South Dakota Boys Development Committee (2026)-Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

(as of January 9, 2026)

“Do you want to be a hockey player or just want to play hockey?”

“Opportunities like playing for Team South Dakota, attending the Northern Plains District camp, and being selected for the Western Regional and USA Hockey national camps helped put me on the map as a hockey player. For players looking to play hockey in college or beyond, taking advantage of these opportunities is really important.”

Carter Sanderson-2025 NHL Draftee

Boys Development Contact Information:  sdhockeydev@gmail.com

Any and all questions concerning the boys development program should go to the above email address. No other SDAHA personnel will have the answers to your questions

USA Hockey Development Program Web Site: USA Hockey Player Development Camps

USAH Boys Player Development Guide: Boys Player Development Program

SD Boys Development Web Site:  http://www.sdaha.org/page/show/102354-sd-development-committee

NPDDC Web site: http://www.npdistrict.com/page/show/83912-np-district-development-camps

Boys Development Camp Registration web site-
Team SD / Development Committee (sdaha.org)


GENERAL DEVELOPMENT FAQs

When are the South Dakota National Team Tryouts for 2026?

The USA Hockey National Tier II Tournament Team tryouts will be held in early June 2026 in Sioux Falls. This is a separate event.

What about girls development events?

There is a Girls Development Committee to work on events for the girls. Check the SD Development web site for info. For further info, contact Jenni Wirkus sdahadirector@outlook.com or Mark Bukovich  mark.bukovich@sfflyers.com.

What and how are the birth years chosen for the 2026 Development Camp?

All USA Hockey development programs are organized on a birth year calendar.  Those born between 2008 and 2012 are eligible for possible advancement to the District, Regional and National Development programs depending on their age.

Birth Year		Age Group
2014			12 Year Olds
2013			13 Year Olds-Eligible for NPDDC
2012			14 Year Olds-Eligible for NPDDC/Western Regional Camp
2011			15 Year Olds-Eligible for NPDDC/USAH National Camp
2010			16 Year Olds-Eligible for NPDDC/USAH National Camp
2009			17 Year Olds-Eligible for NPDDC/USAH National Camp
2008			18 Year Olds

Why are there no development events for other birth years?

Limited ice availability, national team commitments, Easter Holiday, spring sports that begin, etc.

Where do the proceeds go?

This program is a self-funded program.  Any profits go to fund state development programs. This compares to many regional and local organizations/events that are “for-profit”.

Where do I find my USA Hockey ID #?

When you registered in the fall with USA Hockey, you would have been sent an email with your ID# on it. Find that email or contact USA Hockey to get your #.

BOYS DEVELOPMENT CAMP-APRIL 24-26, 2026-SIOUX FALLS FAQS

What is the camp in April 2026 about?

The camp will take place at the Sioux Falls Scheel’s Triplex. It is for boys only. There will be practice/development sessions as well as scrimmages. As have the last few camps, the camp will start on Friday. There are two objectives for the camp-Allow for development of SD players and to evaluate/select players for the NPDDC (Northern Plains District Development Camp).

Our lead on-ice coach will again be Nick Adamek. A native of Hollister CA, Nick coached the Steele County Blades, Owatonna MN who play in the United States Premier Hockey League (USPHL). Nick is a Level IV USA Hockey certified coach. Adamek started his coaching career with the University of Wisconsin-Stout, handling Head Coach and Assistant Coach responsibilities with the women's club program. Shortly after that, he started working with the Hudson Crusaders of the Minnesota Junior Hockey League, serving as an Assistant Coach from 2008-2011. Adamek then joined the Gillette Wild of the American West Hockey League (AWHL) in 2011 as an Assistant Coach. He was there for three years where he also spent time as Head Coach of the Gillette High School program. He led the team to a State Championship in 2012 and appearances to the State Tournament all three seasons. Additionally, Adamek has coached with Minnesota Mavericks AAA Summer Hockey camps and teams with former Owatonna Express coach Pat Cullen. Nick also owns 3 Brothers Hockey along with his two older brothers, Mike and Mark. They run camps and summer exposure teams together.

Is there a final schedule for the 2026 camp?

Not yet! Final ice times and schedules will not be set until the final registrations are done. This should be within a week of when the camp starts and will be posted to the web site. Again, this year’s camp will start on Friday night with development sessions. All players/goalies will skate on Friday. The schedule for this year will be close to other years. For example, the schedule for 2022 was--
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	Date/Times
	SD BOYS Development Camp-117 skaters/10 goalies-Apr 22-24, 2022

	Zueger Leadership South Rink
	Furniture Mart Center Rink

	Friday Apr 22
	 
	 
	 

	6:00-9:00
	Check-in at Rink
	 
	 

	6:30-7:15
	Forwards-04/05/06/07s  (32)**
	6:15-7:00
	Defense-04/05/06/07s   (20)

	7:30-8:15
	Forwards-08/09/10s    (35)
	7:15-8:00
	Defense-08/09/10s   (20)

	8:30-9:30
	
	8:30-9:30
	Goalie Session #1 with

	 
	 
	 
	Shooters-All 04/05s Skaters   (10)

