON CAPITALS: Recalled F
Garrett Pilon from Hershey (AHL).

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

ATLANTA UNITED: Signed Carlos
Bocanegra to a multiyear contract exten-
sion. 

NBA
NATIONAL BASKETBALL LEAGUE

EASTERN CONFERENCE
Central Division

W  L   Pct  GB
Chicago                            9  4  .692      —  
Cleveland                      9  6  .600         1  
BUCKS                          6  8  .429   3 1/2
Indiana                          6  9  .400         4 
Detroit                                    3 10  .231         6  

Atlantic Division
W  L   Pct  GB

Brooklyn                        10  4  .714      —  
New  York                        8  6  .571         2  
Philadelphia                8  6  .571         2  
Toronto                          7  7  .500         3  
Boston                            7  7  .500         3 

Southeast Division
W  L   Pct  GB

Washington                    10  3  .769      —  
Miami                              9   5  .643   1 1/2  
Charlotte                      8  7  .533          3   
Atlanta                                 6  9  .400          5 
Orlando                          3 11  .214   7 1/2 

WESTERN CONFERENCE
Southwest Division

W  L   Pct  GB
Dallas                            9  4  .692        —    
Memphis                             7  7  .500     2 1/2
San  Antonio                  4  9  .308            5 
New  Orleans                  2 13  .133           8 
Houston                          1 13  .071   8 1/2

Northwest Division
W  L   Pct  GB

Denver                            9  5  .643       —   
Utah                                8  5  .615   1/2
Portland                            6  8  .429        3 
Oklahoma  City              5  8  .385   3 1/2 
Minnesota                      4  8  .333          4

Pacific Division
W  L   Pct  GB

Golden  State                11  2  .846     —  
Phoenix                          9  3  .750   1 1/2 
L.A.  Clippers              8  5  .615          3   
L.A.  Lakers                  8  6  .571   3 1/2
Sacramento                          6  8  .429   5 1/2  

Monday’s results
Sacramento 129, Detroit 107 
Boston 98, Cleveland 92 
Washington 105, New Orleans 100 
New York 92, Indiana 84  
Atlanta 129, Orlando 111
Dallas 111, Denver 101 

Memphis 136, Houston 102  
Miami 103, Oklahoma City 90  
Phoenix at Minnesota, late
Toronto at Portland, late. 
Chicago at L.A. Lakers, late.

Today’s games
Golden State at Brooklyn, 6:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia at Utah, 9 p.m. 

San Antonio at L.A. Clippers, 9:30 p.m.

Wednesday’s games
L.A. Lakers at BUCKS, 6:30 p.m

Indiana at Detroit, 6 p.m. 
Washington at Charlotte, 6 p.m. 
Boston at Atlanta, 6:30 p.m. 
Cleveland at Brooklyn, 6:30 p.m. 
New Orleans at Miami, 6:30 p.m. 
Orlando at New York, 6:30 p.m. 
Houston at Oklahoma City, 7 p.m. 
Sacramento at Minnesota, 7 p.m. 
Chicago at Portland, 9 p.m. 
Dallas at Phoenix, 9 p.m.
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tried to ease into the compe-
tition. I do my easy dives first
and then the harder ones at
the end. It really made for a
special day.”

That strategy worked well
for Wittmann as she was 13th
in the preliminary round and
fifth after the semifinals.

Beay, who also earned a D1
scholarship to Denver, was
seventh in both the 100 but-
terfly (56.35) and the 100 back-
stroke (57.4). Both spots were
just one place off the medal
stand.

In addition, the 200 free
relay team of DeGrace, Abi-
gail Bruss, Saxman and
Barger was 11th (1:38.31).
Barger was also 12th in the
100 backstroke (58.13) and
DeGrace 10th in the 100
breaststroke (1:05.2).

It was a great ending to the
season,” Mrzyglod said.

“There were time goals I
didn’t quite get, but I can’t
worry about that because we
improved so much,” she
added. “It’s a short season
but we’re really happy with
how things turned out.”

And the overall speed at
the state meet didn’t surprise
veteran West Bend coach
Dave Bloomier. He spent over

30 years at Waukesha North
and was one of those who
helped in the planning for
the state of the art South
Natatorium when it was
built.

He said it makes for a bet-
ter, faster state meet.

“I’ve always been among
those who wanted it (state)
here,” he said. “It’s a deep-
water pool and deep water,
means fast water.”

