Welcome to the Brainerd Battle for the Axe Tournament!
Dear PeeWee B2 Coaches/Managers,
On behalf of the Brainerd Hockey Association, we are excited to welcome you to the Battle for the Axe Tournament in Brainerd, MN! If you are not the correct contact person, if you could please forward to the necessary people, that would be greatly appreciated. We’re thrilled to have your team join us for a weekend full of competitive hockey, great sportsmanship, and lasting memories.
Here are a few quick notes to help your weekend go smoothly:
· Game schedules are attached and are also posted at https://www.brainerdhockey.com/page/show/13155-tournament-information Any time related changes will be sent out to the team manager/coach via email. Sunday schedules will be posted on GameSheets after the last game Saturday.
· First team listed is the VISITING TEAM.
· Game times listed are puck drop times, please help us by being early and ready to hit the ice so we can start the game on time. First games of the day we will play the National Anthem so please adjust your timing a bit to accommodate.
· Rink locations & maps Both Crow Wing Recycling and Civic Center rinks are located at 501 Jackson Street, Brainerd. Locker rooms are posted on the TVs in the arenas,  a map of the locker rooms will be posted at the welcome table. 
· Tournament rules are attached and available online on our website. 
· Assistance If you need assistance during the weekend the Brainerd team manager or myself will be happy to help. Find us at the rink or reach out to me via email, call or text. 
· Pre-Tourney Check In To make the weekend easier on you we have added a google form to fill out for “check-in”. https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSefUFCwcwSF73CYawOpKNjjI635jFgoWC4jNXSHlCXXHC4eug/viewform?usp=publish-editor This must be submitted within 7 days of receiving! You will need your USA Hockey Approved Official Team Roster stamped with USA Hockey Certified Roster approved green stamp (can be picture of or screenshot) to upload.
· Tourney Apparel for the tournament are available for preorder with tournament team names on the back. The order link will be sent out closer to the tournament. I will send out the order link to the updated email from the google doc, so please get that filled out! Shirts will be able to be picked up in the front lobby of the arena when you check in for your first game.
· Live Streaming Our arenas are proud to be able to stream the tournament games online as well. We have partnered with MNHockey.tv to provide a fantastic viewing experience. Here’s the link to our streaming page on our website -https://www.brainerdhockey.com/page/show/6834336-live-game-streaming
We have been working hard to make this a fun and well-organized event for players, coaches, and fans alike. In addition to exciting games on the ice, Brainerd offers plenty of opportunities to enjoy your time off the rink with restaurants, shops, and local attractions.
Lodging and Dining Sponsors
Brainerd offers a wide range of restaurants to accommodate teams and families:
· Craigun’s Resort  – By now,  you should have received communication from Cragun’s Resort regarding lodging as they are our exclusive tournament sponsor. This is not a stay to play tourney, but they do support our program so please use them whenever possible. Nichelle Markley is your contact at Cragun’s nmarkley@craguns.com
· Notch 8 – Skip the struggle of finding last-minute tables and navigating loud, crowded restaurants. Notch 8 Restaurant & Catering offers your teams and families a dedicated, private dining space right in the heart of the historic Northern Pacific Center in Brainerd – just minutes from the Essentia Health Sports Center. Call (218) 454-6688 by Tuesday of your tournament weekend for reservations or visit their webpage for more info. https://notch8brainerd.com/page/fuel-your-team-
We look forward to seeing your players give it their all and to cheering on great hockey throughout the tournament. Thank you for being part of this special event—we hope your team enjoys their stay in the Brainerd Lakes Area and leaves with fantastic memories.