	
	
	
	Goalies/Shooters meet w/ coach-

	Saturday  Apr 23
	
	
	es prior to Goalie Session

	7:30-9:00
	Check-in at Rink for those that did not check in on Friday

	9:00-10:00
	2004/05/06/07s-Blue/Yellow-Session 1 (26)
	8:30-9:30
	2008/09/10s-Blue/Yellow-Session 1 (27)

	10:15-11:15
	2004/05/06/07s-Green/Red-Session 1  (27)
	9:45-10:45
	2008/09/10s-Green/Red-Session 1 (28)

	11:30-12:30
	Goalies session #2 with
	11:00-Noon
	Open Ice-NOT for our use

	 
	Shooters-06/07 Green/Blue Defensemen (11)
	12:15-1:15
	Open Ice-NOT for our use

	12:45-1:45
	Open Ice-NOT for our use
	 
	 

	2:00-3:00
	2004/05/06/07s-Blue/Yellow-Session 2 (26)
	1:30-2:30
	2008/09/10s-Blue/Yellow-Session 2 (27)

	3:15-4:15
	2004/05/06/07s-Green/Red-Session 2  (27)
	2:45-3:45
	2008/09/10s-Green/Red-Session 2  (28)

	4:30-6:00
	Open Ice-NOT for our use
	4:00-5:00
	Open Ice-NOT for our use

	 
	 
	5:15-6:15
	Open Ice-NOT for our use

	 
	Scrimmages*
	 
	Scrimmages*

	6:00-7:00
	2004/05/06/07s-Yellow vs Blue
	6:30-7:30
	2008/09/10s-Blue vs Yellow

	7:15-8:15
	2004/05/06/07s-Green vs Red
	7:45-8:45
	2008/09/10s-Green vs Red

	
	
	
	 

	
	
	
	 

	 
	 
	 
	 

	Sunday Apr 25
	 
	
	

	8:00-8:45
	2008/09/10s-Blue/Green-Session 3 (31)
	8:15-9:00
	2004/05/06/07s-Green/Blue-Session 3 (24)

	9:00-9:45
	2008/09/10s-Yellow/Red-Session 3 (27)
	9:15-10:00
	2004/05/06/07s-Red/Yellow-Session 3 (26)

	
	
	
	

	
	
	 
	

	 
	 
	 
	 

	 
	Scrimmages*
	 
	Scrimmages*

	12:30-1:30
	2004/05/06/07s-Green vs Blue
	11:30-12:30
	2008/09/10s-Green vs Blue

	1:45-2:45
	2004/05/06/07s-Red vs Yellow
	12:45-1:45
	2008/09/10s-Yellow vs Red

	
	 
	
	 

	
	 
	
	



Can players that live outside of South Dakota attend the Development Camp in April and be selected to go to NPDDC?

Yes; however, you must be registered thru and play for an association that functions under the auspices of SDAHA. You could then be selected to go to NPDDC; however, you could not be selected to go to any of the National/Regional Camps. Any permanent resident of SD no matter where they played during the past hockey season (i.e. Tier I hockey outside SD) can participate completely in development program thru and including national camps.



Will there be checking in the scrimmages?

Yes-There will be body checking allowed in the scrimmages except for scrimmages involving the 2014 birth years (12 year olds) where there will be no body checking.

Is there a block of motel rooms for the 2026 SD Camp?

No--There are plenty of motels in Sioux Falls to choose from.

What equipment do I need? Neck laceration protection?

As this is a USA Hockey Event, full equipment including mouth guards and neck laceration guards are required. Players also need to bring their own water bottles.  

Are parents supposed to or allowed to stay and observe the activities?  

Parents can certainly watch any and all sessions but are not required to. Parents are not allowed past the double doors going to the locker rooms unless there is an injury or emergency. Drinks, stick taping, etc. can be done in the lobby.

What happens to the players between on-ice sessions? 

After players leave the ice, they are on their own, and SDAHA will not be responsible for them. There are no off-ice sessions/activities. They can certainly watch the other sessions; however, younger players should have their parents meet them after their on-ice sessions.

What kind of behavior will be expected of the players during camp?

Players at the camp represent SDAHA and USA Hockey. Any players caught using tobacco including e-cigarettes/juuling, alcohol, illegal drugs, etc. will be removed from the camp with no chance for advancement to further camps. No refund will be issued. 

What is the fee for the SD Development Camp? By what date is registration required? How do I register? Is position important?

The fee for the camp is $150 thru April 1, 2026. After April 1, the camp fee is then $175. The player keeps the camp jersey. All registration is done thru the SD Development website. The player’s position must be indicated correctly as once state camp begins, a skater’s position cannot be changed throughout the development process. Players are advanced by position to further camps.

The registration web site is-Team SD / Development Committee (sdaha.org)

Can refunds of the registration fee be made?

If a registration refund is requested more than one week before the camp (in 2026, that will be before April 17), the entire fee minus the credit card fee will be refunded. A request made between the one week before and the date of the camp, all but $50 will be refunded. There are no refunds on the day the camp starts or after.