West Bend finished off a
fine season as freshman
Madison Rummel took 24th
in diving (151.95 points),

while freshman Lily
Inkmann was 22nd in the 500
free (personal best 5:15.13),
junior Nicole Walters 22nd in
the 100 butterfly (58.56) and
the 400 free relay team of
seniors Ashley Jankowski
and Maren McDonnell,
Inkmann and Walters 23rd in
a season best of 3:42.87.

Bloomier was happy with
how things worked out.

“Oh yeah,” he said. “We
were 5-2 in duals, second
place in the (North Shore)
conference relays and third
in conference. We were pret-

ty young and were happy to
get those two seniors
(Jankowski and McDonnell)
to state.”

The Hartford/Slinger team
had two entries at state, as
the 200 medley relay team of
junior Lucie Smith, seniors
Caitlin Simonz and Rebecca
Passeri and junior Helen Wil-
son moved up three spots
from its seed to take 16th
(1:50.76), earning the team
two points and a tie for 39th.

Passeri was also 24th in the
100 free (54.34).

State

Dave Radcliffe/Daily News Staff

West Bend West/East freshman Lily Inkmann swims the 500-yard freestyle during the WIAA
Division 1 Girls Swimming and Diving Championship Saturday at Waukesha South.
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yards per game (389). This
year, they’re down to 20th
(339.4). 

That offense has been deal-
ing with uncertainty at the
quarterback position since
Rodgers tested positive for
COVID-19 on Nov. 3. Jordan
Love made his first career
start in place of Rodgers at
Kansas City on Nov. 7.
Rodgers was back Sunday
but wasn’t as sharp as usual
after not practicing in the
week leading up to the game. 

There are other issues as
well.  

Green Bay is missing cen-
ter Josh Myers and tight end
Robert Tonyan due to knee
issues, with Tonyan’s injury
knocking him out for the
entire season. David
Bakhtiari still hasn’t played
since tearing the anterior
cruciate ligament in his left
knee Dec. 31, though the 2020

All-Pro left tackle is getting
closer to making his season
debut. 

‘‘I do think that there’s a
lot more out there for our
offense, and I know we
expect more out of the
offense, there’s no question,’’
LaFleur said after Sunday’s
game. ‘‘So, hopefully, we
come back and we’re hungry
and we attack it when we get
back to practice on Wednes-
day.’’ 

WHAT’S WORKING
The Packers haven’t

allowed a single point over
their last six quarters, which
represents their longest such
streak since 2010. The last
time they gave up fewer
points through the first 10
games of a season was in
their 2010 championship
campaign. The last time they
allowed fewer yards through
their first 10 games was in
2009. 

WHAT NEEDS WORK 
Green Bay doesn’t have a

touchdown pass in either of

its last two games. Of course,
Rodgers didn’t play in
Kansas City. 

STOCK UP 
Dillon had 128 yards from

scrimmage against Seattle
after producing 90 yards
from scrimmage at Kansas
City. . OLB Rashan Gary has
four sacks over his last four
games. . S Adrian Amos had
an interception and three
passes defended. 

STOCK DOWN 
The kicking unit’s strug-

gles continue. K Mason Cros-
by missed a 42-yard field goal
before hitting a 27-yarder.
Since making a franchise-
record 27 straight field-goal
attempts, Crosby has gone 5
of 12. ... QB Blake Bortles
was released from the prac-
tice squad Monday as QB
Kurt Benkert was activated
from the practice squad
reserve/COVID-19 list. 

INJURED 
Along with the Jones

injury, Gary hurt his arm
and OLB Whitney Mercilus

hurt his biceps. LaFleur said
Gary is still being evaluated.
Without going into specifics,
LaFleur didn’t sound hope-
ful about Mercilus’ situation. 

‘‘That’s a tough one,’’
LaFleur said Monday. ‘‘Man,
I feel bad for him.’’ 

NUMBER 
17 — The Packers have

given up 17 points or fewer in
seven straight regular-sea-
son home games dating to
last season. The last time
they did that was in 1968-69,
when they allowed no more
than 17 points in 10 consecu-
tive regular-season home
games. 

NEXT STEPS 
The Packers get a chance

to extend their 3 1/2-game
lead in the NFC North when
they visit the second-place
Minnesota Vikings on Sun-
day. Green Bay has a fran-
chise-record seven consecu-
tive victories in road divi-
sion games. 

Packers

From Page 1B

Certainly, good for a bit of
slack one would think. 

