Salmon River Ice Hockey Association Newsletter
Dear Salmon River Families,
We hope all your seasons are going well. We appreciate you taking the time to read through this important update from the association.
Inside This Newsletter:
· Fundraising Update & Parent Sign-In for Open Skates
· Zero-Tolerance Policy & Player Conduct Concerns
· Improved Communication and Feedback
· New Leadership Announcements
· Pond Hockey – February 21st
· Board Elections – March 11th
· Spring Hockey & Coaching Interest
· Upcoming Hockey Clinic Opportunities
· Facility Update – Roof Repairs & Lighting

Fundraising Success & Open Skate Parent Sign-In
A huge thank you to everyone who participated in the calendar fundraiser! Together, we raised approximately $2,740 for the association. This directly supports our programs and helps keep hockey accessible to all.
This is our only mandatory fundraiser aside from working open skates. To ensure fairness and accountability, we are introducing a parent sign-in sheet at open skates. This makes sure all families contribute equally to the success of our program.
If you have fundraising ideas or would like to be involved in the fundraising committee, we’d love your support! See the Election paragraph below!

Zero-Tolerance Policy & Player Conduct Concerns
The Snowbelt League has asked us to reiterate the Zero-Tolerance Policy for spectators. Our behavior as parents and supporters reflects on the entire organization.
· Inappropriate behavior or abusive language from parents or guardians will not be tolerated.
· Spectators may be asked to leave the game area or even ejected from the rink for a minimum of three (3) hours.
· Violations can also result in a 30-day suspension from all USA Hockey activities and fines.


On-Ice Conduct & Fighting
We've had seven fighting calls this season. While some of our players were not the aggressors, the number of incidents has raised concerns with Snowbelt. This is not the reputation we want for our organization.
The disciplinary committee will enforce stricter consequences, especially if a Salmon River player is seen as the aggressor. Coaches and team reps must have a meeting with players and parents to discuss crowd behavior and fighting.

Improved Communication and Feedback
As part of our commitment to increase communication and transparency, we’ve made some updates:
· A feedback flyer has been posted on the snack bar entrance bulletin board and around the corner in the entrance room bulletin boards. This allows members to submit questions or feedback anonymously or with their contact information directly to the board of directors. Which will be addressed back to you or if submitted anonymously, will be addressed in the meeting minutes.
· https://forms.gle/a1HNQFYGmJ4aFBgD7
· Board meeting minutes are now being publicly posted on SRIHA.org as part of our transparency initiative. Visit our website or check the bulletin board for more information.

Bullying & Vaping Concerns
We’ve also received reports of bullying within teams. This will not be tolerated. If you have concerns, please notify your coach, team rep, or board representative immediately to prevent escalation.
Additionally, there have been multiple reports of vaping inside the rink.
· First offense: Warning.
· Second offense: Individual must either turn in their device for confiscation or leave the premises.

New Leadership Announcements
We’re excited to announce new appointments within the association:
· Robert Rice has joined the board to fill a vacancy. A former Salmon River player, Bob now has a son in Learn to Play and runs the Sunday Men’s skates. He will serve as the board representative for the 16U team.
· Tyler Kennedy has been appointed Vice President. Tyler helped launch the Learn to Skate program and serves as program coordinator. He is working to improve transparency, communication, and other aspects of the association.
· Steve Olson is now the Director of Facilities and Operations, a long-needed role. Steve’s extensive knowledge of the rink and dedication behind the scenes make him a perfect fit.
· Christy Yerdon has accepted Grant Laison and Team Sponsorship Manager, her Grant Laison position is to seek larger opportunities to help us with the upcoming pad replacement which is estimated to be $1,000,000.00. Separately the Team Sponsorship Manager position will monitor team fundraising efforts.
· Members of the board and invited members will be having organized workshop events to define the rules of which fundraising is allowed and for what funds can be applied to. We strongly encourage all those interested to express their interest. Please copy your board representative, SRIHA President, Board Members, Sponsorship Manager (Christy) of your willingness to participate.

Pond Hockey – February 21st
Mark your calendars for February 21st! Our hometown winter break Pond Hockey event is back.
· Teams of 3 to 5 players, no goalie
· 3-on-3 format
· Drop your kid off or stay and help out
· Starts at 10:00 AM (end time depends on participation)
Sign-up deadline: February 19th. More details to come!
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1F8a-kZoStCB2ZA3UjauTQHIJZ9qQX5ByRKyrWVBdbTI/viewform?fbclid=IwY2xjawIUvoJleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHcrrFYf4JNiYSnZ30MCHgKLKMLjZrulJJfNwLk2EtiNSqOdMwKiCCFs48Q_aem__B-Y_sk0_cUot40lriM39A&edit_requested=true


Board Elections – March 11th
We are preparing for board elections on March 11th. Three board positions are up for election:
· Current seats up for election: Jacqueline Donnelly, Jerry Brown, Greg Goodnough
If you are interested in running, sign-ups are on the snack bar door. The week of the election, candidates may post an “about me” in the hallway.
There are also committee positions available! Sign up on the board member sheet or scan the QR code posted at the rink to view open positions.
We’ve had several incredible ideas on how to increase participation to our fundraising efforts. We welcome all interested to participate in the fundraising committee to further our overall efforts.
Every team will have a shared ice slot the night of elections—more details to come from your team reps.


Spring Hockey – Interest Survey & Coaching Needs
We are already planning for Spring Hockey!
· The Spring Hockey interest survey is open—please complete it ASAP to help us determine player counts and costs.
· https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/988N7HM
· We also need coaches! If interested, please complete the above form for coaching interest.
Details on spring registration fees will be announced soon. Tournament costs will NOT be included in registration and will be team-funded separately depending on participation.

Next Season Teams
Believe it or not we already need to start planning for next seasons teams!
· If you are interested in coaching please express your interest by filling out the forms that will be distributed on Sports Engine and links around the rink.
· If you are considering have a Tournament Bound Team next year, the deadline for proposals is February 21st. 

Upcoming Hockey Clinics
We are working on finalizing details to bring clinics to SRIHA.
· We hope to host a hockey clinic by Pure Edge Performance in the spring!
· Our main focus is equal access for all our players. We appreciate your patience as we navigate our by-laws and past precedent to be able to offer our parents and kids the best opportunities, while making sure we leave no kid behind.

Facility Update – Roof Repairs & New Lights
We are well aware of the roof issues. The rink roof is not under SRIHA’s jurisdiction, but we are actively working with the town to find a solution.
We also secured a grant with the help of the town to upgrade our lighting. National Grid is covering 100% of the costs for all new lighting, with installation, and comes with a 5 year warranty. This upgrade couldn’t come at a better time!
We will provide updates as they become available.

Thank You for Your Support!
We appreciate everything you do to make SRIHA a great community for our kids. Let’s kick off a great end of the season!
Sincerely,
The SRIHA Board of Directors
