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Why is this important?
• Determines League/Team classification

• Sets eligibility for leagues, teams, and players

• Identify key dates



Yellowbook Background



What is the Yellow Book?
• Establishes specific guidance for USA 

Softball of Sacramento

• Defines classification of teams per the USA 
Softball National Code   

• Changes reflect Regional and National 
Changes



General League Requirements
• Organized league that has defined boundaries. 

Players must live or go to school within the 
boundaries of that league.

• Participation waivers available for Recreational 
League Play.

• Must be open to any interested youth with no tryout 
required.

• Must use a draft, draw or other acceptable method 
to distribute talent among teams.



Select Program
• Must represent a Recreational League Program and 

follow league boundaries. 

• Participation waivers not generally accepted unless 
deemed a very special circumstance.

• Any player participating * with any other team 
outside their Select team after March 31st forfeits 
their eligibility.

• Teams may not have more than four (4) players that 
participate * with any other team after January 1st.



Select Program
• 14u Division – High school players are eligible to 

return to the league that they participated in the 
previous calendar year ONLY if no existing league 
player is removed.

• Select teams and all activities must be approved by 
the league Board of Directors.

• Select teams must participate in the USA Softball of 
Sacramento Spring Select Program.



Select Program
• Teams may play other USA Softball Select Teams

• Teams may participate in any USA Softball “B” events

• Teams may participate in any USA Softball “A” event 
or scrimmage with USA Softball “A” teams only with 
permission from the JO Commissioner (or Select 
Coordinator). This carries risk of being reclassified.

• Teams may NOT participate in any other sanctioned 
(or unsanctioned) events outside of USA Softball.



All‐Star Programs
• Team must be selected through an approved All-Star 

selection process as defined in league’s operating 
policy.

• Players must live or go to school within boundaries.

• Players must participate in the recreational league.

• Any player participating * with any other team 
outside their Select team after March 31st forfeits their 
eligibility.



All‐Star Programs
• Teams may not have more than four (4) players that 

participate * with any other team after January 1st.

• Teams shall not tryout, select, announce, practice, 
meet or play together before the last Saturday in 
April.

• High School players are eligible to return to the 
league that they participated in the prior year. 
Teams may not have more than 5 high school 
players.



All‐Star Programs
• Players playing in more than one league (divorced 

parents) can only tryout for All-Stars in one league 
and must declare by March 31.

• All-Star teams and all activities must be approved by 
the league Board of Directors.



All‐Star Programs
• Teams may play other USA Softball All-Star teams.

• Teams may participate in any USA Softball “B” or “C” 
events as determined by your classification.

• Teams may participate in any USA Softball “A” event 
or scrimmage with USA Softball “A” teams only with 
permission from the JO Commissioner (or Select 
Coordinator). This carries risk of being reclassified.

• Teams may NOT participate in any other sanctioned 
(or unsanctioned) events outside of USA Softball.



Classification
• Classification of “B” or “C” will be determined by the 

Junior Olympic Commissioner.

• Teams who cannot compete at the “B” level can 
request reclassification to “C”. 

• Further instructions for B vs. C will come out closer to 
All-Star season.



Interleague All‐Stars
• Assist the small leagues that do not have enough 

players to create an All-Star team.

• Leagues who are combining must have participated 
in interleague games for the current season.

• Must have an open and announced selection 
process.

• No more than 2 leagues may combine to form an 
All-Star team.



Interleague All‐Stars
• If a league has enough interested players – they 

cannot participate in interleague formation.

• No player from either league interested in 
participating on the combined All-Star team shall be 
denied the opportunity to participate.

• Combined teams must be approved by both 
leagues Board of Directors.



Critical Dates
• Opening Day: All players/coaches must be registered in 

Register USA

• March 31st : Players must decide Travel (A) or Recreation 
(B/C). Participation with a travel ball team after April 1 will 
make a player ineligible for All Stars. 

• March 31st : Players registered with two leagues must 
choose which one they wish to establish eligibility for All Stars 

• April 29th: Earliest date All-Star tryouts can begin.



Other Information
• Contact information available
• Standards of Conduct
• Tournament dates and locations
• Frequently asked questions
• Tournament sanctioning policy
• Complaint procedures
• Background Check offenses screened for
• Age Classifications
• Concussion Protocol



Summary
• Leagues and Teams are responsible for 

understanding the Yellow Book Rules

• Classification is done by our office – not your league

• Be aware of the dates

• Contact our office with questions.


