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Happy New Year! I am sure most of us our glad to be moving on from 2020 and into a new year. The 
pandemic affected the end of our last season and caused us to cancel the majority of our 2020 
championships. The spring and summer season was lost, and the 2020 -2021 season has so far been full 
of stops and starts. I am hopeful that we will be able to finish the end of this season in an orderly manner, 
and complete all of our championships this year. 
 
I want to thank our Coaching Education Program for quickly pivoting to a virtual curriculum that provided 
opportunities for coaches to increase their knowledge and attain the level they needed to continue 
coaching our youth. The virtual clinics included coaches from around the country which helped bring some 
new perspectives, which many coaches stated they found insightful. The Officiating Program also offered 
virtual seminars to train and certify officials for this season. This new format and everyone’s participation 
helped keep the ball rolling when we were unable to conduct the events in person. 
 
Another bright spot to 2020 was the addition of Jason Reynolds, our first paid staff member, as our 
Director of Operations and Marketing. Jason has really helped us stay on top of the changing landscape 
during the pandemic and was able to help us provide guidance very quickly to our associations as things 
changed. Jason is a great fit for our association and we are looking forward to 2021 so he can spend 
more time on the areas that were to be his original focus. 
 
The pandemic has brought out both the best and worst in our membership. As I stated in January 2020, 
the Michigan Hockey culture needs to change and improve. Unfortunately, the pandemic saw many 
individuals, teams and rinks looking out only for themselves. Associations seemed to lack the will to police 
those that were jeopardizing player safety by going outside of the guidance and sanctioned activities. We 
will talk more about this during the winter meetings, but local associations must take greater control of 
their local programs. We expect local programs to set the standard for growth of their local program, 
player development, and participant safety, and then encourage and enforce those local standards in their 
program. Youth sports is meant for participants to have fun, develop their athletic skills, and also develop 
their cognitive and interpersonal skills that will serve them in their future. All too often we see the “recruit 
to win” model versus the “develop our local youth” model. There is a time and place for both, and as we 
reboot from the pandemic, we need to be more mindful of what our true mission should be. 
 
I look forward to seeing you on Zoom during our winter meetings. I continue to be hopeful we can all be 
together in person in July for our Summer Meeting in Grand Rapids. 
 
George Atkinson 
President 


