
 

Board Meeting Minutes 
 
 

Call to Order  
The February 15, 2021 Zoom Meeting was called to order by President Mike McIntosh at 8:00 pm. 
 
Roll Call was taken, and was as follows:  (Gray means not present) 
President Mike McIntosh    USAH ADM Brian Stinson  
Vice President Jason Kindseth   USAH GTG Russ Barnett 
Treasurer Karen Young    ^Player Development Mike Wilkinson 
Secretary Connie Murphree    ^Girls Development Annie Petschauer 
League Commissioner Todd Young   ^Disabled Rep  Position Open 
10U Commissioner Kari Riley    ^Adult Rep  Barry Brownlee  
12U Commissioner Mekell Lybbert   ^Billings Rep Eddie LaPera   
14 U Commissioner Danny Blowers   ^Bozeman Rep Dave Weaver 
HS Commissioner Carin Barnett   ^Butte Rep Matt Enrooth 
Girls Commissioner Chris Herring   ^Flathead Rep Nicki Zuffelto 
Tourney Director LuAnn Rinebarger   ^Glasgow Rep Carin Barnett 
USAH SafeSport/Risk Manager Kari Riley  ^Great Falls Rep Randy Gilbertson/Brian Elliott 
USAH Safety Jason Moran    ^Havre Rep Barry Brownlee 
USAH Coach-in-Chief Pete Kamman   ^Helena Rep Al Swanson 
USAH Ref-in-Chief Jason Manning   ^Miles City Rep Rick Lang 
USAH Registrar Todd Porter    ^Missoula Rep Grace Hoene 
USAH Youth Goalie Develop Ryan Riley  ^Whitefish Rep Clint Muhlfed/Ryan Ulvin   
USAH Female Goalie Develop Lisa Prescott  

^ = Voting Member 
 
Others in Attendance:   
 
Minutes 
The minutes of the 15 Feb 2021 meeting were previously emailed to the Board.  Connie noted that one 
change was made after the minutes had been emailed, and that was to show that Eddie LaPera of 
Billings was in attendance.  Todd Young moved to approve the minutes with that change, seconded by 
Barry Brownlee.  No Discussion.  Motion carries.  
 
President’s Report (USAH/NPD) – Mike McIntosh 
USA Hockey President’s Call.  Mike reported a work group will be working on policy for how to address 
racial slurs and/or inappropriate behavior not seen or heard by a coach or On-ice Official.  



 
 
USAH is looking at ways to increase hockey numbers around the country at both the youth and adult 
levels.  COVID resulted in numbers dropping.  Kevin Erlenbach, USA Hockey Assistant Executive Director, 
is concerned it could take 4 to 5 years for the numbers to recover.  
The Annual Congress will be held via Zoom in June. This is a rule change year.  If you have concerns or 
comments in regard to any of the rule proposals (See attached), please contact Mike McIntosh, Jason 
Manning or Al Bloomer by the end of May.  
USA Hockey is working on cutting expenses in an effort to break even.  It is likely they will increase USAH 
membership fees on youth players.  A possible graduated fee schedule may also be an option.  
MN, AK, North East District reps vehemently opposed an increase in fees.  
MAHA has been asked to let USA Hockey know if they will be increasing fees.  Mike recommends no 
increase at this time.  Unless someone feels differently, that is what he will pass on to USA Hockey.  No 
opposition was expressed.  
MAHA.  Mike extended a sincere Thank You to all on the Board.  This was a very difficult season for 
many reasons, including COVID.  The Board members were tasked with making many difficult decisions.  
Lots of Board members put in extra time and effort to make it all work.  
Congratulations to all players, coaches and associations who won championships in the State 
Tournaments.   
Awards -Three scholarships were awarded, and the Ray Tilman Heart of Montana award was presented 
during the State Tournaments. 
Congratulations to Nacole Sestrich of Missoula – 19U Girls 
Congratulations to Jocelyn Staples of Havre - Youth 
Congratulations to Castellated Bloomquist of Helena – Damon Heck Memorial Official  
Congratulations to Mitch Ferm who was awarded the Ray Tilman Heart of Montana award. 
Summary of Season – Mike felt the need to express his frustration and embarrassment of the behavior 
exhibited by players, parents, coaches, and possibly some officials.  ALL of the MAHA Board members, 
including association reps, need to do a much better job of communicating with their memberships 
what is and is not acceptable behavior.  
NA Prep Tournament – this is a tournament being hosted in Whitefish.  It is important to let MAHA 
teams know this is NOT a USA Hockey sanctioned tournament.  Any teams that choose to participate can 
NOT represent MAHA in any way.  This includes team names, uniforms and MAHA rosters.  
 
Vice President’s Report (Grants/Discipline) – Jason Kindseth 
Jason reminded all that grant applications are due to him by April 1, 2021.  See forms on the MAHA 
website.   
There were 78 serious penalties recorded this season.  Inappropriate language is becoming an issue.   
The discipline committee is working with USA Hockey on the allegations of racial slurs.   
 
Treasurer’s Report – Karen Young 
Karen reported that as of February 28 there is $150,645.70 in the bank.  Many of the outstanding 
expenses from the previous month have now been paid.  Russ Barnett moved to approve the financial 
statements as submitted.  Dave Weaver seconded.  Motion carried.  
Karen added that she is still waiting on Tournament Bond requests for several locations.  Please find the 
request form on the website. 
 