But as long as returning
Gatorade and Associated
Press state player of the
year and national recruiting
star 5-10 junior guard KK
Arnold is in the line-up,
expectations will remain
high for Stuve and the
Warhawks.

Arnold, who will
announce her NCAA D1 col-
lege intent on Nov. 22 from a
sea of 10 elite finalists
including UConn, Baylor,
South Carolina, Notre Dame
and Louisville (local
favorites Marquette and
Wisconsin are also in the
running), also helped the
USA U-16 team win the FIBA
Americas Championship in
early September.

But the role will be differ-
ent for the budding super-
star who is coming off a sea-
son where she averaged 22.9
points, 6.4 rebounds, 5.1
assists and 3.7 steals a game.
She has already told Stuve
that she will be more vocal

and assertive this winter in
terms of her leadership.

And she will need to be, as
eight seniors departed from
that title team including
NCAA D1 recruit Jaelyn
Acker, who had a huge
WIAA tourney run in help-
ing secure the champi-
onship along with the indis-
pensable Natalie Palzkill.

Arnold is wasting no time
stepping into the role of
leader.

“The other day we were
doing some defensive drills
and she (Arnold) barked at
some of the younger kids
‘You’ve got to talk to one
another. That’s the way we
do things around here!’,”
said Stuve, “And though
she’s still just a junior, the
seniors on the team know
which side of their bread
the butter is on.

“On top of that, her jump
shot is much improved and
she’s much bigger and
stronger. Just remarkable. I
was talking to (assistant
coach Shane Cox) and I said,
‘I’m sure glad we don’t have
to figure out how to stop
her.’”

But opponents will try and
there will be gimmick

defenses galore no doubt,
Stuve said, so it is impera-
tive to find Arnold some
help.

That’s because only two
other people with signifi-
cant minutes return. Senior
5-7 Emilie Wizner was a
starting guard who aver-
aged eight points a game
and fellow 5-7 senior
Gretchen McNeal was a
reserve who provided good
minutes for the Warhawks. 

Aside from those two,
youth will play a huge role
for the Warhawks this win-
ter as Stuve pointed to three
sophomores and two fresh-
men who will have to pick
up some serious slack.

The sophomores include 5-
7 Rachel Murphy, 5-9 for-
ward Lucy Leininger and 5-3
guard Reese Berge, who
Stuve calls one of the fastest
players the program has
ever had. The freshmen are
5-3 Jaycee Mani and 5-7 Dan-
ica Gosz. Mani is already
considered the second-best
ballhandler on the team,
said Stuve.

It will be a learning pro-
cess, said Stuve, whose team
will face some brutal opposi-
tion in the early going,

including state powers Hor-
tonville, De Pere and Pewau-
kee.

“Kids will have to accli-
mate quickly,” he said.
“There’s no time to be
wallflowers, but this past
year has been fun.
Reminders that we won
state are everywhere and
they never get old.”

Meanwhile, the Living
Word Lutheran Timber-
wolves, under second-year
coach Rachel Mindham, are
looking for experience to
help them improve on their
4-12 season of a year ago.

Anticipated to be back
this winter, include 5-3
senior guard Emmah Bagin,
who led the team in scoring
at 10 points a game, while 5-
10 junior forward Madeline
Fox tossed in five points a
contest.

Others who gained experi-
ence last season include 5-4
senior guard Hannah
Wright, 5-3 sophomore
guard Eden Janisse, 5-4
senior swing player Kay-
lynn Wright, 5-6 sophomore
swing player Elise Ray-
mond, 5-5 sophomore for-
ward Izzy Balsewicz and 5-9
senior post Iyana Stubbs.
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assists and steals last sea-
son and was second in
rebounding and third in
scoring (10 ppg.) Coach
Tony Dobson will try to fill
the gap she left with depth,
as the Owls have nine
returning letterwinners.

“It’s tough and these
things (injuries) have hap-
pened all through the con-
ference,” Dobson said.
“Those kids are leaders, and
we’re not going to replace
Sam with just one player,
we’re going to have to do it
as a group.”

But Dobson knows no one
is feeling sorry for him.
Slinger is 150-83 in his 10-
year career and he has led
the Owls to two outright
and one shared North Shore
Conference title since
Slinger joined the circuit in
2017.

Also, the Owls still do
have tools at their disposal.

Leading the way is 5-10
junior guard Mallory
Hoitink, who has been on
varsity since her freshman
year. Hoitink led Slinger in

scoring (14.5 ppg) and is a
versatile inside/outside
performer. Also back is 6-0
senior post Kacey Ott, who
averaged 10 points a game.

