RYHA Abuse of Officials Policy
There is an alarming trend of a large number of referees choosing to not return each season. The largest reason cited for not returning is the abuse they receive from coaches, parents, and players. The constant harassment over the calls and decisions they’re making on the ice has taken its alarming toll on the number of officials choosing to officiate each season.
USA Hockey has a Zero Tolerance Policy for abuse of officials. New this season, RYHA has created a new policy to help address this issue. Coaches and parents are prohibited from debating or criticizing calls officials make on the ice. If someone is found abusing officials in any way, including a coach or parent, they will be subject to discipline including suspension and/or being banned from attending future games. The new policy is summarized below. To read the full RYHA policy, there is a link to the policy posted on the RYHA website included below.
Zero Tolerance for Coaches talking to referees at these levels when young/newer refs are present:  
· Bantam B2 and below
· PeeWee A and below
· Squirt A and below
RYHA will not monitor every game, however, there will be consequences when issues arise and this policy is not followed.  All situations will be reviewed by the RYHA Sportsmanship committee:
· No Bench Penalty assessed, however abuse report by refs indicate verbal confrontation/dispute OR 1st Bench Penalty - Warning
· 2nd Bench Penalty or verbal confrontation/dispute - 1 weeks suspension
· Ejection - Automatic suspension until RYHA Sportsmanship Committee can review. Reviewed by D9 and a second offense will result in automatic year suspension. 

Coaches Feedback on Games
Coaches can submit game feedback by emailing rochrefs@gmail.com.  This will help our ref mentors identify opportunities to educate and coach our young or inexperienced refs.