Will individual evaluations be given at the camp?

No-As we see your player for only three days, this is just a snapshot of his ability. You are better off posing that question to their winter season coach that observed him on a day-to-day basis for an entire season. Our evaluators are determining who should advance to the NPDDC.

NORTHERN PLAINS DISTRICT  DEVELOPMENT CAMP (NPDDC)-May 14-17, 2026-Fargo ND FAQS

All questions concerning the NPDDC should go to Greg Evenson, NPD Director dakgreg@aol.com. Do not ask any SDAHA personnel questions about the NPDDC as they will not have the answers.

Tell me about the 2026 Northern Plains District Development Camp (NPDDC)

At the SD Developmental Camp, some players with birth years of 2009-2013 will be selected to attend the NPDDC. The dates for the NPDDC are May 14-17, 2026 in Fargo ND at the Farmers Union Rink and the West Fargo High School Rinks. The camp brings together the best players from SD/ND/WY/MT that have gone thru their state camps. The camp consists of a series of on-ice development/practice sessions, scrimmages, and off-ice sessions. To get to the NPDDC, you must be selected from the SD Development Camp. The NPDDC camp instructors are college, junior, prep school, and high school hockey coaches. The primary focus of the camp is to develop players in the four-state district. A secondary feature of the camp is that a few players from each of the 2009-2011 birth years are selected for USA National Hockey Development Camps and some 2012s are selected to go to the Western Regional High Performance Camp (WRHPC) in Colorado Springs. You are responsible for your registration, transportation, motels, and meals for the NPDDC.

More info at- NP District Development Camps

What motels are there in Fargo?

AmericInn		844-415-4972		LaQuinta		701-639-9731
Sleep Inn		701-492-6245		Best Western		701-282-2143
Wingate		701-281-9133		Red Roof		701-281-8240
Main Stay		701-502-4041		C’mon Inn		701-277-9944
Four Points		701-364-0000

The above list does ot include all of the motels in Fargo. There are also motels in Moorhead MN.

If I’m selected to go to NPDDC, do I have to go? 

If you are selected for NPDDC and are not going to attend, notify the SD Development Committee ASAP thru  email at the address above. As SD gets only a certain number of slots for the NPDDC, it is imperative that players not going to NPDDC notify us so an alternate can go. 

How will I be notified if I’m selected for the NPDDC?

You do not have to stay after your ice time is complete at the SD State Camp. You will receive an email within a few days from the SD Development Committee. You will then receive another email from USA Hockey (Rocky Mountain Registrar) notifying you how to register on-line for NPDDC. Plse make info@usahockey.com and info@rockymountainregister.com a “friend” on your email system so your invite does not go to “junk mail”. In past years, a number of invites have gone into “junk mail”.

What if I want to be considered for the NPDDC but I am unavailable to come to the SD Camp?

1-Register for the SD Camp
2-Send a detailed email to the development email address above explaining why you cannot come to the SD Camp. The Development Committee will then make a decision on your status. No refunds will be issued if you do not advance to the NPDDC. 

Who can be selected to go to a USA Hockey national camp or a regional camp?

The player must have a parent that is a permanent resident of the NPD (SD/ND/WY/MT) to go to either a regional camp or a USAH national camp. Note to players that live with billet families during the winter hockey season-One of your parents must be a permanent resident of the NPD in order to go to one of these camps. A parent moving with their player for just the hockey season is not a permanent resident. If neither parent is a permanent resident of NPD, you must go thru the tryout process in a district where one of your parents is a permanent resident.


WESTERN REGIONAL HIGH PERFORMANCE CAMP (WRHPC)-June 8-13, 2026-Colorado Springs CO FAQS

Tell me about the Western Regional High Performance Camp (WRHPC) in Colorado Springs.

Approximately 25 2012 birth years (14 year olds) out of the NPDDC will be selected to attend the Western Regional High Performance Camp in Colorado Springs on June 8-13, 2026. This camp is modeled after national camps in that players are split into teams and have on and off-ice practice sessions as well as games. They stay on the campus of Colorado College. The players come from the Pacific, Rocky Mountain, and Northern Plains Districts (200 players total). As there is a short turn around between the NPDDC and the WRHPC, players selected will receive an email invitation within 24 hours of the completion of the NPDDC. Players will then have 24 hours to accept their invite. Failure to accept the invite within 24 hours will result in a loss of eligibility. Players with 2012 birth years are urged to know their availability to attend WRHPC at the time of the NPDDC.

More info at- https://www.wrhpc14.com

TEAM SD TIER II NATIONAL TOURNAMENT TEAMS FAQS

The USA Hockey National Tier II Tournament Team tryouts will be held in early June 2026 in Sioux Falls.

For information or questions on the SD National Tournament Teams, plse contact Jenni Wirkus sdahadirector@outlook.com 

What are the dates and locations of the 2026 National Tournaments that SD teams will play in?

Tier II U14s-Dallas TX		March 25-29, 2026
Tier II U16s-Irvine CA		 	March 25-29, 2026
Tier II U18s-West Chester PA 	March 25-29, 2026




January 25, 2026  1:00 pm
