
Interleague Rules Summary
(listed below are exceptions to USA Softball rules)

10U 12U 14U

Metal Cleats No No No

Pitching distance (feet) 35 40 43

Batters in Lineup Everyone Everyone Everyone

Players on Field 9 9 9

Players to start 8 (a) 8 (a) 8 (a)

No new inning after 1:45 (b) 1:45 (b) 1:45 (b)

Drop Dead Yes (c) Yes (c) Yes (c)

Complete last inning No (d) No (d) No (d)

Official Game 3 complete innings 3 complete innings 3 complete innings

Scoring Limits 5 up (e, f, g) 5 up (e, f, g) 5 up (e, f, g)

Ties Yes (h) Yes (h) Yes (h)

Forfeits 7-0 score 7-0 score 7-0 score

Courtesy Runner Yes (i) Yes (i) Yes (i)

Pitching Limits Yes (j) Yes (k) Yes (k)

Playing Requirements Yes (l) Yes (l) Yes (l)

a. Teams can start a game with 8 players, 9th position batting penalties; 1st time through the order:
automatic out. Subsequent “at bats”: no penalty.

b. Weekday before April 1, 1;30 (90 min)  New inning; Saturdays and weekdays after April 1, 1:45 (105
min).

c. 2 hours Max time limit, finish current batter, if final outcome not determined score reverts to the last
complete inning.

d. See b and Umpires may call a game for darkness or weather if continued play is unsafe.
e. If the team is ahead at the time their at bat starts: 5 runs limit that inning.  If game is tie or team is

behind at time their at bat starts: limited to # of runs needed to be “5 up”.
f. In the interest of sportsmanship coaches should not run up the score (up 15 in 3rd), options include but

not limited to: step off the bag, no stealing home, run station to station no extra bases,
g. Max differential for standings 8 runs.
h. Regular season games CAN end in a tie.
i. For catcher of record and injured player only.  Courtesy runner must be last batted out.
j. Nominal pitching limit is 3 innings per game.  If a pitcher pitches more than 3 innings in any given

game, they are ineligible to pitch in the next game they attend. A single pitch thrown in an inning
counts as 1 inning pitched.  No pitching limits during playoffs.

k. Nominal pitching limit is 4 innings per game. If a pitcher pitches more than 4 innings in any given
game, they are ineligible to pitch in the next game they attend. A single pitch thrown in an inning
counts as 1 inning pitched.  No pitching limits during playoffs.

l. Coaches are discouraged from sitting a player more than 1 inning defensively.