A big return for the Owls
will be 5-5 senior guard Cal-
lie Ziebel (5.8 ppg), who
missed the second half of
last season with a knee
injury of her own.

Other returnees include 5-
5 senior Ava Feilbach, 5-7
senior Paige Schmallenberg
and 5-9 junior Gwen
Groeschel. Also expected to
help is 5-9 sophomore Ava
Fahrenholz.

As for the point guard sit-
uation, Dobson said the
committee on hand will
include Ziebel and Feilbach,
and he even noted the versa-
tile Hoitink can handle the
ball when needed. He is also
very high on 5-2 freshman
guard Taylor Longdin.

“The kids have stuck
together and they are really
playing hard,” Dobson said.
“We have good length and
we’re very unselfish and
those will be strengths for
us.”

Slinger scrimmaged area
power Kewaskum on Nov.
13, which is deep and strong
this year and Dobson felt

both teams got a lot out of
it.

Dobson agrees with
Daniels that Cedarburg is a
big favorite in the league
this winter, but he is not

counting his group out.
“It’ll be nice not to have a

target on our back for
once,” he said, “But we still
feel confident that we’ll be
in contention.”

Russ Pulvermacher/Special to the Daily News

Slinger's Mallory Hoitink attempts a shot inside the lane
against West Bend West on Feb. 5.

Hartford

On The Air

Television
TODAY

1:30 p.m. — FIFA World Cup 2022
Qualifying: Wales vs. Belgium. (ESPN2)

6 p.m. — College Basketball: Wright
State at Purdue. (BIGTEN)

6:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Golden
State Warriors at Brooklyn Nets. (TNT)

7 p.m. — College Basketball: Virginia
at Houston. (ESPN)

7 p.m. — NHL Hockey: San Jose
Sharks at Minnesota Wild. (WSN)

8 p.m. — College Basketball: North
Carolina Central at Iowa. (BIGTEN)

8 p.m. — Tennis: World Team Tennis.
(NBCSN)

9 p.m. — College Basketball: BYU at
Oregon. (ESPN)

9 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Philadel-
phia 76ers at Utah Jazz. (TNT)

WEDNESDAY
6 p.m. — College Basketball: George

Mason at Maryland. (BIGTEN)
6:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Los

Angeles Lakers at Milwaukee Bucks.
(WSN)

7 p.m. — DRL Drone Racing (NBCSN)
8 p.m. — College Wrestliug: North

Carolina at Nebraska. (BIGTEN)
9 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Dallas Mav-

ericks at Phoenix Sun. (ESPN)
9 p.m. — NHL Hockey: Chicago Black-

hawks at Seattle Kraken. (TNT)
9 p.m. — Tennis: World Team Tennis.

(NBCSN)
1 a.m. — European PGA Tour Golf:

DP World Tour Championship, First
Round. (GOLF)

Radio
WEDNESDAY

6:30 p.m. — NBA Basketball: Los
Angeles Lakers at Milwaukee Bucks. (AM
620)

PGA
PGA Tour Schedule

Nov. 18-21: The RSM Classic, Sea Island,
Ga. 

Nov. 26:  The Match: Brooks Koepka vs
Bryson DeChambeau, Las Vegas 

Dec. 2-5: Hero World Challenge, Nassau,
Bahamas 

Jan. 6-9: Sentry Tournament of Cham-
pions, Kapalua, Hawaii 

Jan. 13-16:  Sony Open in Hawaii, Hon-
olulu 

Jan. 20-23: The American Express, La
Quinta, Calif. 

Jan. 26-29: Farmers Insurance Open, La
Jolla, Calif. 

PREP ROUNDUP

Submitted photo

West Bend West senior Bella Baker signed her National Letter
of Intent to attend school and compete in soccer at the 
University of Illinois at Chicago, at the NCAA Division 1 level on
Nov. 10.

West Bend West senior
Bella Baker signed her letter
of intent to attend school
and compete  in Soccer at
the University of Illinois at
Chicago on Nov. 10. Baker is
a member of the North Shore
United Soccer Club. In 2019,
Baker’s team was Midwest
Regional Champions, Nation-
al Semi Finalists, and Nation-

al League Champions. At
West Bend West, Baker is a
member of the basketball and
track and field teams as well.
She holds schools records in
basketball for most steals in a
game and most assists in a
season. She was named to
the North Shore Conference
third team All-Conference
after the 2019-2020 season.

Baker signs with
U of Illinois-Chicago