 



 
 
Player Development Report – Mike Wilkinson  
PLAYER DEVELOPMENT CAMP – Mike reported registration is up and running on the website.  Coaching 
invites are out.  Working on finalizing the ice schedule to be on the website.  
TIERED TEAMS – There have been 2 applications submitted.  One from Miles City that will likely be 
approved soon.  The other is from Missoula Royals.  It has already been approved.  This will be a 14U 
team, and players will not participate in TSL.  Grace added that this is a great opportunity for high 
performance hockey for Montana skaters.  Only 15 players will make the team, so there should not be 
an effect on TSL teams.  Mike McIntosh and Todd Young both expressed great concern about the 
approval of this type of team.  It has been tried in the past and took a heavy toll on TSL teams.  Clint 
Muhlfed said Montana is already losing players to other opportunities for a higher level of hockey, so he 
supports the Missoula Royals team. Eddie LaPera questioned if there are any thoughts or plans to 
improve coaching around the state.  Pete Kamman responded that much of that falls back on the 
associations to provide.  He will look at possibly implementing a Coaching Education Program.  
 
USAH Referee-in-Chief Report – Jason Manning 
Jason started off by congratulating all of the champions of the recent State Tournaments.  There were 
some officiating issues, but that happens every year.  Jason expressed his appreciation to Todd Young, 
Mike McIntosh and Jason Kindseth for their efforts in finding timely solutions at all hours of the day and 
night.  Jason noted he is absolutely flabbergasted by the innumerable emails he has received directly 
from parents.  His policy is to not respond to the parents, but rather send the issue back to the Age 
Group leadership. Parents need to be reminded that the rule books require for a 24 hour cool down.  
Jason knows that one official for sure, and possibly two others, will be leaving officiating due to official 
abuse.  
 
USAH Registrar Report – Todd Porter 
Todd requested information on the rosters and more about the high-performance teams.   
Grace explained the Missoula Royals will be a 14U team, will spend 6 hours every weekend in Missoula 
for training unless they are playing in Tier II games. Grace noted she is the right leader to make this work 
and not affect the TSL.  
 
Treasure State League Report (League Commissioner) – Todd Young 
Todd started by expressing his gratitude to all of the host associations.  They each hosted successful 
tournaments even with working around COVID mandates.  
Todd heard that someone was live streaming some games via FaceBook.  He thinks that it is a great idea, 
however, the person who was streaming the games could clearly be heard saying inappropriate things.  
May need to look at treating this the same way it would be handled if the inappropriate comments were 
in person.  
He also noted the previous discussions about the behavior of parents, players and coaches this past 
season.  Every single age group, with the exception of 14U Girls had at least one physical fight this 
season.  Parents never offered any appreciation for the work of the MAHA team, but had lots of 
complaints to share.  

• 10U – Kari/Todd 
Todd reported these tournaments were all successful.  Making the A/B/C split was tricky, but 
worked out in the end. 
 



 
 

• 12U – Mekell Lybbert 
Mekell noted that even though COVID resulted in schedule changes galore, most of the games 
got played.  State Tournaments went well other than the parent complaints. 

• 14U – Danny Blowers 
Danny reported that like the 12U group, most MAHA games were able to be played.  
Tournaments went well other than parents at the Miles City tourney.  

• HS – Carin Barnett 
Carin reported the tournaments themselves went well, but altercations were an issue.  

• Girls – Chris Herring 
Chris reported the season went well for both teams.  Both tournaments were successful.  

Todd closed by thanking all the Age Group Directors for working with the rinks and team managers to 
make the season a success.   
 
Tournament Director Report – LuAnn Rinebarger 
LuAnn extended her gratitude to the Age Group Directors for the fabulous job they did this season. She 
was also very appreciative of the hosting facilities being very accommodating.   
LuAnn also acknowledged the poor behavior, and suggested doing a better job of communicating with 
families in regard to the protocol of complaints.  
 
Old Business 
Mike McIntosh reminded all that the Annual Meeting will be held via zoom on May 15, 2021.  Voting will 
be held on open Board positions Mite Festival, Player Development Camp and the Summit.  
Anyone interested in any of these is asked to complete the forms on the MAHA website.  
www.mthockey.com.  Deadline for filing the forms will be May 1, 2021. 
Annual Guide Changes will also be addressed.  Please review the Annual Guide and if you have any 
requests for changes, get them to Mike McIntosh, Connie Murphree or Jason Kindseth by May 1st.  
Mike also reminded that the Board had postponed a decision on switching 10U to half ice due to COVID.   
 
New Business 
No new business was presented.  
 
Adjournment 
There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, Todd Young moved to adjourn, 
seconded by Barry Brownlee.  Meeting adjourned at 9:35 pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
  Connie Murphree 
    MAHA Secretary 
  
 

 

 

 

http://www.mthockey.com/


 

Important Dates to Remember 

01 May 2021  President, Secretary, Tournament Director 
    Applications due - www.mthockey.com 
 

01 May 2021 Bids for Mite Festival, Player Development Camp and 
Hockey Summit bids due – www.mthockey.com 

01 May 2021 Bids for MAHA Apparel due – www.mthockey.com 
 

15 May 2021  MAHA Annual Meeting & Board Elections 
 
20 - 23 May 2021 NPD Development Camp (Grand Forks, ND) 
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