
COVID-19 Preparedness Plan for OAA Boys Baseball

The following guidelines apply to all OAA Youth Baseball Activities to ensure the safety of players, coaches and
families. We are committed to providing a safe and healthy environment for all.  To ensure that, we have used

the MDH guidelines and additional information was provided using COVID-19 Organized Sports Practice and
Games Guidance for Youth and Adults form to help us develop the following Preparedness Plan in response to

the COVID-19 pandemic. https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/sportsguide.pdf

All participants share the responsibility of implementing this plan.  Participants are defined as anyone

attending, participating, volunteering, employed, or otherwise involved in the activity/event this safety plan

was prepared for. Our goal is to mitigate the potential for transmission of COVID-19 during our activities, and

that requires full cooperation of all participants. Only through this cooperative effort can we establish and

maintain the safety and health of our staff, participants, renters and facility users.

Our Preparedness Plan follows Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and Minnesota Department

of Health (MDH) guidelines related to COVID-19 and addresses:

● hygiene and respiratory etiquette;

● social distancing;

● cleaning, disinfection and decontamination;

● prompt identification and isolation of sick persons;

● communications and training that will be provided to staff and facility users.

Handwashing
In addition to basic infection prevention measures the following procedures are being implemented during

our activities:

● All players and coaches must clean and/or sanitize their hands when first arriving to events.  Frequent

hand washing/sanitizing during events is highly encouraged. All players and coaches must clean

and/or sanitize their hands after each event.  Cleaning/sanitizing of hands is a participation

requirement.

https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/sportsguide.pdf


Respiratory Etiquette
● Masks/Face Coverings

○ Per Executive Order 21-11 and the MN Dept of Health's corresponding guidance, players are

required to wear a mask at practices and games when they are not actively practicing or

playing and cannot maintain 6 feet of physical distance. All players and coaches must bring a

mask to the field, regardless of whether they expect to be within 6 feet of others.

This is a non-negotiable requirement and we are obligated to follow it.  If we don't, we're liable

to lose access to fields.

● Outdoors + Distanced = Mask Not Required

● Outdoors + No Distance = Mask Required

● Cover your cough or sneeze
○ Individuals are instructed to cover their mouth and nose with their sleeve or a tissue when

coughing or sneezing and to avoid touching their face, in particular their mouth, nose and

eyes, with their hands. They should dispose of tissues in the trash and wash or sanitize their

hands immediately afterward.

Shared Equipment
Sanitizing wipes will be provided to all coaches to wipe down shared equipment (ex. catcher’s gear, team

bats, etc.) before each use.

Social Distancing
Social distancing is being implemented during our activities in the following ways:

● Within dugouts players need to maintain six feet of separation and no more than 3 people in the

dugout at a time.

● Players will place their bags six feet apart from one another on the outside of the fence along each foul

line (See Diagram below)

● Use of any bleachers by spectators is prohibited; spectators must bring their own chairs

● Spectators must sit in Parents/Spectator Areas along the 1st/3rd baselines and out of the Player/Coach

Area and maintain six feet separation between households (See Diagram below)

https://mn.gov/covid19/assets/eo-20-11_tcm1148-471506.pdf
https://www.health.state.mn.us/diseases/coronavirus/sportsguide.pdf


Health Screening
The following procedures have been implemented to screen our participants during our activities:

● Health Screening Procedure and Assessment Tool.

○ OAA Responsibilities:

■ Distribute and post OAA COVID-19 Preparedness Plan, COVID-19 Waiver and Visitor

Health Screening Checklist to all participants

■ Be sensitive and accommodating to parents that may be uncomfortable with returning

to play

○ Coach & Team Responsibilities:

■ Follow all COVID-19 Preparedness Plan requirements

■ Send athletes home if they are not feeling well

■ Ensure all athletes have their own individual equipment (ex. bat, glove, water, batting

helmet, etc.)

■ Ensure activities provide adequate social distancing.

■ Respect players, parents and families by accommodating those that may not yet be

comfortable returning.

○ Parent Responsibilities:

■ Check child’s temperature and utilize the Visitor Health Screening Checklist on the

league website

■ Ensure child’s clothing is washed after every activity

■ Ensure all equipment (ex. cleats, bat, glove, water, batting helmet, etc.) is sanitized prior

to any activity

■ Notify Director & Coach if your child becomes ill for any reasons

■ Supply your child with individual sanitizer

■ Adhere to all social distancing expectations

■ Ensure your child has plenty of water

○ Player Responsibilities:

■ Adhere to protocols within the COVID-19 Preparedness Plan

■ Wash hands thoroughly before and after all activities

■ Do not share water, food or their own equipment

■ Respect and practice social distancing, as required in these guidelines

■ Place equipment, bags, etc. at least 6 feet apart

■ No handshakes, high fives, knuckles or group celebrations

■ No spitting sunflower seed and chewing gum



Communications and Training
We agree to communicate to all participants using Oakdale and surrounding community outdoor fields that

they must review and adhere to the COVID-19 Preparedness Plan. Furthermore, we will inform them that

non-compliant participants may be asked to leave the premises and may be prohibited from using the

facilities in the future.

We agree to communicate ISD 622 COVID-19 Liability Waiver and Release Statement below to all participants.

This is how we will communicate it:

● COVID-19 Liability and Waiver Form found on leagues website and below

In consideration of being allowed to participate on behalf of The Oakdale Athletic Association program and

related events and activities, the undersigned acknowledges, appreciates, and agrees that: 1. Participation

includes possible exposure to and illness from infectious diseases including but not limited to MRSA,

influenza, and COVID-19. While particular rules and personal discipline may reduce this risk, the risk of

serious illness and death does exist; and, 2. I KNOWINGLY AND FREELY ASSUME ALL SUCH RISKS, both

known and unknown, EVEN IF ARISING FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OF THE RELEASEES or others, and assume

full responsibility for my participation; and, 3. I willingly agree to comply with the stated and customary

terms and conditions for participation as regards protection against infectious diseases. If, however, I

observe any unusual or significant hazard during my presence or participation, I will remove myself from

participation and bring such to the attention of the nearest official immediately; and, 4. I, for myself and on

behalf of my heirs, assigns, personal representatives and next of kin, HEREBY RELEASE AND HOLD HARMLESS

The Oakdale Athletic Association their officers, officials, agents, and/or employees, other participants,

sponsoring agencies, sponsors, advertisers, and if applicable, owners and lessors of premises used to

conduct the event (“RELEASEES”), WITH RESPECT TO ANY AND ALL ILLNESS, DISABILITY, DEATH, or loss or

damage to person or property, WHETHER ARISING FROM THE NEGLIGENCE OF RELEASEES OR OTHERWISE,

to the fullest extent permitted by law. FOR PARTICIPANTS OF MINORITY AGE (UNDER AGE 18 AT THE TIME

OF REGISTRATION)

This is to certify that I, as parent/guardian, with legal responsibility for this participant, have read and

explained the provisions in this waiver/release to my child/ward including the risks of presence and

participation and his/her personal responsibilities for adhering to the rules and regulations for protection

against communicable diseases. Furthermore, my child/ward understands and accepts these risks and

responsibilities. I for myself, my spouse, and child/ward do consent and agree to his/her release provided

above for all the Releasees and myself, my spouse, and child/ward do release and agree to indemnify and

hold harmless the Releasees for any and all liabilities incident to my minor child’s/ward’s presence or

participation in these activities as provided above, EVEN IF ARISING FROM THEIR NEGLIGENCE, to the fullest

extent provided by law.


